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November 25, 2024 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street, 2nd Floor 
P.O. Box 3265 
Harrisburg, PA  17105-3265

Re: Pa. Public Utility Commission, et al. v. Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. 
Docket Nos. R-2024-3046519, et al.

Dear Secretary Chiavetta: 

Enclosed for filing on behalf of Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (“Columbia”), is the Affidavit 
of Russell Bedell, with attachments, regarding compliance with public notice requirements in the 
above-referenced proceeding.  The Affidavit is being filed pursuant to Ordering Paragraph No. 3 
of the Commission’s Order entered November 21, 2024 in this proceeding and the Commission’s 
regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 53.45(h) (regarding filing of an affidavit upon completion of notice 
requirements). 

Copies will be provided as indicated on the Certificate of Service.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Megan E. Rulli 

MER/dmc 
Attachments 

cc: Marc Hoffer, Director – Finance Division, Bureau of Technical Utility Services (via email; 
w/attachments) 
Certificate of Service 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that true and correct copies of the foregoing have been served 
upon the following persons, in the manner indicated, in accordance with the 
requirements of § 1.54 (relating to service by a participant). 

VIA E-MAIL ONLY 

Scott B. Granger, Esquire 
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street  
Harrisburg, PA  17120 
sgranger@pa.gov

Melanie J. El Atieh, Esquire 
Christy M. Appleby, Esquire 
Harrison W. Breitman, Esquire 
Emily A. Farren, Esquire 
Office of Consumer Advocate  
555 Walnut Street 
5th Floor, Forum Place 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 
melatieh@paoca.org

cappleby@paoca.org

hbreitman@paoca.org

efarren@paoca.org

Elizabeth R. Marx, Esquire 
Ria M. Pereira, Esquire 
John W. Sweet, Esquire 
Lauren N. Berman, Esquire 
Pennsylvania Utility Law Project  
118 Locust Street  
Harrisburg, PA 17101  
pulp@pautilitylawproject.org
Counsel for CAUSE-PA 

Steven C. Gray, Esquire 
Rebecca E. Lyttle, Esquire 
Office of Small Business Advocate 
555 Walnut Street, 1st Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
sgray@pa.gov
relyttle@pa.gov

Joseph L. Vullo, Esquire  
Burke Vullo Reilly Roberts  
1460 Wyoming Avenue   
Forty Fort, PA 18704  
jlvullo@bvrrlaw.com
Counsel for PWPTF 

Whitney E. Snyder, Esquire 

Thomas J. Sniscak, Esquire 

Phillip D. Demanchick, Jr., Esquire 

Hawke McKeon & Sniscak LLP 

100 North Tenth Street 

Harrisburg, PA  17101 

wesnyder@hmslegal.com

tjsniscak@hmslegal.com

pddemanchick@hmslegal.com

Counsel for The Pennsylvania State University 

David E. Dismukes 
Acadian Consulting Group 
5800 One Perkins Place Drive 
Suite 5-F 
Baton Rouge, LA  70808 
OCA2024COLGASBRC@paoca.org
Consultant for OCA
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VIA EMAIL AND FIRST-CLASS MAIL 

Daniel E. Skvarla 
202 Hazen Avenue North 
Ellwood City, PA  16117 
daneteetime@gmail.com

Ronald T. Bernick 
34 Lodge Street 
Pittsburgh, PA  15227 
Rbernick1970ss@gmail.com

Philip L. Bloch 
341 Ridge Avenue 
McSherrystown, PA  17344 
philipleebloch@gmail.com

Linda Allison 

522 Pacific Avenue 

York, PA  17404 

xdiver@verizon.net

Dated:   November 25, 2024  ____________________________ 
      Megan E. Rulli 



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SS. 
COUNTY OF YORK 

. AFFIDAVIT 

On this 25th day of November 2024, before me, a Notary Public in and for the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania and York County, personally appeared Russell Bedell, who, being duly sworn 

according to law, deposes and says that he is Director of Communications of Columbia Gas of 

Pennsylvania, Inc. ("Columbia") and that: (1) on March 15, 2024, Columbia filed Supplement No. 

