
BEFORE THE PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

Joint Application of American Water Works
Company, Inc., Essential Utilities, Inc., Aqua
Pennsylvania, Inc., Aqua Pennsylvania
Wastewater, Inc., Peoples Natural Gas
Company LLC, and Alpha Merger Sub, Inc.
for a Certificate of Public Convenience under
Sections 1102(a)(3) and 2210(c) of the Public
Utility Code and All Other Necessary
Approvals to Effect a Change of Control of
Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc., Aqua Pennsylvania
Wastewater, Inc., and Peoples Natural Gas
Company LLC

Case Nos.:

A-2025-3058927
A-2025-3058928
A-2025-3058929

                                                                             

NOTICE TO PLEAD

                                                                             
                                                                                       

YOU ARE HEREBY ADVISED THAT, PURSUANT TO 52 PA. CODE § 5.66, YOU MAY
ANSWER THE ENCLOSED JOINT PETITION TO INTERVENE OUT OF TIME WITHIN
TWENTY (20) DAYS OF THE DATE OF SERVICE HEREOF. YOUR ANSWER TO THE JOINT
PETITION TO INTERVENE MUST BE FILED WITH THE SECRETARY OF THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION, P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA
17105-3265. A COPY SHOULD ALSO BE SERVED ON THE UNDERSIGNED COUNSEL.

Domenic A. Bellisario
Counsel for Petitioner  Pennsylvania Laborers’ District Council 
PA ID: 28845
310 Grant Street, Suite 1302
Pittsburgh, PA  15219
(412) 471-6463
email: domenic@bellisario.com

mailto:domenic@bellisario.com
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JOINT PETITION TO INTERVENE OUT OF TIME

Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code§§ 5.71, 5.72 and 5.74, the Pennsylvania Laborers’ District Council, by

and through its counsel, Domenic A. Bellisario, and the Metropolitan Area of Philadelphia, Baltimore,

Washington Laborers’ District Council, by and though its counsel, Joel P. Trigiani, files with the

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (the "Commission") this Joint Petition to Intervene Out of Time in

the above-captioned Joint Application of American Water Works Company, Inc. (hereinafter “American

Water”), Essential Utilities, Inc., Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc. (hereinafter “Aqua”), Aqua Pennsylvania

Wastewater, Inc., Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC (hereinafter “Peoples”), and Alpha Merger Sub,

Inc., for a Certificate of Public Convenience under Sections 1102(a)(3) and 2210(c) of the Public Utility

Code and All Other Necessary Approvals to Effect a Change of Control of Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc., Aqua

Pennsylvania Wastewater, Inc., and Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC. The Application directly affects

the interests of the Pennsylvania Laborers’ District Council and the Metropolitan Area of Philadelphia,

Baltimore, Washington Laborers’ District Council (collectively the “Laborers” or “Petitioners”) which are



not adequately represented by any existing party. For the reasons that follow, the Laborers respectfully

request that the Commission grant this Joint Petition to Intervene, and in support thereof aver as follows:

1. Petitioner Pennsylvania Laborers’ District Council is a democratic labor organization comprising

fifteen (15) local unions throughout 62 counties in Pennsylvania that represent approximately

27,000 union members in Pennsylvania. Its offices are located at 12 Eighth Street, Pittsburgh, PA

15222.

2. Petitioner Metropolitan Area of Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington Laborers’ District Council

is a democratic labor organization comprising three (3) local unions in southeast Pennsylvania that

represent approximately 5,600  members in Pennsylvania.  Its offices are located  665 N. Broad

Street, 5th Floor, Philadelphia, Pa 19123.

3. Petitioners’ constituent local unions are individual local labor organizations that serve the various

geographic areas within their respective jurisdiction.  Petitioners provide administrative and

organizational services to its members and member unions.

4. The Petitioners have a substantial interest in these proceedings. For numerous years the

Pennsylvania Laborers’ District Council, the successor in interest to the Laborers’ District Council

of Western Pennsylvania and the Eastern Pennsylvania Laborers’ District Council, and the

Metropolitan Area of Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington Laborers’ District Council  have entered

into collective bargaining agreements with numerous employer/contractors in Pennsylvania which

contract with Peoples, Aqua and American Water on pipe replacement and installation projects. 

5. Petitioners estimate that there are approximately 2,300 of their members employed on a regular

basis annually on Peoples, Aqua and American Water installation and restoration projects.

6. Union members who are employed on these projects participate in extensive training in safety and



construction processes and standards prior to and in the course of employment.

7. Petitioners own and operate training centers in Pennsylvania which provide an 80 hour pipeline

technology class and certification to laborers seeking employment in the field.

