17 North Second Street
12th Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17101-1601
717-731-1970 Main
717-731-1985 Main Fax
www.postschell.com

Megan E. Rulli

mrulli@postschell.com
717-612-6012 Direct
717-731-1985 Direct Fax
File #: 203798

November 25, 2024

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
Commonwealth Keystone Building

400 North Street, 2nd Floor

P.O. Box 3265

Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265

Re:  Pa. Public Utility Commission, et al. v. Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.
Docket Nos. R-2024-3046519, et al.

Dear Secretary Chiavetta:

Enclosed for filing on behalf of Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (“Columbia”), is the Affidavit
of Russell Bedell, with attachments, regarding compliance with public notice requirements in the
above-referenced proceeding. The Affidavit is being filed pursuant to Ordering Paragraph No. 3
of the Commission’s Order entered November 21, 2024 in this proceeding and the Commission’s
regulations at 52 Pa. Code 8§ 53.45(h) (regarding filing of an affidavit upon completion of notice
requirements).

Copies will be provided as indicated on the Certificate of Service.

Respectfully submitted,

Megan E. Rulli

MER/dmc
Attachments

cc:  Marc Hoffer, Director — Finance Division, Bureau of Technical Utility Services (via email;
w/attachments)
Certificate of Service
ALLENTOWN  HARRISBURG LANCASTER MOUNT LAUREL PHILADELPHIA PITTSBURGH WASHINGTON, D.C.  WILMINGTON
A PENNSYLVANIA PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that true and correct copies of the foregoing have been served
upon the following persons, in the manner indicated, in accordance with the
requirements of § 1.54 (relating to service by a participant).

VIA E-MAIL ONLY

Scott B. Granger, Esquire
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement
Commonwealth Keystone Building

Steven C. Gray, Esquire
Rebecca E. Lyttle, Esquire

400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120
sgranger@pa.gov

Melanie J. El Atieh, Esquire
Christy M. Appleby, Esquire
Harrison W. Breitman, Esquire
Emily A. Farren, Esquire
Office of Consumer Advocate
555 Walnut Street

5th Floor, Forum Place
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923
melatieh@paoca.org
cappleby@paoca.org
hbreitman@paoca.org

efarren@paoca.org

Elizabeth R. Marx, Esquire

Ria M. Pereira, Esquire

John W. Sweet, Esquire

Lauren N. Berman, Esquire
Pennsylvania Utility Law Project
118 Locust Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101
pulp@pautilitylawproject.org
Counsel for CAUSE-PA
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Office of Small Business Advocate
555 Walnut Street, 1% Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101

sgra a.qov

relyttle@pa.gov

Joseph L. Vullo, Esquire
Burke Vullo Reilly Roberts
1460 Wyoming Avenue
Forty Fort, PA 18704
jlvullo@bvrrlaw.com

Counsel for PWPTF

Whitney E. Snyder, Esquire

Thomas J. Sniscak, Esquire

Phillip D. Demanchick, Jr., Esquire

Hawke McKeon & Sniscak LLP

100 North Tenth Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101
wesnyder@hmslegal.com
tisniscak@hmslegal.com
pddemanchick@hmslegal.com

Counsel for The Pennsylvania State University

David E. Dismukes

Acadian Consulting Group

5800 One Perkins Place Drive

Suite 5-F

Baton Rouge, LA 70808
OCA2024COLGASBRC@paoca.org
Consultant for OCA




VIA EMAIL AND FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Daniel E. Skvarla

202 Hazen Avenue North
Ellwood City, PA 16117
daneteetime@gmail.com

Ronald T. Bernick

34 Lodge Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15227
Rbernick1970ss@gmail.com

Philip L. Bloch

341 Ridge Avenue
McSherrystown, PA 17344
philipleebloch@gmail.com

Linda Allison

522 Pacific Avenue
York, PA 17404
xdiver@verizon.net

Dated: November 25, 2024
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

SS.
COUNTY OF YORK

. AFFIDAVIT

On this 25" day of November 2024, before me, a Notary Public in and for the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania and York County, personally appeared Russell Bedell, who, being duly sworn
according to law, deposes and says that he is Director of Communications of Columbia Gas of
Pennsylvania, Inc. (“Columbia”) and that: (1) on March 15, 2024, Columbia filed Supplement No.
374 to its Tariff Gas—Pa. P.U.C. No. 9 (“Tariff”’) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
(“Commission”), which filing constitutes a general base rate increase; (2) Columbia has complied
with the “Alternative Method” notice requirements of the Commission's regulations at 52 Pa. Code
§ 53.45(b)(4); (3) for customers receiving paper bills, the attached copy of a notice to customers
concerning the filing of the Tariff (“Bill Insert”) was inserted in envelopes containing customer
bills beginning on or about March 15, 2024, and which Bill Insert continued to be inserted in
envelopes containing customer bills for an entire billing cycle until all Columbia’s paper billing
customers whose rates would be increased by the Tariff received the notice; (4) for customers
enrolled in electronic billing, a link to the attached Bill Insert was included with customer
electronic bills beginning on or about March 15, 2024, and which Bill Insert continued to be
included with customer bills for an entire billing cycle until all Columbia’s electronic billing
customers whose rates would be increased by the Tarff received the notice; (5) there are no
Columbia offices at which payments are accepted; (6) the attached “News Release” was distributed

to the major newspapers, radio and television stations in Columbia’s service territory on March
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15, 2024; (7) the attached “Proofs of Publication” of paid newspaper advertisements containing
notice of the proposed rate change, published on March 15, 2024, were provided by Trib Total
Media; Valley News Dispatch; York Daily Record/York Dispatch; Somerset Daily American;
Uniontown Herald Standard; Daily Courier; Kittanning Leader Times; Gettysburg Times;
Bradford Era; Centre Daily Times; Beaver County Times; Butler Eagle; and the Washington
Observer-Reporter; published on March 17, 2024, (the first available publication date after March
15) by the Pittsburgh Post-Gazetie; and (8) notice of the proposed rate change has been provided

to new customers of Columbia following completion of an application for service.

Russell Bedell

Subscribed and sworn to
before me this 25th day of

November 2024

Do (dag

Notary PublicU

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania - Notary Seal
Chase Wagner, Notary Public
York County
My Commission Expires October 4, 2027
Commission Number 1438681
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BILL INSERT



There are three ways to challenge a company’s
request to change its rates:

1. You may file a formal complaint. If you want a
hearing before a judge, you must file a formal
complaint. By filing a formal complaint, you
assure yourself the opportunity to take part in
hearings about the rate increase request. All
complaints should be filed as soon as possible.
If no formal complaints are filed, the PUC may
grant all, some, or none of the request without N OTI C E
holding a hearing before a judge. OF PROPOSED

2. You may send the PUC a letter telling why RAT E HAN E
you object to the requested rate increase.

Sometimes there is information in these letters
that makes the PUC aware of problems with
the company’s service or management. This
information can be helpful when the PUC
investigates the rate request. Send your letter
or request for a formal complaint form to

the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission,
P. O. Box 3265, Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265.
Your letter or formal complaint can be filed
electronically with the PUC. Information
regarding electronic filing is available at
https://efiling.puc.pa.gov/.

3. You may be a witness at a public input hearing.
Public input hearings are held if the PUC
opens an investigation of the company’s
rate increase request and if there are a large
number of customers interested in the case.
At these hearings, you have the opportunity
to present your views in person to the PUC
judge hearing the case and the company
representatives. All testimony given “under
oath” becomes part of the official rate
case record. These hearings are held in the
company’s service area.

For more information, call the PUC at }j‘//(
1-800-692-7380. You may leave your name A ®
and address so that you can be notified of any Cblumbla aS
hearings that may be scheduled in this case. A NiSource Company

PA03242




Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (Columbia
Gas or the Company) has filed a request with
the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
(PUC) for an increase in your natural gas
distribution rates as of May 14, 2024. This
notice describes the Company’s rate request,
the PUC’s role, and what actions you can take.

Columbia has requested an overall rate
increase of $124.1 million per year. This filing
also includes a request for approval of the
following alternative rate mechanisms in
accordance with 66 Pa. C.S. § 1330: a Revenue
Normalization Adjustment mechanism to
stabilize utility revenue regardless of changes
in actual customer usage that would become
effective with the January 2025 billing

cycle and a request to remove the dead

band associated with the currently effective
Weather Normalization Adjustment. The
filing also includes a request for approval of
a Municipal Levelization Charge, which would
further increase bills issued to residents of
the City of Pittsburgh and Perryopolis, and
decrease bills issued to residents of Roscoe
Borough and New Sewickley.

If the Company’s entire request is approved,
the total bill for a residential customer who
purchases 70 therms of gas from Columbia
per month would increase from $118.16 to
$136.92 per month, or by 15.88 percent.

The total bill for a small commercial customer
using 150 therms of gas purchased from
Columbia per month would increase from
$196.43 to $226.24, or by 15.18 percent.

Rates for a small industrial customer using
1,215 therms of gas from Columbia per month
would increase from $1,281.25 to $1,452.98 per
month, or by 13.40 percent.

If the Company’s Municipal Levelization
Charge is approved, customers located in

the City of Pittsburgh and Perryopolis would
be billed $0.70 per month in addition to the
increases described above. Bills for customers
located in Roscoe Borough and New Sewickley
Township would increase as described above,
but they would receive a monthly bill credit

of $7.44.

To find out your customer class or how the
requested increase might affect your gas

bill, call Columbia Gas at 1-888-460-4332.

The rates requested by the Company may be
found in proposed Columbia Gas Service Tariff
No. 9 - Supplement No. 373 which is available
at https://www.columbiagaspa.com/our-
company/about-us/regulatory-information.
You may examine the material filed with the
PUC, which explains the requested increase
and the reasons for it. A copy of this material
is kept at Columbia’s office. Upon request, the
Company will send you a statement of reasons
for Supplement No. 373, explaining why the
rate increase has been requested.

The state agency that approves rates for
public utilities is the PUC. The PUC will
examine the requested rate increase and

can prevent existing rates from changing
until it investigates and/or holds hearings on
the request. The Company must prove that
the requested rates are reasonable. After
examining the evidence, the PUC may grant
all, some, or none of the request, or may
reduce existing rates. The PUC may change
the amount of the rate increase requested by
the utility for each customer class. As a result,
the rate charged to you might be different
than the rate requested by the Company as
shown above.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 15, 2024 N\

TN
- OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (Columbia Gas:
Lee Gierczynski A NiSource Company

Columbia Gas Communications
412.328.8378
lgierczynski@nisource.com
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Know what's helow.
\  Gall before you dig.

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania Proposes Further Safety Investments
Through Aging Infrastructure Replacements, Upgrades

Request supports economic development; enhanced safety, energy efficiency initiatives

CANONSBURG, PA- Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc., a subsidiary of NiSource Inc.
(NYSE: NI), filed a request today with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PA PUC) to
approve revised rates for further upgrading and replacing portions of the company’s
underground natural gas distribution pipelines to benefit its customers. If approved, these
proposed rate adjustments would not go into effect until mid-to-late December 2024.

With more than 1,700 full-time employees and contracted resources, Columbia Gas has proudly
invested more than $3.7 billion in Pennsylvania since 2007 as part of its long-term plan to
modernize and expand its natural gas distribution system and to contribute to the
Commonwealth’s economic wellbeing.

“Ensuring the continued reliability of the vital service we provide and the long-term safety of our
customers and communities we serve are indispensable parts of our business, and they require
a necessary level of investment to modernize our more than 7,700 miles of energy infrastructure
to meet our customers’ current and future energy needs,” said Mark Kempic, Columbia Gas
president and chief operating officer. “Our filing also identifies enhancements to our energy
efficiency program and seeks approval of other proposals to fairly balance costs and services to
continue delivering on our customer commitments.”

In its filing Columbia Gas identifies certain enhancements to its residential energy efficiency
program, such as rebates on natural gas-powered heat pumps, and insulation and air sealing,
which are designed to help Columbia Gas’s residential customers reduce their energy
consumption, improve efficiency, and conserve resources.

In addition to the positive economic and customer benefits associated with the previous and
proposed future Columbia Gas investments across its 26-county service area, this proposal
supports continued investments in strategic safety initiatives, such as advanced leak detection
technology, enhanced workforce training, and continuous improvement processes to sustain a
positive customer experience and company culture that is focused on safely meeting or
exceeding all federal and state industry requirements.

Helping Customers in Need

At all times, Columbia Gas is committed to providing its customers with the tools, resources,
and programs they need to stay safe and warm in their homes.



“Even with these necessary investments, any change in customer bills is meaningful,” added
Kempic. “We are sensitive to that and want customers to know that assistance is available.
We’re here to help and to work with customers to identify solutions to keep them connected.”

Any Columbia Gas customer who may have fallen behind on their energy bills is encouraged to
reach out to the company at 1-888-460-4332 or by visiting www.columbiagaspa.com/assistance.

Review Process by PA PUC

While the company filed its request with the PA PUC today, it is important to note that after filing
for a rate adjustment, the review process by the Commission will take approximately nine
months. As a result, in this case, any approved and adjusted rates by the PA PUC would not go
into effect until mid-to-late December 2024.

Approval of the proposal would result in the average total bill for a residential customer who
purchases 70 therms of gas per month from Columbia Gas to increase from $118.16 to $136.92
per month, or by 15.88 percent. The total bill for a small commercial customer purchasing 150
therms of gas from Columbia Gas per month would increase from $196.43 to $226.24, or by
15.18 percent. The total monthly bill for a small industrial customer purchasing 1,215 therms of
gas from Columbia Gas would increase from $1,281.25 to $1,452.98 per month, or by 13.40
percent.

If the request is approved as filed, the total average residential customer bill would still be 24
percent lower than it was 20 years ago, when adjusted for inflation.

The total overall request represents a $124.1 million increase annually.

How Customers Can Participate in the Rate Review Process

It is important to note that the public has a voice in the review process. Anyone interested in the
case can participate by reaching out to the PA PUC, and the company encourages active

involvement by customers and any interested parties.

Customers can participate through written comments, attendance at public hearings and
through various consumer advocacy organizations that participate in the proceedings.

Customers with questions regarding the proposed rates may call Columbia Gas at 1-888-460-
4332 or visit www.ColumbiaGasPA.com for more information.

About Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania delivers clean, dependable, and efficient natural gas to approximately 445,000
customers. With headquarters in Canonsburg, it is one of six regulated utility companies of NiSource (NYSE:
NI), one of the largest fully regulated utility companies in the United States. NiSource employees are focused
on our mission to deliver safe, reliable energy that drives value to our customers, and guided by our vision to
be an innovative and trusted energy partner. More information about Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania and
NiSource, including its goal of achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions from its operations by 2040, is
available at www.ColumbiaGasPA.com and www.NiSource.com.

About NiSource

NiSource Inc. (NYSE: NI) is one of the largest fully regulated utility companies in the United States, serving
approximately 3.3 million natural gas customers and 500,000 electric customers across six states through its
local Columbia Gas and NIPSCO brands. The mission of our approximately 7,400 employees is to deliver safe,
reliable energy that drives value to our customers. NiSource is a member of the Dow Jones Sustainability -
North America Index and is on Forbes lists of America’s Best Employers for Women and Diversity. Learn more
about NiSource’s record of leadership in sustainability, investments in the communities it serves and how we
live our vision to be an innovative and trusted energy partner at www.NiSource.com. NI-F
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PROOFS OF PUBLICATIONS



The Beaufort Gazette

The Belleville News-Democrat
Bellingham Herald

Centre Daily Times

Bradenton Herald

MCCIGtChy Smbeold

The Charlotte Observer
The State
Ledger-Enquirer

Durham | The Herald-Sun
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

The Telegraph - Macon
Merced Sun-Star
Miami Herald

El Nuevo Herald

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

The Modesto Bee
The Sun News - Myrtle Beach

The Fresno Bee Raleigh News & Observer
The Island Packet Rock Hill | The Herald
The Kansas City Star The Sacramento Bee
Lexington Herald-Leader San Luis Obispo Tribune

Tacoma | The News Tribune

Tri-City Herald
The Wichita Eagle
The Olympian

Account # Order Number Identification Order PO Amount Cols Depth
19998 528074 STC_COLUMBIA GAS/NCOMPASS MEDIA_ROP_MAR-APR (G-2024-CDT $567.00 3 10.181in

Attention: Mike Hough THE STATE OF TEXAS

COLUMBIA GAS/ENCOMPASS MEDIA COUNTY OF DALLAS

POBOX 1243
MOON TOWNSHIP
CORAOPOLIS, PA15108

Copy of ad content
is on the next page

Crystal Trunick, being duly sworn, according to law
says that he/she is an agent of the Centre Daily
Times, a daily newspaper of general circulation,
having its place of business in State College, Centre
County, Pennsylvania, and having been
established in the year 1898; that the
advertisement appeared in said newspaper, that
the affiant is not interested in the subject matter
of the notice or advertisement; that all of the
allegations contained herein relative to the time,
place and character of the publication are true.

Tinsertion(s) published on:
03/15/24

[y Game

Witness Signature

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 15th day of
March in the year of 2024

Stepiranie Hatoler

Notary Publicin and for the state of Texas, residing in
Dallas County

STEPHANIE HATCHER

PRt My Notary 10 #133534406 |
Tep & Expires January 14,2028

e

S - — P

Extra charge for lost or duplicate affidavits.
Legal document please do not destroy!
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Plan for new
Haitian leadership

Spacecraft lost in

(CTHTRE DAILY TIMES.

tact had been lost with the
spacecraft.
“The ship has been lost.

I 54

British court rules
Australian isn't

is moving forward Souaaslonn toear” | bitcoin founder
3rd test of SpaceX i
Amectated Press | to see how much further | Asocared Press

Aplan to create a transi-
tional presidential council
is moving forward after a

'mega rocket

we got this time around.”
The second launch at-
tenipt in November saw

Britain's high court
ruled Thursday that an
Australian computer scis

majority of Haitian parties both the Super Heavy tist is not, as he claimed,
and coalitions submitted booster explode onits way | the mysterious creator of
the names of those back down to the Gulf of the bitcoin cryptocurrency.
charged with finding new | BYMARCIA DUNN Mexico and Starship self Craig Wright has for

leaders for the country,
Caribbean officials said

| Asrotared Press

destruct before it complet-
ed its ascent burn, acccord-

eight years claimed that he
was the man behind "Sa-

Thursday. | SpaceX's mega rocket ing to Orlando Sentine| toshi Nakamaoto,” the
The names were provid- | blasted off on ancther test reports. This time the Super | pseudonym that masked
ed to a regional trade bloc | flight Thursday and made Heavy booster made it the identity of the creator
known as Caricom that is | it farther than two pre- dloser back to Earth, al- of bitcoin.
helping lead the transi- vious attempts, but the though not completing His claim was rejected
tion. The names have not | spacecraft was lost as it what SpaceX had planned. | by the Crypto Open Patent
been made public. descended back to Earth. Earlier during the flight | Alliance, or Copa, a non-
“It is all up now to the The company said it lost Thursday, SpaceX's Elon | profit group of technology

Haitians as they are the
ones who want a Haitian-
led solution,” Surinamese
Foreign Minister Albert

contact with the space-

craft as it neared its goal,
| a splashdown in the Indi-
an Ocean, about an hour

Musk had congratulated
his team.“Space X has
come a long way,” Musk
said via X, former Twitter.

and cryptocurrency firms,
who brought the case to
court,

In his ruling, Justice

Ramdin told The Associ- after liftoff from the The rocket company was | James Mellor said Wright
ated Press. “Itis for them | southern tip of Texas near founded exactly 22 years | did not invent bitcoin, was
to pick up the ball and run | the Mexican border. ago Thursday. not the man behind Sa-

with it, being responsihle
for their own destiny.”

