UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY

Caption in Compliance with D.N.J. LBR 9004-2(c)

Matthew R. Mendelsohn

Mazie Slater Katz & Freeman, LLC
103 Eisenhower Parkway, Ste 207
Roseland, New Jersey 07068

tel (973) 228-0391

fax (973) 228-0303
mrm{@mazieslater.com

Counsel for Joseph Linardi, Creditor,

In re:
ASTRAL ENERGY, LLC,

Debtor.
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Case No.: 23-17424
Chapter 7

Judge: Vincent F. Papalia

AMENDED NOTICE OF MOTION FOR LEAVE TQ FILE LATE PROOF OF CLAIM

TO.ALL PARTIES ON THE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on September 23, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter

as this matter may be heard, the undersigned as counsel for Joseph Linardi, shall move before the

Honorablé Vincent Papalia, United States Bankruptcy Judge at the United States Bankruptcy

Court, U.S. Courthouse, 50 Walnut Street, Newark, New Jersey 07102, for an Order for Leave to

File a Late Proof of Claim in the above-captioned case, pursuant to Federal Rule of Bankruptcy

Procedure 3003(c)(3) (the “Motion™).

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that if no objection or other response is filed, the

Court may grant the requested relief without further notice or hearing.



Dated: September 2, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

EPR T T e /s/ Matthew R. Mendelsohn

Matthew R. Mendelsohn

Magzie Slater Katz & Freeman, LLC
103 Eisenhower Parkway, Ste 207
Roseland, New Jersey 07068

tel (973) 228-0391

fax (973) 228-0303
mrm{@mazieslater.com

Counsel for Joseph Linardi, Creditor
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Alexandra Grant, Esq.
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William P. Scharfenberg, Esq.

Assistant General Counsel
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Counsel to New Jersey Resources Corporation



Kelly Potter, Bankruptcy Representative
NYSEG

18 Link Drive
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E: kpotter@NYSEG.com
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F: 888-505-3399

Russell R. Johnson ITI
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Secretary's Bureau
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY

Caption in Compliance with D.N.J. LBR 9004-2(c)

Matthew R. Mendelsohn

Mazie Slater Katz & Freeman, LLC
103 Eisenhower Parkway, Ste 207
Roseland, New Jersey 07068

tel (973) 228-0391

fax (973) 228-0303
mrm@mazieslater.com

Counsel for Joseph Linardi, Creditor,

Inre:
ASTRAL ENERGY, LLC,

Debtor.

Case No.: 23-17424
Chapter 7

Judge: Vincent F. Papalia

AMENDED MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE

LATE PROOF OF CLAIM PURSUANT TO FED. R. BANKR. P. 3003(c)(3)

TO THE HONORABLE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY JUDGE:

Joseph Linardi (“Mr. Linardi” or “Claimant™), creditor of Astral Energy, LLC, respectfully

moves this Court for entry of an Order allowing him to file a late proof of claim in the above-

captioned case (the “Bankruptcy Case™), and in support thereof, states as follows:

L RELEVANT BACKGROUND

1. On August 25, 2023 (the “Petition Date™), Astral Energy, LLC (“Astral Energy”.or

the “Debtor”) filed its voluntary petition under chapter 7 of the —Ba.n]_s:mptcy Code, commencing

the Bankruptcy Case.

A. The Class Action



2. Prior to the Petition Date, on May 18, 2018, Mr. Linardi filed a Class Action
Complaint against Astral Energy, LLC in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen County
Division, No. BER-L-003724-18 (the “Class Action”). On April 16, 2021, Mr. Linardi and Astral
Energy, LLC executed a written Settlement Agreement, which settles and resolves all of the class
claims in this action. On October 22, 2021, the court entered the Final Judgment and Order
granting final approval of the Settlement Agreement, attached hereto as Exhibit A.

3. On October 29, 2021, Astral Energy’s counsel inforrmmed Mr. Linardi’s counsel of
Astral Energy’s inability to timely pay attorneys’ fees and costs in accordance with the Settlement
Agreement, and proposed a paymt;nt plan over the course of five months starting December 1,
2021 and ending April 1, 2022. In order to protect the class’s interest and clnsure that valid class
claim payments could be issued, as a courtesy, Mr. Linardi’s counsel agreed to Defendant’s
request.

4. Astral Eﬁergy then breached its agreement. As of May‘ 2022; Astral Energy had
not remitted any bayments to Mr. Linardi’s counsel since December 14, 2021, thereby failing to
pay four of the five monthly installments agreed upon, resulting in an outstanding balance of
$167,500 for attorneys’ fees and costs. Astral Energy also failed to pay the Settlement
Administrator.

5. Accordingly, on May 13, 2022, Mr. Linardi filed a motion to compel Astral Energy
to comply with the terms of the Settlement Agreement in th;a Class Action. (See Trans 1D:
LCV20221903399).

6. After that motion was filed, Defendant paid the $19,375 iﬁ attorneys fees and costs
that was then overdue and began making payments to the Settlement Administrator under a

payment plan that was agreed to.



7. Accordingly, on June 16, 2022 the motion to compel compliance with the
Settlement Agreement was withdrawn. (See Trans ID: LCV20222287098).

