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PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIG UTILITY COMMISSION T

L

Complaint.-Bocket No. 17793

BAST VﬂITELAND TOWNSHIP
THE PRINISTLVANTA RATLROAD COMPANY, DEPARTMENT' OF

HIGHWAYS .OF THE COMMOWWEALTH CF PENNSYLVANTA Qnd
CﬂESTbR COUJTY

ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION, JANUARY 27, 1964 .

Thlo m«tuer 15 before us upon complaint of East Whiteland
Townsth whlch a7lﬁgés th?o the exigbing crossing where Btate nghway
Route A-1023 (Treffic Roube 3452% ecr OSoeS beiow the grade of flve
tracks of The Pennsylvanid' "Roilroad Company in Bast Whiteland Township,
Chestbr’ County, is q;f raeiently Widé for one-way traffic only and
which requests. the removal: df pedestrlan walkway teo provide a wider
cartway.

The existing bridge superstruoture car”ylng a cinder serv1ce
road and four main tracks i5 a thick. reinforced concrete sleb beerlng
on stone abutments and a steel plate gilrder span supporting -a 51d1ng
track, walkway and railing also bears on the same abﬂtmeﬁté; An
abandoned pedestrian underpusu,‘whlch was a .facility of a station
closed pursugnt to permlsclon granted bv the order of uhe Commission
on_JQnu&ry 25,}1960 1n the rroceedlng docké ed at A 87¢6l is )
located 175 Feet cast of the cr0o51ng. A pcved lém;oot roadwuy and
a ralsed 3 foou 6n4ncn peuesUrlan "walkway:: w1th1n tbe hlghway underpgss
are joined by e short vert1c1l curve W1th a lO per cent descendlng
~grade of -an lS—foet w1de pavement ut bhe southerly approuch to the
underpass.pﬁ e e R

The aver@ge dally vehlculqr trafflc at‘the 51te of the
croséing con51$ts of 2 500 motor‘vehlcles. ‘

Four maln.llne tracks end one tchk of the hest Chesﬁer

Branch all of The Pennsyrvanla Rallroad Cempany, crqss over, the state

L . . e

.%&

[}
o sk




o e

TR T AR MR R RA AL OGT IV SN S A e .,m,.,wm,.ww_.v..-—v.ﬂ

highway. There are 35 passenger and ZQ freight train movements made
daily over the main line tracks at speéds of 60 to 75 miles an hour
for passenger trains and 50 to 60 miles an hour for freight trains.
Two freight train movements are made daily, five days a week, at an
authorized speed of 15 miles an hour, over the West Chester Branch
tragk. _ |

An engineer witness for’East Whiteland Township testified.at
the July 19, 1963 hearing that there are no churches, schools, or any
other institution located in the area which would tend to produce any
amount of pedestrian traffic;‘that if a pedestrian used the abandoned
railroad pedestrian underpaés he would have to walk an additional 400
feet detouring the highway underpass; that if the pedestrian walkway
were removed in the highway underpass, it would be necessary to relo=
eate.a catch basin at the south end of the crossing; and that the cost
of removal of the pedestrian walkway within the highway underpass,
repaving the highway, relocating the catch basin, rehabilitating,
lighting, and constructing pedestrian approaches to the abandoned
railroad underpass, including engineering, would be $1,750.

The township Chief of Police testified that most accidents
oceur when the road surface is wet, covered with snow or ice, and that
when an oncoming car is seen, brakes are applied, and the vehicles skid
into each other or the bridge abutments. |

Eleven copies of East Whiteland Police Department automobile

aceident reports were admitted ¢overing the years of 1960, 1961, 1962,
and part of 1963. These reports showed property damages varied from
negligible to total wrecks, with some bodily injuries but no fatali=
ties, and in one case the van of a truck’ﬁas sheared off after striking
the top of the underpass.

Another witness for‘ﬁﬁgfgomplainant testified that Bast
Whiteland Township agrees to maintain the pedestrian underpass, if it
is rehabilitated, but it wil¥‘not bear any othsr costs; that a
pedestrian oﬁ\the existing walkway c¢ould be struck by a vehiele; and
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that the approaches to the crossing are posted for a 35=mile an hour
speed limit. -

A witness for Department of Highways testified that three
pedestrians walked in the roadway instead of the walkway when a spot
check of pedestrian traffic was made at the crossing between the hours
of 1 p.m. and 7 p.m., July 16, 1963. The department agrees that
removal of the walkway and alteration of the protruding'drain inlet
could provide & roadWay width of about 18 feet with 6-inch curbs at
the abﬁtments, but the department*s/ﬁitness did not agree that this
would be a safe condition for higﬁway traffic, as a greater highway
width should be provided within the underpass. Moreover, pedestrians
would stlll walk in the roadWay at the crossing rather than detour and
use a pedestrlan tunnel. ”he department suggests that any work
ordered by the Comm1581on w1th1n or et the existing cr0351ng should
be done ab the expense of others, hltbough the departmeﬂt would agree
to malntqln the rehqbllltqted roadway between curbs.