On Pi Day, FDA

Two test flights last year
both ended in explosions
minutes after liftoff.

Starship, the biggest and
most powerful rocket ever

e a an

SpaceX's mega rocket Starship launches for its third test
flight from Starbase in Boca Chica, Texas, Thursday.

The rocket and futur-
istic-looking spacecraft
towers 397 feel, easily
exceeding NASA's past
and present moon rockets.

toshi, or the authar of the
initial versions of the Bit-
coin saftware.

NATO chief urges

built, headed out over the  SpaceX lost centact with it during its descent. NASA watched with %

revokes rules for | Gurof Mesico afrer keen interest: The space | MOTE military aid
launch Thursday. Minutes agency needs Starship to :

frozen Cherry pIE later, the booster separat-  down into the gulf and the  lites were on board. jc?e?d in arder to Iar;wl for ukfﬂme
ed seamlessly from the spacecraft continued east- An hour later, SpaceX astronauts on the moon in

UPLeom spaceship and splashed ward. No people or satel-  commentators said con- the next two or s0 years. | UPLam

_ The U5, Food and Drug NATO Secretary General
ion marked Pi Jens used his

D.lyunlh a decision that it

annual review of the “state

will no longer hold frozen f’ d Benedict was rushed back  were laughing and they of the alliance" o wge

cherry pie to a higher stan- Autopsy ln s to the hospital the fallowing  had said something like, members of the newly-

dard than other frozen ot . day and later died. The ‘Why do they laugh like expanded 32-country mil-

fruit pies. Pi Day, an an- _b teen’s death grabbed na- that?' And they were talk- | itary pact to increase the

nual celebration of the non mary teen ﬁollalamenﬁﬁnmd sparked  ing about us in front of us,” | flow of weaponsand am-

mathematical constant pi, . s = widespread outrage, with Benedict said. munition to Ukraina,

is abserved March 14. dled by SUIClde vigils and protests through- “And so | went up there Unprecedented aid from
On Thursday, the FDA out the country. and I poured water on NATO allies had helped

announced it would revoke In response, the Owasso,  them. And then all three of | Ukraine to survive as a

the standards of identity as & toxic combination of Okla,, Police Department, them came at me,” Bene- | sovereign, independent

and quality for frozen cher- | BY SHERT WALSH Diphenhydramine and which found the injuries dict adds. “They came at nation, he told a press

Ty pies, saying they were Ubi.com Fluoxetine. Diphenhydra-  from the fight wete not the  me, they grabbed my hair, | conference in Brussels

no longer needed to ensure mine 15 an antihistamine to  cause of death, released 1 grabbed onto them. | accompanying the release

the products meet consum- The death of 16-year-old  relieve allergies. Fluoxetine  body cam foatage of their threw one of them into a of his 2023 Annual Report,

er expectations. Frozen | nonbinary student Nex is an antidepressant. interview with Benedict in paper towel dispenser and | but that it “needed even

cherry pie has been the Benedict, who was bullied Benedict died Feb. 8,one  the hospital. The footage then they got my legsout | more support and they

only variety of fruit pieor | and injured in a school day after a fight with three  shows officer Caleb Thomp-  from under me, got meon | need it now.”

frozen fruit pie that re- fight last month, hasbeen  girls, who were accused of  son interviewing Benedict at  the ground, started beating “The Ukrainians ace not

quired sep:u-ate standards. | ruled a suicide by over- bullying the teen inside a Bailey Medical Center Feb,  the [expletive| out of me.” | running out of courage.
‘The agency's decision dose, the Oklahoma State  bathroom #i Owasso High 7. Nex's mather is also ‘Dwasso Public Schoolsis | They are running out of

comes after years of Iuhhy— Medical Examiner's office  School. The 10th-grader present. currently under federal ammunition,” he said.

ing by organizations like Wednesd was treated for minor in- “1 was talking with my investigation for potential “Together, we have the

the American Baker's The autopsy report listed  juries at a local hospital friends, they were talking  discrimination related to capacity to provide Ukraine

Association.

the probable cause of death

before being released.

with their friends, and we

Benedict's death.

what it needs,” he added.

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RATE CHANGE

AMENDMENT

RIGHTING OUR WRONGS

Celebrating Women's Empowerment and Resilience

Inc.iC o the Compary) has fled a request with the
PBennsyiania Publs Uity Commission (PUC) for an increase in your natural pas distribution
rates as of May 14, 2024. This nolice descrbas the Company's rats request, the FUG sroie, ana
What BTGNS You Can take.

Columbia has requested. an averad rale increase of $124.1 miion per year. This fiing nsa
Includes a requast for appraval of the foliawing altemative rete mechanisms n acooidance
with G6 Pa. C.5. § 1350 a Ravenue Normelzalion Adjustmant mechanism to stabiliza wilty
e regarciess of changas in actual custame usage 1hat would become sflective with the

Jarkary 2025 bng cysle and a request to diead band assaciated with tha currently
effective Weathar Normalization Acjustment. The fiing also inch.des 3 raquast for approval of a
Municinal Leveization Chavge, which would Further ncrsase bills issuer to residents of the Gty
of Prttsburgh and Perryopaks, and decroase bills rssued to residents of Aoscos Borough and
New Savick

presented by

SUSQUEHANNA
ALLEY CHORALE

It tha Company's entira request & approved. tha Iotsl bl for & residential customer who
purchasas 70 tharms. anﬂiWDm Coluimbea par month would increase from S118.16 to $138.92
permanth, or by 15,58 percent

The totl b fora ssiamet using i from Columoia
e Mt wou'd increase from §195.43 to $076.04,or by 1510 peycen.

Fiatas for a smallingustrial custamer using 1.215 e cf gon oo Colurmibia per month would
Incronsa from $1.281.25 ta $1,452.98 per month, or by 13,40 pereant.

I tha Company's Municipal Levelization Cnarge & approved, customors localed in the Try.

of Pmsturgh and Per id be bild $0.70 per month in eddaion 1o tha ncreases
described abova. B for customens incated in Roscoz Borough and New Sewickloy Townstip.
= v ot §7.44.

Saturday,
March 16, 2022

7:30PM

To find out your custorer ciass or how e raguasied increass mignt afect your gas il

) pmputed

call Columbin Gas a1 1-886-450-4392. The ratas requested by the Company may be found
clumbia Gas Servico Tarlt No. § - Suppiement Ho. 373 which (= avaiiable

ation. Yau may

G,

and the reasanz

material ¥
for it A copy of this matarial is ket at Calumbia's offica. Upon rsqusst, the Company wil senc
you & Stalement of reasons for Supplement Mo, 373, explainng why the rate ncroase has |

3:00PM : Soen reuesred |

The state agency that approves rates for public wilites 18 the PUG. The PUC wll examine
ihe requesied rale incroase and can prevent Existing raEs fram changing unti it investigatos
andlar hoids NOINngs an the requast The Company must prove il 1h requested rolos are
reasonable. After exemining the evidence, the PUC may grant all. some, o nane of Ing request,
or may reduce existing fatas, The FUC may changs the amount of the rats increass requastod
b the utfity far each customer class. AS @ mgull, tha raie charged 10 you might ba different tnan
tha rale requested ty the Company 25 Shown above

Stretansky Hall,
Susquehanna University,
Selinsgrove

There are thrse ways 1o challengs  company's reueat 1o changa (ts rates

1. You may file & formal camplaint. f you want a hearing befors 3 judgs, you must il a fommal
compltinl. By Hling a formal complant, you assure tha epportunity to tzke part in
aboin the rate increase request. All OmpLiints Shoud Le Aled a5 500n as possile.
laints are fed, fne PUC may grant all, same, or nong of the roguost wihout
holding a haaring be'ore a judga.

2. Youmay send the FUG a lettar tefing wiry you ohyedt 1o the requested rata ncroase, Sometimes.
thers i3 informaicn in these letlers that makes the PLIC aware of probiems with tha compny's
service of managemant. This informat:an €an be halphul when the PUGC investigates tha rato
request. Send your letter or reguest for o farmal complint form 1o the Pennsyivania Punic
Uity Commisa.en : 0. By 3265, Hamisbusg, PA 171053265, Yourleteror formal cormpls

aby with tha PLC. Information reqarding electronic fiing is mvaiiabia @

fed alctronic
TICKETS: h'lm’}eﬁlm' puc.pa gavl

SVCMUSIC.ORG

570-547-0455 | at the door

3. You may bo a winoss ot a public inout hesnng. Public input heanngs ars held if the FUC
opens of tha company requast and if therw o 2 large Nmber
of Customers interested 0 s case. Al these hearirgs, you have e opogriunity o prezent
your vizws in persen to the PUG fuoge hearing the cass and the company repressntatives. All
1EETITOTY gVen "Undsr agtn” Dart of the officizl rate case record. Thess haarings are
Fefd in Yhe company's senvica e

Far cal the PUC &t e
that you can be notified of any heanngs that ma',-oe..wmlnu in thiscase

Columbia Gas: f

A NiSource Company
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sell US Steel

Citing the need

for "Anterican
steel workers’

By JOSH BOAK
Associzted Press

WASHINGTON (AP)
— President Joe Biden
came out in opposilion
to the planned sale of
U5, Steel to Nippon
Steel of Japan, saying on
Thursday that the US.

needs to “maintain strong
American steel companies

powered by American
steel workers.”

In a statement, Biden
added: “U.S. Steel has
been an iconic American
steel company for more
than a century, and it is
vital for it to remain an
American steel compa-
ny that is domestically
owned and operated.”

By opposing the merg-
er, Biden has chosen to
support unionized work-
ers in a critical election
vear at the risk of upset-
ting the business com-
munity and an essential
ally in Japan. Thursday's
announcement, coming
as Biden is campaigning
in the Midwest, could
have ripples in his race
against the presumptive
Republican presidential
nominee, Donald Trump.

The Democratic
president has made the
restoration of American
manufacturing a corner-
stone of his agenda as he

Biden opposes plan to

seeks reelection, and he
has the endorsements of
the AFL-CIO and several
other prominent unions,
The White House said
Thursday that Biden
called David McCall,
president of United
Steelworkers, to reiterate
his support for its mem-
bers.

Nippon Steel
announced in December
that it planned to buy
the Pittsburgh-based

Swimming and Di
Bucknell Universi

1

The Bradfard Gra

ANo THER Era

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER

10 YEARS AGO
Bradford High's girls 200 free relay team is

celebrating today! The quartet of Donna Good,
Kyleigh Anderson, Jessica Buchheit and Ann
Confer baltled their way to an overall 14th
place finish and all-state honors at the PLAA
ving Champienships at
ty on Friday.
50 YEARS AGO

Science projects and a demonstration of
the new elementary science curriculum will
h| ghlight the Bradiord Area Schools Science

.\ccmdmg to Donald Graybill, Bradford Area
High School science chairman, 3 junior and

which will enter the regional science fair to be
held at the Bradford Area Schoal March 30,
100 YEARS AGO
Bradford’s new high school building will
cost approximately $375,000, aucord:ng to bids
opened by the School Board. The complete

included in the builders” specifications.

xhibit, Grades K-12, at the Bradford Mall today.

senior high projects will be exhibiled, the best of

buikling, according to the lowest figures submit-
ted by contractors, will cost 5340,140.42 to which
must be added about §25,000 for equipment not

steel producer for 514.1
billion in cash, raising
concerns about what the
transaction could mean
for unionized workers,
supply chains and US.
natinnal security.

The Japanese company
has tried to assuage crit-
ics by promising no job
losses due to the merger.
It also committed to keep-
ing the U5, Steel name
and Pittsburgh head-
quarters, while noting it
already has a presence
in the American market
and would bring in new
resources to foster job
growth,

‘The company, which is
the world’s fourth largest
steel producer, launched
a website with supportive
statements from Larry
Summers, the former
treasury secretary, and
Pat Tnnmny a Republican
and former senator from
Pennsylvania.

Shortly after the steel
deal was announced, the
White House indicated it

would be under review by

the secretive Commitiee
on Foreign Investment

in the United States. The
government does not offi-
cially provide updates on
the CFTUS review process.

Biden has a big mega-
phone to weigh in on
the matter, but he is not
intervening in the review
process or formally block-
ing the deal, according
to a person familiar with
deliberations who insisted
an anonymity to discuss
the situation.

When asked about the
deal on Thursday, White
House national security
spokesman John Kirby
declined to say if the
president wanted to stop
it outright or would be

6 | Uammg%/ﬂder

e g Top af

Saturday March 16 - Noon to 5pm
56 W Washington St. | Bradford, PA

Ham Leek Dinner with Corned Beef &
(Cabbage with locally picked Leeks
Regular Menu Available As Well
][] |B] [BR] (6] [BN] [B] [BE] |M} |

The United States Steel Mon Valley Works Clairton Plant Is shown Feb. 26. President Joe Biden is oppnslng
the planned sale of U.S. Steel to Nippon Steel of Japan.

amendable to changes in
its structure. But Kirby
told reporters that the
United States sees its alli-
ance with Japan as “stron-
ger than it's ever been.”

Still, the president
holds sway over CFIUS.
The treasury secretary
leads the committee,
which is also composed
of the heads of federal
agencies and, as deemed
apprapriate, directors of
White House councils on
the economy and national
security.

Trump said carlier this
year after meeting with
the Teamsters union that
he would stop the US.
Stee] acquisition: “1 would
block it. I think it's a hor-
rible thing, when Japan
buys US. Steel. T would
bloc! stantancous|y.”

Biden traveled
Thursday to Saginaw,
Michigan, which was once
home to multiple General
Motors plants and where
he hopes his backing from

P phato

union workers can reso-
nate with voters.

The city is in a swing
county that narrowly
backed Trump in 2016
and then flipped to Biden
in 2020, making it a cru-
cial comtest in this year's
presidential race.

Biden has a close rela-
tionship with the United
Steelworkers, He gave the
union members “personal
assurances” that he has
their backs, according to
a February statement by
the union about Nippon
Steel's plans, U.S. Steel
is headquartered in
Pennsylvania, another
key state in this year's
clection.

The United
Steelworkers issued a
statement last week after
meeting with representa-
tives from Nippon Steel
that it had concerns about
whether the company
would honor existing
Jabar agreements and
about the company's

to Japanese firm

financial transparency,
adding that there were
“barriers” to closing a
merger.

The US. considers
lapan ta be one of its clos-
est allies and a key part-
ner in countering China’s
ambitions and mﬂuence
in Asia. ﬂldm h—ns vi
ed the coun
president and mll hast
Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida al the
White House on April 10,

But Nippon Steel's
connections to China have
raised concerns within
the Biden administration.
More than half the steel
produced globally comes
from China, accord-
ing to the World Steel
Association. India is the
second-largest producer,
followed by Japan and the
United States.

The U.S. Chamber of
Commerce warned ina
February blog post that
it would be foalhardy
of the Biden administra-
tion to block the deal.
Doing so could hurt for-
eign investment into the
Uniled States, cause other
couniries Lo block the
overseas investments that
U.S. companies want to
make and undermine the
US.-Japan alliance, the
chamber said,

John Murphy, the
head of international
issues for the chamber,
said Thursday that it was
“inappropriate and coun-
terproductive” of Biden
to politicize the CFIUS
review,

“I¥'s imperative that
the CFIUS review pro-
ceed; and if, as expected,
it reveals no national
security concerns, the sale
should proceed,” Murphy
said.

But Sen, Bob Casey,
D-Pennsylvania, whe
is up for reelection,
applauded Biden's
statement, saying, “I'll
waork like hell against
any deal that leaves our
Steelworkers behind "

can take,

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RATE CHANGE

Columiia Gas af Pennsylvania, Inc, {Columbia Gas o the Company) has filed 2 request with the
nsyhvania Public Utiity Cammissian PUC) far an increzse in your natural gas distribubion rates 2s
of May 14, 2024, This natice describes the Company’s rate request, the PUC's rol, and whal actions

Golumbiz has requested an overall rata increase of $1241 mllion per yoar. This fling alsa inchudes
a request for appreral of the following allemstive rate mechanisms in accordance with 66 Px, C.5,
§ 1330 3 Revenue Normalization Adjustment mechanism 1o stabdize utiity revenus ragardiens of
Ghanges in eafuel eustomer uega that would Bacome affective wil the January 2026 hiling cycle
and & raguast o e the

Adjustment. Tha filing !l.!nhlrjadm a fequest for approval of a Municipal L.cvzlzabon Charge, which

residants cf the City Porryopolis,

bils issued to mmmnmwm Bumn;hand New Sevickiay,

11 he Campany's entira roquast is spproved, the fatal b for 2 fesidentiel customer wha purchases
s i increaso from S11B.1 to $136.82 per month, or by
15,88 porcent.

The total bill for 2 using G purchased trom Columbia per
bl el i iy or by 13,8 percent

Rates for a smell industrial customer using 1.215 themms of pas from Columiia per month would
increase from $1.281.25 to $1,432.98 per month, or by 13,40 percant.

1 tha Compary's Municipal Levefization Chargo & approved, customers focaled in the City of
Fl:ulnmh anid Perryopols woud be billod $0.70 rm mmonth in adkdition to the increases cescribed

Bils for custormers ocated in Rascos Borough and New Sewickley Township would increaza
:udeacmmd ahove, but they would receive 3 monthly bill credil of §7.44,

Tofind il your customer cksss or might afiect . call Colimbiia
Gas at 1-B83-460-4332, The ralea requosted by the Gompany may be found in proposed Colimsia
Gaa Service Tarff No. 4 - Supplensant No. 573 which ia avalable ot Wipa:/wvw.cobmbiagaspa.
You may expming the natenial fled with the
PUG, which explans the raquested increase and the rassons for t. A copy of his mataral s ke at
Columbiz's office. Upon tequest. the Company wil send you a statement of reasons for Supplement
o, 373, wl:ml\g witry the rats icrease has been requested.

The that for public utlitias is the PUC. Tha FLI

rate increass and can prevent existing rates from changing until {t investizates sndvor helds. imn.nm
on the requoat. Tha Company must prove that the requested fales are ressonsble. Altar axamining
the svidence, the PUG mey grent =1, some. of nons of the raguast, ar may reduce exsting fates, The
PUG oy change the amount of the rte incresse requested by the utliiy for eoch custormar chiss
A3 3 resul. the fate chergad 1o you might be difforont. than the rai= requested by tha Canzny as
shown shove,

Thete are three ways to challange 2 company s requast o changs its rates

1 it ge. youmust fis
By Hing s fomd mm youassure ,-mgemmpmmm, 10 ks prt m asrings about ha rats
increase request. Al complaints should be fled as soon a3 possdle. I no formal complaints are Hod.
the PLIC may grant al, some. of nane of the request without holding 2 heaing before & judge.

send the FUC & letter telling why you object 1o the requested mto kicrosse. Sometimes
nnroumlunmm inthass lattara that makes the PUC sware of problams with the company's service
of managament. This information can be heiphi when the PUC imvestigates the rate request. Send
yout leltet ar requast for & formal complaint forim fo the Fennaylvznia Pubkc Uty Corrrmissicn, P.O.
Box 5265, Hemsburg. PA 17105-3285 Your Iter of forrd camplint <an ba fhod elestionically with
the PUC, Inforrelion reganding Is avaitable 5t puc.pe

3 You mey i & winasa al 8 publc nput hesring. PubE: input hoarings ao hekd € the PUC apens
&n investigation of he company s fate increase requast and H horo am 3 karge number of castomsts
- At . you have the 1o prasent your o
tha PUC jutge hearing the case and tho compny represenisties, A estrmony ghven under oath
becomes part af the ofiicial rate co30 record. These hesrings are held i the compary's service ares,

For mare infomation, caln-Puca 1-600-692-7380. You may | \raveyuwrﬁrl’!aﬂﬂﬁdumuw‘hal
t may be

you £an be ot
Columbia Gas:
ANSouzce Company
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Stock market today: Wall
Street slips after another
report on inflation that
was worse than expected

By STAN CHOE
Assoclated Press

NEW YORK — US

stocks slipped Thursday after
@ mixed batch of economic
data seamed 1o drive the fi-
nal nail inte hopes that easier
Interest rates may artive very
soon.
The S&P 500 fell 1483
points. or .3%, to 5,150.4K,
though s still close t its
all-time high sct Tuesday
The Dow Jones Industri-
al Average sank 137.66, or
0.4%, to 38.905.66. and the
Nasdaq composite lost 49.24,
or 1.3%. 10 16,128.53.

