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Michael Brechlin 
Assistant General Counsel, Regulatory 

411 Seventh Avenue 
Mail drop 15-7 

Tel: 412-393-6431 
mbrechlin@duqlight.com 

 Pittsburgh, PA 15219  

 

November 7, 2024 
 

Via Electronic Filing 
 

Ms. Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Commonwealth Keystone Building, 2nd Floor 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

 
 

Re: Duquesne Light Company - Default Service Plan IX 
Compliance Filing re Solar Power Purchase Agreement 
Docket No. P-2020-3019522 

 
 

Dear Secretary Chiavetta: 
 

On October 21, 2024, at the above-captioned docket Duquesne Light Company’s 
(“Duquesne Light” or the “Company”) filed a compliance filing to implement the procurement of 
certain energy and solar Alternative Energy Credits (“SAECs”) from a solar generation facility in 
Pennsylvania (“Solar Generator”) sponsored by PG Solar, LLC (“PG Solar”). The compliance 
filing comprised: 

 
- Exhibit A, a CONFIDENTIAL power purchase agreement between the Company and 

PG Solar (“Solar PPA”); 
- Exhibit B, a CONFIDENTIAL opinion letter from Charles River Associates (“CRA”) 

concerning the Solar PPA procurement process and results; 
- Exhibit C, the CONFIDENTIAL bid scoring matrix that CRA used in the Solar PPA 

procurement process; 
- Exhibit D, an illustrative example of ratemaking treatment of Solar PPA costs and revenues 

 
Pursuant to Duquesne Light’s discussion with PUC staff, and subsequent October 24, 2024, 

TUS Data Request, attached is the Company’s response to the Commission’s request for additional 
information regarding the solar PPA. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Michael Brechlin 
Assistant General Counsel, 
Regulatory 

 
Enclosures 
Cc: Certificate of Service 

 
 Data Request Response



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been served upon the 
following persons, in the manner indicated, in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code 
§ 1.54 (relating to service by a participant): 

 
ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement 
Scott B. Granger 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street, 2nd Floor West 
PO Box 3265 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265 
sgranger@pa.gov 

Office of Small Business Advocate 
Sharon E. Webb 
Steven C. Gray 
555 Walnut Street, 1st Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
swebb@pa.gov 
sgray@pa.gov 

 

Office of Consumer Advocate 
Lauren R. Myers 

    555 Walnut Street 
Forum Place, 5th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 
lmeyers@paoca.org  

 
 

Norris McLaughlin, P.A. 
John F. Lushis, Jr. 
515 W. Hamilton Street 
Suite 502 
Allentown, PA 18101 
jlushis@norris-law.com 
JHLaskey@nmmlaw.com 
On behalf of 
Calpine Retail Holdings, LLC 

 
 

Excel Consulting 
Brian Kalcic 
225 S. Meramac Avenue 
Suite 720-T 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
Excel.consulting@sbcglobal.net 
On behalf of OSBA 

Pennsylvania Utility Law Project 
Elizabeth R. Marx 
John Sweet 
Ria Pereira 
118 Locust Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
pulp@palegalaid.net 
rpereira@pautilitylawproject.org 
On behalf of CAUSE-PA 

 
Hawke McKeon & Sniscak, LLP 
Todd S. Stewart 
100 North Tenth Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
tsstewart@hmslegal.com 
On behalf of EGS Parties 

 
 
 

Post & Schell, P.C. 
Michael W. Gang 
Anthony D. Kanagy 
17 North Second Street 
12th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
mgang@postschell.com 
akanagy@postschell.com 
On behalf of Duquesne Light Company 

mailto:sgranger@pa.gov
mailto:swebb@pa.gov
mailto:sgray@pa.gov
mailto:sgray@pa.gov
mailto:lmeyers@paoca.org
mailto:jlushis@norris-law.com
mailto:JHLaskey@nmmlaw.com
mailto:Excel.consulting@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pulp@palegalaid.net
mailto:rpereira@pautilitylawproject.org
mailto:tsstewart@hmslegal.com
mailto:mgang@postschell.com
mailto:akanagy@postschell.com


 
 
 

Barbara Alexander Consulting, LLC 
Barbara R. Alexander 
83 Wedgewood Drive 
Winthrop, ME 04364 
barbalexand@gmail.com 
barbalex@ctel.net 
On behalf of OCA 

 
 

Phillips Lytle, LLP 
Thomas F. Puchner 
30 South Pearl Street 
Albany, NY 12207 
tpuchner@phillipslytle.com 
On behalf of StateWise 

 
 

Keyes & Fox LLP 
James M. Van Nostrand 
275 Orchard Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15228 
jvannostrand@keyesfox.com 
On behalf of ChargePoint 

