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FORWARD 

WPPSEF operates on a calendar year basis. This report summarizes the WPPSEF's 

activities between January 1 to December 31, 2019. 

APPROVALS 

The WPPSEF Board approved $964,031 to support eighteen (18) funding requests in 2019. 

DISBURSEMENTS 

The WPPSEF disbursed $860,813 to support twenty-five (25) projects in 2019. 

YEAR END BALANCE 

The WPPSEF had a net asset value of $28,315,459 as of December 31, 2019. 

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

WPPSEF's administrative expenses were $439,881 in 2019. The core administrative 

expense/ net asset value was 1.56%. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund (WPPSEF) was established though the 

West Penn Power (WPP) Company restructuring plan approved by the Pennsylvania 

Public Utilities Commission (PA-PUC) on November 3, 1998. WPPSEF was incorporated on 

May 3, 2000 and received its 501(c)(3) non-profit status on July 19, 2000. 

The Fund entered its nineteenth year of operations in 2019. WPPSEF continually strives 

to increase its visibility in the WPP service region and to provide technical and financial 

support to clean energy projects that benefit the WPP ratepayer. WPPSEF funding is 

focused on: 

: Promoting the use of renewable and clean energy; 

:• Promoting energy conservation and energy efticiency; and 

.• Promoting the start-up, attraction, expansion, and retention of sustainable energy 
businesses. 

HIGHLIGHTS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

WPPSEF worked to identify new mission-aligned projects throughout 2019 while 

providing guidance and oversight to its portfolio of existing projects. Selected highlights 

and accomplishments are provided below. 

2019 Request for Proposals 

WPPSEF is constantly seeking to identify and support projects that are aligned with its 

mission and provide benefit to the WPP ratepayer. As part of this process,. WPPSEF 

solicits project proposals through a request-for-proposals (RFP) process. The RFP was 

released on September 4, 2018 and closed on January 16, 2019. A total of twenty-two 

(22) proposals were submitted for funding consideration. 
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Selected 2019 Project Highlights 

Greater Washington County Food Bank. The Greater Washington County Food Bank 

worked with the WPPSEF in 2019 to conduct a comprehensive energy audit on its Food 

Bank located at 909 National Pike WesYnear Brownsville, PA. The Food Bank wanted to 

develop a better understanding of their electric use and identify cost-effective energy 

efficiency upgrades that could be installed to reduce their operating costs. The audit 

produced a series of recommendations that WPPSEF and the Food Bank started to 

implement in 2019. The audit recommended upgrading the building lighting to LED, 

in5talling a heat pump hot water heater, and to install surge protection in the building to 

address some power quality related issues. 

Solarsense PA II PSu. The WPPSEF committed to provide a$1,500,000 loan to support 

the construction of a 2.0 MW solar ground mounted Pv farm between Orchard Road and 

next to Mount Nittany Medical Center in State College. WPPSEF worked with the 

Alternative Energy Development Group, Sustaihable Energy Fund, and Penn State to 

develop the solar project. Penn State's Office of the Physical Plant celebrated the 

completion of the solar farm on October 18, 2019 

63 Fraley Street, LLC. WPPSEF has funded the construction of new buildings and the 

renovation of existing buildings to high performance building standards such as ENERGy 

STAR, DOE Zero Energy Ready, Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED), 

Living Building Challenge, and Passive House standards. WPPSEF had a growing desire to 

purchase and renovate its own building to gain additional experience in the development, 

construction, operations, and community impact of a high-performance building. In 2019, 

WPPSEF purchased a nominal 18,000 square foot vacant building located at 63 North 

Fraley Street in Kane, PA. WPPSEF established a wholly owned subsidiary, 63 Fraley 

Street, LLC for the purpose of renovating the building. 
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The building was constructed during the 1897-1898 timeframe as a multi-use two-story 

brick building. A third floor was added in the 1920's. At the time of WPPSEF purchase in 

june 2019, the vacant building needed urgent repair. Building renovations began in July 

2019. In October 2019, the WPPEF board approved to rebuild the building to Passive 

House EnerPHit standards. By the end of 2019, the building interior demolition was 

completed, and a portion of the building rear exterior was removed. Moshier Studio in 

Pittsburgh was selected to lead the Passive House EnerPHit design team and Envinity in 

State,College was selected to lead the rebuild in the field. The project renovation is 

expected to take 24-30 months to complete. 

Annual PA Public Utilities Commission Presentation 

Pennsylvania sustainable energy funds delivered their annual presentation to the 

Pennsylvania.Public Utilities Commission and the Pennsylvania Sustainable Energy Board 

on February 7, 2019. The presentation reviewed WPPSEF's activities in 2018 and 

upcoming activities in 2019. 