The moves were more de-
cisive in the bond marks
where Treasury yields
alter a repont showed infla-
tion was a touch hotter at the
wholesale level last month
than economists  expecied.
It's the latest in a string of
data on nflation that's been
worse than forecast. which
has kept the door closed on
wrht.r hopes that the Feder-
ve could start citting
mh_n.- rtes at its meeting
next week.

But other reponts released
Thursday also showed some
softening in the cconomy,
which kept alive hopes thar
the long-ierm trend for nfla-
tion remains downward

Traders still see Jargely ex-
peet the Fed to begin cutting
rates in June, according to
data from CME Group, The
Fed's main rate is at its high-
st e ince 2001 in hopes
of grinding down inflation,
and curts would relieve pres-
suwe on the cconomy and fi-
nancial system,

The question hanging over
Wall Street is how much the
latest signals of potentially
stubbom inflation: will ult-
mately delay rate curts. That
in tum could damage the
lmgc run LS. stocks have
been on since late October.
nising in 16 of the Tast 19
weeks.

ki

Traders  on Thursday
pushed sonte bets For the first
cut to interest rates into July
from June.

The day's mix of data
could push the Federal Re-
serve to signal it foresces
only two culs to rates this
vear, down from three. ac-
corhing to Brian Jacohsen,
chiel ceonomist at Amiex
Wealth M;

Dollar General exceutives
said inflation is pushing cus-
tomers to make trade-offs in
es. away from non-e:
and name brandls, It's
also removing self-checkout
from more than 300 of its
stores that are expes ung

A day earlicr, rival Dnilnr
Tree tumbled after reporting

Fed officials will give their
fatest forecasts  for where
hey see interest mtes head-
ing this year on Wednesday,
following their latest policy
meeting.

Among the data they’ll
mull is # report from Thurs-
day that said shoppers spent
less at US. retailers last
month than economists ex-
pected. Such data drags on
the overall cconomy  but
could also remove upward
pressure on inflation.

The government also said
retail sales wene weaker in
January than earlier thought.
Strong  spending by ULS.

houscholds has been one of

the linchpins keepimg the
ceanomy out of a recession
despite high interest rates.

A separate report said fow-
er U.S. workers applied for
uneinplovment_benefits st

eck than expected. That's
good news fur workers gen-
crally. But oo much strength
in the job market, which has
remained remarkably resil-
ient. could add upward pres-
sure on inflation.

The mix of data sent the
yield on the 10-year Treasury
upm-l K% from 4.19% late
. The two-year
yldd‘ which more closely
s expectations for the
Fed, rose 1o 4.69% from
4.63%.

On Wall Street. Dollar
General swung sharply de-
spite reporting stronger prof-
it and revenue for the Jatest
quarter than L\pLL(Ld Its
stock fell 5.1%
more than 6% ¢

E
Z

ker-than-expected results
and saying it would close
hundreds of its Family Dollar
stores.

Dick’s Sporting  Goods
jumiped 15.5% after it report-
ed stronger profit for the lat-
st quarter than expected and
increased its dividend.

Robinhood Markets
gained 5.2% as near-record
stock and crypto prices drove
strong growth in trading ac-
fivity among its customers,
last month.

u. el sank 0.4% afier
¢ Biden came out
on of the planncd
sule of the company to Nip-
pon Steel of Japan.
ippon Steel announced
in December that it planned
to buy the Pittsburgh-based
steel producer for $14.]
billion i cash. raising
concerns about what the
ion could mean for
uniomized workers, supply
chains and U.S. national

Sharcs of Anheuser-Busch
InBev mading in the United
States slumped 5 after
Altria said o
portion of its stak
maker of Budweiscr,

Homebuilder Lemar sank
7.6% despite reporting stron-
ger prowth in piofil than
expected, as its revenue fell
short of anulysts” forecasts

In stock markets abread.
indexes were mixed across
Europe and As

Japan's Nikkei 225 rose
0.3%, as speculation rose that
the Bank of Japan may soon
end its policy to keep interest
rates below zero.

SpaceX comes close to
completing test flight of
mega rocket but loses
spacecraft near end

By MARCIA DUNN
AP Aeraspace Wifter

SpaceX came close w com-
pleting an hourlong 1est flight
of its mega rocket on its third
try Thnrsclay, but the spaceeraft
was fost as it descended back to
Earth

The comgany said it lost con-
tact with Starship as it neared its
goal, & splshilown in the Indian
Occan. The firsi-stage booster
also ended up in picces. break-
mig spart much earlier m the
flight over the Gulfl of Mexico
after lmmching from the south-
am tip of Texas near the Mex-
ican border,

“The ship has been lost. So
no qmshdmvn today,” said
SpaceX’s Dan Huol Bm
i, it's incredible 1o soe how
much funher we got this e
armmd.”

Two test flights kst vear bod
ended in explosions mimutes af-
terlifioff: By surviving for close
10 30 minutes this time, Thurs-
day’s effort was considered a
wii by ot only SpaceX's Clon
Musk. but NASA as well as
Starship soared higher and far-
ther than ever before. The space
agency is counting on Starship
to land its astronauts on the
moon m anather few years.

The nerly 400-foot
(121-meter) Starship, the big-
gest and most powerful mcket
ever built, headed out over the
Gulfl of Mexico after liftoff
Thursday moming, flving east.
‘Spmzltm crowded the neartsy
beaches in South Padre Island
and Mexice.

A few minutes later, the
booster separated scamlessly
fioin the spaceship, but broke
apart 1,500 feet (462 meters)

above the gulf. instead of plum-
meling into the water intact. By
then. the spacecraft was well o
the cast and continuing upwird,
with no people or satellites on
board.

Starship reached an altinde
ofabout 145 miles (233 kilome-
ters) as it coasted across the At-
lantic and South Africa, before
approaching the Indian Ocean.
But49 minutes o the light —
with just |35 minutes remaining
— all contact was lost and the
spaceerft presumably broke
apat.

At that point. it was 40 miles
163 kilemeters) high and ravel-
ing around 16,000 mph (25,700

!

SpaceX's Elon Musk had
Jjust congranilated s team 2
litthe carficr. “SpaceX has come
2 long way,” he said via X, for-
mrly cafled Twitter. The rocket
company was founded exactly
22 years ago Thursday.

NASA watched with keen in-
terest: The space agency necds
Starship to suceeed in onder to
land astronauts on the moon in
the next two or so years. This
new aop of moonwalkas —
the fist since lasl centun’s
Apollo program — will de-
scend to the lunar surface in 2
Starship afler transferring from
NASA's Orion capsule i funar
orbiL

NASA  Admistrator  Bill
Nelson  quickly  congratulat-
ed SpaceX on what he called
a suceessul test flight as punt
of the space agency’s Artemis
moon-landing program.

T stambess  steel,  bul-
let-shaped spacecrft launched
atop a first-stage booster known
as the Super Heavy. Both the
booster and the spacecraft are

designed 1o be reusable, al-
though they were never memnt
to be salvaged Thursday.

On  Strship’s  inaugural
taunch last Aprl, several of the
booster's 33 methune-fueled
engines failed and the booster
did not separate from the space-
crafi, causing the entire vehicle
1o explode and crash into the
pulf four minutes afier lifioff

SpaceX managed to double
the length of the flight during
November’s rial nm. While all
33 engines fired and the boost-
ot peeled away as plnned, the
flight ended in a pair of explo-
sions, first the booster and (hen
the spacecraft.

The Fedeml Aviation Admin-
istration reviewed all the cor
rections made to Staship, be-
fore signing off on Thursday's
launch. The FAA said afier the
flight that it would again imves-
tigate what happened. As during
the second flight. all 33 booster
engimes performed well during
ascent, according to SpaceX.

Initially, SpaceX plans fo
vse the mammoth rockets w0
lamch the company's Star-
link intermet sateflites. as well
as other spacearaft. Test pilots
waould follow to orbit. before
the company flies wealthy
clients around the moon and
back. Musk considers the
moon a stepping stone to Mars,
his ultimate quest.

NASA is msisting that an
empty Starship land success-
flly on the moon, befor: fisture
moonwalkers climh  aboard.
The space ageucy is lanzeting
the end of 2026 for the first
meon landing crew under the
Artemnis progrm, named afier
the mythological twin sister of
Apallo.

February retail sales up
0.6%, yet fissures emerge
in what has been a driving

force for US economy

By ANNE ['IHNOCH
AP Retefl Witer

NEW YORK — Amcricans
picked up their spending o bit
n February after pulling back
the previous monthe. But last
month's gain was wezker than
expected. and January's decline
was revised even lower, sug-
gesting that many are growing
mofe cautions with their money.

Retail sales mse 0.6% last
month after falling a revised
1.1% i January, dmgged
down in part by inclement
weather, secording 1o the Com-
merce Department’s report on
Thursday.

nhnur, ‘s number was also
lifted in part by higher gas pric-
es as well as higher auto sales
and a rebound in building ma-
terials, which were depressed
by severe weather in January.
Ev:lndmg sales from gas sta-
tions and auto dealers, sales ruse
0.3%.

The pational average gas
price Thursday was $3.41 per
gallon, per AAA. up frum$3.39
a week ago, and $326 last
menth.

Govermment retail data isn't
odjusted for inflation. which
ticked up 0.4% from Jamury
Febrary, higher than the prev
ous month’s figure of 0.3%, ac-
cording to the latest govemment
report. So retmlers only cked
out a slight inerease accounting
for inflation,

*“Februmry retail sales provide
firther proof’ that spending on
discretionary goods in 21
likely to be soft fulluwmg sev-
eral years of strong growth and
as consumer health — albeit still

relatively strong — is somewhat
weighed down by inflation and
reduced savings” said David
Silvermun., senior director al
Fitch Ratings.

snapshot offers oaly a partial
Took at consuiner spending and
doesn’t inchude many services,
including travel and hotel lodg-
es. But the lone services catego-
Ty — restaurants — registered
an uptick of 0.4%.

“Elevated mterest rales, an
uptick in energzy costs, and per-
sistent discomfort with price
levels contimie to push con-
surmers o make trade-offs with
budgeting, with goods catego-
fies increasingly  overlooked
n avor of serviees spending.”
saidl Kayls Braun, senior econo-
Joming Consult, a data

Business  at  department
stores fell 0.2%, while clothing
and accessory stores posted &
.5% drop. Funiture and home
firrnishvings stores had 3 1.1%
decline. Online sales showed 2
rare decline of 0.1%. Electron-
ics and appliance stores lud a
solid 1.5% mcrease.

A strong jobs market and
nsing wages h:\\-e fircled house-
hold spending. which also has
become choppy in the face of
rising credit costs and higher
prices

America’s employers con-
tinued to hire m February,
adding a surprising 275,000
jobs, undmmunn}, the U
cconomy's resilience despite
efforts of the U.S. Federal RL'
serve to knock down inflation

by slowing spending.

While costs for many goods
appear to have phlmlml con-
sumer prices i the United
Sttes picked up last manth
That again revealed the com-
plexity of the Fed's task in slow-
g the economy 1o keep prices
in check, and also a potential
headache  for Prosident Joc
Biden in his bid for re-election.

The most recent guarerly
financial repons from big re-
tailers like Walman Target and
Macy's show that their custol
ers are looking for deals and in
many cases sticking to the ne-
cussities when they sho g‘

“They continue to shop hul
they anc more constrined, ™
Targzet CEO Brian Comell told
The Associated Pross in an in-
terview last week. “People ane
using credit cands to get through
the menth. Rent costs across the
country are up, and gas has been
volatil

Chris Riccobono, founder of
New York clothing chain Un-
imckit. said his experience indi-
cates that custorners are waiting
for items o go on sle before
making purchases. Riceobono
nonctheless hopes 10 cut back
an the company’s reliance on
discounts 0 dive sales. Be-
fore the coronavins pandemic,
Untuckit only held sales three
fimes a year.

1 want to start to tain our
customers o get back into the
pre-COVID days,” he said,

Yer even with some customn-
ers hesitant to spend, Unickit,
which began as an online retl-
e plans to add 14 more stores
this year, bringing its towal 1o
close o 100,

Actor Pierce Brosnan pleads guilty to
walking in Yellowstone park thermal
area, must pay $1,500

MAMMOTH, Wye. (AP)
— Pierce Brosixu, whose fic-
titicus movie character James
Bond has been in hot water
plenty of times. pleaded guilty
Thursday to stepping off o wail
in a thermal arca during a No-
vember wisit o Yellowstone
National Park,

Brosman, who called in to the

court hearing. was fined $500
and ordered 0 make 2 $1,000
donation to Yellowstone Forev-
er — a nonprofit eranization
that suppons the pak — by
April 1, court records said

A sccond petty offense.
for violating closures and
use limits, s dismissed
by US. Magistrate Judge

Stephanic Hambrick.
rostan’ tomey, Kl
Knichel, was not immediately
avatilable for comment.
Brosman, 70, walked in an
ofFlinits area at Mammoth
Temaces. in the northem pan
of Yellowstone near the Wy
ming-Montana line, on Nov. 1.
secarding to the citations.
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED RATE CHANGE

(GohimbiaGas o Pyt 1. Colunta s ot Conpary s e
L) for

i natural

rates as of hay 14, 2024, Tns.

noiice describes the Company's lammquﬁ\ the PUC's roda, and whal actions you can take,

Golurribla tas requested an ovarall rate increase of §124. millan per year. This fiing slso incluces a request
ot

for approval

New Sawckley.

I tne Company's ontire request 1S Sparoved, the totel bl for  resicantial customer wiio purcrasos 70 therns
of gas from Golumbia per manth would incroasa from $118.16 o $138.92 per ninih, or by 15.88 percant.

The tated il for 3 small commersel customer usng 150 therms of gas purcrased from Columbin per montn
wauld incraase from $106.43 to $225.24, o by 15.18 percent.

witn 66 Pa. C.5. § 1330: 2 Revenus
Hormakization Agpstment mechsrism fo sishiize utility rvenue regurcless of changes in sctual cusiomer
u55ge that would Decome sftective wiin e January 2025 biling cycio ang a request 10 remove: the ooag
Bana associaied with the currantly Sective Weathar Nomakzation Adjusiment. The fing also nchios 3
roguost for approval of a Municipal Level zation Chargo, wivch would furiher incresse bils ssued fo residents
of the City of Pitsourgn and Parmyopois. and decroase bils 5ued to rescants of Roscoe Borough and

Rates for
5,

gas from Calumba p
11,25 to $1,452.98 per monih, or by l"idﬂpev{eﬂ[

If the Company's Muricnal Levelzation Gharge is approved, customers located i tha City of Pritsburgh and
s would ba bBec $0.70 per monih in 20dion o the increases cescrived sbave, B s for customens

and
receiva & momthly bil credit of §7.44,

To find out your customer class or how the requested increase might afiect your gas bil, call Calumais Gas
3t 18884504332, Tha retes roquesio ty the Gompary may ba found in proposed Colmbia Gas Strece
Mo, 373 wrich

I ncroase o described above, but they would

Taniffhia, 9-

‘Doen requested.

request. All complaints

nformaticn in thasalettors that raves tha
T armaton can bo helful when fa FUC imvesbaates the raie raquest, Send your fetter or request for a
formal complart form Ia the Ponnayhani Putic Utfity Commission, . 0, Boe 3265, Hamsbug, PA 17105-

usireguiatoryiniarmation, You may examing the materil fled with the PUC, wivch axplams the requestes
nciaasa and ihe feasons for i, A Copy of s matenal & kopt al Columba's oMo, Upoh request, e
Company wil sand you = statement of reasons for Sunplecnent Mo, 373, explsining why the rate increase has

The sate pency hat appaes et Ul us s 18 PUC. The FUC wi examie the equesicd

the PG may grant all, some, or rana of the requast, ar may reduce adsing rtes. The FUC may changs the
amount of the rate incres se requasted by tha ulilty for each customer class. As & resul, the rale charged to
YOu Might be diffarant than the rata r2qUESta0 by e COMPany 35 Shown ahove,

There arethree ways to challenge = company's request io change 1s rates:

1. You may fia 2 formal complaint. If you want  hearng bofora = pdge, you must fle s formal complaint,
i @ formal complat, you assure yoursiT the ooporiufity to lzke part in hearings about the rate increase
ymal complaints are flsd, the PUC may
arant all. some, or none of the request without holging a hearing before o juggs,

fled =5 soon 25 possible. If no

2. vou maysar . PLC 3 et 17 iy yu 051 1 rsuciod o crsase. Somasmos here s

3065, Yourztar ar formal com,

plai
fling is avalzble 3t htipsAefing.auc n1.gou!

3. You may be 3 wiress at a publbe input hearng. Putlic input hearings are keld 1 the PUC opens an
investigaion of the company's rale increase request and if there are a larga umber of cusiomers inferested
in tha case. At thesa feanngs. you hawa INe DODOMLTY 10 ArESENI Y0ul iews in NarSon 10 the PUC poge
heanng tha casa and the company representatives., All lesbmany given “under calh” becomes part of the
olficial rate cass rECOrd. These Neanngs ale feld 1170 COmpary § Service ea.

For more informatiorn, call the PUC &t 1-800-632-7360. You may e yout RafMie 300 §00res 50 1hat you Canl
be niotfied of any heanngs that may be scheduled in s c3se,

Columbia Gas:

A NiSource Campany

g dectronic
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Fairfield volunteer firefighters host annual banquet

Hiares Stapf eport olficers were introduced, and
veleran members. living and

About LU0 people attended  decensed, were recopnized
Fairfield Fire and Emergency A teview of the year was

Medical Services Co 2's Annu- - presented and the Fireman's
al Appreciation Bangquet Prayer was offered

The event took palee March  Mumerous state. Adams
O gt the fire station Comty. amd loeal elected offi-

Awards were presented.  cials were m attendance

Photos by Darryl Wheeler/Gettyshurg Times

Fairficld Fire Chicf Bill Jucobs, left, prescnls the Firefighter Foirfiehd Fire Chiel Bill Jacahs, left, presents the chicl's
of the Year Award to Brad Shughart. award to Miles Leister.