‘ The Pennsylvanlﬂ Ra 11ro d Compqny does not- obJect to removal
of uhe walkway at the crosslnﬁ and does not agree to perform any of
the. constructlon or lteratlon Work or qssume ﬂny of* ‘thé costs. The
reilroad comp ny states thut the pedeutrlan tunnel was a ‘Station
fa0111ty und is not a part of the cr0551ng. ihe railroad company
obgec S to use of the pedestrlan cr0351ng for hlghwqy pedestrlan
trafflc and alleges its use would create a hazardous eondition at the
rallroad,trecks due to the proxmmlty of the tunnel ‘entrance to-the
tracks, | ' :' ‘ ’ AR

Upon rev1ew~of the record ‘we are conv1nced that “hazardous
and. 1nwdequate condltlons exlst at the crossing where State Highway
Route A-1023 (Tralflo Route 352) 0rosses "“below the grade of the
tracks of The Pennsylvqnla qulroad Company in Fast Whiteland Town~~ '
ship, Chester County, We are of the oplnlon that w1den1ng of the
highway cqrtway through the crossxng, bogether with the installation
of a traffic control system for the protection of pedestrians, will
promote the safety of the public and effectuate the prevention of

accidents at the crossing; THEREFORE,
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IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the instant complalnt of East Whlteland TOwnShlp
Wthh qlleges that the existing crosszng ‘where State Highway Route
A-1023, Traffic Route 352, crosses below.the tracks of The Pennsylvanla
Railroad Company in East Whiteland Township, Chester County, is
hazardous and 1nadequate be and is hereby =ustalned

2.  That Department of Highways, within 90 days from date of
receipt of this order, submit to this Commission for its approval and
to pa rties of record for exemlnatlon, a detailed construction plan of
the highway through and upprOachlng the crossing below the grade of
tracks of The Pennsylvania Railroad Company; said plan to prov1de for
removal of the pedestrian walkway through the underpass, alteration,
or relocation of the drainage system if necessary, widening and
rehabilitation of the roadway within the underpass, iﬁstallatioﬁ ef
concrete curbs within uhe underpass. and traffic lights each side of'
the bridge with push button control to be actlvated by pedesbrlans
utlllzlng the crossing.. .. ...

3. - That, upon Commission approval.of the aformentloned
plan, Department of Highways, a2t :its, sole cost and expnnse, furnlsh
all material ‘and do-all work necessary to recenstruct the hlghway and
its approaches in accordance with the approved plan. -

4,:. That The PEnnsylvanla Rallroad Compqny, at its ewn cest
and expense, furnish all materlal end do. all work requlred to post a
highway clearsnce sign at each entrance. Lo the underpass Settlﬁg forth
in large letters above the, hlghway ‘the actual vertlcal clearance 1nd
1n addition,’ ASurnish bridge or building 1nspectors durlng the tlme
work is-being done at the crossing. - | ‘ . N

5, That Township of East Whiteland, at, 1ts sole cost and
expense, furnish all material and do all, work necessary to 1nstall
the traffic coéntrol system insaccordance  with. the approved plen.

' + "6, That any relocation of, changes in, abandonment, or
removal of‘ahy adjacent strunﬁuree,eeguipment? or other;fecilities‘of
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any public utility, other than The Pennsylvania Railroad Company,
which may be required as incidental to the executicon of the im~
provement, be made by said public utility in such manner as will not
interfere with the counstruction of the improvement and szid relocated
or changed facilities thereafter be maintained by said utility.

7. That the improvement be fully completed in a manner
satisfactory to this Commission on or before July 1, 1965, and that on
or before said date Department of Highways, Township of Esst Whiteland,
and The Pennsylvania Reilroad Company each report to this Commission
the date of actual completion of its respective portion.

8. That The Pennsylvania Railroad Company pay any money to
which it may be entitled as compensation for damages for any of its
property taken, injured, or destroyed by reason of the construction of
the improvement in accordance with this order,

9. That Department of Highways pay all compensation for
damages, if any, due to the owners, exclusive of The Pennsylvania
Railroad Company, for property taken, injured, or destroyed by reason
of the construction of the improvement in accordance with this order.

10. fﬁat, upon completion of the improvement and its opening
to public use, The Pennsylvania Reilroad Company, at its sole cost
and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary thereafter
to maintein its facilities and the highway clearance signs.

11, That, upon completion of the improvement and its opening
to public use, East Whiteland Téwnship; at its sole cost and expense,
furnish electrical energy aﬁd do all-worklnéceSSéry thereafter to
maintein and energize the traffic control systemfgnd,its appurtenant
equipment. : |

12, That, upon comp;etionupf.ghg improvement“énd its.obening

to public use, Department of Highways, at its sole cost and expense,




furnish all material and do all work necessary thereafter to maintain
the remainder of the improvement, including the curbs through the
underpass, together with painting of the curbs and the center line of

the highwey, through the underpass and on its approaches.

PENNSYLVANTA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
(signed) Joseph Sharfsin

Choirman

ATTEST:

Secretary
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