 
 

Thomas, Niesen & Thomas, LLC 
Charles E. Thomas, Jr. 
212 Locust Street, Ste 302 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
cthomasjr@tntlawfirm.com 
On behalf of MAREC Action 

Phillips Lytle, LLP 
Gregory L. Peterson 
201 West Third Street 
Suite 205 
Jamestown, NY 14701-4907 
gpeterson@phillipslytle.com 
On behalf of StateWise 

 
 

Phillips Lytle, LLP 
Kevin C. Blake 
125 Main Street 
Buffalo, NY 14203 
Kblake@phillipslytle.com 
On behalf of StateWise 

 
 

MAREC Action 
Bruce Burcat 
P.O. Box 385 
Camden, DE 19934 
Marec.org@gmail.com 

 
 

Natural Resources Defense Council  
Kathy Harris 
1152 15th Street, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20005 
KHarris@nrdc.org 
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______________________ 

 
 

Fair Shake Enviromental Legal Services 
Emily Collins 
Andrew J. Karas 
647 E. Market Street 
Akron, OH 44304 
ecollins@fairshake-els.org 
akaras@fairshake-els.org 
On behalf of NRDC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date:  November 7, 2024  
  

 
 

Applied Economics Clinic 
Elizabeth Stanton 
Joshua Castigliego 
1012 Massachusetts Avenue 
Arlington, MA 02476 
liz.stanton@aeclinic.org 
joshua.castigliego@aeclinic.org 
On behalf of MAREC Action 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Michael Brechlin 
Duquesne Light Company 
411 Seventh Avenue, 15-7 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
Phone: 412-393-6431 
Email: mbrechlin@duqlight.com 
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Duquesne Light’s Responses to 
TUS Data Request 
DLC PPA Review 

Docket No. P-2020-3019522 
 

Note: Please restate the data request before providing a response. In addition, give the name and title of the 
person(s) providing the response and/or information for each data request. 
 
1. In reference to the compliance filing DLC filed with the Commission on October 21, 2024, for approval of a 
PPA, please respond to the following questions. 

a. Given that the Pittsburgh Airport Phase 2 project scored slightly lower than the Salt Solar project, please 
explain why Duquesne Light Company is recommending approval of the Pittsburgh Airport Phase 2 
project? 
b. Given the bundled price for energy and solar credits, please explain why Duquesne Light Company 
believes that entering into this PPA with the Pittsburgh Airport Phase 2 project is in the customer’s best 
interest. 

 
Responses provided by John Peoples, Manager, Procurement & Settlement: 
 
1(a). Duquesne Light considered two solar projects as a result of the procurement process, Salt Solar (PG 
Renewables) and Pittsburgh Airport Phase 2 (IMG Solar, LLC). While Salt Solar scored slightly higher than 
Pittsburgh Airport Phase 2, the initial scoring and  recommendation for consideration  provided to Duquesne Light 
was only part of the consideration involved in the final project decision. Duquesne Light also considered the 
likelihood of project success, and determined that an extension of an existing, online, generation project had a 
higher likelihood of success than a project that did not have any demonstrated success. The Pittsburgh Airport 
Phase 2 project additionally has already obtained the necessary land rights to begin construction. This decision also 
considered the failure of the 2022 procurement to realize a working project, which involved the same bidder as the 
Salt Solar project.  Duquesne Light believes there is a higher likelihood of project success with the company 
selected, rather than working with the Salt Solar project team that failed in 2022.   
 
1(b). The procurement that resulted in the pending request for approval of a PPA was conducted in the same 
manner as the prior procurement, which was approved by the Commission on May 22, 2022.  Prior to the RFP that 
was conducted in 2022, Duquesne Light provided the Commission with the rationale and reasoning for conducting 
an RFP for a PPA for default service customers in Default Supply Plan IX (Docket No. P-2020-3019522).  The 
testimony in DSP IX explained why it is in the best interest of Duquesne Light default customers to support local, 
PA solar initiatives.  This PPA also introduces a long-term 15 year procurement of solar energy and REC’s that 
goes into the “prudent mix” of procurement, further diversifying Duquesne Light’s default service procurement 
strategy, and aligning Duquesne Light procurement plans with policy that we believe the Commission has 



previously advocated.  For these reasons, it is in the customer’s best interest that the local solar PPA be approved. 
 
 

VERIFICATION 
I, John Peoples, hereby state that the facts above set forth are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, 
information and belief and that I expect to be able to prove the same at a hearing held in this matter. I understand 
that the statements herein are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. §4904 (relating to unsworn falsification to 
authorities). 
 

Signature:  
 
Title: Manager, Procurement & Settlement 
Date: November 7, 2024 
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