The line officers of tFairfield Fire and Emergency Medical Sen es Co.
Rubcrl Stanley, mn\urufF\urfL-ill !EIEﬂ\n:iEssnrl (Iurm[,lht J.lslslnlll chicl; Willinmi Jucobs, chicf; Adam Jacohs, deputy chicl; Brad Shughart, Ilullumnl Mike llllrﬂhllwn fire |1D|ICE
Fairifeild fire company's ewards hanquet March 9. captain; Steve Bata, fire police licutenant.

Fairfield Fire and Emergency Medical Services Co. 2 Bonrd of Directors members are fram
left, Wyvatt Shorh, Mike Hartdagen, Brad Hartdagen, Dianna Ratliff, Rose Jacobs, Brad

Fire company administrative officers are from feft, Holly Kuykendall, treasurer; Carale
Hartdagen, treasurer; Miles Leister, viee president; Gary Shorb Jr, president; Dianna Ratliff,

membership secretary; and Rose Jacobs, recarding secretary Shughart and Miles Leister,

By Curt Anderson Thursday. which 1s March 14 or pizzn. § back thousands ol for pi. but there 15 no end aceurately it only ers by aboul

Assocreated Press 314 — the first three digeits of tn Simply puL pi is a mathemati- ot Egvpt, Babylon [t wasn't given its n until a quarter of an inch (0.6 centi-
infinite number with many g citl constant that expresses the 1706, when Welsh mathematician - meters) for every 23,000 miles

trcal wses. ratio of a cirele’s circumfer- itselll dates 1o 1988, William Jones began using the  (ubout 40,000 klometers),

fth enthusiasts around the 0o e world many peo- ence o its dinmeter 14is part of when physicist Larry Shaw  Greek symbol for the mamber Tavery year the San I

neiseo

world, front college kids t0 k- ple will mark the day with a
et seientists, ‘brate Pi Day on of pic — sweel, savory or ev

a

asironomy.

many formulas used in physics,
wineering and other

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RATE CHANGE

Columbia Gas of Pannsyhvania, Inc_ {Catumbia Gas or the G hihe
Pubi Uity Cammission [FUG) for an increese 1 your natural gas dsiibdion nates 15 of May 14, 2024, Thia
notics describes the Company's fata request. the PLIC s roia, and whal aC10nS you can ks,

ookimbia tais reglesie a0 dveial ok e o $124.1 MRG por you. Vi flng s mckales 2
ruquest tor approval of the folowng th 66 Pa. C.5. § 1930: 2
Revenus Normatzation Adustment mechanism 10 stabiize ulimf revenua regardiess of changes in actusi
cusiomer us=ge fhat would become effective with the Jarusry 2025 billing cycla and & r2qusst 10 femove
ne dad band associslad wi tha curentl eflective Wealher Normalization dcpaimer. Tia oy sivs
\1Uhﬂﬁ A rEquest for d lirat; bills ssuad

10 reswdents of Ine Gty of P\usuugn and Pemyopais. =m serossn b s 1 egktents of Foncos
Borough and New Sewic

i tha s ; =, who puschasen 70 therms
o gas rom Galumbia per month woud incresse from S11B 16 1o §136 02 per month, o by 15 88 paccant

The tota bt far & gos Columbia pet month
would increass from $185.43 o $226.24. nrby i Bd(!\‘

Rates for o omall industiel customer uaing 1.215 therma of gas frem Catumbia per manth would incroaae
Foim §1.281.25 10 $1,453 98 per monih, er by 13 40 percent.

¥ the Compary's Municinal Leveh.an:nl:harge s approved. Customers (ocated i theCity of Ptsburgh end
Permyopol =r month ineddifion

locaied it Noscoe Borough and New Sewickey Townehi would ncrease a5 Beseibed ABovs, bul thoy
woud receive 2 monthly bil credat o7 $7.44.

To finc e your custamer ciss of how Ihe rEguESted ncrasss might tfect yous g b, cal Columbia Gas
&t 1-BAS-460-4332. T
Toriff Mo, 9 - Supplomen No. 373 i s e ot TUES it ORI S C T o -Compadyd
#D0ut-us/rguiatony Hformation. You may Examine the (raterial fled with the PUE, which explains the
requestod incresse and tha reasons for i A copy of s material i kept af Golumbia's office. Upan request,

a0 y0u A Kat Mo 373, explaining why the rate ncrense
hars been requested

Tha stae oy (t anvoe fokos or publi; siion i \he P, Tha PLC wit exainine s et
ratz ing undl it investigates and mnamnn\hn
request lnecnmpaw st e hat molcqmms fales am reasanable. After s amening the svidence,
the PUC may grant zll, soma, or nang of the request. o may reducs exsting rfes. The PUC moy changs the

amcuntof the 7 the utity ko class. A5 arasult, the rate charged 1o
you might b= differ=nt e rat tha Campany
Thers. ¥ 10 chalfenge a Company's mOutat 10 change

*. Yau may Fla a larmal complamt. i you want a nearing betore a judga. you must fiea foamal compeant. By
Hling a formal Complaint. you 058ur@ soursel 1 GRPOMunily 1 t=ke part in hearings about the rate norease
foquast All complaints shoukd be et a5 500n as possible. i na fomal complaints ars fited, the PUC may
grant o sama, of nens of tha request wanawt hoiding 3 hoaring befar a wdge.

2. You may send the PUC a ke tefing why you object to the requested rale incresse. Somalmes

there |5 information in thess letters that makes the FUC aware: of robiems with B CoMmpany's eryice

or managemert. This information can b= helpful whan the PLC nvestiates the rate mquast Send your

Iattor or request for a fommal compieint form m the Pennsyiana Pubéc Uity Commissan, . O, Box

3263, Harmisburg. PA T7105-3283. Your letter or formal complaint can ba fied elctronicolly with tha PUC.
absz at 2

&

3. You may be a witness ot a public iout hearing. Publes input hazrings are held f tha PUG opens an

ouio o i cowpany s ek st faaue S| sl e e o i e O clmtcet Kk

Althesa bearngs., you hava the ol your iews in parsan to the PUG udge

sk axd e Eomplny rereosatiyes. AL faslireiey cen i s baccines part o e
B €1 1 18 COMpainy's Sérvica area,

For 1l s PUG st 0, o ey beusvi your i il sidness so Uil you
an - srngs that may e scheduled i this cas=
N
71
ds”
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mmum seience museum in Son
Francisco. The holiday dsdn t
really gain national recognition
though until wo decades later.
In 2009, Congress designated
every March 14 1o be the big dav
— to hopefully spur more inter-
et in math and science. Fittingly
enough, the dey 15 also Albert
Eimsteins buthday

Fere's a little more about the
0 o how 1t's eel-

calculite the crewnler-
a circle by measuring the
mnmclur — the distance strsight
aeross the circle’s middle — and
multiplying that by the 3. 14-plus
monber

It is considered a constant
number and it is also inf

before mmpup
mtists such os
Isasc Newton spent many hours
caleulsting decimal places by
hand. Today, wsing sophisticatad
computers. researchers have
come up with trllions of digits

Why that letter? It's the
first Greek letter in the words
'pm hery™ and “perimeter,” and
pi s the mtio of a ewcle’s periph-
ey — o cireumirence — 1 its
digmeter.

The number iskey 1o aceurate-
1y pointing an antenna. toward a

thing from the si
sive evhnder needed in nefinery
cquipment 1o the size of paper
rulls tsed m priniers

Piis also useful in determining
the mecessary seale of o tank
serves beating amd air condition-

ing systems in buildings of vori-
ous size

NASAuses pi ona daily basis
Is key to caleulating orbits, the
5 of planets and other
tal bodies. elements of
rocket propulsion, spas fi
communication and even the cor-
rect deployment of parachutes
when a vehicle splashes down on
Earth or [nnds on Mars

Using just nine digits of’ pi,
scientists sav it ean calculate
the Earth’s circumference so

Therz's more to the story...

% LIVING
2 2 LIBRARY

efiminating racism
empowering women

MONDAY, APRIL 22 - SATURDAY, APRIL 27

The YWCA Gettysburg & Adams County and the
Adams County Library System are excited to snnounce
our second annual Living Library experience! It takes
place during the fourth week In April and Is loosely
based on the global Human Library® initiative. Jain us
for an oppartunity to engage in conversations with
human ‘books,’ where individuals share their unique life
experiences and perspectives. New for 2024, sessions
will be held at library branches throughout the county,
offering both small group sessions and one-on-one
interactions. Stay tuned for more details!

Stay tuned for more information at
www.adamslibrary.org/living-library ,I;a

ADAMS cuum—v \aﬁ

“Fonwans® S

SR

musewn thut eoined the holiday
organizes evenls, imludmg a
parade around a cireular plaque
3

with lots of pic

Around the country, many
events now teke place on college
campuses. For example, Nova
Southeastern University in Flo-
ida will hold a series of actvit
weluding o pume calied “Mental
Math Bingo™ and event with free
pizza (pies) — and for dessert,
the reuisite pie

“Every vear Pi Day provides
us with o way 1o celebrate math,
have some [un and recognize
howw smportant math 35 in all our
hves,” smd Jason Gershman,
chair of NS math department.

At Michele's Pies in Norwalk,
Connecticut, manager Stephen
Torrent said it°s one of their big-
sest davs of the year,
We have hundreds of pies
poing out for orders (Thursiday )
. sehools and just
wrrett said in on
interview. “Pi Day is such o fun,
sily bolidny bevuse iUs & mathe
ematical number that peaple kve
o tum into something fun and
something delicious. Sa peaple
celebrate P1 Day wath
prics, savory pi
exeuse for o Jittle tren

NASA has 1ts annual “T Day
Challenge™ onine, offering peo-
ple plenty of gonies and puzzle,
some of them directly from the
space agency’'s owil plavbook
such as caleulating the orbit of an
nsteroid or the distance o
rover would need to travel
dav to survey a certan Jum

Possibly the world's bes
known seientisl, Emstein was
hom on March 14, 1879, i Ger-
many The mfinite number of pi
was used in many of his break-
through tieores and now Pi Day
paves the world another resson to
eelebrute his achicvements

In a bit of math symmetry
famed physicist Stephen Hawk-
inge died on March 14, 2018, at
age 76 SUll, pi is not o perfe
number Te once had this 1o say

“Onie of the basic tules of the
uniy s that nodhing 15 perfect
Perfection simply doesn’t exist
Without imperfection. neither
vou nor | would exist

Assoiated Press video jour-
nalist John Minchillo contributed
mwalk. Commeeticul.
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No one injured
when car hits into
garage in Uniontown

By Mank Horyass

mboimann heraidsfondad com

A Uniontown woman acci-
dentally pressed the accel-
erator when she was backing
her car out of the driveway
Thursday morning, causing
the vehicle to hit into a neigh-
hor's garage.

Uniontown palice Lt. Tom
Kolencik said Linda Weaver's
car crossed lhe street to 133
Cleveland Ave. when she hit
the accelerator. The impact
caused a support beam in the
garage, located below her
neighbor's house, to fall onta
the car when she hit it just

before 11 am.

Kolencik said Weaver,
whose age was not provided,
was not injured, and noted
that there was nobody in the
neighboring house or garage.
He classified the crash as ac-
cidental, and said it was not
caused by a health-related
event or impairment.

Along with Uniontown
police, Uniontown Fire De-
partment and Fayette EMS
responded to the scene.

Kolencik said that officials
contacted K2 Engineering to
inspect the house to determine
if the garage needs additional
support, or is safe for use.

OBITS §
OBITS

Continwed from A¥

She is survived by her
sister, Betty Hardy of
Murraysville; her sons,
Kenneth (Beatrice)
of Connellsville and
Dennis (Karen) of Pitts-
burgh; her daughters,
Verona (David) Griffin
of Monroeville; Patricia
(Walter) Cherry of Wash-
ington and Pamela Wash-
ington of Frisco, Texas.
Together they made Doris
a grandmother 15 times
and a great-grandmother
20 times.

Family and friends will
bereceived at the LANTZ
FUNERAL HOME, INC.,
297 E. Main Street,
Uniontown, from 4 to 7
p.m. on Sunday, March
17. A second viewing will
be held at the Rodman
Street Baptist Church,
6111 Rodman Street,
East Liberty, Pittsburgh,
PA 15206, from 10 to 11
a.m. on Monday, March
18, The luneral service
will begin at 11 a.m. with
the Reverend Dr. Darryl
Canady Sr., Pastor, offi-
clating. Interment will be
held at a later date at the
Green Ridge Cemetery in
Connellsville.

Condolences and floral
tributes may be submitted
via www.lantzfh.com

In lieu of Mlowers, con-
tributions may be made
in Doris’ name to 8t. Jude
Children's Research Hos-
pital, www.stjude.org/
and Shriner's www.syr-
iashriners.org/

Mass Hormany | |
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A Unfontown woman was uninjured when she accidentally backed her car into a nelghbor's garage on
Cleveland Avenue Thursday morning.

PennWest California to
/ host Science Olympiad
regional competition

By Paul. Patenrs
eroidsiandard com

About 400 students from
school districts in 13 counties
will converge on PennWest Cal-
ifornia Saturday for the South-
western Regional tournament
of the Pennsylvania Science
Olympiad.

The tournament, hosted at
the California campus for some
30 years, involves students
from Western Pennsylvania,
including Washington, Greene
and Fayette counties. The
Northwest Regional was held
Feb. 24 at PennWest Clarion.

Student teams are challenged
by various STEM-related
events,

“They do different events
related to science subjects,”
aaid Dr. Candice Riley, asso-
ciate professor of parks and
recreation management at
PennWest California. "There's

Liam Glover, left, and Cannon Hazel, students atA.J.

McMullen Middle School in the Unlontown Area School
et

a unit where they make mod-
ified paper airplanes, there's
different exams, rabotics types
of events, all sorts of different
things."

Riley is one of the organizers
of the Olympiad, along with Dr.
Steven Brooks and Dr. Matt
Price.

“T think it's important to
instill that love of science, in-
crease that interest in science,”
Riley said. “Competition is
always fun. You want to do
the best that you can. It's a
good way for middle and high
school students to test their
knowledge."

Science Olympiad is an in-
ternational nonprofit organi-
zation devoted to improving
the quality of science edu-
cation, increasing student in-
terest in science, and providing
recognition for outstanding
achievement in science
education.

—r——
Sarah Urso, a student at Ringgold High School, took part in the

t the 2023

Raglonal

of tha Pannsylvania Pennsylvania Science Olymplad.

About 50 PennWest Cali-
fornia students are expected
to volunteer their time to help
with the Science Olympiad.
Faculty members volunteer as
Judges.

“It's a good way to get the
university community in-
volved,” Riley said. “We've
reached out to student clubs

and student organizations and
different classes that we offer.
It’s also a good recruiting tool
for students who are thinking
about college, they could con-
sider our university.”

The top-performing teams
are eligible to advance to the
state tournament, scheduled for
April 27 at Penn State Altoona.
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Grab and go lunch
planned March 21

St. Raymond’s Fish/Shrimp Lenten
Dinners will be held waight and continue
March 22 from 4 10 7 p.m. The dinners will
be held in the church hall, 170 School House
Lane, Donegal. Eat-in or take-out will be
fable.

Springficld Township Volunteer Hose
Company will hold an auction fundraiser
6 pom. Fruday at thew fire hall i Mill Run
The tems auctioned ofTf will be new. There
will be food available to purchase.

Indian Creek Haptist Church in Mill Run
will host their November Senior Luncheon
an \Iurnh 20 in the church basemen
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Ever try to remove a pr
just won't come off? Instead of reaching for a chemical
product, you can make your own degreaser with two
simple ingredients: coconut oil and baking soda. Just
mix 1/3 cup of coconut ofl and 1/4 cup of baking soda
together. The coconut oil helps saturate the label and
lift the adhesive that's on the jar or container, and the
baking soda acts as a gentle abrasive to help scrub off
the label. Just leave the mixtura on the label for at least
10 minutes and it'll wipe right off.

rv lunch will be served at
11:30 a.m. Takeouts are available upon

irab and Go lunch will be avail-
ahto starting at 11 a.m. March 21 at the
Critchfield Alliance Churel, 471 Jim

Mountain Road. Mill Run. The menu is

apple, cookie and a bonle of wa
receive ane lunch for every person in the
vehicle while supplies last. Grab and Go will
be an the third Thursday of every month.

A Christian Skate Night will be held 6
to 9 p.m. March 22 at the Donegal Event

Outreach Church. For more mformation, eall
T24-806-0135.

The Buchanan Church af God will host
u chicken and biseuit dinner 1o benefit their
youth group 4 to 7 pm. March 23, Dine-in
or carry-out 15 available. The church is lo-
cated at 836 Buchanan Road, White. A silent
auction will take place during the event.

id’s Easter Celebration will be held

I 1o 3 p.m. March 24 at the Buchanan
Church of God. Come and enjov n fun-filled
aflernaon of coloring eaps, epu hunt, snacks
and listen to the Easter Story. Please bril
six hard boiled eggs to color and your Easter
l\Jskrl to mlh eups
Game Ci

PAM MCCLAIN
Participants must be 11 years old or older
on the day of the class. To remster go to the
PA Game Commission website 10 hunter ed-
ucation and fook on the calendar on March
30 and you will see the class. Lunch will be
provided

Jou Leeper's Meats for their annual
Farmer Cottontail s -Bean Hunt March
30 a1 260 Harr Road, Acme, There will be
two hunting sessions at 11 a.m. and 2 pan.
The cost is 56 for children up 1o age 12 and
includes o treat bag. Their goal for their
bean hunt is always to provide o safe, fun,
and very enjnnhle expenience on the farm
for all children and their family members
why they have a limit on how many
s they register for each hunt-
ing session. The hunt akes place in their
egg-hean (Tormerly soybean) field. You and
your children will enjoy a real hunt on acres
of field for twelve matchin s [Us not
about how many eggs you find, you nust
find 12 matching egus and then retum to the
mill to claim your prize.

Along with your hunt, vou may enjoy
crafters who will be setup 9 am. to 3 pom.
that day, lunch, and other games, activities
and more prizes. While they love providing
this fun Easter event for your farmlies, their
goal is also to communicate the meaning of
er and that our Lord and Savior, Jesus,
ed for our sins so that we may have eternal

are thankful to partner with Doncgal
Christian & Missionary Alliance Church

For this event. In 2020, they began using

the proceeds from this event to help support
lueal volunteer fire departments. They love

IIunEu Tmppu Education class will be held
Sam 102 pm March 30t ICV Spons-
man Club, 235 Kesler Scheol Road. Aeme,

£ this tradition and working with
Toeal fire depanments 1o provide fue safety
See MCCLAIN on Page A7

Do Just One Today's Fact

agorla

The salary of the chiel
Jjustice of the United
States was $4,000 in

1789. Chief Justice

Juhn Roberts” salary is

currently $286.700.

Today’s Quote HERMAN
“Spread love
everywhere you go.
Let no one ever come
10 you without
leaving happier.”

Mother Teresa

sUDOKU

Highlights in History:
March 15.
In 44 B.C., Roman emper-
or Julius Caesar was assas-

DIFFICULTY RATING: 5t sinated by a group of sen-
FFICLLTY RATHG i ators_that included Buus

7 1 5 8 and Cassius.
In 1493, Italian explorer

Christopher Columbus ar-

rived back in the Spanish
harbor of Palos de la Fron-

tera, twe manths after con-
cluding his first voyage to
the Western Hemlisphere.

In 1767, the seventh pres-
ident of the U.S. Andrew
Jackson, was bom In the

Waxhaw settlement along
the Naorth Carglina-South
Carolina border.

