
BEFORE THE 

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

 

 

 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission : R-2025-3059523 

Office of Consumer Advocate : C-2026-3060342 

Office of Small Business Advocate : C-2026-3060353 

Coalition for Affordable Utility Services : 

and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania : C-2026-3060448 

Thomas J. Nagies : C-2026-3060116 

Mustafa Kirisci : C-2026-3060190 

Daniel J. Luce II : C-2026-3060290 

Rik Bhattacharyya : C-2026-3060305 

Josh Durham : C-2026-3060434 

Serafima Zhuravska : C-2026-3060439 

Roberta Zeek : C-2026-3060442 

Cassandra Price : C-2026-3060450 

Nathan Bahn : C-2026-3060451 

Robert L. Spradley, Jr.  : C-2026-3060452 

Joseph Kohler : C-2026-3060526 

       : 

 v.      : 

       : 

UGI Utilities, Inc. – Gas Division   : 

 

 

 

PREHEARING CONFERENCE ORDER 

 

  On January 28, 2026, UGI Utilities, Inc. – Gas Division (UGI), filed Supplement 

No. 63 to UGI Gas Tariff – Pa. P.U.C. Nos. 7 and 7S to become effective March 29, 2026.  UGI 

is proposing to increase its rates to produce $99.368 million (8.05%) in additional annual 

revenues.   

 

On January 29, 2026, Thomas Nagies filed a pro se formal Complaint.  The 

Complaint was docketed at C-2026-3060116. 

 

On January 29, 2026, Mustafa Kirisci filed a pro se formal Complaint.  The 

Complaint was docketed at C-2026-3060190. 
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On February 2, 2026, Rik Bhattacharyya filed a pro se formal Complaint.  The 

Complaint was docketed at C-2026-3060305. 

 

On February 2, 2026, Josh Durham filed a pro se formal Complaint.  The 

Complaint was docketed at C-2026-3060434. 

 

On February 3, 2026, Michael A. Podskoch, Jr., Esquire, entered a Notice of 

Appearance on behalf of the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (I&E). 

 

On February 4, 2026, Daniel J. Luce II filed a pro se formal Complaint.  The 

Complaint was docketed at C-2026-3060290. 

 

On February 5, 2026, Serafima Zhuravska filed a pro se formal Complaint.  The 

Complaint was docketed at C-2026-3060439. 

 

On February 6, 2026, Roberta Zeek filed a pro se formal Complaint.  The 

Complaint was docketed at C-2026-3060442. 

 

On February 6, 2026, the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) filed a formal 

Complaint, Public Statement, Verification, and a Notice of Appearance on behalf of Christy M. 

Appleby, Esquire, et. al.  The Complaint was docketed at C-2026-3060342. 

 

On February 9, 2026, the Office of Small Business Advocate (OSBA) filed a 

formal Complaint, Public Statement, Verification, and a Notice of Appearance on behalf of 

Steven C. Gray, Esquire.  The Complaint was docketed at C-2026-3060353. 

 

On February 10, 2026, the Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and Energy 

Efficiency in Pennsylvania (CAUSE-PA) filed a formal Complaint, Verification, and a Notice of 

Appearance on behalf of John W. Sweet, Esquire, et. al.  The Complaint was docketed at C-

2026-3060448.   
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On February 10, 2026, Cassandra Price filed a pro se formal Complaint.  The 

Complaint was docketed at C-2026-3060450. 

 

On February 10, 2026, Nathan Bahn filed a pro se formal Complaint.  The 

Complaint was docketed at C-2026-3060451. 

 

On February 11, 2026, Robert L. Spradley, Jr. filed a pro se formal Complaint.  

The Complaint was docketed at C-2026-3060452. 

 

On February 13, 2026, Joseph Kohler filed a pro se formal Complaint.  The 

Complaint was docketed at C-2026-3060526. 