374 to its Tariff Gas-Pa. P.U.C. No. 9 ("Tariff') with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

("Commission"), which filing constitutes a general base rate increase; (2) Columbia has complied 

with the" Alternative Method" notice requirements of the Commission's regulations at 52 Pa. Code 

§ 53.45(b)(4); (3) for customers receiving paper bills, the attached copy of a notice to customers 

concerning the filing of the Tariff ("Bill Insert") was inserted in envelopes containing customer 

bills beginning on or about March 15, 2024, and which Bill Insert continued to be inserted in 

envelopes containing customer bills for an entire billing cycle until all Columbia's paper billing 

customers whose rates would be increased by the Tariff received the notice; ( 4) for customers 

enrolled in electronic billing, a link to the attached Bill Insert was included with customer 

electronic bills beginning on or about March 15, 2024, and which Bill Insert continued to be 

included with customer bills for an entire billing cycle until all Columbia's electronic billing 

customers whose rates would be increased by the Tariff received the notice; (5) there are no 

Columbia offices at which payments are accepted; (6) the attached "News Release" was distributed 

to the major newspapers, radio and television stations in Columbia' s service territory on March 

28303823vl 



15, 2024; (7) the attached "Proofs of Publication" of paid newspaper advertisements containing 

notice of the proposed rate change, published on March 15, 2024, were provided by Trib Total 

Media; Valley News Dispatch; York Daily Record/York Dispatch; Somerset Daily American; 

Uniontown Herald Standard; Daily Courier; Kittanning Leader Times; Gettysburg Times; 

Bradford Era~ Centre Daily Times; Beaver County Times; Butler Eagle; and the Washington 

Observer-Reporter; published on March 17, 2024, (the first available publication date after March 

15) by the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette; and (8) notice of the proposed rate change has been provided 

to new customers of Columbia following completion of an application for service. 

Subscribed and sworn to 
before me this 25th day of 
November 2024 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania - Notary Seal 
Chase Wagner, Notary Public 

York County 
My Commission Expires Ottober 41 2027 

Commtsston Number 1438681 
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BILL INSERT 



PA03242

OF PROPOSEDNOTICE
RATE CHANGE 

There are three ways to challenge a company’s 
request to change its rates:

1.  You may file a formal complaint. If you want a 
hearing before a judge, you must file a formal 
complaint. By filing a formal complaint, you 
assure yourself the opportunity to take part in 
hearings about the rate increase request. All 
complaints should be filed as soon as possible. 
If no formal complaints are filed, the PUC may 
grant all, some, or none of the request without 
holding a hearing before a judge.

2. You may send the PUC a letter telling why 
you object to the requested rate increase. 
Sometimes there is information in these letters 
that makes the PUC aware of problems with 
the company’s service or management. This 
information can be helpful when the PUC 
investigates the rate request. Send your letter 
or request for a formal complaint form to 
the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, 
P. O. Box 3265, Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265. 
Your letter or formal complaint can be filed 
electronically with the PUC. Information 
regarding electronic filing is available at 
https://efiling.puc.pa.gov/.

3. You may be a witness at a public input hearing. 
Public input hearings are held if the PUC 
opens an investigation of the company’s 
rate increase request and if there are a large 
number of customers interested in the case. 
At these hearings, you have the opportunity 
to present your views in person to the PUC 
judge hearing the case and the company 
representatives. All testimony given “under 
oath” becomes part of the official rate 
case record. These hearings are held in the 
company’s service area.

For more information, call the PUC at  
1-800-692-7380. You may leave your name 
and address so that you can be notified of any 
hearings that may be scheduled in this case.



Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (Columbia 
Gas or the Company) has filed a request with 
the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
(PUC) for an increase in your natural gas 
distribution rates as of May 14, 2024. This 
notice describes the Company’s rate request, 
the PUC’s role, and what actions you can take.