FINANCIAL APPROVALS 

The WPPSEF Board approved $964,031 to support eighteen (18) funding requests in 2019. 

An itemized listing of these projects is provided in Table 1. 
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FINANICAL DISBURSEMENTS 

The WPPSEF disbursed $860,813 to support twenty-five (25) projects in 2019. 

A summary of these financial disbursements is provided in Table 2. 

WPPSEF disbursements are made using performance milestones for each project. These 

milestones are unique to each project. Performance milestones may include, but are not 

limited to, the following: securing pbwer purchase agreements if needed, executing 

agreements with contractors, receiving and installing project equipment and building 

materials, and the submission of project reports and photographs. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

The WPPSEF utilized the professional services of Horner, Wible & Terek PC to 

independently conduct its 2019 annual audlt. The WPPSEF fiscal year is based on the 

calendar year. As of December 31, 2019, the WPPSEF had a net asset value of 

$28,315,459. WPPSEF's core administrative expense for the 2019 calendar year was 

$439,881. The administrative expenses included the costs associated with its Fund 

Administrator (Penn State) and the financial services provided by the Economic Growth 

Connection of Westmoreland. The core administrative expense/ net asset value 

percentage was 1.56%. 
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BOARD ORGANIZATION 

The WPPSEF administration consists of a seven-member board of directors that provides 

oversight to the Fund and an administrative staff that oversees the day-to-day 

operations. AII the board members serve on a volunteer basis. 

WPPSEF Board of Directors 

> Alan Neuner, Chairperson 
o Geisinger Health System 

?- John Walliser, Vice Chairperson 
o Pennsylvania Environmental Council 

•> John Kline, Treasurer 
o Standard Bank 

> Jim Stark, Secretary 
o Fayette County Community Action Agency 

> Rob Hosken, 
o Building Performance Architecture 

> Ed Miller 
o West Penn Power 

> Michele Ponchione 
o Corelle Brands 

WPPSEF Administrative Staff 

Joel Morrison, The Pennsylvania State University, (University Park, PA). Mr. Morrison 

serves as WPPSEF's Fund Administrator, which oversees the day-to-day operations of the 

Fund. He is assisted by Barbara Robuck (Marketing & Communicatlons) and Elizabeth 

Wood (Database Design/ Maintenance). 
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James Smith, Economic Growth Connection of Westmoreland (Greensburg, PA). Mr. 

Smith is the President & Chief Executive Otficer of the Economic Growth Connection 

(EGC) of Westmoreland. He is assisted by Greg Daigle (Business Development Officer) 

and George App (Accounting), 

WPPSEF Board Meetings 

The WPPSEF board meetings and conference calls are scheduled at the beginning of each 

calendar year. The Board calendar may be adjusted on an as-needed basis. A summary 

of the 2019 WPPSEF Board meetings are presented below. 

✓ January 3, 2019 Board Meeting (Conference call) 

✓ February 22, 2019 Board Meeting (Conference call) 

✓ March 1, 2019 Board Meeting (Conference call) 

✓ April 1, 2019 Board Meeting (Conference call) 

✓ April 10, 2019 Board Meeting (Electronic vote) 

✓ Aril 25, 2019 Board Meeting (State.College) 

✓ June 7, 2019 Board Meeting (Electronic vote) 

✓ June 20, 2019 Board Meeting (New Kensington) 

✓ August 22, 2019 Board Meeting (York, PA) 

✓ October 17, 2019 Board Meeting (Benezette, PA) 

✓ December 19, 2019 Board Meeting (Charleroi, PA) 
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Orgznizatlon Grart [nan Comrnerds 

TOTAL $601,372 $362,659 

GRAND TOTAL $964,031 
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Le9 Up Farm 

Tree Plltsburgh 

Delmont Public Library 

Greater Washington County Food Bank 

Mid-Atlantic Bioenergy Cuuncil 

Rostraver PuURc Library 

Historb Church of S[ Peter 

Jefferson Volunteer Fire Company 

PA Wilds Centerfor Entrepreneurship 

GeisingerSyStem Servlces 

Washington & Jefferson College 

Keystone En&rgy Educatbn Fund 

Kane Area CoummunHy Center 

Storyshop 

The Pennsylvania State University 

Greater Washington County Food Bank 

State College Community Land Trust 

ReFarm Caf€ at Windswept Farm 

Grznt Leg Up Farm construction to provide therapy to children with special needs 

Grant Funding for 8.5 DC kW roof mounted solar system on Tree Pittsburg offce 

Grent. Funding for new 4,150 square foot librarywith 34 kw solar and LED lighting 