In 1820, Maine was admit-
ted as the 23rd US. state.
In 1913, President Wood-

row Wilson met with about
100 reportars for the first
fonmal  presidential  press
conference.

In 1916, a U5, expedition-

QDO = W

ary force led by Brig. Gen.
John J. Pershing entered
Mexico on an ultimately fu-

419

file mission to capture Pan-
chao Villa, whose raiders had
attacked Columbus, New
Mexico, killng 18 U.S. citi-

HOW TO PLAY:
Each row, column and set

zens,
In 1917, Czar Nicholas

sage of the Voting Rights Act
of 1965,

In 1977, the
“Three's Company”
mizred on ABC-TV.

In 1985, Symbalics Com-
puter Corp. af Massachu-
softs registerad the first in-
ternet domain name.

In 1998, CBS' “60 Min-
utes” aired an interview with
former White House em-

sitcom
pre-

15

HERMAN

Lenraing b Dt by A Libleed

ployea Kathleen Willey, who
said President Bill Clinton
had made unwelcome sex-
uval advances toward her in

ths Oval Office in 1923, a BIZARRO

“He'll take the one on the left.”

charge denied by the pres-
ident. Dr. Benjamin Spock,
whese child care guidance
spanned half a century, died
in San Diego at 94.

In 2005, former WarldCom
chiet Bernard Ebbers was
convicted in New York of
enginesring the largest cor-
porate fraud in U.S. histery.
(He was later sentenced to
25 years in prisan.)

In 2008: A construction
crane, 19 stories tall and
attached to an apartment
tower under construction
on Manhattan's East Side,
broke away and toppled
onto buildings as far as a

lack away, kiling seven

How wag my day?
Thig uted toLe a

foam ctrege Yall.

of 3-by-3 boxes must
contain the numbers
1 through 8 without repetition.

MODERATELY CONFUSED

THAT MOVIE ENDED

& THEN THERE WAS A

2NDENDING & THEN A
3RD& THEN

W OGO 125 CO

STANER. ws

£2024 Jeff Stahler/ Dist. by Andrews MchMeel Syndication

Il abdicated in favor of his
brother, Grand Duke Mikhail
Alexandrovich, who declined
the crown, marking the end
of imperial rule in Russia

In 1818, members of the
American Expeditionary
Force from World War | con-
vened in Paris for a three-
day meeting to found the
American Legion

In 1922, Sultan Fuad | pro-
claimed himszl the first king
of modsm Egypt.

In 1937, America’s first
hospital blood bank was
opensd at Cook County
Haspital in lllinofs.

In 1944, during World War
ll, Alied bombers again
raided German-held Monte
Cassino.

In 1954, the “CBS Moming
Show" premiered, with Wal-
ter Crankite & Jack Paar,

In 1956, the Lemer and
Loews musical play “My
Fair Lady.” based on Ber-
nard Shaws “Pygmalion,”
opened on Broadway.

In 1964, actress Elizabeth
Taylor married actor Richard
Burion in Montreal: it was
har fiith marriage, his sec-
ond.

1965, President Lynden B.
Johnson, addressing a joint
session of Congress, called
for new legislation to guar-
antes every American’s right
o vote. The result was pas-

people.

In 2008, The space shuttie
Discovery was launched on
amission to the intemational
space station that had been
dalayed five times.

In 2011, security forces
openad an protestars in
Damascus, marking the be-
ginning of the Syrian Civil
War.

In 2018, a pedesinan
bridge that was under con-
struction collapsed onte a
busy Miami highway, crush-
ing vehicles beneath mas-
sive slabs of concreie and
stesl; six people died and 10
were Injured, Seven sarvice
members aboard a U.S. he-
licopter were killed when the
airerafi crashed n Iraq;

In 2019, a gunman killed
51 people al two mosques in
Christchurch, New Zealand,
streaming the massacre live
on Facebook.

In 2022, Russia stepped
up its bombardment of the
Ukrainian capital Kyiv.

TODAY'S SPOATS: In
1962, the NBA's Wilt Cham-
berlain became the first and
only player to score 4,000
points in a single season,

TODAY'S NUMBER: 2 —
Ranking of “The Godfather,”
which opened this day in
1872, by the Amerncan Film
Institute. Crsan Welles' “Git-
Izen Kane” ranked No. 1.

REJ\I.IT\" CHECK

cool! DI You

KNoW 1 Yoy PuT
Yoy PHONE DOWN, E
YOu cAN ACTUALLY
SEE THE BAND
PLAY LIVE?
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SpaceX rocket progresses on 3rd try

Achieves orbit but not
planned splashdown

Eric Lagatta
USA TODAY

On Thursday, the SpaceX Starship
rocket went where no Starship rocket
has gone before.

it just didn't get back.

With millions of online viewers
watching, SpaceX achieved Initial suc-
cess on the third flight test of its most
powerful rocket. Starship entered space
and continued its flight formore than 45
minutes before mission control lost
contact with the vehicle over the Indian
Gcean upon reentry,

Classified as a super heavy-lift
launch vehicle, the 400-foot-long Star-
shiprocket is the biggest and most pow-
erful rocket ever built.

SpaceX had high expectations for the
third go-around, which commentators
on a live feed noted far su.lpassed wlmt
the pany had achi inp
aﬂempls

“I'm just completely blown away,
said Dan Huot, SpaceX communica-
tions manager, who helped to host the
live webcast. “We're farther than we've
ever been before.”

Video of its flight was beamed back to
Earth using SpaceX's Stardink satellite
network. The video captured the begin-
ning of the spacecraft’s reentry into
Earth's atmosphere — a stunning sight
through a plasma field, with SpaceX
employees on Earth cheering in the
background.

But the signal was lost about an hour
into the mission before SpaceX con-
cluded that the craft likely broke apart.

‘The craft, currently uncrewed, will
one day ferry NASA astronauts from lu-
nar orbit to the moon's surface. The pre-
vious two tests ended in spectacular ex-
plosions.

SpaceX owner Elon Musk has said he
hopes there will be a half-dozen flights
this vear for Starship, which he said
Thursday on his social media site X, for-
merly Twitter, “will make life multipla-
netary.”

‘The success is a positive sign for not
only SpaceX but NASA, which awarded

The SpaceX Starship sp.

for launch Wed

company's Starbase site in Br.\ca Chica, Texas. CHAMDAN KHAHNAAFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

the company a $2.9 billion contract in
2021 to develop the first commercial hu-
man lander for its Artemis 11l mission to
the moon.

“Congrats to SpaceX on a successful
test flight,” NASA administrator Bill Nel-
son said Thursday on X. “Starship has
soared into the heavens. Together, we
are making great strides through Arte-
mis to return humanity to the Moon —
then look onward to Mars.”

To [ulfill NASA's goals, Starship
would need to be able to transfer US.
astronauts onboard from NASA's Orion
capsule while in lunar orbit before head-
ing down to the surface.

NASA intended to launch its Artemis
1l astronauts into orbit by the end of the
year on a 10-day trip circumnavigating
the moon ahead of a moon landing itself’
a vear later for Artemis I11. But the Atte-
mis program missions have been de-
layed by at least a year after NASA en-
countered & slew of issues. American
astronauts have not reached the surfiace
of the moon since the Apollo progiam
came to an end in 1972.

Once NASA is back on track in the
years ahead, the agency intends to send
a crew to the moon's unexplored south
polar region. Houston-based Intuitive
Machines’ Odysseus spacecraft recent-
Iy explored and studied this part of the

SpaceX's mega rocket Starship is
launched for its second test flight on
Mov. 18. it exploded about 12 minutes
into flight. Thursday’s flight was more
successful. EriC GAY/AP FILE

moon in a brief, highly publicized mis-
sion.

From there, the Artemis astronauts
are slated to play a crucial role in future
space exploration. NASA hopes those
spacefarers will establish a permanent
human presence on and around the
moon ahead of missions lo Mars.

SpaceX's Starship rocket would be
used to launch theose future Martian
missions, too.

As in the previous efforts, Thursday's
launch took place at SpaceX's private
Starhase site in Boca Chica, Texas, near
the Gulf of Mexico.

The Starship succeeded in separat-
ing from the booster and proceeding to
orbit within minutes of being launched;
then it conducted a series of in-flight
tests while coasting through space,

Despite Starship’s failure to make its
planned splashdown in the Indian
Ocean, SpaceX said the rocket still
achieved several key milestones that
had not been accomplished in the past
two tests aimed to show how well the
rocket’s two stages work together in
flight.

Early into the launch, SpaceX observ-
ed that all 33 of its Raptor engines in the
booster worked as expected. Shortly
thereafter, the Super Heavy booster
stage separated from the Starship's up-
per stage and fell to Earth as the rocket
made its way into orbit.

SpaceX also reported a successful
opening of the upper Starship rocket
stage — a erucial capability that will al-
low the rocket to one day deploy Star-
link satellites

Plans to attempt the first ever re-light
of one of the Starship’s upper stage Rap-
tor engines while in space were
scrapped. But SpaceX did conduct a
propellant transfer test and succeeded
in opening and closing the payload door.

In Starship’s second launch test, Nov,
18, the racket exploded after about 12
minutes into flight. While the rocket
was able to achieve a stage separation
and reach space, ground crew lost com-
munications with it after nine minutes.

“The real topping on the cake today,
that successful liftoff," SpaceX com-
mentator John Insprucker said after the
November test, as reported by The As-
sociated Press. He noted that for the
first time, all 33 booster engines fired as
designed and the booster separated
seamlessly from the spaceship, which
reached an altitude of 92 miles.

That itself was a marked improve-
ment over the previous Starship test
flight last April. Then, several of the
spacectaft's engines failed and explod-
ed about four minutes after launch be-
fore booster and spacecraft were able to
even separate,

Contributing: Brandi D. Addison,
Lubbock  Avalanche-journal;  Mike
Snider, USA TODAY, The Associated
Press

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RATE CHANGE

w N
Gelumbra Gos ot Ponnsyliania, Ine, (Golumiia Gas or tho Gampony) has Hod 3 requas DOW NATION
with < Uity C ) your natural gas
it At natce desyibes tha Corrgrany s ra1a requesl,

the PLIC's role, and whal actians you can tof

Columbia has requeasted an overall rate increase of $124.1 million per year. This filing
aleo includes a roquest for. appm\ml of the following :Jlmm::ll\.-n rata mm.hamsrlL. in
accordance with 65 Po. C.5. § 1330 a Revanue No fon Adjustment machant
1o stabilize utlity ravenus reganilass of changes in il ::uslasna.r usage that o
becoma affactive with the January 2025 billing cyclo .'mﬂ a mqne:! ta remava tha doad
band associated with the surrently sifective Weather tion Adjustment, The filing.
alzo includss 3 raquest for approval of a Ml.lm:\p:l Levarizaion Charge, which would
furthor incrense bills issund 1o rosidents of tha City of Pittsburgh and Porryopolis, and
decraase bills Issusd to rasidants of Roscoe Barough and New Sewicklay.

Our most popular offer -
now back for a limited time:

If the Company's entire request is approvad, the total bil for a residential custamer who
purchases 10 thoms of gas iom Columbia por month wowld increase fram $118.18 1o
$135.92 per month, or by 15.88 percent.

The tatal bill for @ smoll cammersial custamer using 150 Ihenms of gas purchased from
Columbia par manth would incronse from $196.43 10 $226.24, or by 15,78 percant,

Rates for o amall industrial customer using 1,215 therms of gas from Colurmbia per month
would increass fram ST,281.25 ta §1,452.98 per manth, or by 13.40 percent.

the Gampany's M\lml:lrul Levelization Ch:lrﬂe is approved, customers focated in the
l‘\ly of Fittsburgh and Parryopolis would be billed $0.70 per month in addition ta the
increases describad above. Bills for customers localed in F(Dscus Barough and New
Sewickley Township would increase as dascribed above, but they wmbld receive a
rranthly Bill credil af $7.44,

BUY 2

WINDOWS

(c] 3
FREE

No Down Payments,
No Payments, and
No Interest for

2YEARS

Offer valid until 3/31/24

Ta find oul your cusigmer class or haw the rmauasted inorease might aftect your gas bill,
call Columbia Gas at 1-BB5-450-4332, Tha rales requastad by the Company may ba fourd
in proposed Columbia Gas Sarvice Tanfft Na. 9 - Supplament Na. 373 which is available
at htipsi/iv maiion. You
@ the matenal flad with the PUC, which Sxplain the fequesl!d increase and
rE:um'!s lurl? A copy of this material is kapt at Columbia's offic: an request, the
Gormpany will send you a stalemant of raasons for Supplemant Mo, 313 axplaining wiy
tha rate incraase has basn requasted

The sfale agency that appraves rtes for public utililies is the PUC. The PUC wil
axamine ihe requested rate increase and can prevant exising rates from changing unhl
it investigntas and/or holds hearings on the request. The Company must prove that the
raquasted rales are reasonable. After examining the avidence, the PLIC may grant all,
soma, oF nana af tha raquest, or may reduce axisting rates, The PUC may change the
amount of Ihe rate increass i=quasted by the utility for 2ach customer class, As 3 result,
the rata sharged to you might ba difiarant than the rate requested by the Company as
shown above.

Thara ars thras ways ta challange a company's requast 1o change its ratas:

1. You rray e 3 formal complaint, If you want a haaring bators a judga, you must file

formal complaint. By flng a fonmal camelaint, you 58541 yoursall 1o opporuNty 1 Take
Rartin Resrings sbout tha raka mcraas fequsst. All complains shauld b led 2 sacn
ha PUG may grant all, saima, or nana of the

ot LA VRS & neBrng ators 8L You shouldn’t have to overpay for windows -

2 You m3y sond the PUC 3 otar taling why yau a5 ta Ine roqussta s inreaso. take advantage of this limited-time offer.
Somelimas thare is information in these lstlers that makes the PUC awars of

Wil tho coimpam's 3smca or monsgamont, This inforalion can ba Kolplul whort the

PUC inyasigaios he alosecaeat, Send yeurtlar o et fora ormal complan form Precision
to th ity Cor o, 3265, . PA 17105- " % G "
e iy vith i PUC, A Great Fit manufacturing Built-in quality

ragarding elactronic filing |s avaiable at https://efling puc.pa.govi. Qur expetience installers
are local, 50 your
windows are fitted
perfectly someons who
knows what's needed in
your area,

Ensures your windows will
open and close smoothly,
lock tightly, and stay
put avery tima, sven in
amargencias.

Every window hos
@ 50-point factory
inspaction, and a
230-paint installation
inspaction so your
windows will work
propstiy far years

A You may be a witness at a public input hearing. Public put hearings ars held it the
FUG apans an imastigation of the comaany's rale incradsa request end if ihere am
a large rumber o Gustomers nisrosted in tha cass. A1 thes hearings, you have Eie
opportunily 1o presant your views (n parsan 1o m Put: judge hearng the case and
company opragentalivas. All atimony given “undar oalh” bacomas part of tha ookl
rate cass record. These neld in the company's

For wmors intoration, call the PUC al 1-800-692-7380. You mmay Jeave yaur name and
address so that you can be nolified of any heanngs hal may be schaduled in us case.

Columbia Gas-

A NiSource Company

Wmcno\' Nation.com/usatoday

’ 717-356-3666

Get your FREE
quote today!
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> DEBATE

Comtepued from A3

he snid, he's lived a
quarter of fus life, and if
elected, he'll be necount-
ableto
that for
the rest of
his life
because it
takes 10 to
15 years
for legisla-
tion to
Kelley E'ui}' take

“I'm running for this
office because through-
out my life [ have heen a
leader, and Lunder-
stand that leadership is
not about taking charge
of those In
your care
but taking
careof
thase in
your
charge,
because
have al-
ways been

anout-
spoken advocate for the
things [ believe in be-
cause [ truly want to
fight for n better tomor-
row,” he said. “T see no
better measure of ac-
countability than hav-
ing to lwe through those
choices.”

Mare Anderson, a
Northern High School
teacher, was at times
the most fery debater,
meluding stating that
the Democratic Party
had cor-
rupted
elections
and that
he was
firmly not
a member
of the

S8 teacher's
Anderson union.
Despite
entreaties from the
moderator noi toap-
plaud, his statements
drew the most applause
from the crowd.

“When you get our
mailers, it's all going to
say the same thing. It's
going ta look very famil-
1ar. Our websites look
imiliar, so what's
The difference,” An-
derson asked. *I would
beaccountable to Ihe
tuxpayer because I

ahle to the taxpayers. [
don't have a flexible job,
T get paid at school.”
Kile noted his experi-
ence as a financial ad-
viser s well as his expe-
rience as president of
the Northern York
Sehoal
Board.
“Con-
sider the
values
that de-
fine us:
our shaved
comimit-
ment to
liherty,
our fiscal responsibility
and our respect for each
other. I'm not just an-
other politician seeling

> PRISON

office. No, I'm your
friend. and I'm an un-
wavering advocate for
Limited government,
individual freedoms,
fiscal responsibility, the
Second Amendment and
the sanctity of life," he
said, “Our hard-earned
tax dollars shouldn't be
squandered on bloated

urenucracies, but it
should be spent wisely,
and thisis the world I
Live in every day.”

Wratt cited his long

wxperience in hoth the
U.S. Army
and other
walks of
life. His
entire life
hasbeen
about
serving
£ others, he
Wyatt said,
“This
countryison lhn pr
fdisnster,” Wyntt
said “It's not justa
question of being a pa-
triotic American but
about being successful
at every single level and
making connections
with people. ['ve done
that, with plumbers,
presidents and evervho-
dy in between,”

Questions: The near-
1y two-hour debate in-
cluded questions abmit
election security, if rec-
reational marijuana
should be legalized, Gov.
Josh Shap)m's budge(.
the Second Amendment
and school choice,

One question that
was nsked regarded how
to get a conservative
apends enacted into law
with a divided Legisla-
ture, Davis said he'd
focus on getting the
simple stuff done and
through the process
with united conserva-
tives, including cutting
spending, voter ID nnd
talking to Democrats
about what matters,

Anderson, after
claiming George Soros-
funded district attor-
neys changed the justice
systemn, snid Repub-
licans need to be smart
and inerementally chip
nway at things. The
succe: school
boards, he said, was an
example.

Kile said there are
hills worth dying on, but

other and having dis-
cussion and debatesare
umpartant, and those
skills have been lost,
she said. She would
bring her skills in nego-
tiating to the seat, she
said.

At the debate: For-
mer York County GOP
chair Jeff Piccola and
former counsel to
York County GOP Jim
Mann moderated the
debate. Darla Byerly,
who has been involved
in lmtmlwea to remove

with York County n[ﬁ
cials where she and
others spread conspir-
acy theories about Wi-
Fi, was one of the time-
keepers: at times, she
would also wave an
American flag.
Attendees at the
debate also included
Reps. Mike Jones R-

D'Orsie R-M mmt Woll;
Wendy Fink, R-Windsor
Township: and Keefer
herself.

Keefer is not running
for reelection in the
Tlouse hecause she is
running for state Senate
in the 28th District, the
seat currently held by
Sen, M!keﬂcgan whois
not running for reelec-
tion. She is opposed in
that race by Democrat
Mark Temons,

Demacrat: Democrat-
iccandidate Dan Almo-
ney, who ran unsuceess-
fully ngainst Keefer in
the 2022 election, also
attended the debate. He
is running unnppnsed in
the Democratic primary.