 

By Order entered February 19, 2026, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

(Commission) instituted an investigation into the lawfulness, justness, and reasonableness of the 

proposed rate increase (Suspension Order).  Pursuant to Section 1308(d) of the Public Utility 

Code, 66 Pa.C.S. § 1308(d), the filing was suspended by operation of law until October 29, 2026, 

unless permitted by Commission Order to become effective at an earlier date.  In addition, the 

Commission ordered that the investigation include consideration of the lawfulness, justness and 

reasonableness of UGI’s existing rates, rules, and regulations.  The matter was assigned to the 

Office of Administrative Law Judge for the prompt scheduling of hearings culminating in the 

issuance of a Recommended Decision.   

 

  In accordance with the Commission’s February 19, 2026 Suspension Order, the 

matter was assigned to Administrative Law Judges F. Joseph Brady and Alphonso Arnold III. 

 

A Prehearing Conference in this case is scheduled for Friday, March 6, 2026, at 

10:00 a.m.  To participate in the hearing, you must dial the toll-free number listed below.  You will 

be prompted to enter a PIN number, which is also listed below.  You will be asked to speak your 

name, press the # key, and then the telephone system will connect you to the hearing.  If you have 

any witnesses you want to have present during the hearing who are participating from a separate 

phone, you must provide them with the telephone number and PIN Number.  
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 Toll-free Bridge Telephone Number:  877.874.1047 

 PIN Number:     11738422 

 

You must call into the Prehearing Conference on the scheduled day and time. 

Failure of any party to attend the Prehearing Conference without good cause shall constitute a 

waiver of all objections to the agreements reached and matters decided at the Prehearing 

Conference. You will not be called by the Administrative Law Judges. 

 

The parties are hereby directed to comply with the following requirements: 

 

1. That a request for a change of the scheduled Prehearing Conference date 

must state the agreement or opposition of the other participants and must be submitted in writing no 

later than five (5) days prior to the Prehearing Conference.  52 Pa. Code § 1.15(b).  Requests for 

changes of the Prehearing Conference date must be sent to the undersigned and all participants of 

record.   

 

2. That absent a continuance for good cause, all parties must be prepared to 

participate in the scheduled Prehearing Conference.  Failure of a party to participate in the 

conference, after being served with notice of the date, time and location thereof, without good 

cause shown, shall constitute a waiver of all objections to the agreements reached, and an order 

or ruling with respect thereto. 

 

3. That the Commission’s regulation concerning prehearing conferences in 

rate proceedings is located at 52 Pa.Code § 5.224.  Accordingly, we will discuss the following: 

 

1) A proposed plan and schedule of discovery; 

2) Possibility of settlement; 

3) Issues; 

4) Amount of hearing time needed; 

5) Witnesses; 

6) Schedule for submission of testimony, hearings and briefs; 

7) Public Input hearings;  

8) Any other appropriate matter. 
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4. That each active participant must file and serve, on or before 12:00 p.m., 

Wednesday, March 4, 2026, a prehearing conference memorandum which sets forth the history of 

these proceedings and addresses the agenda items listed above.  If more than one attorney 

represents a party, your prehearing memorandum should identify one attorney who will 

speak as the lead attorney for the purposes of the prehearing conference.  The following is 

our proposed schedule for hearings and briefs: 

 

Hearings for cross-examination of all Week of June 1, 2026 

witnesses, oral rebuttal/surrebuttal 

 

Close of Record Wednesday, June 3, 2026 

 

Main Briefs Due Tuesday, June 23, 2026 

 

Reply Briefs Due Monday, July 6, 2026 (by 12:00 p.m.)* 

 

Public Meeting Thursday, October 1, 2026 

 

End of Suspension Thursday, October 29, 2026 

 

* This Date is Non-negotiable.   

 

 

5. That the sole purpose of the March 6, 2026, Prehearing Conference is to 

establish a litigation schedule and address procedural concerns.  We will not be taking ANY 

testimony or addressing substantive issues related to UGI’s rate increase.  

