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PROTECTIVE ORDER

On December 11, 2025, the Company filed a Motion For Protective Order in

these proceedings.

A telephone Prehearing Conference was convened as scheduled on Friday,
December 12, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. The Company, OCA, OSBA, I&E, CAUSE-PA participated
and were represented by Counsel. Individual Complainant Joel Jackson also participated,

without counsel.

At the conference, the parties agreed that any objections to the Motion for

Protective would be filed by the close of business on Tuesday, December 16, 2025.

On December 12, 2025, subsequent to the Prehearing Conference, counsel for

OCA advised the presiding officers that, with regard to the Company's Petition for Protective



Order, the parties agreed to incorporate an additional clause that notes that the Consumer
Advocate, Deputy Consumer Advocate, and Small Business Advocate are authorized to review
Confidential material so long as attorneys for the respective statutory advocates have executed
Appendix A, attached to the Petition for Protective Order. Counsel provided the agreed upon

language for the Protective Order which is adopted below.

No additional agreements, revisions or objections were filed in this proceeding,

and accordingly, the following Protective Order will be adopted as set forth below.

This Protective Order is hereby GRANTED with respect to all documents and
information, as identified below, produced or presented, or hereafter produced or presented in
this proceeding. All persons now or hereafter granted access to such documents and/or

information shall use and maintain the same only in strict accordance with this Protective Order.

This Protective Order is being entered to facilitate the orderly production of
information and documents during discovery and the presentation of evidence at the hearings in
this case and to provide adequate protection of Confidential Information without prejudicing the
rights of parties to have reasonable access to information that becomes part of the evidentiary

record.

THEREFORE

IT IS ORDERED THAT:

1. Any information provided to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
(“Commission”) or any parties in connection with the above-captioned proceeding that a
producing party claims constitutes or contains Confidential Information shall be specifically
identified and marked as Confidential Information. The producing party shall designate data or
documents as constituting or containing Confidential Information by affixing a conspicuous
“CONFIDENTIAL” stamp or typewritten designation on such data or documents. Where only

part of data compilations or multi-page documents constitutes or contains Confidential



Information, the producing party, insofar as reasonably practicable within time constraints
imposed in this proceeding, shall designate only the specific data or pages of documents which
constitute or contain Confidential Information and shall serve such documents separately from

non-confidential information.

2. Each document and the information contained therein designated as
“Confidential Information” shall be used by the recipient solely for purposes relating to the
prosecution, review and processing of this proceeding and for no other purpose; and such
documents and information shall be maintained in secure files, separate from public

information, until returned to the producing party or destroyed pursuant to the terms hereof.

3. With respect to all Confidential Information, it is further ORDERED
that:

(a) Access to the documents designated as “Confidential Information,”
and to the information contained therein, shall be limited to the
parties and their identified attorneys, employees, and consultants
whose examination of the Confidential Information is required for

the conduct of this proceeding.

(b) Recipients of Confidential Information shall not disclose the
contents of the documents produced pursuant to this Protective
Order to any person(s) other than their identified employees and any
identified witnesses/consultants whom they may retain in
connection with this proceeding, irrespective of whether any such
expert is retained specially and is not expected to testify, or is called
to testify in this proceeding. All employees (except Bureau of
Investigation & Enforcement (“BI&E”) witnesses who are full-time
employees and shall be entitled to receive documents without
individually executing a Certification), consultants or experts of any

of the parties bound by this Protective Order who are to receive



copies of documents or information produced pursuant to this
Protective Order shall have executed a copy of the Certification
attached hereto as Appendix A, which executed Certification shall
be forthwith provided to counsel for the producing party with
copies to counsel for other parties. The BI&E Prosecutors who
enter an appearance in this proceeding shall represent that all
BI&E witnesses/employees will be bound by this Protective Order.
The Consumer Advocate, the Deputy Consumer Advocate, the
Small Business Advocate, and support staff in the OCA, and the
OSBA do not need to execute a Non-Disclosure Certificate,
provided that the OCA’s, and the OSBA’s counsel execute the
Certification attached as Appendix A.

(c) No other disclosure of Confidential Information shall be made to
any person or entity except with the express written consent of the
producing party or upon further order of the Commission or of any

Court of competent jurisdiction which may review these matters.