“I think that we
heard a lot of the tradi-
tional Republican fluff.
We heard a lot of talking
points without any spe-
eifics or any plans,”
Almoney said. He also
noted that Demoerats
have heen winning spe-
cial elections since they
took eontrol of the Penn-
sylvania House in 2022,
soit's likely that control
will remainin Demo-
erats' hands after the
November election.

“8o the anly way to
get anything doneis to
have a Democrat in the
House representing
northern York County

there ore some things s0 that we can achieve

Republicans can get things that we need to

ulong with and put intg .-u.hneva like watching

place. R can't 1 ot in our

be just the party of no: counties making sure
ave to be the par- ur drinking water's

ey
ty that unites people, he

Eit

Wyatt said Repub-
licans have to be real-
istic, saying he'd spent
his entire adult life ne-
gotiating, Don't compro-
mise on convictions, he
said, but Republicans
‘have to compromise on
policy sometimes for the
greater good.

Kelley cited her expe-
rience on Dillshurg Bor.
ough Council, including
negotinting contracts.
Collaboration, listening
having respect for each

safe, raising the mini-
mum wag(-' and petting
good jobs,” Almaney
said. "Lheard alot nlmxt
cutting taxes, I didn't
hear a lot about stand-
ingup for worling peo-
ple:

The primary is April
23. To watch the full
debate, visit the PA
Economic Growth PAC
Facebook page.

— Iteach Matit En-
right via email at
menright@yorkdis
patch.com or vig Thitter
at @Matthew_Enright.

Continued from A3

Californi

a.
Warden Adam Ogle called the air
al.

purification system a big de;
“Onee it’s in pl

we'll havu tests

Security for annual CCTV camera
license renewal.

The spending will need to be ap-
praved by the Board of Commission-

» STEEL

Continued from A3

[ouse indicated it would be under
review by the secretive Committes on
Foreign Investment in the Unite
States. The government does not offi-
cially provide updates on the CFIUS
review process.

iden has a big megaphone to
weigh inon the matter, but he is not
intervening in the review process or
formally blocking the deal, according
to a person familiar with deliber-
ations whoinsisted on anonymity to
discuss the situation.

When asked about the deal on
Thursday, White House national se-
curity spnl;eaman\luhn Kirby de-
clined to say if the president wanted
ta stop it outright or would be amen-
dable to changes in its structure. But
Kirby told reporters that the United
States sees its alliance with Japan as
“stronger than it’s ever heen.”

Still, the president holds sway over
CFIUS. The treasury secretary leads
the committee, which is alsocom-
posed of the heads of federal agencies
and, as deemed appropriate, directors
of White House counctils on the econo-
my and national security.

mp said earlier this year after
meeting with the Teamsters union
that he would stop the U.S. Steel ac-
quisition: I would blockit. I thinkit's
a harrible thing, when Japan buys
U.5. Steel. | would block it instanta-
neously”

Biden will travel on Thursday to
Saginaw, Michigan, which was once
home to multiple General Motors
plants and where he hopes his back-
ing from union workers can resonate
with voters

The city is in a swing county that

> KOREA

narrawly backed Trump in 2016 and

then flipped to Biden 1n 2020, making
it a crucial contest in this year's prest-
dentialrace.

Biden has u close relationship with
the United Steelworkers. e gave the
|mim] members “personal assuran-
ces” that he has their backs, n(mrdlu;,
to a February statement by the union
about Nippon Steel's plans. U.S. Steel
hendquartered in Pennsylvania,
another key state in this year's elec-
tion.

The United Steelworkers issued n
statement last week after meeting
with representatives from Nippon
Steel that it had concerns about
whether the company would honor
existing labor agreements and about
the company’s financial transparency,
adding that there were “barriers” to
closing a merger.

The U.5. considers Japan tobe one
of ita closest allies and a key partner
in countering China’s ambitions and
influence in Asin. Biden has visited
the country twice as president and
will host Jupanese Prime Minister
i'umml shida at the White House on
April 10.

But \1p}1nn Steel's connections to
China have raised concerns within
the Diden administration. More than
half the steel produced globally comnes
from China, aceording to the Warld
Steel Association. India is the second-
largest producer, followed hy Japan
and the United States.

The U.5. Chamber of Commerce
warned in a February blog post that it
would be foolhardy of the Biden ad-
ministration to hlock the deal. Doing
&0 could hurt foreign investment into
the T8, cause other countries to
block the overseas investments that
U.S. companies want to make and
undermine the U.S.-Japan alliance.

Continued from A3

January to rewrite the
constitution to elim-
inate the country’s long-
standing goal to seek
peaceful unification of
the Korean Peninsula
and cement South Ko-
ren agits mvunnblt‘
principal enemy.”

e said the new con-
stitution must specify
North Korea would
annex and subjugate
the South if another war
breaks out.

Kim's inoves signal
“North Korea's funda-
mental change on its
South Korea palicy,

hevond just rhetoric,” as
the North's previous
push for inter-Korean
unity had allowed it to
make a steadfas for
the removal of U.S

troops in South Korea,
senior South Korean
presidential official told
a small group of report-
ers Mondny. He request-
ed anonymity, eiting the
delicate nature of the
issue.

Observers say Kim
likely wants to use his
uppraded weapons arse-
nal to win U.8. conces-
sions like extensive

relief of internntional
sanctions on North Ko-
rea, They say North
Korea is expected to
extend its Ltesting activ-
ities and ramp up war-
like rhetoric this year as
South Korea holds par.
linmentary elections in
Apriland the US.a
presidential election in
November.

“The South Korean-
U8, training is over, but
the North's isn't over

Y
won't just stand still
they've been talking
about war,”

to prove just how well it's doing in
terms of mitigating Ferms and
viruses,” Ogle said.

The installation of the system will
iake about two months, Ogle said

“Ademonstration and Q&A session
was given from Germ Solutions to
multiple facilities across the state,
and we were provided data concern-
ing significant decrenses in infection
rates in health care facilities that
implemented this technology,” Ogle
said when asked about confidence in
the sy tem at a previous meeting
discussing the Germ Solutions con-
tract.

Meanwhile, the county approved
over $200,000 on various licenses and
technology. Those inclug

> A 863,779 contract with Mont-
pomery Technology Systems LLC for
camera computers and licensing.

» A 528,600 contract with Ment-
momery Technology Systems LLC for
building entrance card readers.

> A S97,051 vontract with Mill-
eresk Fence & Decks LLC for up-
grades in security razor wire.

»A 813,886 contract with Axon
Enterprises for body cameras and
licensin,

»A 84,058 contract mth Axon
Enterprises for new tas

> A 821,532 contract \ur_h ESCO

ers at its next meeting. That meeting
will be at 10 a.m. Wednesday on the
second floor of the York County Ad-
ministrative Center, 28 E. Marlet St

As has been the case for months,
York County Prison’s overtime re-
mained high. Ogle said the county
had spent 8723,8410n 9,133 hoursof
avertime in February. That’s more
than double I'ebruu.r_\ 2023's
$331,397

Ogle noted, however, that last
month had three pay periods in com-
parison to February 2023’ two pay
periods. Tecontinued to say that
reinforcements were on the way.

“We have seven officers that willbe
completing their on-the-job training
next Friday. Soin about o week anda
half, they'l be luthg the floor as
full- ﬂedged officers,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Prison Board once
again held a lengthy executive ses-
sion.

The board met for 1l minutes inits
repular session before transitioning
into an executive session that lasted
almost an hour.

Ople said he could not elaborate on
the renson for the executive session,
citing security-! relul.edm.xm:re

— Reach Matt Enright via email at
menright@yorkdispaich.com or via
Tlwitter at @Matthew_Enright.

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RATE CHANGE

Cusumnm Gas of Permsy‘lvum:l Inn (Eulumbm Gas ar the Comrpany) has filed a requsst

Public Ut PUC] for your natural gas
e ibution rarea a3 af May 14, B Tore moliee Ass s o Company's rata raquast,
the PUC's role, and what actions you can lake.

Colurrbia has roguested an overall rota increase of $124.1 million per year. This filng
alsa includes a requast far appraval of Ihe follawing alternative rate machanisms in
accardance with 66 Pa. C.5, § 1330: a Revenue Normaiization Adiustmant moshanism
1o stabilize ulility rovanue regardiess of changes in actual customar usage that would
hacome sfiective with the January 2025 biling cycls and 2 requast to remava the daad
band assaciated with the cunently atfective Woather Normalization Adjustment, The filing
also includes a request for opproval of 3 Munizipal Lavelization Chargs, which would
fumiher incraass bils issuscl 1o reskdants of tha Cly of Pitsburgh and Permyapolls, and
15 residants of Rasoos Barough and New Sewicklay,

it the Comgany’s entire requesl is approved, the total bill for o residential customer who
purchases 70 therms af gas rom Columbia per manth would increass from $118.16 la
$136.82 per month, or by 15.88 parcent.

The total oill for a small commercial custamar using 150 therms of gas purchased from
Columbia per month wauld increase from §196.43 to $226.24, or by 15.18 percant.

fintes for 3 smallindustrial customer using 1,215 thars of gas trom Columbia per monith
would increase from $1,281.25 to $1,452,58 per month, or by 13.40 parcen

It the Corrpany's Municipal Levelization Charge |s approved, customners localed in tha
Chy of Fitisburah and Perryopols wouli bo Bilad S0.70 per manth in addition to Ins
increases desenbed above. Bills for customers loszled in Roscoa Borough and New
Sewickley Township Wil faccanse 4s daacben abova, bul they would recelve a
monthly bill eradit of $7.44.

To find oul your uslomer class o how she reussterd incraase might afleat yolr gas bl

Il Colurmbia Gas at 181 4332. Tha Company may ba found
in proposed Columbia Gas Sarvica Tarift oS - Supplamant ho. 373 which is availabla
at hitps:ffw You
ray exaimine o matertal Hlad with Iha PUC, which pxplains (he recusstad increaso and
the reasons for it. A copy of this material is kept at Calumbia’s office, Upan eaquast, the
Company will send you a statement of rmasons for Supplament No, 373, sxplaining why
the rate increaze has baen requested.

The state agency 1hat approves rtes for public unbtln.\ is the PUC. The PUC wil
examine the requosted rate incrase and can prevent sxisting rates from changing until
i investigaten smliar holds heanngs on the request. The Gampany sl prove ol Ihe
requested rates ars reasanable, After examining the svidence, the PUC may grant al,
some, or none uest, or rmay reduce existing mtes, The PUC may changs the
amount of the rate increase reguesled by the uliiity for cach customer class. As a resll,
the rato charged ta you might ba different than the rate requestod by the Gompany 3s
shown above.

There are three ways to challenge a company's requast 1o change ils rates:

1. You may fila a farmal complaint. If you want 3 hearing bators a judaa, you must fils a
formal complaint. By filing = formal complaint, you assura yoursell the oppartunity o take
part in heanngs about the rale incresse raquast, All complaints should ba filed 0% saon
25 passible. it no formal complaints ars filed, the PUC may grant all, sams. or none of i
requast vAihou! holding a haanng before a judga.

2. You may sand the PUG a lotler telling why you object to ihe requested rale incraase.
Samatimas thero is informtion in thess letters that makes the PUC aware of probloms

wilh the company’s service or managemeant. This infonmation can be helpful when the
PUG invesligates the mte recugat Send your leiler or request for a formal comlaint form
1o the Public. Utility C: P. O, Bax 3265, . PA 17105~

3285, Your leller or forrmal complaint can be filed electronically with the PUG. lnYDm:lUuﬂ
ragarding electronic filing is available al Mips:/efling.puc.pa.govl

3. You may be a witness at 3 public input hearing. Public input haarings ars held it tha
LG opens an investigation of the campany’s rate increass request and I there ar
a farga number af cusiomers mierested in the case. Al these hoanngs, you have tha
apporunity 1o presant yaur visws in person ta the PLIC judge haaring the casa and ih
mpany representatives. All testimarny given “under oath™ becomes part of the official
rale casa racard, Thase hearings are hald in the company's service area,

For mars information, call the PUC at 1-800-592-73B0. You may kxave your name and
address sa that you can be notitied of any hearings that may b scheduled in this case.

Columbia Gas'

AN»SuurDe Company
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TRIBUNE-REVIEW

SEW A LA ie AS

Mary A. Pedatella
LOWER BURRELL

Mary A.
Pedatella,
97, of Low-
er DBurrell,
died Tues-
day, March
2024, in
amily Hos-
pice at Canterbury Place. She
was born in New Kensington
on April 16, 1926, to the late
Samual and Diane Paladine
Migliore and had bean a life-
longresident of the local area,
Mrs. Pedatella was a licensed
beautician and was a mem-
ber of St. Margaret Mary Ro-
man Catholic Church, Lowar
Rurrell, and the FO Eagles,
New Kensington. She was a
wonderfuldancer and enjoyed
playing poker, cooking and
spending time with family and
friends. She is survived by her
son Ronald (Kelly) Pedatella
of Spring Church; daughter
Rene (Marly) Bertoline of
Lower Burrell, with whom she
made her home: two grand-
children, Marty (Allison) Ber-
tolino, Lesley Pedatells; sister
Darlene (Paul) Ciclarelli of
Natrona Heights; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews. In

DEATH NOTICES

addition to her parentis, she
was preceded in death by her
‘nusband Alfonso Pedatella:
granddaughter Ashley B
toline; brother Sam Migliori;
and sister Carmella Parvotta,
Friends will be received
from 3 to 7 p.m. Sunday
at RUSIEWICZ OF LOW-
ER BURRELL FUNERAL
HOME, 3124 Leechburg
Road at Alder Street, where
Prayers of Transfer will
be said at 9:30 a.m. Mon-
day followed by Christian
funeral Mass at 10 a.m.
n St. Margaret Mary
Church. Burial will follow
in Greenwood Memorial
Park, Lower Burrell. ww
RuslewiczFH.com.

Jeremy Michael

Williams
CILPIN TOWNHSIP

Jeremy
Michael
Williams,
28, of Gilpin
Township,
| passed away
on Sunday,
“ March 10,
2024, in his residence. A son
of Thomas M. Williams and

Toni M. (Berta) Williams, he
was born Aug. 24, 1983, in Na-
trona Heights. Jeremy had
been employed as a utility
line locator by USIC Locating
Services of Carlisle. He was
Presbyterian by faith. Jere-
my was a car enthusiast who
loved attending car shows and
being with his friends. Sur-
vivors include his parents,
of Gilpin Township; a broth-
er, Christopher L. Williams
{Brooke) of Gilpin Township;
paternal grandmother, Bev-
erly Williams of Gilpin Town-
ship; numerous aunts, uncles
and cousins; a niece; and a
nephew on the way. He was
preceded in death by his pa-
ternal grandfather, Warren
E. “Buek” Williams Jr.; and
maternal grandparents, Louis
and Patricia L. Berta. CLAW-
SON FUNERAL & CREMA-
TION CENTER. 170 Main
5t., Leechburg, 724-842-
1051, has been entrusted
with private arrangements,
Friends will be welcomed
by his family for a Cele-
bration of Life service to be
announced at a later date.
Condolences to the Williams
family may be offered at www.
elawsonfuneralhome.com.

Advance tickets required for Ramble

WINGS - FROM AT

Youngwood's Five Star Trail;
Smithten Borough Building;
and the West Newton Munic-
ipal Building.

Restaurant Ramble

Eleven restaurants are par-

ticipating in the Restaurant
Ramble, sponsored by Shop
Small Shop New Ken, which
will follow the wings unveil-
ing. A VIP experience startsat
11 a.m. with the general event
beginning at noon. It ends at
3pm.
Tickets are available online.
with sales ending at midnight
Saturday, and at Voodoo Brew-
ing on Fifth Avenue in New
Kensington during regular
husiness hours until Saturday,
No tickets will be sold the day
of the event.

Tickets for the VIP experi-
ence cost 838, while general
tickets are 338.

The participaiing restau-
rants offering small bites and
beverages range firom Farm
House Fresh, inits second year,
to Eazer's Restawrant & Deli, a
mainstay in New Kensington
for more than 100 years. Many
are in their third or fourth
years in business,
vou lock at the stas, 1
think 50% of restaurants fold

within the first year and most
don't make it to five years,”
said Michelle Thom, opera-
tions manager of Olde Towne
Overhaul and Voodno Brewing
in New Kensington, “This is
a mally difficult business to
be in, and this event is gearsd
toward the small restaurants
downtown coming together to
help each other out during a
difficult time of year, and get-
ting people familiarized with
the food thal is downtown and
hopefully coming back after the
aventioeatat the restaurants.”

Added to this year's event
is Kimi's Konfections, whose
desserts are regularly carried
at Ashley's Kitchen, Thom
said

Participating restaurants
and their offerings:

® Ashlev's Kitchen: A vari-
ety of mini stuffed breads and
a beverage

Robert Gregersan,
president of the
University of Pitisburgh
at Greensburg, talks
about the Westmoreland
Cultural Trust's Wings
Across Westmareland
installation, which was
unveiled in Fabruary on
the Hemgfield campus.
KRETIUA SERAFN | TRIBLIVE

® Eazer's: Greek salad with
grilled chicken

® Farm House Fresh: Small
cheesecakes

® Fat Cat's Fundraiser Subs:
Hoagies and homemade wed-
ding soup

® Fox's Pizza Den: Buffalo
chicken pizza, deluxe pizza
and plain cheese pizza

® Kimi's Konfections: Vari-
aty of cupeakes

@ Panda Chinese: Crab Ran-
goon

® Stecl Cup Coffea: Regular
d-ounce coffee

o Sweet Alchemy: A variety
of soups

® Sweet Tillies: Chocolate
peanut butter baklava

® Voodoo: Lamb and sweet
potato wontons with lime cre-
ma and a beverage

Grian C. Rittmeyer fs o
Tul:h;n,.nﬁ'wm Heconbe

== s

Register of wills defends her record

REGISTER OF WILLS - F20M AT

A supervisor with a pri-
vate nonprofit that oversees
adoptions for the state's adop-
tion network and serves as a
subcontractor for the West-
moreland County Children’s
Bureau testified the Register
of Wills Office was out of com-
pliance with the court orders
for all of 2023 and during the
first two months of this vear,

Juliann Botten said there
were at least four cases in 2023
in which it took more than 200
days to file adoption certifi-
cates and three other cases
with delays of more than 100
days to produce those records.

‘Those documents take be-
tween five and six minutes to
produce, Botten sajd.

Filing delays can produce
substantial hardships for new
parents who require those re-
cords to secure birth certifi-
cates, legal proof for medical
insurance, schaol enroliment
and other issues.

Other allegations leveled
against the Register of Wills
Office included claims that
staff and supervisors ignored
court orders to process and
forward records to state
courts for appeais and were
discourteous and dismissiva

e

of court administrators and
Judges.

“There have been probleins
with adoption (records) for
seven or eight vears,” Botten
testified.

She said her staff of para-
legals spent one month last
vear assisting the Register
of Wills Office in processing
adoption records, and, during
that time, backlogs were eased.
Hamilton rejected uifers from
the county children’s bureau
o pay for additional staff to
continue that work, she tes-
tified.

Without that assistance, the
adoption filing again slowed,
Botten said.

“Was T shocked? No. Disap-
pointed? Yes," Botten said.

Attorney Jeff Loughner
said he represented clients
who were frustrated by the
ongoing delays in completing
the required paperwork that,
he said, took between four
moiths and a year to finalize
in some instances,

“We tried to live with it but
hoped someday it would be
corrected,” Loughner testified.