8. Unfortunately, Defendant made only three payments of $4,832.92 to the Settlement
Administrator under its agreed-upon payment plan, with the'last payment made on July 19, 2022,
resulting in an outstanding balance of $148,125 that was required to be paid on or before November
22, 2022. Similarly, Defendant only paid the Settlement Administration in the Ciass Action
$17,998.76 of the total $32,509.49 for its settlement administration services, resulting in an
outstanding balance of $14,510.73.

9. On January 3, 2023, Mr. Linardi filed a motion to compel Astral Energy to comply
with the terms of the Settlement Agreement in the Class Action. (See Trans ID: LCV202312115).

10. On January 26, 2023, the Sup;rior Court of New Jersey entered an Order, and then
a Judgement, granting Mr. Linardi’s motion to compel, and ordering Astral Energy to pay the past-
due attorneys’ fees in the amount of $148,125.00, past due settlement administration service fees
in the-amount of $14,510.73, within ten days of the entry of the Order, and granting Mr. Linardi’s
request for attorneys’ fees in connection with their efforts to enforce the Settlement Agreement.
A copy of the Order is attached here as Exhibit B (the “Judgment™). To date, despite- Mr. Linardi’s
counsel’s effort, the past due payments remain outstanding.

B. The Bankruptcy Case

11.  Astral Energy commenced the Bankruptcy Case on August 25, 2023 (the
“Petition”), months after the Supertor Court of New Jersey’s January 26, 2023 Order directing
Astral Energy to pay past-due attorneys’ fees and settlement administration scrvice fees, and -
attorneys’ fees in connection with Mr. Linardi’s and his attorneys’ efforts to enforce the Settlement

Agreement.



12.  Astral Energy failed fo include the outstanding Judgment in its bankruptcy
schedules. See Amended Schedules A/B.D.E/F,GH, ECF. No. 11.

13.  Pursuant to the Court’s September 11, 2023 Order, any added creditors or parties
have until the original deadline, if any, to file a proof of claim or required supplement, or sixty
days from the date of the Order, whichever is later. See ECF. No. 12.

14.  Mr. Linardi and his counsel.ncver rece;ived any notice of thkruptcy, notice of this
Bankruptcy Petition, or any schedules or amended schedules from Astral Energy. Mr. Linardi’s
counsel first becﬁne aware of Astral Energy’s ba:ﬂqupfdy ﬁﬁng in M;dy 2025 and immediately
reached out to Astral Energy’s counsel for assistance on amending the schedule. To date, the
outstanding judgment has not been satisfied.

1I. LEGAL ARGUMENT

- A. Basis of Claim

15.  Claimant is a judgment creditor éf the Debtor and possesses a right to payment
pursuant.to a Judgment entered by the Superior Court of New Je.rsey on January 26, 2023, in
Linardi v. Astral Energy, LLC, Case No. BER-L-003724-18. See 11 U.S.C. § 101(5).

16.  The Judgment enforced a settlement agreement requiiring the Debtor to pay the past-
due attorneys’ fees in the amount of $148,125.00, past due settlement administration service fees
in the amount of $14,510.73, within ten days of the entry of the Order, and grahting Mr. Linardi’s
request for attorneys’ fees in connection with their efforts to enforce the Settlement Agreement.
A true and correct copy of the Order is attached hercto as Exhibit B.

B. Debtor Failed to Disclose Unsatisfied Judgments

17.  Astral Energy is required to disclose all debts, including unsatisfied judgments.

“Full disclosure is critical in bankruptcy cases. The Debtors cannot obtain a discharge, the



protection of the automatic stay or a ‘fresh start’ unless and until they fully disclose their assets,
liabilities and financial affairs. This is a basic bankruptcy principle and the Debtors cannot ignore
it without consequence.” In re Toone, 2016 Bankr. LEXIS 3759, at *21 (D. NJ. Bankr. Oct. 17,
2016). However, Astral Energy failed to include the' outstanding Judgment in its bankruptcy
schedules. See Amended Schedules A/B,D,E/F,G,H, ECF. No. 11.

C. Debtor Failed to Inform Claimant of the Bankruptcy Filing
or the Claim Bar Date

18.  As described above, Claimant is a judgment creditor of the Debtor and possesses a
‘right to payment pursuant to a Judgment. “For most creditors, the fundamental right enjoyed in
bankruptcy is the right to file a proof of claim because filing a claim is obviously necessary in
order to participate in the distribution of the estate’s assets. . . Section 523(a)}(3)(A) honors this
right, by excepting from discharge, debts owed to creditors who did not know about the case in
time to file a claim.” Judd v. Wolfe (In re Judd), 78 F.3d 110, 114-115 (3rd. Cir. 1996) (internal

- citation and quotation marks omitted). |
19. Herc,Claim.ant did not receive notice of the bankruptcy filing or the claims bar date
due to Astral Energy’s omission and negligence. Pursuant to Bankruptcy Rule 9006(b)(1), a court
may, in its discretion, accept a late-filed proof of claim where the claimant’s failure to act timely
was the result of “excusable neglépt.” Fed. R. Bankr. P. 9006(b)(1). Because Claimant did not
receive actual notice of the bankru;_Jtcy case or the deadline to file a proof of claim, the late filing
was not due to Claimant’s willful neglect. Claimant and his counsel immediately contacted Astral
_ Energy’s counsel after learning about its bankruptcy filing in May 2025. Unfortunately, Astral .
Energy refused to voluntarily amend the applicable schedules to allow Claimant’s claim.