4. The acceptance by the parties of documents or information which has been
identified and marked as Confidential Information shall not serve to create a presumption that the
material is in fact entitled to any special status in these or any other proceedings. Accordingly,
as provided in 52 Pa. Code § 5.365, a party receiving Confidential Information retains the right,
either before or after receipt of such Confidential Information, to challenge the legitimacy of the
claim that the information is proprietary. Any party may initiate such a challenge by notifying
the Commission, with reasonable notice to all other parties, that it wishes to challenge the
designation of the material as Confidential Information. In that event, the producing party, as the
provider of the Confidential Information, shall have the burden of proving that the material is
entitled to protected status. However, notwithstanding such challenge, all parties shall continue
to treat the documents and information subject to challenge as Confidential Information in
accordance with the terms of this Protective Order, pending resolution by the Commission of the

dispute as to its status.



5. The producing party retains the right to seek restrictions on the production,
distribution and use by other parties of the Confidential Information beyond the protection

expressly afforded such Confidential Information by this Protective Order.

6. This Protective Order shall not operate as a determination, for any
purpose, that any documents or information produced pursuant to this Protective Order are either

admissible or inadmissible in these or any other proceedings.

7. Documents or other materials containing Confidential Information filed
with the Commission in this proceeding, including but not limited to pre-filed testimony and pre-
filed exhibits, shall be labeled “CONFIDENTIAL” and shall be deemed filed under seal. During
evidentiary hearings, if any, in this proceeding, all persons present for such hearings shall be
subject to the terms of this Protective Order and may be required to so affirm for purposes of the
record. The portion of the record containing the Confidential Information, including the portions

of transcripts of oral testimony discussing Confidential Information, shall be placed under seal.

8. The Commission and any other state agency that may have access to, or
receive copies of, the Confidential Information will deem and treat such information as within
the exemption from disclosure provided in the Pennsylvania Right-to-Know Act set forth in 65
P.S. § 67.708(b) until such time as the information may be found to be non-proprietary by the

Commission or by a court of competent jurisdiction.

9. Confidential Information which is placed on the record of this proceeding
under seal shall remain with the Commission under seal after the conclusion of the proceeding.
If such Confidential Information is provided to appellate courts for the purposes of appeal(s)

from this proceeding, such information shall be provided, and shall remain, under seal.

10.  Upon the final resolution of proceedings in which Confidential
Information has been provided, which includes the exhaustion of appeals, if any, all documents

and other materials containing Confidential Information shall, within thirty (30) days of the



producing party’s request, be either: (1) returned to counsel for the producing party; or (2)
destroyed. If a receiving party chooses to destroy the Confidential Information, then it shall, in
the case of the BI&E, notify the producing party, and in the case of all other parties, certify to the
producing party, that the Confidential Information has been destroyed by it and its employees,
consultants, and other representatives, and that the terms of this Protective Order have been
satisfied. Provided, however, that the BI&E, the Office of Consumer Advocate, and the Office
of Small Business Advocate may maintain in their official files copies of all pleadings, briefs,
statements, exhibits and transcripts in this proceeding and, further provided, that all such
pleadings, briefs, statements, exhibits and transcripts containing Confidential Information shall

remain subject to the terms of this Protective Order.

11. A single copy of documents returned to the producing party or certified as
destroyed upon resolution of this proceeding, as provided in this Protective Order, shall be kept
on file at the producing party’s offices for two years after the final resolution of this proceeding,
as defined previously, for review by the parties under the terms of this Protective Order upon at

least twenty days’ notice to counsel for the producing party.

12.  The issuance of this Protective Order shall not prejudice the producing
party’s right to challenge the production of any documents or information sought in discovery by

any party on the grounds that such documents or information are not properly discoverable.

Date: January 9, 2026 /s/
Jeffrey A. Watson
Administrative Law Judge

/s/
Emily I. DeVoe
Administrative Law Judge
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The undersigned is the of

(the receiving party). The undersigned has read, and understands that, the Protective Order entered
in this proceeding on January 9, 2026, deals with the treatment of Confidential Information. The
undersigned agrees to be bound by, and comply with, the terms and conditions of said Order, which

are incorporated herein by reference.

Date Signature

Print Name
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