Hamilton, who was elect-
ed to a thind term in Novem-
ber, defended her oversight
of the office. She said, upon

her full-time return towork in
December, staff performance
has improved. She said new
employees were hired to aug-
ment the worldorce because of
pay hikes she lobbied county
commissioners to approve in
February.

The office has 11 employees
and two vacancies.

In addition to seeking in-
formation about Hamilton's
duties as head of the Regis-
ter of Wills Office, the judges
asked about her qualifications
for the job.

Hamilton served two years
as the office’s chiel deputy
under then-Register Michael
Ginsburg. She previously
worked as a lawyer and was
a Hempfield Township super-
visor.

The office, she said, pro-
cesses about 3.000 new cases
each year, including about 200
adoptions. Much of the filing
work is assigned to her staff,
she testified.

“In my role, I am more in-
volved with policy, budgets,
hiring and working with court
administration,” Hamilton
said.

Hich Chobadofsky is 1 IribLive

staffwriter. He con be renched
at halodofsky Riribiive.com.

THE STROLLER

Information on this page, including The Straller, may be dropped off or mailed at least
two wagks in advance to: The Stroller, oo Val}ev News Dispatch,
210 Fourth Ave., Tarentumn, PA 15084;
amail vndnews@.rlbllve com; or fax 724-226-4677

Apollo Meals on Wheels

seeking volunteers

Apollo Area Meals on Wheels needs vol-
unteers to help prepare meals and deliver
meals to clients,

Hours for kitchen help are 7to Sa.m.,
and hours for driversare 8 to 11
a.m., both Mondays, Wednesdays or
Fridays. For details, eall the office at
T24478-3117.

New Ken-Arnold School
District gets registration
for kindergarten underway

New Kensington-Arnold School
District is accepting appointments
for kindergarten registration.

Children must be 5 before Sept. 1
to enroll. Datails and registration
packets are available online at hitp://
bitly/aTI8n%z and can be completed
before your appointment. For an ap-
pointment or more information, call
724-335-4641

CALENDAR

Agolla

Sunday: St. James Parish is selling tick-
ets for a Luck of the Irish lotiery ticket
raffle. Cost: $10, includes two threedigit
numbers. The winner receives a complete
roll of $3, $10 and $20 Pennsylvania scratch-
off lottery tickets. The winning number
will be the 7 p.m. Daily Pick 3 number on
Sunday. Tickets: Linda at 724-832-8776, in
the parish office and after weekend Masses
in the church vestibule.

Brackenridge

Sunday: Pioneer Hose Company Aux-
iliary will host a spring bingo at 1 p.m. in
the firehall, 124 Morgan St. Doors open at
23 in advance, $30 at the door;
cards for 20 regular games and
three cards for five specials. The kitchen
will be apen. There will be cash prizes, a
$500 jackpot game, a silent auction and a
60-50 raffle. Tickets: Emily at 724-882-5908,

Buffalo Township

April 8: Buffalo Elementary School PTG
is accepting orders for a spirit wear sale.
Deadline: Monday. Pickup: 6 to 7p.m. April
8 at the school, Orders: https://tinvurl
com/hded2nxn.

East Vandergrift

Sunday: Our Lady, Queen of Peace Par-
ish will have bingoat 2 p.m. in the church's
social hall, 411 McKinley Ave. Doors open
at 1 p.m. There will bea 49-number jackpot
pame, a 4-number picture frame game

and 2 magic number game. Details: 724-
478-4938.

Ford City

Sunday: A spaghetti dinner fundraiser
to henefit the K-8 program of Southern
Armstrong Regional Police Department
will be from 2 to 7 p.m. in 5t. John Luthei-
an Church, 1038 Fourth Ave. Cost: $12,
includes spaghetti. salad, bread, drink
and dessert.

Harrisan

March 25: The adult craft club
at Community Library of Alle-
gheny Valley will meet from 5:30
t06:45 p.. in the library, 1522 Broad-
view Blvd. This month’s project will
be an Easter tea towel. Bring yvour
own drinks and snacks. Must be 18
&, or older. One towel and fabric paint
will be provided. Bring additional
basic towels to make more. Reserva-
tions required. Reservations: https.//
tinyurl.com/avisjxkf.

Lower Burrell

Sunday: The American Legion,

o) 1 Wildlife Lodge Road, will be open

from 9a.m. lo noon for breakfast. Menu:
pancakes, creamed ground beef on toast,
eggs made to order with toast, home fries
and sausage or bacon.

Thursday: Peoples Library will offer an
anline talk with Madeline Miller, author of
“The Song of Achilles and Circe," at 7p.m.
Reservations required. Reservations:
libraryc.org/ peopleslibrary.

New Kensington

March 22: An online Sarris Candies
fundraiser to benefit Zen Cat Sanctuary
will continue through Mavch 22. Details
and orders: tinyurl.com/3vypa2r7.

April 7: St. George Orthodox Church Fel-
lowship Committee is accepting ordars for
& spinach pie sale. Order deadline: March
20 Pickup: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. April 7in
the church hall, 1150 Leishman Ave. Cost:
£35 a dozen, $30 a half-dozen. Orders and
details: 724-337-3918.

Parks Township

Sunday: Parks Township Sportsman's
Club will have a country music jam night
from 5 to 8 p.m. at the club, 1111 Shipman
Road. Bring vour favorite stringed instru-
ment and sing along. Refreshments avail-
able. Public welcome. Details: 724-845-2140,

Tarentum

Sunday and Tuesday: Alcoholics Anon-
ymous will meet from 7 to& p.m. in Central
Presbyterian Church, 305 Allegheny St
An opportunity for silent prayer will be
at 6:30 p.m.

— e o

CORRECTIONS/CLARIFICATIONS

It is the policy of this newspaper ta correct

rrors of fact in news staries as soon as pos-

sible. To request a correction or clarification,
call the city desk at 724-226-4665.

Log on teday ta find
your dream home!

R EALESTATETRI Bg TrIBG::

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RATE CHANGE

Pennsybania, Inc. (Columbia the

Fublic Uity Commission {PUC) for an increase in your natural gas distribution rates as of May 14, 2024, This
natice describes the Company's mie request, the PUC's rols, and what nctions pou can take,

has filed o requasl with

Columbiz has requasted an overall mia increase of $124.1 milian per year, This fling alse incldes a request
for appraval of the following altemalive rats mechanisms in sceordance with 66 Pa. C.S. § 1330: a Revsnue
Normalization Adjustmant mechanism to stabilize uliity r=venvs mgamleu of changes in aclual customer
usage that would become afioctive with the January 2025 biing cyclo and a requast fo remove fha dead
bond associated with the currenlly sftective Waathar Wormalzation Adjustment. Tha filing also inclucas 2
raquostior approval of akurscinal Levelization Chiarga, which would further increase bills issuod 1o residents
af the City of Pitisbuigh and Peryopolis, and dacrease bils iasued 1o residents of Hoscos Borough and
New Seonckley.

" lhwwmn} 's entirz reques! is epproved. the letal bill for a residential customer who purchases 70 therms
ot from $T18.16 10 $136,92 per month. or by 15.38 parcent.

Tha total bil for a small commrial customer using 150 thanms of gas purchassd from Colunbia per month
would mersase from $105.43 to $226.24, or by 15,18 percent,

Ratesfora i ial customar usiig 1.215 the from Golumibia per manth would increass from
$1.281.25 10 $1.432.58 per month, or by 13,40 parcent.

I thes Company's Municipal L Ch d, cusl tocated in the City of Pillsburgh and
Perryopolis would be hﬂ'\d.ﬂm par manth n addﬂmmnlhﬂ incrasas deschbad above. Bills for customers
located n Roscos: e Sewickdary Te Incraa bt they would

receive 3 monthly ba{aadwmsf a1,

To fined out your customer class or haw the requested increase mighl affect your gas bil, call Columbia Gas
al 1-88§-460-1312. Tha rates requasted by the Company may be found in proposed (‘F‘J\.um:a Gas Service
Tanfl N, 9- Sugplement Mo, 373 which is avalable at hitps /w, ool
usfrogulatony-information. You may examine the materal Hed with the PUC, which mpbns ho raquestod
incrsass and the masons for it. A copy of this malerial is kept of Columbia's offics. Upan request, the
Company will send you a slalament of reasons for Supplament No. 373, explaining why the mie increase
has baon requesied,

The state agency that spproves rales for publc ulities is the PUC. Tho PUC wil exrmie the requested
rate incraasn and can prevent axisting raies from changing untl i investigates andiar holds hearings on the
requast. The Company must prove that the mquested rales are reasonable. Affer exarsning the evidence,
the PLIC may grant all, sonta. or nane of the raquest, or may educe exictng rates, Tha PLG may change the
amaunt of the rease requasted by the ublity lor each customer class. As a resull, 1he rte charged to
you rrEght be i feront than tha e requested by the Company 23 shown abase,

There are thies ways to challenge a company's request to changa its rates:

1. You may fée a 1 you want ajudga you must fiks a formal comptaint. By
filing 2 formal complaint, you assur yoursell tha oppertunity 1o take parl in heanngs about the mte increase
request, All compkaints shoukd be fed a3 s00n as possible. H ro fomal compizints axe flcd, tho PUG may
grant ol some, or none af quest without

2 Vau may send i PUG a lelter Ieing why you abiect 10 the mouesiad e increase. Sometimas fhere s
1C oware of problems with the company’s service or monagerment.

ey

Cruising lights make officers more visible

LIGHTS - -HOM A3

costs on all of the vehicles
amounted to a few hun-
dred dollars. The program
Jaunched March 1.

A minimum of three South-
ern Armstrong Regional pa-
trol cars are on patrol in Free-
port, Gilpin and Ford City at
any given time.

Sgt. Hunter Tackett works
nights for Southern Arm-
strong Regional and said he

welcomes the new light pro-
cedure.

“It's a great thing because
it shows the community that
we're out there, Before, we
had some unmarked vehicles,
and now all of our officers are
ina marked vehicle,” he said.

Tackett said he hasn't ex-
perienced anv issues with
drivers pulling 1o the side of
the road because they thought
they were being pulled over.

Fabec stressed that motorists
should pull over whenever
they see flashing police lights
or hear sirens behind them.
“People are talking about
it, so they're spreading the
word to tell people that those
(steady. cruise-mode) lights
don't mean vou're getting
pulled over,” Tackett said.

oy Hanz 53 fib jee
stiffreriter Skeconbemacted

o

This information 31 66 helpéul ehen the PLC investiaies flve rafe request, Sond your istier or requast for 3
fomial complaini form Lo the Pennsybvania Public Uity Cormsnission, R 0. Box 3265, Hamisburg. PA 17105~
2265, Your lelter o formel oa lact ith the FUC, reganding electronic
fling 15 valable at hitps /efibng puc.pa gav/,

3. You iy be a witness af o public nput fesring. Public nput hearings. are held 1 1ho PLIC opeds an
in

tha cose, At
o Gasa and the company rpresentalives, AB lostimany given “under oalh becomss part ol e e
case meor, Thesa heanings rs hekd in tha company 3 service arma,

Formoi sionration. call the PUC at 1-800-5492-7 480, You sy ksave your nams and oddrens so that yoo ean
be nolifisd ol any hearings that may be schedubsd in thie case,

Columbia Gas:

AMiScure Company

<3788
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HAVE A QUESTION
ABOUT YOUR
| SUBSCRIBTION?

- Contact us today!
1-500-209-5742 | TridTotsiMediacom

Powasbal election, Biden's
ool Tuf Salbays g el b i T
Sy ek o Satement, saying, “T'll work

like hell against any deal that
leaves our steel workers be-
hind.”

Nippon Steel announced in
December that it planned to
buy the Pittsburgh-based steel

Publ

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RATE CHANGE

Columbia Gias of Pennsyhvanta. Inc, (Columbia Gas er the Campany has fled a mguest with e
Utikty Gommiiasian (PUC) for an increase in your natural gas distnbution rates as of May 14, 2024, This
natica descrbas tha Company s rate mquest, the PUG's role. and what actions you can take.

nsyheania

Cefmbia has requested an overall rate increase of $124.1 million per year, This filing also inchudes a rogusst
1nr appreval of the following siieralive mte MecHalems i accodance with 66 Pa. G.5, § 1330 o Hevenue
Nonmalization Adjustmant mechanism ta stabiliza utiity revenue regardloss of changes in actual customes
usage thal would become efiectivae wilh the Januzry 2025 bilbng cycle and o rquest o ramove the dead
hand associated with U currsntly effsctiva Woathar Noriadizaion Adjustment, The filing disa includes a
requast for sppr~al of a Municipal Leveliztion Charge. which would furthar increass bills issuod to msitents
af the City of Pittsburgh and Pemryopolis, and decrsase bals issued 1o resdents of Foscos Borough and
New Sewicklsy.

1 the Company's anti d, Lhe lolal bl for rdential customer who purchases 70 thurms
i g e Conaa pes inth wEeld asease roem S11816 1 S136.83 e vonth. o Ly 18,08 perent

The total it for 2 srmall commvercial custarme ging 150 Thenms of gas purchasée trom Cokambia per manfh
would incraass from $196.43 1o 5226, y 15.18 parcent,

Sites for 2 small industrial customar using 1.215 thames of gas from Colimbia per menth woukd incrsase front
$1.281.25 10 §1.452.98 par month. ar by 13.40 percent.

1l the Company's Municipal Leveliration Charge s appraved, customers located in tha City of Fittsburgh and
Perryopolis would be bdled $0.70 par monlh in addilion 1o the increasos dascribed abova. Bils for customers
located in Foscoa Berough and m—w:.ummy higy bt thay wauld
racenve a monthly bl aredit of §7.

To find oul your customer class or hew Ihe requestod increase might aifout your gas bil, call Columbia Gas
al 1-BB8-460-4332, Tha rles rsquastad by the Company iy b found i poposed Golums Gas Savie
Tanft Ho. 8 - Supplamant Mo, 373 which is avatable al hitps iw
wshEgulalnry-nformatio, You may pxuming ho matsdal fld with the FUC, which E:nh-ls the requesied
increase and tha rensons for il. A copy af this moteral is kept ot Columbi's offica. Upon mguast, the
Gampany wil sencl you a stalameant of rensans for Supplament No, 373. explining why tha rals increase
has beea requestod.

Tm; stals agency thal approves

for public utilties is the PUC. The PUC will axaming the requasted
rates from changing until It mvestigales andior holds hearings on the
 roquasted rales ora ressciabe. After exaurining the idsace
Ihe HJE may grant 2, some, or none of the may reduce existing mies. The PUC may change the
amaunt of tha rate merease requosted by the uLl:\y for mh cuslomers class, As a result, the rate chargad to
ol t=d by the Company

w.

There are thres ways rates

‘s request

1, ou may fla a formal compkaint. 1f you want 3 hearing bafors a judge, you must fie a formal complaint, By
likng 3 foamal comalaint. you assure ;EIII!EE“ tha opportunity to taks part in hearings about the rate increase
quast. All complaints shoukd b led s s00n a3 poasiblo, If o fomal complaints are hied. tha PLIC may
Grant al sarme. or none of the request without liakding 3 hearing befors o judge.

2. You may send tha PLC a letler teling why you objec! to the requested rat reasa, Sometimas tha is
nfoemstianin fesaloitors hat makos o PUT /oo of probioms wi ho comgany s service oe managermant
This information can be helpiul when the PUG the ter of requast for 3
fonmal cormplaint fomm 10 he Pepnaylvania Public Utiity Comission. P, O, Bax 1265, Ham-uurg PATI05-
265, Your lettar or onizally with the FUC reqarding slectonic
filng is ovadshla af htlps:bef

fifing, puc.pa.gavi.
3. You may b3 & witnss at a public input heaning. Public input oanngs s hekd if the PUG opens an

‘srals number of customars interested in
thacasa. At thase hasrngs, you hava ha opporiunity 10 presant yous vigws in porsan fo e FLC judga haanng
e £388 a0 Ihe company represantatives. Al lastimory given "under oath” becomes part of the official rale
case record, Thass haarngs are held in ihe company’s ssrvice ara

For more informaiian, 3 tha PUC at 1-800-6
‘e notlfied of ary hearings that may be sc

Columbia Gas

AiSourca Company

7380, You may leave your name and atdress s that you can
uled m s case.

producer for $14.1 billion in
cash, raising concerns about
what the transaction could
mean for unionized workers,
supply chains and U.S. nation-
al security.

The Japanese company has
tried to assuage critics by
promisingno job losses due to
the merger. It also committed
to keeping the 1.8, Steel name
and Pitisburgh headquarters,
while noting it already has
a presence in the American
market and would bring in
new resources to foster job
growth,

The company, which is the
world's fourth largest stee]
producer, launched a website
with supportive statements
from Larry Summers, the for-
mer treasury secretary, and
Pat Toomey, a Republican and
former senator from Pennsyl-
vania.

Shortly after the steel deal
was announced, the White
House indicated it would be
placed under review by the
secretive Committee on For-
eign Investment in the United
States, The povernment does
not officially provide updates
on the CFIUS review process.

Biden has a big megaphone
to weigh in on the matter, but
he is not intervening in the
review process or formally
blocking the deal. according
to a person familiar with de-
liberations who insisted on
anonymity.

When asked about the deal
Thursday, White House na-
tional security spokesman
John Kirby declined to say
whether the president wanted
to stop it outright or would be
amendable to changes in iis
structure.

But Kirby said the United
States sees its alliance with
Japan as “stronger than it's
ever been.”

Still, the president holds
sway over CFIUS. The
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President Joe Biden talks with supparters during a campaign
event Thursday in Saginaw, Mich. Biden has a big megaphone
to weigh in on the U.S. Steel sale, but he is not intervening or
formally blocking the deal, according to a person familiar with

deliberations.

treasury secretary leads the
committee, which also is com-
posed of the heads of federal
agencies and, as deemed ap-
propriate, directors of White
House councils on the econo-
my and national security.

Trumpsaid earlier this vear
after meeting with the Team-
sters union that he would stop
the U.S. Steel acquisition: “1
would block it. I think it's a
horrible thing, when Japan
buys U.S. Steel. I would block
it instantaneously.”

Biden has a close relation-
ship with the United Steel-
workers. He gave the union
members “personal assuranc-
es"” that he has their backs,
according to a February state-
ment by the union about Nip-
pon Steel’s plans, U.S. Steel is
headquarterad in Pennsylva-
nia, another key state in this
year's election.

The United Steelworkers
issued a statement last week
after meeting with represen-
tatives from Nippon Steel that
ithad concerns about whether
the company would honor ex-
isting labor agreements and
about the company’s finan-
cial transparency, adding that
there were “barriers” to clos-
ing a merger.

The U.S. considers Japan to
be one of its closest allies and
a key parmer in countering
China’s ambitions and influ-

ence in Asia. Biden has visited
the country twice as president
and will host Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishidaat the
White House on April 10,

But Nippen Steel's connec-
tions to China have raised
concerns within the Biden ad-
ministration. More than half
the steel produced globally
comes from China, according
to the World Steel Association.
India is the second-largest pro-
ducer, followed by Japan and
the United States.

The U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce warned in a February
blog post that it would be
foolhardy of the Biden admin-
istration to block the deal.
Doing so could hurt foreign
investment into the United
States, cause other countries
to block the overseas invest-
ments that U.S. companies
want to make and undermine
the U.S-Japan alliance, the
chamber said.