20. Courts have allowed late filed claims under such circumstances in the interest of

faimess and due process, particularly where, such as here, a creditor was not listed or noticed. See



In re Mazik, 592 B.R. 812, 818 (D. Pa. Bankr. Nov. 29, 2018) (ho-}ding that the requirement before
an extension may be granted under the Rule 3002(c)(6)(A) is satisfied if “the debtor files
a list of creditors that omits the name and address of the creditor seeking relief under the rule.”,
because such omission constitutes a failure to comply with the requirement in Rule 1007(a)).
III. REQUEST FOR RELIEF
21.  Claimant respectfully requests that this Court:
a) Grant this Motion and permit the late filing of his proof of claim;
b) Deem Ciaimant’s proof of claim as timely filed; and

¢) Grant such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper.

- Dated: September 2, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Matthew R Mendelsohn

Matthew R. Mendelsohn 7
Mazie Slater Katz & Freeman, LLC
103 Eisenhower Parkway, Ste 207
Roseland, New Jersey 07068

tel (973) 228-0391

fax (973) 228-0303
mrm(@mazieslater.com

Counsel for Joseph Linardi, Creditor
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UNOPPOSED

JOSEFH LINARDI, on behalf of himself SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

and all others similarly sitnated, LAW DIVISION: BERGEN COUNTY

Plaintiff, DOCKET NO.: BER-L-003724-18

" FILE
ASTRAL ENERGY LLC, D
0CT 22
Defendant, T 2021
ROBERT C, WiLsun
4.8.C.

JPROPOSED} FINAL APPROVAL ORDER

THIS CAUSE is before the Court on Plaintiff’s Unopposed Motion for Final Approval
of Class Action Settlement and upon Plaintiff’s Motion for Attorneys’ Fees, Expenses, and
Service Award Payments in the above-captioned action the (“Action™) to, among other things,
determine (i) whether the proposed settlement class fulfills the requirements outlined in Rufe
4:32 of the New Jersey Rules of Court, so as to merit class certification; (ii} whether the terms
and conditions set forth in the proposed settlement ( the “Settlement Agreement”) dated April 16,
2021, are fair, reasonable, and adequate and should be approved by the Court; (iii) whether the
award for attorneys’ fees and costs to Class Counsel is fair and reasonable; (iv) whether the
Service Award to the Class Representative is reasonable; and having held a Final Settlement
Hearing after being satisfied that notice to the Class was provided in accordance with the Court’s
Amended Preliminary Approval Order entered on July 22, 2021; and the Cowrt having
considered the Settlement Agreement, all papersl filed and proceedings had herein, and all oral
and written comments received regarding the proposed settlement, and having reviewed the

record in this litigation, and good cause appearing,
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IT 18 HEREBY ORDERED AND ADJUDGED AS FOLLOWS:

L. The Court hasjurisdictlion over the subject ma'tter of this Action pursuant to the
Rules Governing the Courts of the State of New Jersey (“New Jersey Court Rules”) and the laws
of the State of New Jersey, and all acts within this Action, and over all Parties to this Action,
including the Class Representative, the Class Members, and the Released Persons (“the Settling
Parties”).

2, For purposes of this Final Judgment and Order of Dismissal (“Judgment”), the
Court adopts ali defined terms as set forth in the Settlement Agreement filed in this case and all
capitalized terms used in this order that are not otherwise defined herein have the meaning
assigned to them in the Settlement Agreement.

3. The Class conditionally certified in the Preliminary Approval Order has been
appropriately certified for settlement purposes. Class Counsel, Finkelstein, Blankinship, Frei-
Pearson & Garber, LLP and Mazie Slater I atz & Freeman, LLC and the Class Represeritative,
Mr. Joseph Linardi, have fairly and adcquatelylleprcscnted the Class for purposes of entering
into and implementing the Settlement.

4. With respect to the Settlement Class and for purposes of approving this

Settlement only, this Court finds as to the Settlement Class that:

a, the Class is so numerous that joinder of all members is impracticable;

b. th'erc are questions of law or fact common tq the Class;

c. the claims of the Class Representative is typical of the claims of the élass;
d. the Class Represc;xtative will fairly and adequately protect the interests of

the Class; .
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e, questions of law and fact common to Class Members predominate over
any questions affecting only individual Class Members; and,

f. a class action is superior to other available methods for fairly and
efficiently adjudicatiné the controversy.

