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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
March 3, 2026

Matthew L. Homsher, Secretary
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Re: Application of the Department of Transportation of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania for approval to upgrade the public at grade crossings by the installation of
new active traffic control devices where Mercer Street, Meadville, crosses at-grade the
tracks of Western New York & Pennsylvania Railroad DOT # 051 866 B and 262 782 N,
located in City of Meadville, Crawford County all in accordance with the Federal Grade
Crossing Program and the allocation of costs incident thereto.

Dear Secretary, Homsher:
Enclosed for filing, please find the Application of the Department of Transportation.

A copy of this Application and Exhibits has been served upon the parties in the Certificate
of Service to the Application by email.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by
: Mohammad
Mohammad ArghOShl Date: 2026.03.03 15:23:19

-05'00"
Mohammad A. Arghoshi
Grade Crossing Engineer
Engineering District 1-0
Department of Transportation

Attachments

cc: Parties of Record
Mark J. Chappell, P.E., Chief, Right-of-Way, Utilities & Grade Crossing Division
Robert Kopacz, Office of Chief Counsel
William M. Sinick, P.E., Supervisor, Rail Safety Engineering Section, PUC



BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Application of the Department of Transportation of Application
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for approval to Docket No.
upgrade the public at grade crossings by the

installation of new active traffic control devices Electronically Filed
where Mercer Street, Meadville, crosses at-grade the

tracks of Western New York & Pennsylvania

Railroad DOT # 051 866 B and 262 782 N, located in

City of Meadville, Crawford County all in

accordance with the Federal Grade Crossing

Program and the allocation of costs incident thereto.

APPLICATION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

Applicant, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation, files this
Application pursuant to the provisions of 66 Pa.C.S § 2702 and 52 Pa. Code § 5.13 for the alteration
of the public at grade where Mercer Street crosses tracks of Western New York & Pennsylvania
Railroad at DOT Number DOT # 051 866 B and 262 782 N, located in the City of Meadville,

Crawford County, as described below:

1. The name and address of Applicant are Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of
Transportation, Thomas J. McClelland, P.E., Assistant District Executive, Engineering District 1-

0, 255 Elm Street, Oil City, PA 16301.

2. The name and address of attorney for the Applicant are Elizabeth K. Rall, Assistant Counsel,
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation, Office of Chief Counsel, PO Box

8212, Harrisburg, PA 17105-8212.



3. The Applicant is an agency of Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, organized and existing under
the Administrative Code of 1929, 71 P.S. § 511, et seq. and generally 36 P.S. § 670 - 401 et seq.,
filing this Application on behalf of City of Meadville as evidenced by the resolution dated February

23, 2026 which is attached hereto and marked as Exhibit “A”.

4. The names and addresses of the persons, parties and entities concerned in, or affected by the
proposed construction, to the best of the Applicant’s knowledge, are shown in the certificate of
service. In addition to those served, the Applicant requests that the following also receive service

of all documents in this matter:

Mark Chappell P.E., Chief Robert Kopacz

Right of Way, Utilities & Grade Crossing Counsel for Applicant

Division Office of Chief Counsel

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
PO Box 3362 PO Box 8212

Harrisburg, PA 17105-3362 Harrisburg, PA 17105-8212
marchappel@pa.gov rkopacz@pa.gov

5. The Applicant is seeking approval for Western New York & Pennsylvania Railroad to alter the
subject crossing by the installation of new automatically operated flashing railroad warning signals
with gates, new circuitry and maintain existing railroad preemption with adjacent traffic signal

located in Mercer Street, City of Meadville, pursuant to the Federal Grade Crossing Program.

No | Highway/Street Name DOT No. | Municipality Device Type

1 Mercer Street 051 866B

Meadville

Complete traffic control devices installation: Install a 6'
x 6' house; PMD-4R redundant motion detector; two
flasher gates; and new LED flashers.

2 Mercer Street 262 782N

Meadville

Complete traffic control devices installation: Install a 6'
x 6' house; PMD-4R redundant motion detector; two
flasher gates; and new LED flashers.

A Location Map is attached hereto and marked as Exhibit “B”.



mailto:marchappel@pa.gov

6. The Applicant is aware of prior Public Utility Commission orders for these crossings at
Docket Number(s): A-00122605, A-00122064, A-00114138, A-00095725, and X-00762461.

7. The average daily traffic for Mercer Street in the City of Meadville at this crossing is.

No | Highway/Street Name DOT No AADT Percent of Trucks
1 | Mercer Street 051 866B 0033340 | 6
2 | Mercer Street 262 782N 000544 6

8. The estimated cost of the project described above is $951,312.00. The Applicant agrees to

reimburse 100% federal funds for its actual costs for this project in accordance with the Federal

Grade Crossing Program.