8. Peoples, Aqua and American Water rely on outside construction contractors for performance of

infrastructure improvement, including mainline pipe replacement and the removal of “at risk” pipes

consistent with the Commission-approved Combined Distribution Long-Term Infrastructure

Improvement Plan (“LTIIP”).    Despite the importance of outside construction contractors and

their employees in providing these services, and the possible acceleration of infrastructure

replacement activities, the Applicants have not disclosed how contractor employees, contractor

standards, or contract procurement will be affected by the transaction.  Many of these outside

contractors have collective bargaining agreements with Petitioners for provision of qualified

laborers.

9. The potential determinations in this proceeding may have a direct impact on Petitioners’ members

with respect to their wages, hours and working conditions, and issues including, but not limited to,

workforce development, investments, safety and training requirements.

10. As the collective bargaining representatives of  workers employed by Peoples’, Aqua’s, and

American Water’s contractors on these construction projects, the Petitioners’ intervention serves

the public interest as well as the interests of the members.  Petitioners can provide the Commission

relevant and necessary information related to the proceedings, including wage rates, training

requirements, construction standards, local employment impacts, and workforce development

investments that may affect safe and reliable natural gas and other distribution services. No other

party in this proceeding can represent the interests of the Petitioners and their members.



11. Petitioners seek to intervene to represent and protect the interests of its members as employees of

the contractors utilized by  Peoples, Aqua, and American Water. 

12. 52 Pa. Code § 5.72 sets forth the eligibility requirements for a party to intervene and provides in

part as follows:

a. Persons. A petition to intervene may be filed by a person claiming a right to intervene or

an interest of such nature that intervention is necessary or appropriate to the administration

of the statute under which the proceeding is brought. The right or interest may be one of

the following:

i. A right conferred by statute of the United States or of the Commonwealth;

ii. An interest which may be directly affected and which is not adequately

represented by existing participants, and as to which the petitioner may be bound

by the action of the Commission in the proceeding;

iii. Another interest of such nature that participation of the petitioner may be in the

public interest.

13. Petitioners seek to protect the interests of all individuals who could be affected by the proposed

transaction set forth in the Joint Application, including any potential rate impact since Petitioners

have extensive knowledge regarding the manner in which Peoples, Aqua, and American Water

conduct their business, which knowledge will be of significant assistance in providing for efficient

delivery of natural gas and other service to the customers of any succeeding organization.

14. Petitioners have a substantial and bona fide interest in the subject matter of this docket and its

interests cannot be represented or protected adequately by other existing parties to this docket.

15.  As the representative of the employees who will be directly involved in providing utility services



to the residents and entities who will receive those services, Petitioners submit that their intervention

is in the public interest.

16. Petitioners will actively participate in all proceedings in this matter affecting their interests.

17. Petitioners intend to play an active role in the PUC's decision-making process and their

participation herein will not unduly prejudice any party, nor cause any undue delay in these

proceedings.

18. Petitioners do not routinely monitor PUC filings because they typically do not impact their interests.

19. Petitioners only learned on January 30, 2026, that the Joint Applicants filed their Joint Application

over the Thanksgiving/Christmas holidays and that the Commission had published a notice of this

Joint Application and gave notice that Petitions for Intervention were to be filed by December 29,

2025.

20. Upon learning of the Joint Application, Petitioners promptly assessed the Joint Application and

determined that their interests and the interests of their members would be impacted by any

decision of the Commission, determined that it was necessary to intervene in these proceedings,

and immediately filed the within Joint Petition to Intervene.

21. Had Petitioners learned before December 29, 2025 that this Joint Application had been filed, they

would have filed their Joint Petition to Intervene before that date.

22. While this Joint Petition is being filed beyond December 29, 2025, Petitioners aver that a late filing

of this Joint Petition to Intervene will not prejudice any party.

23. Petitioners further aver that allowing the filing of this Joint Petition beyond December 29, 2025, is

in the public interest because it will result in additional and important information being made

available to all parties and to the Commission in resolving this application.



24. Petitioners are fully aware of the deadlines established in this case and will take prompt action to

ensure that there will be no delay due to its intervention.

25. Petitioners fully accept the schedule set forth in this case and will not seek to alter that schedule.

26. Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§ 1.53 and 1.54, counsel consents to service of all documents by

electronic mail.

WHEREFORE the Pennsylvania Laborers’ District Council and the Metropolitan Area of

Philadelphia, Baltimore Washington Laborers’ District Council  respectfully request that the

Commission grant the instant Joint Petition to Intervene in this proceeding.

Domenic A. Bellisario Joel P. Trigiani
Counsel for Pennsylvania Laborers’ District CouncilC ounsel for the Metropolitan Area of

Philadelphia , Baltimore, Washington Laborers’ 
PA ID: 28845 District Council
310 Grant Street, Suite 1302 PA ID: 32268
(412) 471-6463 P.O. Box 126
domenic@bellisario.com Villanova, PA  19085
domenic@bellisario.com (267) 228-2183

joel@trigianilaw.com
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PROPOSED ORDER

AND NOW this ________ day of _________________ 2026, upon consideration of the Joint 

Petition to Intervene Out of Time filed by the Pennsylvania Laborers’ District Council and the Metropolitan

Area of Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington Laborers’ District Council, it is hereby ordered that said Joint 

Petition is hereby granted.

