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BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

 
Application of Allegheny Valley Railroad 
Company for approval of the suspension of 
nine public highway-rail crossings of the 
tracks of its Brilliant Line located in the 
City of Pittsburgh and the Borough of 
Aspinwall, Allegheny County 

: 
:     Docket No. A-2023-3042929 
: 
:     Filed Electronically 
: 
: 

 
 

MOTION OF ALLEGHENY VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY TO AMEND ORDER 
AND FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 

 
 

 Allegheny Valley Railroad Company (“AVR”), by and through its undersigned counsel, 

submits this Motion to Amend the Secretarial Letter issued February 5, 2024, and for Extension 

of Time, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 5.103, based upon the following: 

1. The Secretarial Letter issued February 5, 2024, in this proceeding suspended nine 

public rail-highway crossings on AVR’s former Brilliant Line. 

2. The Secretarial Letter notes that AVR intends to convey all its rights, title and 

interest in the Brilliant Line, including the suspended rail-highway crossings, to the 

Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County (“RAAC”) for development into a rail trail.   

3. Following closing on the Brilliant Line conveyance, RAAC has agreed to accept 

all future inspection and maintenance responsibilities for the suspended crossings, with the 

exception of the Larimer Avenue crossing, that was assigned to the City of Pittsburgh in a 

previous Commission order.   

4. Following conveyance of the rail line, Allegheny County has agreed to inspect 

and maintain the suspended crossings, with the exception of the Larimer Avenue crossing, on 

behalf of RAAC, pursuant to the Allegheny County Department of Public Works Trail and 
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Pedestrian Bridge and Tunnel Inspection Program Procedures (“County Inspection Program”), as 

memorialized in the February 5, 2024, Secretarial Letter.   

5. Since the issuance of the aforementioned Secretarial Letter, AVR, RAAC and the 

National Railroad Passenger Corporation (“Amtrak”) have been negotiating an Easement 

Agreement for Amtrak to continue its current usage of 1,962 feet of track extending from AVR’s 

property line with Norfolk Southern Railway Company for the turning of trains by Amtrak.   

6. Amtrak’s usage may at times extend over Crossings 8 (Lincoln Avenue) and 9 

(Silver Lake Drive).  Therefore, those two crossings will need to remain active rail-highway 

crossings following conveyance of the Brilliant Line property to RAAC.   

7. Following the Brilliant Line conveyance, as a matter of contract between Amtrak 

and RAAC, Amtrak has agreed to regularly inspect Crossings 8 and 9 pursuant to Federal 

Railroad Administration standards for their continued use by Amtrak and to make any necessary 

repairs or upgrades to accommodate such usage, pursuant to Articles 17, 18 and 19 of its 

Easement Agreement with RAAC and AVR, however RAAC remains responsible for compliance 

with the Commission’s inspection, repair and replacement requirements pursuant to ordering 

paragraph 4 of the February 5, 2024, Secretarial Letter.   

8. In addition, Allegheny County will inspect and maintain those two structures for 

trail purposes under the County Inspection Program, pursuant to ordering paragraph 4 of the 

February 5, 2024, Secretarial Letter.   

9. Allegheny County and Amtrak have agreed in the Easement Agreement to share 

their inspection reports with each other within ten (10) days of their completion. 

10. Due to delays in negotiating the Easement Agreement, conveyance of the Brilliant 

Line may extend beyond December 31, 2024.  Therefore, AVR further requests that ordering 
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paragraph 3 of the aforementioned Secretarial Letter be amended to require all work to suspend 

the crossings to be completed by June 30, 2025. 

11. As two of the crossings will remain active after conveyance, the caption of this 

matter should be amended to reflect that seven public rail-highway crossings will be suspended. 

WHEREFORE, Allegheny Valley Railroad Company respectfully requests that this 

Honorable Commission amend its Secretarial Letter issued February 5, 2024, with the addition 

of the following:  

1. The Commission acknowledges that National Railroad Passenger 

Corporation and the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County have agreed that National 

Railroad Passenger Corporation will regularly inspect Crossings 8 and 9 pursuant to Federal 

Railroad Administration standards for their continued use by National Railroad Passenger 

Corporation and make any necessary repairs or upgrades to accommodate such usage, pursuant 

to Article 17, 18, 19 of its Easement Agreement with the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny 

County and Allegheny Valley Railroad; provided, however, Redevelopment Authority of 

Allegheny County and Allegheny Valley Railroad remain responsible to the Commission for 

such inspections, repairs or upgrades pursuant to ordering paragraph 4 of the February 5, 2024, 

Secretarial Letter. 

2. That Ordering Paragraph 3 of the February 5, 2024, Secretarial Letter is 

amended to require all work to suspend the crossings to be completed by June 30, 2025. 