9. This project is necessary and proper for the safety and convenience of the public.

10. A conference of all parties of interest should be held to discuss the proposed project.

Wherefore, Applicant respectfully requests that the Public Utility Commission approve this

Application.

Dated:

Respectfully Submitted:

c 2026.03.02
T ST Gl 35 39.34 05700
Thomas J. McClelland, P.E.

Assistant District Executive-Design
Engineering District 1-0

Department of Transportation

255 Elm Street

Oil City, PA 16301

Phone: (814) 678-7081

Fax: (814) 678-7030
THMCCLELLA@pa.gov



mailto:THMCCLELLA@pa.gov

BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Application of the Department of Transportation of Application
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for approval to Docket No.
upgrade the public at grade crossings by the

installation of new active traffic control devices Electronically Filed
where Mercer Street, Meadville, crosses at-grade the

tracks of Western New York & Pennsylvania

Railroad DOT # 051 866 B and 262 782 N, located in

City of Meadville, Crawford County all in

accordance with the Federal Grade Crossing

Program and the allocation of costs incident thereto.

VERIFICATION

I, Mohammad Arghoshi, Grade Crossing Engineer, hereby state that the facts above set
forth are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief and that I expect to
be able to prove the same at a hearing held in this matter. I understand that the statements herein
are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. §4904 (relating to unsworn falsification to

authorities).

. Digitally signed by Mohammad
Mohammad Arghoshi Date: 2026.03.03 15:23:39

Date: 0500
Mohammad A. Arghoshi
Grade Crossing Engineer
Engineering District 1-0
Department of Transportation




BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Application of the Department of Transportation of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for approval to
upgrade the public at grade crossings by the installation
of new active traffic control devices where Mercer
Street, Meadville, crosses at-grade the tracks of
Western New York & Pennsylvania Railroad DOT #
051 866 B and 262 782 N, located in City of Meadville,
Crawford County all in accordance with the Federal
Grade Crossing Program and the allocation of costs
incident thereto.

Application
Docket No.

Electronically Filed

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this day served a true copy of the foregoing document upon the
participants listed below, in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54, by electronic

mail;

Corey Zeh, General Manager

AVP — Operations

Western New York & Pennsylvania Railroad
5769 Sweeteners Blvd

Lakeville, NY 14480

corey.zeh@lalrr.com

Maryann Menanno

City Manager / Chief Administrator
894 Diamond Park

Meadyville, PA 16335
mmenanno@cityofmeadville.org

Gregory Beveridge

Public Safety Director Crawford County, PA
632 Pine St, Meadyville, PA 16335

(814) 724-8110

gbeveridge@co.crawford.pa

Francis Weidersphan Jr, Chairman
Crawford County Board of Commissioners
903 Diamond Park

Meadyville, PA 16335
fweiderspahn@co.crawford.pa.us

Frank Duda

Meadville Area Sewer Authority
1320 Park Avenue

Meadville, PA 16335
fduda@zoominternet.net

Nathan Smerker

Pennsylvania Electric Company
2800 Pottsville Pike

P.O. Box 16001

Reading, PA 19640-0001
800-545-7741
nsmerker@firstenergycorp.com

Amie Steadman

Vernon Township Water Authority
16678 McMath Ave, Meadville, PA
16335, USA

(814) 332-0803
vitwa@vernontwp-pa.gov



https://www.crawfordcountypa.net/mntofc/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:nsmerker@firstenergycorp.com
mailto:vtwa@vernontwp-pa.gov

Claudia Wade

Crown Castle Fiber, LLC

2000 Corporate Drive
Canonsburg, PA 15317
877-486-9377
Claudia.wade@crowncastle.com

Roman Nekrasov
FirstLight Fiber, Inc.
Headquarters

12 Metro Park Road
Albany, NY 12205
800-461-4863
rnekrasov(@firstlight.net

Brent Wolfe

Windstream Pennsylvania, LLC

970 Market St, Meadville, PA 16335
(814) 333-1444

Brent.wolfe@windstream.com

Brand Bauer

National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation
826 Williamson Rd

Meadville, PA 16335

(814) 871-8200

bauerb@natfuel.com

Dated this 93 Day of March, 2026

Bev Styborski

Vernon Township Sewer Authority
16678 McMath Ave

Meadville, PA 16335

Main Office (814) 336-2550
vtsa@zoominternet.net

Shawn Kottwitz

Zito Media Communications, LL.C
894 Diamond Park

Meadville, PA 16335, USA

(814) 724-4852
Shawn.kottwitz@zitomedia.com

Robert Harrington

Meadville Area Water Authority
18160 Rogers Ferry Road
Meadville PA,16335
814-724-6057
rharrington@mawa.us

