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FORWARD

WPPSEF operates on a catendar year basis. This report summarizes the WPPSEF's

activities between Jlanuary 1 to December 31, 2019,

APPROVALS

The WPPSEF Board approved $964,031 to support eighteen (18) funding requests in 2019.

DISBURSEMENTS
The WPPSEF disbursed $860,813 to support twenty-five (25) projects in 2019.

YEAR END BALANCE
The WPPSEF had a net asset value of $28,315,459 as of December 31, 2019.

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

WPPSEF's administrative expenses were $439,881 in 2019. The core administrative

expense/ net asset value was 1.56%.
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INTRODUCTION

The West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund (WPPSEF) was established though the
West Penn Power (WPP) Company restructuring plan approved by the Pennsylvania
Public Utifities Commission {PA-PUC) on November 3, 1998. WPPSEF was incorporated on
May 3, 2000 and received its 501(c)(3} non-profit status on July 19, 2000.

The Fund entered its nineteenth year of operations in 2019. WPPSEF continually strives
to increase its visibility in the WPP service region and to provide technical and financial
support to clean energy projects that benefit the WPP ratepayer. WPPSEF funding is

focused on:

‘% Promoting the use of renewable and clean energy;
< Promoting energy conservation and energy efficiency; and

% Promoting the start-up, attraction, expansion, and retention of sustainable energy
businesses.

HIGHLIGHTS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

WPPSEF worked to identify new mission-aligned projects throughout 2019 white
providing guidance and oversight to its portfolio of existing projects. Selected highlights

and accomplishments are provided below.

2019 Request for Proposals

WPPSEF is constantly seeking to identify and support projects that are aligned with its
mission and provide benefit to the WPP ratepayer. As part of this process, WPPSEF

solicits project proposals through a request-for-proposals (RFP) process. The RFP was
released on September 4, 2018 and closed on January 16, 2019. A total of twenty-two

{22) proposals were submitted for funding consideration.
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Selected 2019 Project Highlights

Greater Washington County Food Bank. The Greater Washington County Food Bank
worked with the WPPSEF in 2019 to conduct a comprehensive energy audit on its Food
Bank located at 909 National Pike West near Brownsville, PA. The Food Bank wanted 1o
develop a better understanding of their electric use and identify cost-effective energy
efficiency upgrades that could be installed to reduce their operating costs. The audit
produced a series of recommendations that WPPSEF and the Food Bank started to
implement in 2019. The audit recommended upgrading the building lighting to LED,
installing a heat pump hot water heater, and to instali surge protection in the building to

address some power guality related issues.

SolarSense PA Il PSU, The WPPSEF committed to provide a $1,500,000 loan to support
the construction of a 2.0 MW solar ground mounted PV farm between Orchard Road and
next to Mount Nittany Medical Center in State College. WPPSEF worked with the
Alternative Energy Development Group, Sustainable Energy Fund, and Penn State to
develop the solar project. Penn State’s Office of the Physical Plant celebrated the

completion of the solar farm on October 18, 2019

63 Fraley Street, LLC. WPPSEF has funded the construction of new buildings and the
renovation of existing buildings to high performance building standards such as ENERGY
STAR, DOE Zero Energy Ready, Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED),
Living Building Chalienge, and Passive House standards. WPPSEF had a growing desire to
purchase and renovate its own building to gain additional experience in the development,
construction, operations, and community impact of a high-performance building. In 2019,
WPPSEF purchased a nominal 18,000 square foot vacant building located at 63 North
Fraley Street in Kane, PA. WPPSEF established a wholly owned subsidiary, 63 Fraley

Street, LLC for the purpose of renovating the building.
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The building was constructed during the 1887-1898 timeframe as a multi-use two-story
brick building. A third floor was added in the 1920's. At the time of WPPSEF purchase in
lune 2019, the vacant building needed urgent repair. Building renovations began in july
2019. In October 2019, the WPPEF board approved to rebuild the building to Passive
House EnerPHit standards. By the end of 2019, the building interior demolition was
completed, and a portion of the building rear exterior was removed. Moshier Studio in
Pittsburgh was selected to lead the Passive House EnerPHit design team and Envinity in
State College was selected to lead the rebuild in the field. The project renovation is

expected to take 24-30 months to complete.

Annual PA Public Utilities Commission Presentation

Pennsylvania sustainable energy funds delivered their annual presentation to the
Pennsylvania Public Utilities Commission and the Pennsylvania Sustainable Energy Board
on February 7, 2019. The presentation reviewed WPPSEF's activities in 2018 and

upcoming activities in 2019,

- FINANCIAL APPROVALS

The WPPSEF Board approved $964,031 to support eighteen {18) funding requests in 2019.

An itemized listing of these projects is provided in Table 1.
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FINANICAL DISBURSEMENTS

The WPPSEF disbursed $860,813 to support twenty-five (25) projects in 2019.

