
BEFORE THE PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICE TO PLEAD 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

YOU ARE HEREBY ADVISED THAT, PURSUANT TO 52 PA. CODE § 5.66, YOU MAY 
ANSWER THE ENCLOSED PETITION TO INTERVENE WITHIN TWENTY (20) DAYS OF 
THE DATE OF SERVICE HEREOF.  YOUR ANSWER TO THE PETITION TO INTERVENE 
MUST BE FILED WITH THE SECRETARY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY 
COMMISSION, P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265.  A COPY SHOULD ALSO 
BE SERVED ON THE UNDERSIGNED COUNSEL FOR SPRING GARDEN TOWNSHIP. 
 
 
 
      /s/ Thomas Wyatt     

Thomas Wyatt, Esquire (PA I.D. 89342) 
Matthew S. Olesh, Esquire (PA I.D. 206553) 

      Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel, LLP 
      Centre Square West 
      1500 Market Street, Suite 3400 
      Philadelphia, PA 19102 
      Thomas.Wyatt@obermayer.com 

Matthew.Olesh@obermayer.com 
 
 
Dated: December 26, 2025 

 
  

 
Joint Application of American Water Works 
Company, Inc., Essential Utilities, Inc., Aqua 
Pennsylvania, Inc., Aqua Pennsylvania 
Wastewater, Inc., Peoples Natural Gas Company 
LLC, and Alpha Merger Sub, Inc. for a Certificate 
of Public Convenience under Sections 1102(a)(3) 
and 2210(c) of the Public Utility Code and All 
Other Necessary Approvals to Effect a Change of 
Control of Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc., Aqua 
Pennsylvania Wastewater, Inc., and Peoples 
Natural Gas Company LLC 
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BEFORE THE PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
 

 
PETITION TO INTERVENE 

 
 Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§ 5.71, 5.72 and 5.74, Spring Garden Township (“Spring 

Garden”), by and through its attorneys, Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel LLP, hereby files 

with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (the “Commission”) this Petition to Intervene in 

the above-captioned Joint Application of American Water Works Company, Inc., Essential 

Utilities, Inc., Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc., Aqua Pennsylvania Wastewater, Inc., Peoples Natural Gas 

Company LLC, and Alpha Merger Sub, Inc. for a Certificate of Public Convenience under Sections 

1102(a)(3) and 2210(c) of the Public Utility Code and All Other Necessary Approvals to Effect a 

Change of Control of Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc., Aqua Pennsylvania Wastewater, Inc., and Peoples 

Natural Gas Company LLC.  The Application directly affects the interests of Spring Garden, which 

are not adequately represented by any existing party.  For the reasons that follow, Spring Garden 

respectfully requests that the Commission grant its Petition to Intervene, and in support thereof 

avers as follows: 

1. Petitioner, Spring Garden, is a duly organized and validly existing Township of the 

First Class located in York County, Pennsylvania, with a business address of 340 Tri Hill Road, 

York, Pennsylvania 17403. 
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2. Spring Garden is interested in the above-captioned docket as a party to a bulk 

agreement with Pennsylvania-American Water Company (“PAWC”) pursuant to which PAWC 

provides wastewater collection, conveyance, and treatment services to Spring Garden’s residents 

resulting from PAWC’s 2022 acquisition of the wastewater system assets of the City of York (the 

“City”). 

3. Spring Garden seeks to intervene to represent and protect the interests of its 

residents and constituents who became PAWC’s customers pursuant to that transaction.  

Specifically, Spring Garden seeks to ensure that these customers retain the same benefits and 

protections provided for in that transaction. 

4. 52 Pa. Code § 5.72 sets forth the eligibility requirements for a party to intervene 

and provides in part as follows: 

(a) Persons. A petition to intervene may be filed by a person claiming a right to 

intervene or an interest of such nature that intervention is necessary or appropriate 

to the administration of the statute under which the proceeding is brought. The right 

or interest may be one of the following: 

(1) A right conferred by statute of the United States or of the 

Commonwealth; 

(2) An interest which may be directly affected and which is not 

adequately represented by existing participants, and as to which the 

petitioner may be bound by the action of the Commission in the proceeding;  

(3) Another interest of such nature that participation of the petitioner 

may be in the public interest. 