Ron Solti

Armstrong

160 Westview Drive
Meadville, PA, 16335
(877)277-5711
rsoltis@agoc.com

Digitally signed by
Mohammad

Date: 2026.03.03 15:23:53
-05'00"

Mohammad Arghoshi

Grade Crossing Engineer
Engineering District 1-0
Department of Transportation

Mohammad Arghoshi
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77 pennsylvania

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

February 2, 2026

Maryann Menanno

City Manager / Chief Administrator
894 Diamond Park Meadville

PA 16335

Re: Crawford County

City of Meaduville

AT-GRADE CROSSING

Grade Crossing - Section 130
Mercer Street, Meadville Pa
DOT # 051 866B and 262 782N
ECMS # 123781

Dear Ms. Menanno:

As you may be aware, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of
Transportation (the Department), is filing an application with the Pennsylvania Public
Utility Commission (PUC) for approval to upgrade the public at-grade crossing by
installing new active traffic control devices where Mercer Street, in the City of Meadville,
crosses the tracks of the Western New York & Pennsylvania Railroad (DOT #051 866B
and 262 782N), located in Crawford County.

This action is in accordance with the Section 130 Federal Rail Safety Program,
which provides 100 percent Federal funding for the construction of railroad warning
devices on public roads. The Railroad will seek reimbursement from the Department for
100 percent of the construction costs.

Please sign, date, and affix the City of Meaduville seal at the space provided on
this letter and return the original to the District office. Please also provide a resolution
agreeing to allow the Department to file this application on your behalf and authorizing
the Department to issue Notice to Proceed letters to the railroad for design and/or
construction. If a resolution is not provided it will be presumed that by signature, date,
and seal of this letter that you concur with these conditions and authority is granted, and
no resolution is necessary.

Engineering District 1-0
255 Elm Street | Oil City, PA 16301 | 814.678.7015 | www.penndot.pa.gov

Exhibit A
Page 1 of 5



M/i\/x &/ S / Q @ (Municipality Seal)

MunlCI ali Slgnature Date

As a result of this action, the Municipality will receive a copy of the application
that will be made by the Department to the PUC, which will then be followed by a letter
from the PUC advising of a subsequent field conference at the crossing. Should there
be any questions with regards to this matter, please contact Mohammad Arghoshi at
814.673.6117.

Sincerely,

Digrtally signed by Mohammad
Mohammad Arghoshi Date' 2026 02 02 12:10:55
-05'00*

Mohammad A. Arghoshi
Grade Crossing Engineer
Engineering District 1-0
Department of Transportation

Exhibit A
Page 2 of 5



City of Meadville, Crawford County, PA
Location Map
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894 DIAMOND PARK NNy PHONE 814-724-6000
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MEADVILLL, PA 16335 FAX 814-333-3353
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City of Meadyville

Pennsylvania

February 23, 2026

PennDOT District 1-0
Attn: Mohammad Arghoshi
255 Elm Street

Oil City, PA 16301

Dear Mr. Arghoshi:

Enclosed you will find the signed and dated letter regarding the application with the PUC for the new
warning devices for the railroad crossings in the City of Meadville. In addition to your documents, you
will find a Resolution prepared by the City and approved by Council.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at mmenannoggcitvotimeadville.org or (814) 333-3317 should you
require further information.

City| of Meadville

Exhibit A
Page 4 of 5
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CITY OF MEADVILLE

=

10 of 2026

Resolution No.

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MEADVILLE, MEADVILLE,
PENNSYLVANIA TO FILE AN APPLICATION IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION WITH THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION (PUC) FOR
APPROVAL TO INSTALL NEW WARNING DEVICES AT THE MERCER STREET RAILROAD

CROSSING.

RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Meadville,

That:
WHEREAS, safety for all on City streets is of the utmost importance to the City of Meadville, including, and

most especially, the railroad crossings; and
WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation is filing an application with the Pennsylvania Utility

Commission (PUC) for the approval to install new warning devices where Mercer Street cross, at-grade, the
tracks of Western New York & Pennsylvania Railroad (DOT #051 866B and 262 782N), located in the City of

Meadville, Crawford County; and
WHEREAS,; this action is in accordance with the Section 130 Federal Rail Safety Program, which provides 100

percent Federal funding for the construction of railroad warning devices on public roads; and

WHEREAS, the railroad will seek reimbursement from the Department of Transportation for 100 percent of the

construction costs.

ADOPTED this 23rd day of February, 2026, by the Council of the Cjty of Meadville, Pennsylvania

% 2——"“"*—-*»
BY: ATTEST: _| 7o)
M 'y7KMenanno, lwf@rim City Clerk

Jakgl Kinder, Mayor
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Mercer Street

City of Meadville, Crawford County, PA
DOT# 051 866 B & 262 782 N

Railroad: Western New York & Pennsylvania Railroad
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