5. Notice to Class Members -has been provided in accordance with the notice
requirement specified by the Court in the Preliminary Approval Order. Such notice:

a., constituted the best notice to Class Members that was practicable under
the circumstances; |

b, constituted notice that was reasonable calculated, under the circumstances,
to apprise Class Members of the pendency of the Action, their right fo object and to appear at the
Final Settiement Hearing or to exclude themsclves from the Setticmcnp, and the binding effect of
a class judgment;

| ‘c. v\.;as reasonable and constiltuted due, adequate énd\sufﬁc.ient notice to

persons entitled to be provided with notice; and

d. fully complies with the requirements of due process and the New Jersey
Court Rules.

6. The Court has held a hearing to consider the fairness, reasonableness, and
adequacy of the Settlement, has been advised of all abjections to the Seitlement, if any, and has
given fair consideration to such objections.

7.' The Court finds that the Settlement is the product of good faith, arm’s length
negotiations between the Parties.

8. The Court finds and concludes that the Settlement, as provi'ded for in the

Settlement Agreement, is in all respects fair, reasonable, and adequate and in the best interest of
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the Class, As such, the Court finds and concludes that the Settlement should be approved. In
reaching this conclusion, the Court has considered a number of factors, including:

a, an assessment of the likelihood that the Class Representative and the Class
would prevail at trial;

b. the possible recovery options aveilable to the Class chl'csentative and the
Class as a result of a frial;

c. the consideration provided to Class Members pursuant (o the Settlement,
‘as compared to the possible recovery options discounted for the inherent risks of litlgation;

d. the complexity, expense and possible duration of such litigation in the

absence of a settlement;

e. the nature and extent of any objections to the Settlement; and
f. the stage of proceedings at which the Settlement was reached,
9. A list of those members of the Class who have timely elected to opt-out of the

Settlement and the Class and who therefore are not bound by the Seitlement, the provisions of
the Settlement Agreement, this order and the judgment to be entered by the Court, has been
submittcdlto the Court and filed with the Superior Co.urt. A copy of the list is incorporated
herein by reference. All Class Members (as permanently certified below) shall be subject to all
of the provision§ of the Settlement, t.he Settlement Apgreement, this Final Order and Judgment.
10,  The Court finds that the Bar Order provision of t'his otder, which prohibits the
assertion of certain claims against Astral Energy and the other Relcased Parties, as set forth
‘below, is a condition of the Settlement and a significant component of the c_onsidcration afforded

to Astral Energy in the Settlement, and that provision is reasonable under the circumstances.
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Certification Of The Class And Approval Of The Settlement

11, The Settlement and the Settlemient Agreement are hereby approved as fair,
reasonable, adequate and in the best interest of the Class, and the requirements of due process
and R. 4:32 of the New Jersey Court Rules have been satisfied. Any objections to the Settlement
and the Settlement Agreement are overruled and denied in their entirety and in all respects,

12.  Based on evidence and other material submitted in conjunction with the Final
Approval Hearing, the Court hereby finds and concludes that: (1) the Short Form Notice and
Reminder Notice were disseminated to members of the Settlement Class'in accordance with the
Settlement Agreement and the Court’s Preliminary Approval Order; and (2) the Long Form
Notice, the Claim Form, and the Settlement Website complied with this Court’s Prefiminary
Approval Order,

13,  The Court having found thal each of the elements of R. 4:32-1(&), (b)(2), (b)(3)
and R. 4:32-2 of the New Jersey Court Rules are §atisﬁcd, for pui'poscé of settlement, with
respect to Astral Energy, as well as the other Released Parties, the Action is permanently
certified as a Class Action with the following Settlement Class (“Class™):

All Persons, in the following utility regions, who were Astral Energy
customers charged a variable rate for residential electricity and/or
natural gas services by Astral Energy from January 1, 2017 to
December 31, 2019: PSEG, JCPL, Atlantic City Electric, New
Jersey Gas, and South Jersey Gas. Excluded from the Setilement
Class are: Astral Energy; any pavent, subsidiary, or affiliate of Astral
Energy; any entity in which Astral Energy has or had a controlling
interest, ot which Astral Energy otherwise controls or controlled,
any officer, director, legal representative, predecessor, or SUCCessar,
or assignee of Astral Energy.
The persons identified on the list submitted to the Court as having timely and propexly elected to

opt-out from the Settlement and the Class are hereby excluded from the Class and shall not be

eatitled to any of the benefits afforded to the Class under the Settlement Agreement, The Court
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re-adopts and incorporates hercin by reference its preliminary conclusions as to the satisfaction
of the requirements of R. 4:32-1(a), (b)(2), (b)(3) and R. 4:32-2 of the New Jersey Court Rules as
set forth in the Preliminary Approval Order and notes again that because this certification of the
Class is in connection with the Settlement rather than Iitiéation, the Court need not address the
issues of manageability presented by certification of the litigation class of this Action.

14.  For purposes of -lhe Settlement only, the Class Representative Mr, Joseph Linardi,
is certified as the representative of the Class and Class Counsel, Finkelstein, Blankinship, Frei-
Pearson & Garber, LLP and Mazie Slater Katz & Freeman, LLC are appointed counsel to the
Class, The Cour-t concludes that Class Counse! and the Class Representative have fairly and
adequately represented the Class with respect to the Settlement and the Settlement Agrecment.