Dated:   _______________                                                                                
Mary D. Long
Administrative Law Judge

 





CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Domenic A. Bellisario, certify that I caused to be served a true and correct copy of the foregoing Notice
of Entry of Appearance on all interested parties in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code §§
1.54 by electronic mail to the individuals listed below.

The Honorable Mary D. Long
Administrative Law Judge Pennsylvania Public
Utility Commission
Commonwealth Keystone Building
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120
malong@pa.gov

Allison Kaster, Esquire 
PA PUC BIE Legal Technical
400 North Street, 2nd Floor West
Harrisburg, PA 17120
akaster@pa.gov

Kimberly A. Joyce, Esquire
Alexander R. Stahl, Esq.
Essential Utilities Inc.
762 W. Lancaster Ave 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
kajoyce@aquaamerica.com
astahl@aquaamerica.com

Harrison W. Breitman, Esquire
Joel Cheskis, Esquire
Johnathan M. Longhurst, Esquire
Crystal Zook, Esquire
PA Office of Consumer Advocate
Forum Place
555 Walnut Street, 5th Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101
pawcaquaexternal@paoca.org
hbreitman@paoca.org
jlonghurst@paoca.org
jcheskis@paoca.org
czook@paoca.org

Kenneth M. Kulak, Esquire
Mark A. Lazaroff, Esquire
Catherine G. Vasudevan, Esquire
Brooke E. McGlinn, Esquire
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
2222 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-3007
ken.kulak@morganlewis.com
mark.lazaroff@morganlewis.com
catherine.vasudevan@morganlewis.com
brooke.mcglinn@morganlewis.com

Anthony D. Kanagy, Esquire
Garrett P. Lent. Esquire
Hayley E. Wilburn, Esquire
Emily S. Grecu , Esquire
Post & Schell P.C.
17 North Second Street, Suite 500
Harrisburg, PA 17101
akanagy@postschell.com
glent@postschell.com
hwilburn@postschell.com
egrecu@postschell.com

Thomas Wyatt, Esquire
Matthew Olesh Esquire
Matthew Selmasska Esquire
Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel, LLP
Centre Square West
1500 Market Street, Suite 3400
Philadelphia, PA 19102
thomas.wyatt@obermayer.com
matthew.olash@obermayer.com
matthew.selmasska@obermayer.com
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Ria Pereira, Esquire
Lauren Berman, Esquire
Elizabeth R. Marx, Esquire
John Sweet, Esquire
Levi Phillips, Esquire
PA Utility Law Project
118 Locust Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
rpereira@pautilitylawproject.org
lberman@pautilitylawproject.org
emarx@pautilitylawproject.org
jsweet@pautilitylawproject.org
lphillips@pautilitylawproject.org

Maureen B. Carlton, Esquire
Andrew Griffin, Esquire
Aaron Nelson, Esquire
Curtin & Heefner, LLP
1040 Stony Hill Road
Yardley, PA 19067
mbc@curtinheefner.com
apg@curtinheefner.com
adn@curtinheefner.com

Meagan Moore, Esquire
PNG Companies, LLC
375 North Shore Drive, Suite 600
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
meagan.moore@peoples-gas.com

Steven C. Gray, Esquire
Office of Small Business Advocate
Forum Place
555 Walnut Street, 1st Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101
sgray@pa.gov

Michael Maddren, Esquire
Murphy Maddren, LTD
6 Dickinson Drive, Suite 115
Chadds Ford, PA 19317
mike@murphymaddren.con

Alex J. Baumler, Esquire
Lamb McErlane PC
24 East Market Street, Box 565
West Chester, PA 19381
alex@skilkennylaw.com

Joseph W. Jesiolowski, Esquire
Kevin D. Kent, Esquire
Clark Hill PLC
Clark Hill Two Commerce Square
2001 Market Street, Suite 2620
Philadelphia, PA 19103
jjesiolowski@clarkhill.co,
kkent@clarkhill.com

Samuel J. Pasquarelli, Esquire
Sherrard, German & Kelly, PC
535 Smithfield Street, Suite 300
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
samuel.pasquarelli@sgkpa.com

Alexander R. Stahl, Esquire
Kimberly Joyce, Esquire
762 West Lancaster Avenue
Bryn Mawr PA 19010
astahl@aquaamerica.com
kajoyce@aquaamerica.com

Scott B. Granger Esquire
Pa Puc Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement 
400 North Street, 2nd Floor West Harrisburg
PA 17120 
sgranger@pa.gov

Dated: February 5, 2026 Domenic A. Bellisario
Domenic A. Bellisario
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