3. That the caption of this matter is amended to reflect that seven public rail-

highway crossings will be suspended. 
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4. That in all other respects, the terms of the Secretarial Letter dated 

February 5, 2024, shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
     FLETCHER & SIPPEL, LLC 
 
 

     By: __Tom Healey__ 
Thomas J. Healey, Esquire 
ARDC No. 6198785 
29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 800 
Chicago, IL  60606-3208 
Telephone: (312) 252-1505 
Fax: (312) 252-2400 
Email: thealey@fletcher-sippel.com 
Counsel for Allegheny Valley Railroad 
Company 

Date: February 7, 2025 
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VERIFICATION 

I, John Ashbridge, President & Chief Executive Officer, Allegheny Valley Railroad 

Company, in the foregoing proceeding, make the following statement subject to the penalties of 

18 Pa.C.S. §4904, relating to unsworn falsifications to authority, and do state that as President & 

Chief Executive Officer for Allegheny Valley Railroad Company, I am authorized to make this 

statement on behalf of Allegheny Valley Railroad Company and that the facts set forth in the 

foregoing “Motion to Amend Order and For Extension of Time” are true and correct to the 

best of my knowledge, information and belief. 

___________________________________ 
John Ashbridge 

Date: ____________________ February 7, 2025
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
 I, Emily Gurney, hereby certify that I served one (1) copy of the Motion of Allegheny 
Valley Railroad to Amend Order, this day, via electronic mail addressed to: 
 
Karen Cummings, Esquire 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
Office of Chief Counsel 
P.O. Box 8212 
Harrisburg, PA  17105-8212 
kcummings@pa.gov 
  

Daniel Leonard, Engineer 
PennDOT 
P.O. Box 3362 
Harrisburg, PA  17105-3362 
danleonard@pa.gov 
 

Donald J. Smith 
PennDOT 
400 North Street 
Keystone Building, 9th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17105 
dojsmith@pa.gov 
 

Cheryl L. Moon-Sirianni, P.E. 
Engineering District 11-0 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
45 Thoms Run Road 
Bridgeville, PA  15017 
csirianni@pa.gov 
 

Lawrence H. Baumiller, Esquire 
City of Pittsburgh Department of Law 
414 Grant Street, Suite 313 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 
Lawrence.baumiller@pittsburghpa.gov 
 

Michael Denny 
Peoples Gas Company LLC 
336 E. Cunningham St. 
Butler, PA  16001 
michael.denny@peoples-gas.com 
 

Deborah Barum 
Verizon Pennsylvania LLC 
1026 Hay Street 
Pittsburgh, PA  15221 
deborah.d.delia@verizon.com 
 

Joe Tewell 
The Pittsburgh Water & Sewer Authority 
1200 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15222 
jtewell@pgh20.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

7 
 

Dave Spring 
Sargent Electric Company 
2740 Smallman Street 
Pittsburgh, PA  15222 
DSPRING@SARGENTELECTRIC.COM 
 

Kyle Parison 
Duquesne Light Company 
2645 New Beaver Ave. 
PA-TD 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233 
kparison@duqlight.com 
 

Charles Detwiler 
Comcast 
1530 Chartiers Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15204 
charles_detwiler@cable.comcast.com 
 

Fiber Dig Team Personnel 
Crown Castle 
150 Corporate Drive 
Cannonsburg, PA  15317 
fiber.dig@crowncastle.com 
 

Shawn Blanner 
DQE Communications LLC 
45 S 23rd Street 
Pittsburgh, PA  15203 
sblanner@dqe.com 
 

Meghan Simoneaux 
Allegheny County Dept. of Public Works 
542 Forbes Ave. 501 Office Bldg. 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 
MEGHAN.SIMONEAUX@ALLGHENYCOU
NTY.US 
 

Julianne Freeman, Esquire 
Counsel 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
650 West Peachtree Street NW 
Atlanta, GA  30308 
julianne.freeman@nscorp.com 
 

Benjamin C. Dunlap, Jr., Esquire 
Counsel for RAAC 
200 North Third Street, 18th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA  17103 
bdunlapjr@nssh.com 
 

Stephen M. Papernick, Esquire 
Counsel for RAAC 
301 Grant Street 
One Oxford Centre 
34th Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 
spapernick@papernick-gefsky.com 
 
 

Jeffrey Skalican 
Deputy Director of Mobility and Infrastructure 
City of Pittsburgh 
City County Building, Suite 301 
414 Grant Street 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 
Jeff.skalican@pittsburghpa.gov 
 

Joseph Noro, Mayor 
Borough of Aspinwall 
217 Commercial Ave. 
Aspinwall, PA  15215 
noro.joseph@gmail.com 
 

Stephen L. Korbel, Esquire 
Solicitor Borough of Aspinwall 
Babst, Calland, Clements & Zomnir 
Two Gateway Center 
603 Stanwix Street, 6th Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA  15222 
skorbel@babstcalland.com 
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John Ashbridge  
Senior Vice President 
Allegheny Valley Railroad 
519 Cedar Way Building 1, Suite 100 
Oakmont, PA  15139 
JOHNASHBRIDGE@CARLOADEXPRES
S.COM 
 
 
 
Kayla L. Rost, Esquire 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
karost@pa.gov 
 
 
 

Jade M. Salyards, Esquire 
Assistant Counsel 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation 
Office of Chief Counsel 
P.O. Box 8212 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8212 
jasalyards@pa.gov 
 
 
Mark Chappell, P.E., Chief 
Bureau of Design Row & Utility 
Division 
PennDOT 
PO Box 3362 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3362 
marchappel@pa.gov 
 

  
      Name: /s/ Emily Gurney    
 

Date: February 7, 2025 