 5. Spring Garden seeks intervention in the proceeding for due cause shown for the 

following reasons: 



   
 

(a) Spring Garden is a party to bulk agreement with PAWC that allows for 

Spring Garden to transport wastewater to the sewage collection system, 

interceptors, and wastewater treatment plant (the “System”) that PAWC acquired 

from the City in 2022 for treatment; 

(b) Spring Garden seeks to ensure that the benefits and protections provided for 

in the bulk agreement, as well the services actively being provided by PAWC, are 

maintained, including all post-closing obligations agreed to by PAWC in 

connection with its acquisition of the System;  

(c) Spring Garden seeks to further ensure that its residents are afforded fair and 

reasonable treatment in connection with the instant proposed transaction, and that 

the service being provided by PAWC will not be negatively impacted, particularly 

in view of a lack of clarity of how such service may be impacted by the 

“implementation team” resulting from the transaction; and 

(d) Spring Garden seeks to protect the interests of all Spring Garden residents 

who could be affected by the proposed transaction set forth in the Joint Application, 

including any potential rate impact. 

 6. Spring Garden has a substantial and bona fide interest in the subject matter of this 

docket and its interests, which are unique to its service area, cannot be represented or protected 

adequately by other existing parties to this docket. 

 7. As a municipality whose residents are receiving critical services from PAWC, 

Spring Garden submits that its intervention is in the public interest. 

 8. Spring Garden intends to play an active role in the PUC’s decision-making process 

and its participation herein will not unduly prejudice any party. 



   
 

 WHEREFORE Spring Garden Township respectfully requests that the Commission grant 

the instant Petition to Intervene in this proceeding.  

Respectfully submitted, 

    /s/ Thomas Wyatt     
Thomas Wyatt, Esquire (PA I.D. 89342) 
Matthew S. Olesh, Esquire (PA I.D. 206553) 
OBERMAYER REBMANN 
MAXWELL & HIPPEL LLP 
Centre Square West 
1500 Market Street, Suite 3400 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
Tel.: (215) 665-3000 
Fax: (215) 665-3165 
Thomas.Wyatt@obermayer.com 
Matthew.Olesh@obermayer.com 
 

 
Dated: December 26, 2025 
 
  



   
 

VERIFICATION 

 

 I, Luther Wike, Jr., the Township Manager for Spring Garden Township, hereby verify that 

the statements of fact made in the foregoing petition are true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge, information and belief and that I expect to be able to prove the same at a hearing held 

in this matter.  I understand that the statements made herein are subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. 

C.S. § 4904 (relating to unsworn falsification to authorities). 

 

 

Dated:___12/23/2025______________  __________________________________ 

       Luther Wike, Jr. 

 

 

  



   
 

BEFORE THE PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
 I, Matthew Olesh, Esq., hereby certify that I have served a true and correct copy of the 

foregoing Petition to Intervene upon the parties list below in accordance with the requirements of 

52 Pa. Code §§ 1.54 (relating to service by a party) via electronic mail. 

The Honorable Charles E. Rainey, Jr. 
Chief Administrative Law Judge 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
crainey@pa.gov 
 
Allison Kaster, Esquire 
Director 
Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement 
400 North Street 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
akaster@pa.gov 
 
Kimberly A. Joyce, Esquire 
Essential Utilities Inc. 
762 W. Lancaster Ave 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
Kajoyce@essential.co 
 
 

Harrison W. Breitman, Esquire 
Joel Cheskis, Esquire 
Johnathan M. Longhurst, Esquire 
Crystal Zook, Esquire 
PA Office of Consumer Advocate 
Forum Place 
555 Walnut Street, 5th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
PAWCAquaExternal@paoca.org 
 
Kenneth M. Kulak, Esquire 
Mark A. Lazaroff, Esquire 
Catherine G. Vasudevan, Esquire 
Brooke E. McGlinn, Esquire 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 
2222 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-3007 
ken.kulak@morganlewis.com 
mark.lazaroff@morganlewis.com 
catherine.vasudevan@morganlewis.com 
brooke.mcglinn@morganlewis.com 
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Anthony D. Kanagy, Esquire 
Garrett P. Lent, Esquire 
Hayley E. Wilburn, Esquire 
Emily S. Grecu , Esquire 
Post & Schell P.C. 
17 North Second Street, Suite 500 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
akanagy@postschell.com 
glent@postschell.com 
hwilburn@postschell.com 
egrecu@postschell.com 
 
Meagan Moore, Esquire 
PNG Companies LLC 
375 North Shore Drive, Suite 600 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
meagan.moore@peoples-gas.com 
 

Alexander R. Stahl, Esquire 
Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc. 
762 W. Lancaster Ave 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
Astahl@aquaamerica.com 
 
Steven C. Gray, Esq. 
Senior Attorney 
Assistant Small Business Advocate 
Office of Small Business Advocate 
Forum Place 
555 Walnut Street, 1st Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
sgray@.pa.gov 
 

 

 

Dated: December 26, 2025    /s/ Matthew Olesh     
Matthew Olesh, Esquire 


