BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Nieves Abad	:
	:
v. 	:		C-2024-3047163
	:
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation	:				



ORDER 
DENYING COMPLAINANT’S OBJECTIONS OF PPL 1-8

This matter was initiated on February 12, 2024, through a Formal Complaint filed by Nieves Abad (“Mr. Abad”) against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL”), wherein he complained of PPL utility poles located on his property.

On February 7, 2025, Mr. Abad filed a document titled “Objections of PPL 1-8.”

DISCUSSION

Objections of PPL 1-8

Mr. Abad’s “Objections of PPL 1-8” is procedurally defective.  Mr. Abad does not cite to the authority under which he files this document.  Review of the Commission’s regulations does not permit the filing of such a document.  Even if I were to liberally construe[footnoteRef:2] Mr. Abad’s filing as some sort of Motion, then this document would be procedurally defective in that it does not contain a Notice to Plead, stating that a responsive pleading to the Motion shall be filed within 20 days of the date of service of the Motion.[footnoteRef:3]  Therefore, PPL’s right to due process would not be satisfied if I were to treat this document as a Motion and consider its substance, as PPL did not have the opportunity to be heard concerning the Motion.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  	The Commission or presiding officer at any stage of an action or proceeding may disregard an error or defect of procedure which does not affect the substantive rights of the parties.  52 Pa. Code § 1.2(a).
]  [3:  	See 52 Pa. Code § 5.103(b).
]  [4:  	As an administrative agency of the Commonwealth, the Commission is required to provide due process to the parties appearing before it. Schneider v. Pa. PUC, 479 A.2d 10, 15 (Pa. Cmwlth. 1984).] 


Even though Mr. Abad’s “Objections of PPL 1-8” will be denied, I will make two notes concerning this document.  First, I note that the arguments relating to the discovery responses received by Mr. Abad from PPL were raised in a Motion for Sanctions filed by Mr. Abad on January 30, 2025.  I ruled on this Motion via Order issued February 28, 2025.  Regarding Mr. Abad request that certain statements be stricken from the record, I note that no evidentiary record exists in this proceeding.  Pleadings such as Complaints and Answers, and any attachments thereto, are not a part of the evidentiary record unless and until they are offered and admitted into the record at hearing.

For the reasons above, Mr. Abad’s “Objections of PPL 1-8” is procedurally defective and must be denied.

ORDER


		THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That Nieves Abad’s “Objections of PPL 1-8”, filed on February 7, 2025, in the matter of Nieves Abad v. PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, Docket No. C-2024-3047163, are denied.


Date:	March 14, 2025							/s/			
								Alphonso Arnold III
								Administrative Law Judge
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