A sumrary of these financial disbursements is provided in Table 2.

WPPSEF disbursements are made using performance milestones for each project. These
milestones are unique to each project. Performance milestones may include, but are not
limited to, the following: securing power purchase agreements if needed, executing
agreements with contractors, receiving and installing project equipment and building

materials, and the submission of project reports and photographs.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The WPPSEF utilized the professional services of Horner, Wible & Terek PC to
independently conduct its 2019 annual audit. The WPPSEF fiscal year is based on the
calendar year. As of December 31, 2019, the WPPSEF had a net asset value of
$28,315,459. WPPSEF’s core administrative expense for the 2019 calendar year was
$439,881. The administrative expenses included the costs associated with its Fund
Administrator (Penn State} and the financial services provided by the Economic Growth
Connection of Westmoreland. The core administrative expense/ net asset value

percentage was 1.56%.
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BOARD ORGANIZATION

The WPPSEF administration consists of a seven-member board of directors that provides

" oversight to the Fund and an administrative staff that oversees the day-to-day

operations. All the board members serve on a volunteer basis.

WPPSEF Board of Directors

A\

\

v

\

\d

Alan Neuner, Chairperson
o Geisinger Health System

John Walliser, Vice Chairperson
o Pennsylvania Environmental Council

John Kline, Treasurer
o Standard Bank

lim Stark, Secretary
o Fayette County Community Action Agency

Rob Hosken,
o Building Performance Architecture

Ed Miller
o West Penn Power

Michele Ponchione
o Corelle Brands

WPPSEF Administrative Staff

Joel Morrison, The Pennsylvania State University, (University Park, PA). Mr. Morrison

serves as WPPSEF's Fund Administrator, which oversees the day-to-day operations of the

Fund. He'is assisted by Barbara Robuck {Marketing & Communications) and Elizabeth

Wood (Database Design/ Maintenance).
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James Smith, Economic Growth Connection of Westmoreland {Greensburg, PA). Mr.
Smith is the President & Chief Executive Officer of the Economic Growth Connection
(EGC) of Westmoreland. He is assisted by Greg Daigle (Business Development Officer)

and George App (Accounting).

WPPSEF Board Meetings
The WPPSEF board meetings and conference calls are scheduled at the beginning of each

calendar year. The Board calendar may be adjusted on an as-needed basis. A summary

of the 2019 WPPSEF Board meetings are presented below.

August 22, 2019
October 17, 2019
December 19, 2019

Board Meeting {York, PA}
Board Meeting {Benezette, PA)
Board Meeting {Charleroi, PA)

v" January 3, 2019 Board Meeting {Conference call)
v February 22, 2019 Board Meeting (Conference call}
v March 1, 2019 Board Meeting {Conference call}
v" April 1, 2019 Board Meeting (Conference call)
v April 10, 2019 Board Meeting (Electronic vote)
v Aril 25, 2019 Board Meeting (State.College)
v' June 7, 2019 Board Meeting (Eiectronic vote)
v June 20, 2019 ‘Board Meeting {New Kensington)
v

v

v
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TABLE 1. Project Related Financial Approvals - 2019

Qrganization Grant Loan Comments
Leg Up Farm 5140,000 50|Grant. Leg Up Farm construction to provide therapy to children with special needs
Tree Pittsburgh 515,000 $0|Grant. Funding for 8.5 DC kW roof mounted solar system on Tree Pittsburg office
Delmant Pubiic Library 540,000 50|Grant, Funding for new 4,150 square foot library with 34 kW solar and LED lighting
Greater Washington County Food Bank 515,000 S0[{Grant, Energy B Facilities energy assessment
Mid-Atlantic Bioenergy Council $9,500 $0{Grant. Sponsorship of 2019 Mid-Atlantic Bioenergy conference
Rostraver Publlic Library '$7,500 $0|Grant. Comprehensive energy audit
Historic Church of St Pater 565,000 50|Grant. Energy components for Brownsville Community Center new construction
lefferson Volunteer Fire Company $17,000 50| Grant. Interior LED lighting upgrades
PA Wilds Center for Entrepreneurship $131,992 50| Grant. Renovation of second floor at Laughing Ow| Press for PA Wilds Media Lab
Geisinger System Services 535,180 $0|Grant, Optimize air flow at Gray's Woods & Jersey Shore to reduce electricity use
Washington & Jefferson College 525,000 50| Grant. Installation of six electric vehicle charging stations
Keystone Energy Education Fund $5,000 50| Grant. Sponsorship of healthcare forum conference
Kane Area Coummunity Center 57,500 50| Grant. Comprehensive energy audit
Storyshop 521,000 $0|Grant. Video to showcase ReFarm Café at Windswept Farm construction
The Pennsylvania State University 510,000 $0|Grant, Sponsorship of Drawdown conference
Greater Washington County Faod Bank $21,700 S0[Grant. LED lighting upgrade, heat purnp hot water heater, and surge suppression
State College Community Land Trust $35,000 $0|Grant, Funding to provide energy efficiency improvements to 16 housing units
ReFarm Café at Windswept Farm 50 $362,659|Laan. Supplemental funding for farm-to-table restaurant built te LBCstandards
TOTAL $601,372 $362,659
GRAND TOTAL $964,031