Grant. Energy& Facilities energyassessment 

GrdnL Sponsorship of 2019 Mid-Atlantic Bioenergy conference 

Grent Comprehenscve energy audit 

Grard. Energy components for Brownsdlle Community Center new construction 

Grartt. Interior LED lighting upgrades 

Grant. Renovation of second floor at Laughing Owl Press for PA Wilds Medla Lab 

Grant. Optimize air flow at Gray's W oods & Jersey Shore to reduce electridty use 

Grarn.lnstallation of sia electric vehicle charging stadons 

Grent. Sponsorship of healthcare fomm conference 

Garm Comprehensive energy audit 

Grerrt Video to showcase ReFarm Cafe at Windswept Farm construction 

Greot. Sponsorship of Drawdown conference 

Grant LED lighting upgrade, heat pump hot water heater, and surge suppressian 

Graot. Funding to prodde energy efficlencyimprovements to 16 housing units 

Loan. Supplemental funtling for farm-fo-table restaurant bu11t to LBCstandards 

TABLE 1. Project Related Financial Approvals - 2019 



TABLE2. ProfectRelatedOkbursefReMt-1019 

YearFundlq 
fatunRnlerrc  

• meunt 
Esqended 

Drgarlbatbn Camment 

Audubon Soclelypf Wertem Pennsylvania 

RerarmCafeatWlndsweptFarm 

Green BulEing Alllance 

SolarSense VAIIVSU,LLC 

The Pennsylvania5tate Unlwnlry - New Rensington 

Camepie L,brary ofPibsburyh 

Keyslpne Eneryy Efluaienry Fund  

$29,000 GranL Funding fore0 foot WIndSGawlnd powersystem at Sucmp Natur<Park bem 

$166,382 Ipan.Farm-to-uble resteurentEuitlto Uving Builtling Challenge standards 

52o,IX10 Grant Fundingto pmvldetechnk'alanUlWlslkalsuVpontoPennSEF 

5116,000 Inan. Co-furEing for a].0 solar PV hrm et OaharE Road in State Callega 

Grant. Funding for Nex Kensinpon IaunchBox sutainable energy Program 

Grant Censlnrclion ofPasslve NousellbraryinCanlok Neighborhood ofPlttsbuRh 

Grant CnAroding for KEEF's Moving to the Read of the Oass school awarde 

2015 

201! 

aon 

S01) 

555,000 

525,000 

$t0,500 

201) 

2018 

3018 

Grant Funding for 50.) DC kW roof sobr fystem on Faischanoe senlor housing 

Granl. Energyeffrcienry upgradea at West Overlon Wlbge small bam EIsIIAary 

3018 

2018 

$IS,0W 

$1D,aao 

FayetteCounryCnmmuniryAclun µan[y 

Wesl Overlnn vlla9e 

Wzahington & leffenon Calkge Grant Fund'.ng Ior eneray eGidency puEllc oulrexch 2018 511p00 

E019 

3018 

52,500 

551,1)0 

Granl Leg Up Fami conslruclion lo pmvide thempp lo children •uith spechl neetls 

Grant Co-funAlog for eneryy efflclency improrements 

LeB Up Fami 

Mount Pleasant Llbrzry 

Delmont Public Library Grant Construttlon assistanceforENERGY STARnewconitmction design 2018 53,100 

GreaterWashington Counry Faod gank  $15,000  Grant.Energy & Facilities energyassessment 2019 

Grarrt. Sponsorship of 2019 Mld-Atbntlc 0loenergy oanferena' Mld-Atbmic8loenergyCounCl 59,500 1019 

Fo4caver Public Ubrary Granl Comprehensive enelgy auEn 2019 5i.500 

NlslpricChurchofSt.Peter Grant Energy mmponenn for Brvxnsvllle Community Cenler new conatnrctinn 3019 51U,o00 

lefferson VOlumeer FiR Company  51a,soo GrantlnteriprLEDlighUng upgrades 2019 

PA WildsCeMerfnrEmrepreneurship Grant Renpvation of secpnd 8oor at Iat4hing Osvl Press for PA W ilds Media lzb 2009 535,000 

2019 

2019 

2018 

Grant SponsorshiV of heelthole fomm mnlerence 

Gram. ComVrehenslvB energy audlt 

Grurt.3019 Energy Path mnferenre spunsorship 

55,000 Keystone EnelqyEduceuon Fund 

Rene Area Coummunily Cenler 

Suslainabk Eneryy Fund 

5),500 

5).500 

S6,00o GranLVidmlosEowose ReFarm CafgatWindsweplFarmconstru[tion SmryahoG ]019 

The PennryMnlaStafe Unlversny  510,000  Grant Sponsorshipof Drawdown conhrence 2019 

tpan.5uppkmenbl hnding forfarm-to-ubb restauranl buiN tu lgC sttndards ReFarn CaH et WmEsvrepl Feml 2019 5]0&261 

GRANDIOTAL $gfi0,913 
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