15,  Notwithstanding the cert.iﬁcation of the foregoing Class and appointment of the
Class Representative for purposes of effecting the Settlement, if this Final Order and Judgment is
reversed on appeal or the Settlement -Agreement is terminated or is not consummated for any
reason, the foregoing certification of the Class and appointment of a Class Representative for
settlement purposes shall be void and of no further effect and the parties to the Settlement shall
be returned to the status each occupied before entry of this order without prejudice to any legal
argument that any of the parties to the Settlement Agf‘cetnent might have asserted but for the
Settlement Agreement,

Release, Released Claims And Retained Claims

16.  Upon the Effective Date (as defined in the Settlement Agreement), and without
any further action by the Court or by any Party to the Settlement Agreement, Plaintiff and the
Settlement Class Members and all of their administrators, executors, personal

representatives, heirs, agents, attorneys, assigns, predecessors and successors, for good and
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sufficient consideration, the receipt and adequacy of which is acknowledg_ed, will be
deemed to, and will, in fact, have remised, releasgd énd forever discharged any and all
Released Claims, which they, or any of them, had or has or may in the future have or claim
to have aﬁainst any of the Released Persons, The Releasing Parties hereby fully release and
forever discharge the Released Parties from the Released Claim_s. Without limiting the
foregoing, the release specifically extends to claims that the Releasing Parties do not
know or suspect to exist in their favor at the time that the Settlement, and the release
contained herein, becomes effective.

The Releasing Parties understand and acknowledge the significance of these waivers
and at.my other applicable state statute, case law, rule or regulation relating to limitations on
releases. In connection with such waivers and relinquishment, the Releasing Parties
acknowledge t_hat they are aware that they may hereafter discover facts in addition to, or
different from, those facts that they now know or believe to be true with respect to the
subject matter of the Settlement, but that it is their intention to release fully, finally and
forever all Released Clah;hs with respect to the Released Parties, and in furtherance of such
intention, the release of the Released Claims will be and remain in effect notwithstanding
the discovery or existence of any such additional or different facts,

17. Nothing in the Settlement Ag?eclnent is intended to relieve any Person who or
that is not a Released Party from responsibility for his, her or its own conduct or conduct of other
persons for claims that are not Released Claims.

Dismissal With Prejudice

18.  The Releasing Parties shall dismiss the Action with prejudice as to Released

Parties. It is the Parties’ intention that such dismissal shall constitute a final judgment on the
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merits to which the principles of res fudicata shall apply to the fullest extent of the law as to the
Released Parties and as to the Individual Releasees.

Request For Attorneys' Fees And Class Representative Award

19,  The Court has reviewed Class Counsel’s request for an award of attorneys' fees
and expenses and other materials submitted in support of that request. The Court recognizes that
in the Settlement Agreement, Astral Energy has agreed not to oppose an award of fees and !
expenses to Class Counsel of up fo one hundred and ninety-seven thousand and five hundred
dollars ($197,500.00) to be paid by Astral Energy. This agreement is in addition to the benefits
to be provided to members of the Class under the Settlement Agreement and will not reduce in
any respect the benefits of the Settlement to the Class provided for by and through the Settlement
Agreement. On the basis of its review of the foregoing, the Court hereby awards fees and
expenses to Class Counsel in the aggregate amount of $197,500.00 to be paid by Astral Energy
in accordance with the provisions of the Settlement Agreement.

20.  The Court has also reviewed Plaintiff’s request for a Service Award in the amount
of five thousand do'llars ($5,000.00) to Mr. Joseph Linardi as Class Representative. The Court
recognizes that in the Settlement Agreement, Astral Energy has agreed not to oppose a Service
Award.of up to five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) for the Class Representative, to be paid by
Astral Energy. This agreement is in addition to the benefits to be provided to members of the
Class under the jSettlement Agreement and will not reduce in any respect the benefits of the
Settlement to the Cl;ass provided for by and through the Settlement Agreement., On the basis of
its review of the foregaing, the Court hereby grants a Service Award of $5,000.00 to the Class
Representative, to be paid by Astral Energy in eccordance with the provisiqns of the Settlement

Agrccfncnt.
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21.  Neither the Settlement Agreement nor any provision therein, nor any negotiations,
statements or proceedings in connection therewith shall be cons:trued as, or be deemed to be
evidence of, an adimission or concession on the part of the Class Representative, Class Counsel,
any members of the Class, Astral Energy, Released Parties, Individual Releasees, or any other
Person of any liability or wrongdoing by them, or that the claims, counterclaims and defenses
that have been, or could have been, asserted in the Action are or are not meritorious, and this
order, the Settlement Agreement or any such communication shall not be offered or received in
evidence in any action or proceeding, or be used in any way as an admission or concession or
evidence of any liability or wrongdoing of any nature or that the Class Representative, any
member of the Class or any other Person has or has not suffered any damage; provided, however,
that the Settlement Agreclmant, this Final Order and Judgment may be filed in any action by
Astral Energy or any Reléaséd Party or the Class Representative or any Individual Releasee
secking to enforce the Settlement Agreement or the Final Order and J udgment by injunctive or
other relief, or to assert defenses including, but not limited to res judicata, collateral estoppel,
release, good faith settlement, judgment, bar or reduction or any theory of claim preclusicn or
issue preclusion or similar defense or counterclaim, Moreovcr, the Settlement Agreement, this _
order and thejudgﬁent to be entered th?:reon may be filed in any action by the Parties to enforce
any provision(s) of the Settlement or Settlement Aprcement,

