
Pennsylvania ratepayers are already subsidizing Big Tech’s grid build-out 

across the region.  Rates for water and electricity have increased significantly 

over the past year.  Now, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission is 

considering decisions that could lock in even more cost-shifting onto 

everyday households and small businesses. This is unacceptable! Residential 

customers and small businesses should be strongly protected from the costs 

of data centers by requiring the owners to fully pay for any grid/transmission 

upgrades and by paying a higher rate for electricity and water so that 

residential rates do not increase as a result of the greatly increased energy 

and water needs of these data centers. Residents and small businesses do 

not share in the private profits of large load consuming corporations, so 

accordingly, the costs associated with grid updates and increased 

competition for energy and water should never be paid by residents and 

small businesses. Additionally, residential power and water needs should 

always be priority over any data center needs in times of high usage or times 

where energy and water needs exceed capacity. Residents should never bear 

any cost financially or in energy or water availability for the data centers 

which will also cause noise and air pollution decreasing quality of life.  Water 

and energy needs of residents and small businesses should always be 

prioritized over A.I. needs. 

Susan Margolis - M-2025-3054271