 

6. In response to this Prehearing Conference Order, you may proceed in one 

of three ways:  

a. Do nothing.  If you do nothing after receiving this Prehearing 

Conference Order, you will be treated as an inactive party to this proceeding. Inactive parties 

will receive the Presiding Officers’ written orders, notices of hearings, the Recommended 

Decision and any Commission decisions and orders. Inactive parties will not participate in 

discovery, testify at the evidentiary hearing, or cross-examine witnesses. Inactive parties will not 

receive copies of the hearing exhibits or briefs filed by the active participants.  You may still 

attend and testify at a public input hearing as explained in the next paragraph 
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b. Testify at a public input hearing if one is scheduled. Public 

input hearings, if scheduled, are for the purpose of giving people who do not wish to participate 

in the formal litigation an opportunity to express their opinions regarding the Company’s 

proposal.  If you testify at a public input hearing, you will not be permitted to also testify at the 

technical evidentiary hearings and you will otherwise be treated as an inactive party. You will 

receive a copy of the notice of the public input hearing which will include instructions for your 

participation. 

 

c. Become a party of record. As an active party of record, you will 

be served with all of the pleadings, filings, discovery requests, written testimony and orders and 

decisions served and issued in this proceeding. These documents will be voluminous. Your 

rights as an active party of record include the ability to present your own testimony and to cross-

examine other witnesses at the formal hearings, and to file exceptions to the Presiding Officers’ 

recommended decision. Your duties as a party of record are that you must answer all discovery 

requests served upon you in accordance with the rules. You will be required to serve a copy of 

anything that you file upon the Presiding Officers and each party appearing on the service 

list, as modified after the Prehearing Conference. If you intend to present evidence at the 

formal evidentiary hearings, you will be required to submit your testimony in writing in advance, 

in accordance with the schedule to be set after the Prehearing Conference and to provide a copy 

of your written testimony to each party on the service list at that time. You may not testify at a 

public input hearing as an active party of record. You will be expected to become familiar with 

the Commission’s rules of practice and comply with the instructions and deadlines imposed by 

the orders of the presiding Administrative Law Judges. The Commission’s rules of practice 

appear in Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Code Chapters 1, 3 and 5. The Pennsylvania Code is 

available on-line at http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/. Although a natural person or a sole 

proprietor may appear on their own behalf, if you are any entity other than a natural person or a 

sole proprietor, (e.g., a corporation, partnership, municipality, etc.), you will be required to have 

an attorney represent you in accordance with the laws of Pennsylvania.  

 

7. That the parties shall review the regulations relating to discovery, 

specifically 52 Pa. Code § 5.331(b), which provides, inter alia, that “[a] party shall initiate 
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discovery as early in the proceeding as reasonably possible,” and 52 Pa.Code § 5.322, which 

encourages participants to exchange information on an informal basis.  All participants are urged 

to cooperate in discovery.  There are limitations on discovery and sanctions for abuse of the 

discovery process.  52 Pa. Code §§ 5.361, 5.371-372. 

 

8. That pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§ 1.21-1.23, you may represent yourself, if 

you are an individual, or you may have an attorney licensed to practice law in the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted pro hac vice, represent you.  However, if you are a 

partnership, corporation, trust, association, joint venture, other business organization, trust, 

trustee, legal representative, receiver, agency, governmental entity, municipality or other 

political subdivision, you must have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania or admitted pro hac vice represent you in this proceeding.  Unless you are an 

attorney, you may not represent someone else.   

 

9. That the parties must serve the undersigned Administrative Law Judges 

directly with a copy of any document that you file in this proceeding.  The undersigned ALJs may 

be served by email, via our legal assistants, Pam McNeal at pmcneal@pa.gov or Eric Ball at 

erball@pa.gov.  If you do not have access to email, you must serve us by mail, addressed to:  

 

Administrative Law Judges F. Joseph Brady and Alphonso Arnold III 

PA Public Utility Commission 

801 Market Street, 4th Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 

 

There is no need to follow email service by hard copy, until further notice.  If you send us any 

correspondence or document, you must send a copy to all other parties.  For your convenience, a 

copy of the Commission’s current service list of the parties to this proceeding is enclosed with this 

Order.  Please check the list for omissions or errors and contact us to make corrections. 