22, The terms of the Settlement Agreement and this Final Order and Judgment shall
be forever binding on, and shall have res judicala and preclusive effect in, all pending and future
lawsuits or other proceedings that are subject to the Releases and other prohibitions that are set
forth in this order that are maintained by, or on behalf of the Releasing Parties, Class

Representative and Astral Energy or any other Person subject to those provisions of this order.
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23, In the event that the Effective Date cannot occur, or the Seftlement Agreement is
terminated in accordance with the terms and provisions of the Settlement Agreement, then this
Final Order and Judgment shall be rendered null and void and be vacated and all orders entered
in connéction therewith by the Court shall be rendered null and void, .

Entry of Judgment And Continuing Jurisdiction

24.  Judgment in the form attached to this order dismissing all Released Claims with
prejudice as to Astral Energy as to all Class Members, dismissing all Released Claims without
prejudice as to any Class Member who proper_ly opted-out, and all Released Claims Against
Class Réprescntative with .prcjudice as to the Class Representative, is hereby entered by the
Coutt.

25.  Except as otherwise provided in the Settlement Agreement, it is expressly agreed
and stipulated that the Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen Coﬁnty shall have exclusive
jurisdiction-and authority to consider, rule upon, and issue a finai order with respect to suits, -
whether judicial, administrative or otherwise, which may be instituted by any Person,
individually or derivatively, with respect to the Settlement Agreement, This reservation of
jurisdiction does not fimit any other reservation of jurisdiction in the Settlement Agreement nor
do any other such reservations limit the reservation in this subsection. Except as otherwise
provided in the Settlement Agreement, each Class Member who has not validly and timely
requested to opt-out of the Settlement Agreement hereby irrevocably submits to the exclusive
jurisdiction and venue of the Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen County for any suit, action,
proceeding, motipn, case, controversy, or dispute relating to the Agreement (including exhibits)

and the negotiation, performance or breach of same.

10
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26.  Intheeventofa ca_'se; conffoversy, or dispuite atising out 6fthe negatiation of,
approval of, performance of, ot breach of the Settleinent Agreerent, and solely for purpases for
such suit, 4ction or proceeding, to the fu)lest extent that they inay effectively do so under
appiiba,b]e law, the Pasties irrevocably walve and agrée ot to assert, by way of motion, és a
defense-or otherwlse, any clalm of objection that they are not subject to the Jurisdlction of the
Superior Court vf New Jersey, Bergen Chunty is in any way ad improfier vehue or an
inconvenient forum. _

27.  Without in any way affecting the finality of this Final Order and Judgr;mnf, this
Court hereby retains jurlsdiction as'to all matters relating to:

a. the interpretation, administration, enforcement and consummation of the
Settlement Agreement; end
b, the enforcentent af the injunctions described in this order.
28, - " This dgci.)men,t_i_s d final, appeglablé order and s‘hg'a.ll constitute ajuﬂgmcn_t for
purposes of Rule '4_:4?t~2_ of the New Jersey Rules of Cayrt;

Dated:,faber T3, 2021

SO ORDERED: _

"Hon, Robert C, Wilson .

{, Kerrt Lynn Walsh-Wood, Depuly Clerk of the Syperi Jav
A 04, Superar Court of New J
. Ihe sama being a Court of Record, do hereby certify lhat the foregoing ool

Is a true copy of the F}y A
now of the file in m uf;igem QPPJ’DVQI Order

IN TESTIM
the seal of sald Court at Hackensack, this fouUy teTr

NY WHEREOF, | have hereunto set iy hand and affixed

FehyuiGy (4 Two Thousand and wanﬂd -three

Gn Wtk 28, 4

Deputy Clerk of the Superiar Court
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Matthew R. Mendelsohn (ID No. 015582005)
MAZIE SLATER KATZ & FREEMAN, L1.C

103 Eisenhower Parkway

Roseland, NJ 07068

Tel: (973) 228-9898

Fax: (973).328-0303

mrm@mazieslater.com

SUPERIOR. COURT OF NEW JERSEY
LAW DIVISION; BERGEN COUNTY
JOSEPH LINARDI, on behalf of himself DOCKET NO.: BER-L-003724-18

and all others similarly situated,

CIVIL.ACTION,
Plaintiff,
v ' - ORDER
ASTRAL ENERGY LLC, CEMTE L

Defendant;

THIS MATTER havin_g- been brought before the Court by Mazie Slater Katz &
‘Freeman, LLC, counsel for Plaintiff, on: motion for an Order enforcing the settlement and
compelling Defendant’s compliance with. the Co-urt’s Fin}:ll Approval Order and the Court
having réviewed the moving papeis and oppositian, if any,and for. good cause shown,

IT IS on this 26 ey of January 2023,

Settlement Agreernient and the Court’s Final Approval Order is GRANTED; and it is further
ORDERED that Defendant shall pay the past-due counsel fees of $148,125.00 to

Plaintiff’s counsel within ten (1 0} days of the date of this Order; and it is further
ORDERED that Defendant shall pay $14,510.73 past-due to Angeion Group within

ten (10) days of the.date of this Order; and it is further

ORDERED that Plaintiff’s ‘motion to compel Defendant to comply with the:
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_ORDERED. that Plaintiff's counsel’s request for attorney fees in connection with
their efforts to enforce the Settlement Agreement and this motion is GRANTED; and it is’

further

ORDERED that a vopy of this Order shall be served on all counsel of record within

seven (7) days of the date hereof.