Columbia has requested an overall rate 
increase of $124.1 million per year. This filing 
also includes a request for approval of the 
following alternative rate mechanisms in 
accordance with 66 Pa. C.S. § 1330: a Revenue 
Normalization Adjustment mechanism to 
stabilize utility revenue regardless of changes 
in actual customer usage that would become 
effective with the January 2025 billing 
cycle and a request to remove the dead 
band associated with the currently effective 
Weather Normalization Adjustment. The 
filing also includes a request for approval of 
a Municipal Levelization Charge, which would 
further increase bills issued to residents of 
the City of Pittsburgh and Perryopolis, and 
decrease bills issued to residents of Roscoe 
Borough and New Sewickley. 

If the Company’s entire request is approved, 
the total bill for a residential customer who 
purchases 70 therms of gas from Columbia 
per month would increase from $118.16 to 
$136.92 per month, or by 15.88 percent.

The total bill for a small commercial customer 
using 150 therms of gas purchased from 
Columbia per month would increase from 
$196.43 to $226.24, or by 15.18 percent. 

Rates for a small industrial customer using 
1,215 therms of gas from Columbia per month 
would increase from $1,281.25 to $1,452.98 per 
month, or by 13.40 percent.

If the Company’s Municipal Levelization 
Charge is approved, customers located in 
the City of Pittsburgh and Perryopolis would 
be billed $0.70 per month in addition to the 
increases described above. Bills for customers 
located in Roscoe Borough and New Sewickley 
Township would increase as described above, 
but they would receive a monthly bill credit  
of $7.44.

To find out your customer class or how the 
requested increase might affect your gas 
bill, call Columbia Gas at 1-888-460-4332. 
The rates requested by the Company may be 
found in proposed Columbia Gas Service Tariff 
No. 9 - Supplement No. 373 which is available 
at https://www.columbiagaspa.com/our-
company/about-us/regulatory-information. 
You may examine the material filed with the 
PUC, which explains the requested increase 
and the reasons for it. A copy of this material 
is kept at Columbia’s office. Upon request, the 
Company will send you a statement of reasons 
for Supplement No. 373, explaining why the 
rate increase has been requested.

The state agency that approves rates for 
public utilities is the PUC. The PUC will 
examine the requested rate increase and 
can prevent existing rates from changing 
until it investigates and/or holds hearings on 
the request. The Company must prove that 
the requested rates are reasonable. After 
examining the evidence, the PUC may grant 
all, some, or none of the request, or may 
reduce existing rates. The PUC may change 
the amount of the rate increase requested by 
the utility for each customer class. As a result, 
the rate charged to you might be different 
than the rate requested by the Company as 
shown above.



 

NEWS RELEASE 



 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 15, 2024 
 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Lee Gierczynski 
Columbia Gas Communications 
412.328.8378 
lgierczynski@nisource.com  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

     
 

 
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania Proposes Further Safety Investments  

Through Aging Infrastructure Replacements, Upgrades 
 

Request supports economic development; enhanced safety, energy efficiency initiatives 
 
CANONSBURG, PA– Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc., a subsidiary of NiSource Inc. 
(NYSE: NI), filed a request today with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PA PUC) to 
approve revised rates for further upgrading and replacing portions of the company’s 
underground natural gas distribution pipelines to benefit its customers. If approved, these 
proposed rate adjustments would not go into effect until mid-to-late December 2024.  
 
With more than 1,700 full-time employees and contracted resources, Columbia Gas has proudly 
invested more than $3.7 billion in Pennsylvania since 2007 as part of its long-term plan to 
modernize and expand its natural gas distribution system and to contribute to the 
Commonwealth’s economic wellbeing.    
 
“Ensuring the continued reliability of the vital service we provide and the long-term safety of our 
customers and communities we serve are indispensable parts of our business, and they require 
a necessary level of investment to modernize our more than 7,700 miles of energy infrastructure 
to meet our customers’ current and future energy needs,” said Mark Kempic, Columbia Gas 
president and chief operating officer. “Our filing also identifies enhancements to our energy 
efficiency program and seeks approval of other proposals to fairly balance costs and services to 
continue delivering on our customer commitments.”  
 