 

10. That the parties shall stipulate to any matters they reasonably can to 

expedite this proceeding, lessen the burden of time and expense in litigation on all parties and 

conserve precious administrative hearing resources.  52 Pa. Code §§ 5.232 and 5.234.  All 

mailto:pmcneal@pa.gov
mailto:erball@pa.gov
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stipulations entered into by the parties shall be reduced to writing, signed by the parties to be 

bound thereby, and moved into the record during the hearings in this case.  An exception to this 

requirement may occur when circumstances warrant.  If so, an oral presentation of a stipulation 

is permissible, if it is followed by a reduction to writing as herein directed. 

 

11. That the parties are to confer amongst themselves in an attempt to resolve 

all or some of the issues associated with this filing.  The parties are reminded it is the 

Commission’s policy to encourage settlements.  52 Pa. Code § 5.231(a).  The parties are strongly 

urged to seriously explore this possibility. All proposed settlements must be accompanied by 

statements in support of the settlement by all parties who are signatories to the settlement, as 

well as a proposed findings of fact section. 

 

 

Date:  February 20, 2026        /s/    

       F. Joseph Brady 

       Administrative Law Judge 

 

 

         /s/    

       Alphonso Arnold III 

       Administrative Law Judge 
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R-2025-3059523 - PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION v. UGI 

UTILITIES INC - GAS DIVISION 

 

MICHAEL SWERLING ESQUIRE 

LINDSAY BERKSTRESSER ESQUIRE 

UGI UTILITIES INC 

500 NORTH GULPH ROAD 

KING OF PRUSSIA PA  19406 

717-504-9925 

berkstresserl@ugicorp.com 

swerlingm@oneugi.com 

Accepts eService February 20, 2026 

 

DAVID MACGREGOR ESQUIRE 

GARRETT P LENT ESQUIRE 

POST & SCHELL PC 

17TH NORTH 2ND STREET  

12TH FLOOR 

HARRISBURG PA  17101-1601 

215-587-1197 

215-320-4879 

dmacgregor@postschell.com 

glent@postschell.com 

Served via eService February 20, 2026 

(Counsel for UGI Utilities, Inc) 

 

DEVIN T RYAN ESQUIRE 

ALICE WADE ESQUIRE 

POST AND SCHELL PC 

ONE OXFORD CENTRE 

301 GRANT STREET SUITE 3010 

PITTSBURGH PA  15219 

717.612.6052 

dryan@postschell.com 

alice.wade@postschell.com 

Accepts eService February 20, 2026 

(Counsel for UGI Utilities, Inc) 

  

mailto:berkstresserl@ugicorp.com
mailto:swerlingm@oneugi.com
mailto:dmacgregor@postschell.com
mailto:glent@postschell.com
mailto:dryan@postschell.com
mailto:alice.wade@postschell.com
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MICHAEL PODSKOCH ESQUIRE 

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY 

COMMISSION BUREAU OF  

INVESTIGATION & ENFORCEMENT 

400 NORTH STREET 

HARRISBURG PA  17120 

717-783-6151 

mpodskoch@pa.gov 

Accepts eService February 20, 2026 

 

CHRISTY APPLEBY ESQUIRE 

JACOB GUTHRIE ESQUIRE 

KATHERINE M KENNEDY ESQUIRE 

JOHNATHAN LONGHURST ESQUIRE 

CRYSTAL M ZOOK ESQUIRE 

OFFICE OF CONSUMER ADVOCATE 

555 WALNUT STREET 5TH FLOOR  

FORUM PLACE 

HARRISBURG PA  17101 

717-783-5048 

cappleby@paoca.org 

jguthrie@paoca.org 

kkennedy@paoca.org 

jlonghurst@paoca.org 

czook@paoca.org 

#C-2026-3060342 

Accepts eService February 20, 2026 

 

STEVEN C GRAY ESQUIRE 

OFFICE OF SMALL BUSINESS  

ADVOCATES 

FORUM PLACE 

555 WALNUT STREET 1ST FLOOR 

HARRISBURG PA  17101 

717-783-2831 

sgray@pa.gov 

#C-2026-3060353 

Served via email February 20, 2026 

  

mailto:mpodskoch@pa.gov
mailto:cappleby@paoca.org
mailto:jguthrie@paoca.org
mailto:kkennedy@paoca.org
mailto:jlonghurst@paoca.org
mailto:czook@paoca.org
mailto:sgray@pa.gov
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JOHN W SWEET ESQUIRE 