John Murphy, the head of
international issues for the
chamber, said Thursday it
was “inappropriate and coun-
terproductive” of Biden to po-
ize the CFIUS review.
1t's imperative thai the
CFIUS review proceed; and
if, as expecied, it reveals no
national security concerns,
the sale should proceed,” Mur-
phy said.
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Libraries struggle to afford
the demand for e-books

By Susan Haigh

Associated Pross

HARTFORD, Conn. —
Whencver bestselling au-
thar Robin Cook releases a
new medical thriller, the
head af the public library in
West Haven knows demand
for digital coples will be
high. Sowill the price.
ike many libraries, West
Haven has been grappling
with the soaring costs of &
books and audiobooks. The
digital titles ofien come with
a price tag that's far higher
than what consumers pay.
‘While one hardcover copy of
Dr. Cook’s latest novel costs
the library $18, it costs 855 to
lease a digital copy —a price
1 can't be haggled with
publishers,

And for that. the e-hook
expires after a limited
time. usually after one or
two years, or after 26
checkouts, whichever
comes first While e-hooks
purchased by consumers
can fast into perpetuity, li-
braries need to renaw their
Teused e-material,

It costs to renew

‘The mocdestly flnded West
Haven Library has spent
mare than $12000 over the
last three years to lease just
276 additional digital titles be-
voned what patrons can ac-
cess through a consortium of
public libraries. Eighty-four
of these boalis are no longer
available. If that same
amount had been spent on
paper books, it would have
cavered about 800 titles.

“Imagine i’ a plavground
was builtat a school with tax
dollars. only to be taken
down after two years of use,”
Librarian Colleen Bailie said
atarecent public hearing.

Publishers, however, ar-
e the arrangement is fair
cansidering e-book licenses
for libraries allow numeraus
patrons to “borrow” them

and the per-reader cost is
much less expensive than
the per-reader rate,

Librarians in several
states have been pushing for
legislation to rein in the
costs and restrictions on
electronic material, which
has been growing in popu-
larity since the COVID-19
pandemie, Pabrons are stuck
on long waiting lists for au-
dio and e-books, and digital
afferings ave limited,
Legislative help

This year, lawmakers in
states including Connecti-
cut, Massachusetis, [llinois,
Hawaii and New Haumpshire
have proposed bills aimed at
dmmgme affordability gap.

ill was introdueed in Vir-
1.,m|n but was tabled in Feb-
ruary.

They face stong opposi-
tion from the publishing in-
dustry, whichargues the leg-
islation undermines intel-
lectual property values
will harm the publishing
coosystem.

“They do have a funding
problem, but the answer is
not to take it out of the pock-
ets of authors and destroy
the rights of creators and
pass unctmsumunnnl legis-
lation,” said Shelley Hus-
band, senior vice president
of government affairs at the
Association of American
Publishers, noting how
more people than ever can
aceess e-material that might
otherwise have been pur-
chased from booksellers,

Readers across the globe
borrewed 662 millio
books, audiobooks and di

the main distributor of digi-
tal content for libraries and
schools.

Libraries Online Inc., a

Connecticut u'uerhbl.uy
consortium, is currently
spending roughly $20,000 2

month on ebooks for its 38
members, Replacing expired
titles consumes 20% of the
consortivm's budget, said e
book committee chair,
Rebecea Harlow.

“F we replaced all of the
eantent that has expired this
year, the cost would esreed
surentireannunt budgetfore

ks, Ms. Harlow recently
told lawmakers. “We have
completely lost the ability to
build a library collection.”

The consortium leases
fewer than 30 books a month
for children and 30 books &
month for teens, she said.

Dumping e-books and au-
din books isn't considered an
option for libraries with pa-
wons like Casey Rosseau, 53,
of West Hartford, Conn.

Mr. Rossenu, an informa-
tion technology warker, has
worsening eyesight. He
reads about 200 audiobooks
a year using OverDrive’s
Libby app on his phone, and
is typically an waiting lists
for months at a time for the
most coveted Litles.

“I've always gone to the li-
brary to get the latest John
Grisham ar the latest James
Patterson (novel),” he said.
“Those come out sa afien
that you have to have really
deep pockets in order w be
able to afford to buy them."”

Copyright laws

In 2021, Maryland passed
@ law that would have re-
quired publishers to make e
books available on *‘reason-
able terms” 1o libraries if
they were being offered to
the general public. That was
struck down by a judge in
2022, after publishers suc-
cessfully argued that fedes
copyright Jaw bars states
from regulating publishing
transactions. New York
Gov. Kathy Hochul veted a
Similar measure in 2021.

Many of the latest legisia-
tive propesals try a differ-
entapproach.

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RATE CHANGE

WWW.POST-GAZETTE.COM

DOWNLOADABLE

INSTRUCTIONS

Jessica Hill/Associated fress

Instructions for using Libby, a free app for e-books, digital
audiobooks and magazines, was on display last month at the
Windsor Public Library in Windsor, Conn.

An Hlinois bill would void
contracts between libraries
and publishers that include
certain provisions, such as
restricting a library's right
to determine loan periods
for licensed electronic ma-
terial. Massachusetts and

Connecticut are looking at
similar proy ;
“Basically, rather than
telling the publishers that
they have to do anything in
particular, our bill would tell
the libraries on what terms
they can make deals with the

BITTSEURGH

A1

publishers,” said Connecti-
cut state Rep. Matt Blumen-
thal.a Democrat.

Husband, of the Associa-
tion of American Publish-
ers, said she sees no real dif-
ference between the over-
turned Maryland law and
these latest efforts. Last
vear, organizaiions repre-
senting publishers, booksell-
ers and anthors formed The
Protect the Creative Econ-
omy Coalition to oppose
statelegislation.

But Julie Holden, assis-
tant lihrary director for the
Cranston Public Library in
Rhode Tsland, said that with-
out legislative change, local
librarians will not only con-
tinue o face financial strain,

¥ down ex-
amining lists of expiring dig-
ital leases to decide whether
they can justify spending
more money o renew each
one,

“Taxpayers who fund our
public libraries deserve bet-
ter. Way better,” shesaid.
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Columbiz Gas of Pannsyhania. Inc. (Columbia Gas or the Company) has filed a request with the
Pannsgvania Public Utikty Commission (PUC) for n increasa in your natural gas distibution rates as of
May 14, 2024, This notice descnies the Company's rala requesl. the PUG's role, and whal actions you
can tzke

Columiia has raquestetan overs e increaco o ST241 o par yos. Tl fing ol ncaes 3
raquas! for approval of the foflowing alf with 35 Fa, C.S, § 1330,
a Revenue Normalzation Adjusiment machanism 1o stabilize uﬁﬂy revenue regardless of changos in
actual customer usape that viould bacome affectiva with e January 2025 billing cycle and o rquest
o remove the dead band associted with tha L‘umanlly effactne Wanther Nonmalgation Mﬂumuul
Tha fiing aisa includes a request for approval of a Municipal Lesslization Charge, which would further
Increase bills issuad to residents of tha City of Pittsburgh and Parryapclis, and decrease bills issued fo
residents of Fosson Borcugh 2nd New Sewickley,

It the Comparny’s estirs reques! is spproved. he lotal bil for a residentsal customar who purchasas
70 therms of gas rom Columbia per manth would increase from $118.16 In $136.92 par manth, or by
15.88 parcent.

The tatal bill tor = small commercial customer using 150 therms of gas purchased from Columbia par
month would incseass from $196,43 10 $226.24, or try 1518 porcent.

Fates fora small ndustnal custamar using 1.215 th 1 gas from Columbia par th
fiom $1.281.25 la $1,452.98 per manth, or by 13.40 percent.

Il the Cempany 's Municip! Levelization Charge is approved. cusiomars located in the Cty of Pitisburgh
and Pemycpolis woukl ba billed S0.70 par month in addition lo the mcrases descnbed above. Bills
far custamars located in Roscos Barough and Hew Township would increase as descabed
above, but they would receive o mosthly bill credit of §7.44,

Ta find out your cuslamar chass o hiow tha requasted incrazss might sflect your gas bill, call Columbia

Gas at 1-888460-4332, The rates requastsd by the Company may be found i propesed Columbis

Gias Service Taf No. 9 - Suplsmant No. 373 ulrn:h is availabla at hlpswwe columbiagaspa. com’
You may examine the matoral filed with the: PUC Mvch

explans the raquasted m[r?zm:undlbﬂla‘mﬂnshrn Atopy ol this materd is kept ol Golurmb

Upon request. tha Company will song yﬂu a stalament of masans for Supploment Mo, 373, q.pl.wnmg

why tha rala increass has been requast

Th stale agency that approves. rates for public utifities is the PUC. The PUC will examine the raquasted
e incraase and con prevent existing mles om changing untl it investigates andior holds hearings
an tha request. The Company must prove that ihe requestod rmies ar reasonable. Alier axamining the
svidencs, the PUC may grant all some, or none of the request, or may rduce existing rates, The PLC
ez change the amount of the = increasa requested by tha ullity for sach custorner class. As aresult,
tha rate charged 1o you might be ifferent than the rate requested by the Company as shown show.

There ore three ways to challenge @ company's request fo change its mfas:

1. You may file a fonmal compkaink I you want 2 hearing before a judge, you must fils a formal complaint,
By fling 2 lormal compiaint, you assure yourself 1ho opportunity 1o {ske mart in hearings shout fhe rais
increase request, Al complants should be filed 35 s00a as pasaitla. [f no formal complaints are fiked, the
PUG may grant all, soms, o none of tha requast without holding a hearing betore a udgs.

2. You may send the PUC aletter talling why you object to £
is informalion in thess lettera hat makes the PUG aware of problems with the company's senice or
imanagement. This mformation can be helpful when the PUC investigates Lhe rate rsquest. Send your
latter or request for a formal complaint fonn 10 the Pannsyhania Public Utility Comnussion. P 0. Bax
5265, Harrisburg. PA 17 105-1265, Your latter or formal complaint can be filed electronically vth the PLIC,
Informstion regarding efectren fling is availabia at hipsietling.puc. pagov,

3. You may ba @ wilness at o puble npul hearing. Public inpul hearings are held i the PUC opans

an invesigation of the company's rale increass request and n thare are a karge number of customars

intaresisd in the case. At these hearings. you haws the OPEOMUIILY to present your views in person to

the PUC judge hearing tho Gasn and the campany representatives. Al testimony gven “unkder ath”
< the officel d. held in 1pany’s sarvice amwa.

Formore information. call the PUC at 1-800-652-7380., You may leave your narme and addsss sa hat you
zan ba notified of any hearings thal may be scheduled in this casa,

Columbia Gas:

A NiSource Company

7-Month CD

5104

$25,000 New Money Minimum

Open yours at any of Dollar Bank's offices.
To learn more, visit Dollar.Bank/CDOffer
or call 1-800-242-2265.

HarBank

Let’s get you there. Schedule an
Appointment
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED RATE CHANGE

2 Gas of Pannsylvana, Inc. (Columbia Gas or the Company) has fed a raquest with tha
svlvania Public Uty Commission (PUC) far an nerease in your natural gas distriftion rates as,
o' My 14, 2024, This nofice describes the Company's rate request, the PUC's role, and what actions
YOu Can 1ake.

Columbiz has reguasted an overall rate increase of $124.1 million per year, This fling also includes
squest for 3puraval of the follow g altemative e MECTAMiSTS n ICEordance wih 86 Pa, €.8,
330: 2 Roveriue Normalzstion Adustment mechanism fo stabilize utiity revenua regaroless of
changes ir actual cusiomer usage thal wauld bacome effective with the Januzry 2025 biing cyds
ane 3 request 1 remove ino deod bord associated with tha currantly effective Weather Normalizaticn
Adjustment, The filing slso includes 2 requast for approval of a Municipal Levelization Gharga, which
would furthor incroase b5 issusd 1 residents of tha City of Pitisburgh and Parryopobs, and decroasa
hills 155584 10 residots of Roscon Borougn ant Naw Sewickley,

I the Company’s entire request Is approved, the total bl for 3 rasidential customer wha purchases
70 therms of gas irom Columibia par month would increase from $118.16 1o $136.92 per month, or by
15,88 percant,

Tha total bil for  small commarcial customar using 150 tharms o gas purchasad fram Golumbiz par
manth would increse from $196.43 10 §226.24, or by 15.18 percent.

Hatos tor 2 small indusinal customer using 1,215 Iherms of gas from Columbia per month would
increase fram $1,281.25 to $1,452 98 per month, or by 13.40 parcent,

Il tha Gampary's Muncinal Levelzation Chage s approved, customers located in the City of

shurgh and Perryopalis would be billed $0.70 par month in addilion 10 the Increases described
ove, Bils for customers located in Roscoa Boraugh and Mew Sewickley Township would ncrease
26 doscriied above, bul they would recaive a monthly bil cradit of §7.44,

Tafind aul your yaut Gas bill, call Columbia
Tos o1 1-0BA GO ATIE The rres raquesiea by the Company may be found in proposed Columbia
G Seriice Terf Na D - Supplement No. 373 which i3 avadabla at s calumbiagaspa,
may examine the materal fled with tho
PUC winch explains the reguested VIEIE:IS(‘ and the le:suﬂs for it, A copy of this material is kept at
Coluribia's office, Upon request, the Company wil send you a statemant of reasns foe Supplament
Ho, 373, explaining why the rate increase has boen requesied.

The state agency that spprovas ratés for puslic unlities is the PUC. The PUC wil examine the
requasted rate increase ad can prevent exsting rates from changing untl it ivesugates andior
halds hearings on tha request. The Company must prova that the requested rates are reasonanle.
Alier examining the ewdanca, the PUC may grant all, some, or none of the request, or may reduce
exstng rates, The PUC may changa the amednt of (ha rale ncrease requasted by the utiity for saca
Gusiomer class. As 3 resul, tha rate charged o you might ba differant than the rae requested by e
Company as shavm zbive,

Tharo are three ways to challengs 3 company s reauRst to change its rates:

1. You may fils o farmal complant, If you want 2 hearing before o judge, you must filo = fornal
complaint, By ing = famal complaint, you 3ssure yourself the anportunity 1o take part in heanngs
about the rate increass request, All complainis should be filed as soon s possible, If no formal
complaints are filed, the PUC may arant all, some, or none of the tequest without holding 2 hearng
balora 2 jutge,

2. You may send the PUC a tenar telling why you oliect 10 the requasted rate increase, Sometimes
1here s information in thase lattars that makes tho PUC aware of problems with the company’s
servica or management, This infarmatian can be halpful whan the PUC investigales Lhe rate reques:,
Sana yaur latler or reguest far 2 stform Public Utibty

P. 0. Box 1265, Harristurg, PA 17105-3255. Your leftor o can be filed

with the PUG, Informalion regaeding oloctrorie Hing s avaiable 2 hitps:iafiing puc.na.gavi.

3. You may be a Witness 3t a public inpul hearing. Public input hearngs ase held if the PUC opers
3 investigation af tha company's rata ncrease request and if hera ara a larga number of customers
sted 1 the case. Al 1153 Hearings, y0u Nawe 1ha SIOMTty 10 PIESENt your views In Derson 1o
2 PUC judge hearing in case and the campany represantatves, All testimony given *under oath®
b taf the official rat i ara hald in the company's service area.

For mora information, call the PUC at 1-800-682-7360, You may lesve your rame and address sa that
you can be nonfied of any heanngs tat may b Scheduled In this cass.

Columbia Gas'

ANSqurce Compamy

Please recycle this newspaper

CLOSING

WASHINGTON
JEWELRY

Precrus: Comtese e PessWisy Cac somean
Sarah Urso, a student at Ringgold High School, took part in the Scramble competition at
the 2023 Southwestzrn Regional Tournament of the Pennsylvania Pennsylvania Scienca
Olympiad.

PennWest California to host
Science Olymplad regional

Byl Patenia
Striffurtter
PG e

About 400 students
from school districts in 13
counties will converge on
PennWest California Satur-
day for the Southwestern
Regional tournament of
the Pennsylvanin Science
Olympiad.

‘The tournament, hosted
at the California campus for
some 30 years, involves stu-
dents from Western Penn-
sylvania, including Wash-
ington, Greene and Fayette
counties. The Northwest
Regional was held Feb. 24 at
PennWest Clarion.

Student teams are chal-
lenged by various STEM-re-
lated events.

“I'hey dodifferent events
related to science subjects,”
said Dr: Candice Riley, as-
sociate professor of parks
and recreation manage-
ment at PennWest Califor-
nia, "There's a unit where
they make modified paper
airplanes, there's different
exams, robotics types of
events, all sorts of different

o

Riley isone of the organiz-
ers of the Olympiad, along
with Dr. Steven Brooks and
D Matt Price.

SOUTH STRABANE

SPRING CLEANUP

South Strabane residents may place tree limbs and
branches curbside for pickup by the Public Works
Department. Limbs and branches collectzd at the
curb may not excesd 6 inches in diameter and no
longer than 10 feet in length. Collection will occur

. on March 25, and April 151, Residents are asked to
N place materials curbside by 7 2.m. on the days of
collection. Inorder to accommodate all Township

OPEN S ATURDAY residents, the Public Works Department will only

dllocate a maximum of ten minutes per property

March 16,2024 ] \_for collection. Additianally, we encourageall

11AM-3PM
24 N. Main St. Washington, PA

724-225-5480

annslup rasidents to utilize the 24/7 Recycle Center
louted 153 Zediker Station Rozd for depositing
y!:d debris outside lfschzduied pickups.

Muske Itarian CLus

Every Friday 11 am - 7 pm
Spaghetti and/or Tripe dinners also
available the third Sunday of every
month, September through May.
Take out is .50¢ extra
724-745-7280
or 724-745-9878

283 Muse Bishop Road, Muse, PA 15350

Every Friday

Starts January 26 until March 22
NO Ash Wednestiay » NO Coad Friday

FISH FRY =T

Liam Glover, left, and Cannon Hazel, siudents at A.J. Mc-
Mullen Middle School in the Uniontown Area School Dis-
trict, in the rolls 1 ition at the
2022 Southwestern Regional Tournament of the Pennsyl-
vania Science Olympiad.

“1 think it's important to  ed to volunteer their ime to
instill that love of science, help withthe Science Olym-
increase that interest in sci-  piad. Faculty members vol-
ence,” Riley said. ‘Competi-  unteer as judges.
tion is always fun. You want “It's a goad way to get the
to do the best that youcan.  university community in-
It’s a good way for middle  volved,” Riley said. “We've
and high schoal studentsto reached out to student clubs

test their knowledge.” and student organizations and
Science Olympiad isanin-  diffevent classes that weoffer:
wpniza It i recruiting tool

tion devoted t improving the  for students who are thinking
quality of science education, almmllage,m muld:m—
increasing student interest in - siderour univi
science, and providing recog- The top-performing
nition foroutstanding achieve-  teams are eligible to ad-
ment inscienceeducation vance to the state tourna-
About 50 PennWest Cali- ment, scheduled for April
fornia students are expect- 27 at Penn State Altoona.

TE IR T
SOUTH STRABANE

TOWNSHIP
PARK & RECREATION COMMITTEE

Is Sponsoring a Bus Trip to
Phipps Conservatory
Spring Flower Show

SATURDAY APRIL 6, 2024

Residents: $30
Non-Residents: $35

Come to the Township Office
(550 Washington Road)
to register and pay by March 20, 2024

e POR

CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING
= Locally Owned & Operated »

Don’t move.. Improve!

FE AL MIKE Now!
~ ,