P (2

FAIONORABLE ROBERT C. WILSON, J.S.C.

/Opposcd

Unopposed




UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY
[ Caption in Compliance with D.N.J. LBR 9004-2(c)

Matthew R. Mendelsohn

Mazie Slater Katz & Freeman, LL.C
103 Eisenhower Parkway, Ste 207
Roseland, New Jersey 07068

tel (973) 228-0391

fax (973) 228-0303
mrm(@mazieslater.com

Counsel for Joseph Linardi, Creditor,

In re: o CaseNo.: 23-17424
ASTRAIL ENERGY, LLC, Chapter 7
Debtor. Judge: Vincent F. Papalia [

AMENDED ORDER GRANTING CREDITOR JOSEPH LINARDI’S
MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE LATE PROOF OF CLAIM

Thé relief set forth on the following page, numbered two :(2) is hereby ORDERED.



(Page 2)

‘Debtor: Astral Energy, LLC
Case No.: 23-17424 7
Caption of Order: Amended Order Granting Creditor Joseph Linardi’s Motion for Leave to
File Late Proof of Claim

THIS MATTER having been opened to the Court by Joseph Linardi’s Amended Motion
For Leave to File Late Proofof Claim dated August 27,2025, seeking an order, pursuant to Federal
Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 3003(c)(3).

Now upon the Court’s (i) consideration of the Motion and the relief requested; (ii) finding
that proper and adequate notice of the Motion have been given and that no other or further notice
is necessary; (iii) determining that the legal and factual bases set forth in the Motion establish just
cause for th-e relief granted herein; and (iv) due deliberation, and finding sufficient cause exists for
the granting of the relief sought by the Motion, it is hereby

ORDERED that the Motion is granted and any objections thereto are overruled; and it is
Further | |

ORDERED, that Joseph Linardi shall file a Proof of Claim in the form attached as Exhibit
A within ___days of the date of this Order and that Proof of Claim shall be deemed timely filed;
and it is further

ORDERED, that this Court shall retain j_urisdiction to hear and determine all matters

arising from or related to this Order.






Fill in this information to identify the case:

Debtor 1 Astral Energy, LLC

Debtor 2
(Spousa, If filing)

United Stetes Bankruptcy Court for the:  District of New Jersey
Case number 23-17424

Official Form 410

Proof of Ciaim

04/25

Read the Instructions before filling out this form. This torm is for making a clalm for payment in a bankruptcy case. Do not use thls form to
make a raquest for payment of an administrative expense. Make such a request according to 11 U.5.C. § 543.

Filers must leave out or redact information that is entitled to privacy on this form or on any attached documents. Attach redacted coples of any
documents {hat support the claim, such as promissory notes, purchase orders, invoices, [temized statements of running accounts, contracts, judgments,
morigages, and securily agreements. Do not send origfnal documents; they may be destroyed after scanning. If the documents are not available,

explain in an attachment.

A person who files a fraudulent claim could be fined up to $500,000, imprisoned for up to 5 years, or both. 18 U.S.C. §§ 152, 157, and 3571.

Fill in afl the information about the claim as of the date the case was filed. That date is on the notice of bankruptcy (Form 309) that you received.

Identify the Glaim

. Whe s the current
creditor?

Joseph Linardi, on behalf of himself and alf others similarly situated

Name of the current creditor {the person or entity 1o be paid for this claim)

Other names the creditor used with ihe debtor

Has this clalm been
acqulred from
someone eise?

EjNo

O Yes. From whom?

Where should notices
and payments to the
creditor be sent?

Federal Rule of
Bankruplcy Procedure
(FRBP) 2002(g)

Where should notices to the creditor be sent?

Mazie Slater Katz & Freeman, LLC

Where should payments to the creditor be sent? (if
different)

Mazie Slater Katz & Freeman, LLC

Name

103 Eisenhower Parkway, Ste 207

Name

103 Eisenhower Parkway, Ste 207

Number Street Number Street
Roseland NJ p7068 Roseland NJ 07068
City State ZIP Code City State ZIP Code

Contact phone (973) 228-0391

Contact email MIM@Mazieslater.com

Uniform claim identifier (if you use one):

Contact phone (373) 228-0391

Contactemail MrM@mazieslater.com

one already filed?

Does this claim amend

& ne

O ves. Claim number on courl claims registry (if known)

Filed on

t DD 1 YYYY

Do you know if anyone

else has filed a proof

of clalm for this claim?

mNo

O Yes. Who made the eariier filing?