RIA M PEREIRA ESQUIRE 

ELIZABETH R MARX ESQUIRE 

LAUREN N BERMAN ESQUIRE 

LEVI PHILLIPS ESQUIRE 

PA UTILITY LAW PROJECT 

118 LOCUST STREET 

HARRISBURG PA  17101 

717.710.3825 

jsweet@pautilitylawproject.org 

rpereira@pautilitylawproject.org 

emarx@pautilitylawproject.org 

lberman@pautilitylawproject.org 

lphillips@pautilitylawproject.org 

#C-2026-3060448 

(Counsel for CAUSE-PA) 

Served via eService on February 20, 2026 

 

THOMAS J NAGIES 

236 S WEST ST 

CARLISLE PA  17013 

210-722-8608 

thomasnagies89@gmail.com 

#C-2026-3060116 

Accepts eService 

 

MUSTAFA KIRISCI 

5735 SNOWY ORCHID LANE 

ALLENTOWN PA  18104 

940-595-1995 

mustafakiriscic@gmail.com 

#C-2026-3060190 

Accepts eService February 20, 2026 

 

DANIEL J LUCE II 

8 VINE STREET 

DALLAS PA  18612 

570-574-0612 

luced1988@icloud.com 

#C-2026-3060290 

Accepts eService February 20, 2026 

  

mailto:jsweet@pautilitylawproject.org
mailto:rpereira@pautilitylawproject.org
mailto:emarx@pautilitylawproject.org
mailto:lberman@pautilitylawproject.org
mailto:lphillips@pautilitylawproject.org
mailto:thomasnagies89@gmail.com
mailto:mustafakiriscic@gmail.com
mailto:luced1988@icloud.com
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RIK BHATTACHARYYA 

310 CREST DRIVE 

CLARKS GREEN PA  18411 

412-495-5168 

rik.bt.66@gmail.com 

#C-2026-3060305 

Accepts eService February 20, 2026 

 

JOSH DURHAM 

128 SPOOK LN 

READING PA  19606 

919-607-5875 

joshuadurham67@gmail.com 

#C-2026-3060434 

Served via email February 20, 2026 

 

SERAFIMA ZHURAVSKA 

619 BYRAM STREET 

READING  PA  19606 

484-716-4872 

simonazhuravska@gmail.com 

#C-2026-3060439 

Served via email February 20, 2026 

 

ROBERTA ZEEK 

192 E THIRD ST 

WYOMING PA  18644 

570-908-9348 

robertazeek 913@gmail.com 

#C-2026-3060442 

Served via email February 20, 2026 

 

CASSANDRA PRICE 

36 PEACH LANE 

LANCASTER PA  17601 

610-741-4099 

CLPrice1995@comcast.net 

#C-2026-3060450 

Served via email February 20, 2026 

  

mailto:RIK.BT.66@GMAIL.COM
mailto:joshuadurham67@gmail.com
mailto:simonazhuravska@gmail.com
mailto:RobertaZeek%20913@gmail.com
mailto:CLPrice1995@comcast.net
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NATHAN BAHN 

36 PEACH LANE 

LANCASTER PA  17601 

717-676-3669 

Bahn.Nathan@gmail.com 

#C-2026-3060451 

Served via email 

 

ROBERT SPRADLEY JR 

165 E WYOMISSING AVE 

MOHNTON PA  19540 

484-845-8086 

rspradley.spradley@gmail.com 

#C-2026-3060452 

Served via email 

 

JOSEPH KOHLER 

589 NEW ROAD 

WELLSBORO PA  16901 

570-439-7199 

kohlerjd1@gmail.com 

#C-2026-3060526 

Accepts eService 

mailto:Bahn.Nathan@gmail.com
mailto:rspradley.spradley@gmail.com
mailto:kohlerjd1@gmail.com