TABLE 2. Project Related Disbursements - 2019

Year Fu Amount
Organtzation Cmnmhn:::t Expended Comement

Audubon Society of Westemn Pennsylvania 2015 $29,000|Grant- Fund}ng for 40 tpot WindSwRx wind power system at Succop Naturs Park barn
ReFarm Café at Windswept Farm 2017 5166,382|Loan. Farm-to-table restaurant built to Living Buikling Challenge standards

Green Building Alliance 2017 520,000 |Grant. Funding te provids technical and logistical suppan ta Penn5EF

SolarSense PA Il PSU, LLC 2017 5126,000 |Loan. Co-funding for a 2.0 solar PV farm st Orchard Road in State College

The Pennsylvania State University - New Kensington 2017 555,000 |Grant. Funding for New Kensington LaunchBox sustainable energy program
Camegme Lkhrary of Prtisburgh 2018 525,000 |Grant. Construction of Passiva House library in Carrick Neighborhoaod cof Pittsburgh
Kayslone Energy Effitienty Fund 2018 %10,500|Grant. Co-funding for KEEF's Moving to the Head of the Class school awards
Fayerte County G Action Agency 2018 $15,000|Grant. Funding for 50.7 DC kW roof solar system on Fairchance senior howsing
Wes! Qverton Village 2018 510,000|Grant. Energy efficiency upgrades at West Overton Village small bam distlllery
Washington & Jefferson College 2018 $11,400|Grant. Fund:ing for anergy efMidancy pukllc dutreach

Leg Up Farm 2019 $2,500|Grant. Leg Up Farm construction to provida therapy ta children with spacial needs
Mount Pleasant Library 2018 551,170 Grant. Co-funding for energy efficiency improvements

Dalmont Public Library 2018 $3,100|Grant. Construction assistanca for ENERGY STAR new construction design

Greater Washingten Counry Food Bank 2019 $15,000|Grant. Energy & Facilities energy assessment

mid-Atlantic Bipenergy Counctl 2013 59 500|Grant. Sponsorship of 2019 Mid-Atlantic Bioenergy conferance -

Rastraver Public Library 2019 . 57,500|Grant_ Comprehensive anergy audit

Historic Church af 5t, Pater 2019 $10,000 |Grant. Energy components for Brownsvllle Community Center naw construction
Jefferson Volunteer Fire C 2019 514,500 |Grant Interiar LED lighting upgrades

PA Wilds Centar for Entrepransurship 2019 535,000 [Grant. Rencvation of second floor at Laughing Owl Press for PA Wilds Madia Lab
Keysiane Energy Educazion Fund 2019 $5,00C |Grant. Sponsorship of healthcare forum conference

Kane Area Coummunty Center 2019 $7,500|Grant. Comprahanciva snergy audit

Sustainable Energy Fund 2018 $7,500|Grant. 2019 Energy Path conferenca spansorship
iStaryshop 2019 $6,000{Grant. Video Lo showtase ReFarm Café at Windswept Farm sonstruction

The Pennsvaanla State Universiy 2019 510,000 |Grant. 5, hip of Drawd farence

ReFarn Café at Windswepl Farm 2019 $208,261 |Loan. Supplemental funding for tarm-to-table restayrant built 1o LBC standards

GRAND TOTAE

$860,813




|

|

|

I

t

B e Bre () {

S8 FISWILY TO SEA

-
|
|
|

‘ed.

=& the Domestic

T of covar e

9589 0710 5270 3kL52 038L D2

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
oM

STATE GOLLEGE, PA 16801
FEB 28, 2028

r $21.40

RDC 03 $2324K504398-23

Retail

s 1Tl
1‘4

-

! emon L S e

; Tl TALY S 3 o4y ‘
b D S

L

UNITED STATES PRIORITY®
P POSTAL SERVICE » MAIL
‘ S0 M AT LSS come
FROM:
wWes—

FENY  Eversy sl
~OEL Mgk rsons

71 vy SeAMon T RUOE ~Syi TE LD

) ywiversty PRVE

ST (&uéé/’

- U
. cS;t.‘ 2 —ar V&
%UWSL/MM A S

Jafﬂm{w\/W@/&//é /7.?749”@;5?;/ g;;

YO0 NOETH S et

 —— .



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