Officiat Form 410

Proof of Clalm

page 1




e vt
B

Give Information About the Claim as of the Date the Case Was Filed

you use to identify the
debtor?.

Do you have any number ﬂ No

0 Yes. Last4 digits of the debtor's account or any number you use to identify the debtor;

7. How much Is the clalm?

S 162,635.73 . Daes this amount includa Interest or other charges?
No

O Yes. Attach statement itemizing interest, fees, expenses, or other
charges required by Bankrupicy Rule 3001(c}(2HA).

8. What is the basis of the

claim?

Examples: Goods sold, money loaned, lease, services performed, personal injury or qungful death, or credit card.
Attach redacted copies of any documents supporting the claim required by Bankruptcy Rule 3001(c).

Limit disclasing information that is entitled to privacy, such as health care information.

Outstanding Class Action Judgement

9. Is all or part of the claim

secured?

mNo

0 ves. The claim is secured by a lien on property.
Nature of property:

O Real estate. If the claim is secured by the debtor's principal residence, file a Mortgage Proof of Claim
Attachment (Official Form 410-A) with this Proof of Claim.

O Moter vehicle '
O Other. Describe:

Basls for perfection:

Altach redacted copies of dbcuments. if any, that show evidence of perfection of a secuﬁty interest (for
example, a morlgage, lien, cerificale of litle, financing statement, or other documenli that shows the lien has
been filed or recorded.)

Value of property: S

Amount of the claim that is secured:  §

Amount of the claim that is unsecured: § {The sum of the secured and unsecured

amounts should match the amount in line 7.}

Amount necessary to cure any default as of the date of the petition:  §

Annual Interest Rate (when case was filed) %
O Fixed
Q variable
10. Is this claim based on a m No
lease? ’
O Yes. Amount necessary to cure any default as of the date of the petition, $

11. Is this claim subjecttoa
right of setoff?

MNO

O ves. identify the property:

Official Form 410

Proof of Claim page 2




12.1s all or partof the claim [ No
entitled to priority under

11 U.S.C. § 507(a)? D Yes. Check one: - Amountenttued P
A claim may be partly O Domestic support obligations (including alimony and chiid suppon) under
priority and partly 11 U.8.C. § 507(a)(1)(A) or (a){1)(B}. $
nonpriority. For example,
in some categories, the’ Q Up 1o $3,800" of deposils toward purchase, lease, or rental of property or services for
law limits the amount personal, family, or household use. 11 U.S.C. § 507(a)(7). 5
entitled to priority.
[} wages, salaries, or commissions (up to $17,1507) eamed within 180 days before the
bankrupicy petition is filed or the debtor's business ends, whichever is earlier. $
11 U.S.C. § 507({a)(4).
0} Taxes or penalties owed to governmental units. 11 U.S.C. § 507(a)(8). §
{2 Contributions fo an employee benefit plan. 11 U.S.C. § 507(a)(5). Ly
U Other. Specify subsection of 11 U.5.C. § 507(a){__) that applies. $

*  Amounts are subject to adj,ué‘lmeni on 4/01/28 and every 3 years after that for cases begun on or after the date of adjustment.

The person completing Check the appropriate hox:
thls proaf of clalm must

sign and dato it Q 1am the creditor.

FRBP .9011“0)‘ | am the creditor's attormey or authorized agent.

If you tile this ¢laim 0 1 am the trustee, or the debtor, or their authorized agent.- Bankruptcy Rule 3004.
electronically, FRBP O 1.am a guarantor, surety, endorser, or other codebtor. Bankruptcy Rule 3005
5005(a)(3) authorizes courls amag . ] : : picy .

to establish local rules

isspemfylng what a signature | understand that an authorized signature on this Proof of Claim serves as an acknowledgment that when calculating the
' amount of the claim, the creditor gave the debtor credit for any payments received toward the debt.

A person who files a

fraudulent claim could be

finod up to $500,000,

Imprisoned forupto 5

-| years, or both. . .
?IIB U.S.C. §§ 152, 157, and | declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

as7.

I have examined the infarm-ation in this Pmof of Claim and have a reasonable belief that the information is true
and comrecl.

Executed on daie

MM/ DD/ OYYYY

Signature

Print the name of the person who Is completing and signing this claim:

Name Matthew R. Mendelsohn

First name Middle name Last name
Title
Company Mazie Slater Katz & Freeman, LLC

Identify the corporate servicer as the company if the authorized agent is a servicer,

Address 103 Eisenhower Parkway, Ste 207
Number Street
Roseland NJ 07068
City State ZIP Code
Contact phone (973) 228-0381 Emal MM@maziesiater.com

Official Form 410 Proof of Claim page 3
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MAZIE SLATER KATZ & FREEMAN
Counsellors at Law
103 Eisenhower Parkway « Sufte 207
Roseland, New Jersey 07068

Scerctary's Burcau

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission .

Commonwealth Keystone Building
2nd Floor, Room-N201
Harrisburg, PA 17120

‘?Fir‘st Class Mail

quadient

FIRST-CLASS MAL §
v ¢
$003.28% ¢

08/03r2025 Z1P 07068
043M31253706
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