In its filing Columbia Gas identifies certain enhancements to its residential energy efficiency 

program, such as rebates on natural gas-powered heat pumps, and insulation and air sealing, 

which are designed to help Columbia Gas’s residential customers reduce their energy 

consumption, improve efficiency, and conserve resources. 

 

In addition to the positive economic and customer benefits associated with the previous and 

proposed future Columbia Gas investments across its 26-county service area, this proposal 

supports continued investments in strategic safety initiatives, such as advanced leak detection 

technology, enhanced workforce training, and continuous improvement processes to sustain a 

positive customer experience and company culture that is focused on safely meeting or 

exceeding all federal and state industry requirements. 

 
Helping Customers in Need 
 
At all times, Columbia Gas is committed to providing its customers with the tools, resources, 
and programs they need to stay safe and warm in their homes.  
 



 

“Even with these necessary investments, any change in customer bills is meaningful,” added 
Kempic. “We are sensitive to that and want customers to know that assistance is available. 
We’re here to help and to work with customers to identify solutions to keep them connected.” 
 
Any Columbia Gas customer who may have fallen behind on their energy bills is encouraged to 
reach out to the company at 1-888-460-4332 or by visiting www.columbiagaspa.com/assistance.    
 
Review Process by PA PUC 
 
While the company filed its request with the PA PUC today, it is important to note that after filing 
for a rate adjustment, the review process by the Commission will take approximately nine 
months. As a result, in this case, any approved and adjusted rates by the PA PUC would not go 
into effect until mid-to-late December 2024.  
 
Approval of the proposal would result in the average total bill for a residential customer who 
purchases 70 therms of gas per month from Columbia Gas to increase from $118.16 to $136.92 
per month, or by 15.88 percent. The total bill for a small commercial customer purchasing 150 
therms of gas from Columbia Gas per month would increase from $196.43 to $226.24, or by 
15.18 percent. The total monthly bill for a small industrial customer purchasing 1,215 therms of 
gas from Columbia Gas would increase from $1,281.25 to $1,452.98 per month, or by 13.40 
percent. 
 
If the request is approved as filed, the total average residential customer bill would still be 24 
percent lower than it was 20 years ago, when adjusted for inflation.  
 
The total overall request represents a $124.1 million increase annually. 
 
How Customers Can Participate in the Rate Review Process 

It is important to note that the public has a voice in the review process. Anyone interested in the 
case can participate by reaching out to the PA PUC, and the company encourages active 
involvement by customers and any interested parties.  
 
Customers can participate through written comments, attendance at public hearings and 
through various consumer advocacy organizations that participate in the proceedings. 
 
Customers with questions regarding the proposed rates may call Columbia Gas at 1-888-460-
4332 or visit www.ColumbiaGasPA.com for more information. 
 
About Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania 
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania delivers clean, dependable, and efficient natural gas to approximately 445,000 
customers. With headquarters in Canonsburg, it is one of six regulated utility companies of NiSource (NYSE: 
NI), one of the largest fully regulated utility companies in the United States. NiSource employees are focused 
on our mission to deliver safe, reliable energy that drives value to our customers, and guided by our vision to 
be an innovative and trusted energy partner. More information about Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania and 
NiSource, including its goal of achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions from its operations by 2040, is 
available at www.ColumbiaGasPA.com and www.NiSource.com.    
 

 

About NiSource 
NiSource Inc. (NYSE: NI) is one of the largest fully regulated utility companies in the United States, serving 
approximately 3.3 million natural gas customers and 500,000 electric customers across six states through its 
local Columbia Gas and NIPSCO brands. The mission of our approximately 7,400 employees is to deliver safe, 
reliable energy that drives value to our customers. NiSource is a member of the Dow Jones Sustainability - 
North America Index and is on Forbes lists of America’s Best Employers for Women and Diversity. Learn more 
about NiSource’s record of leadership in sustainability, investments in the communities it serves and how we 
live our vision to be an innovative and trusted energy partner at www.NiSource.com. NI-F 
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