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SAMUEL W. CORTES 
Direct No: 610.458.4966 
Email: scortes@foxrothschild.com 

 
Eagleview Corporate Center 
747 Constitution Drive, Suite 100 
P.O. Box 673 
Exton, PA  19341 

 610.458.7500    610.458.7337 
WWW.FOXROTHSCHILD.COM

 
 

 

March 18, 2026 

 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
Matthew L. Homsher, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
mahomsher@pa.gov 
 
 
Re: Joint SEIA CCSA Motion for Admission Pro Hac Vice of  R. Taylor Speer And 
 Karen M. Kemerait 
 PA PUC - Docket Number: P-2026-3060298 
 
 
Dear Secretary Homsher: 
 
Please be advised that this office represents Solar Energy Industries Association and the 
Coalition for Community Solar Access (“SEIA” and “CCSA”), in the above-referenced action.  
Enclosed for electronic filing is a Motion for Admission Pro Hac Vice of R. Taylor Speer and 
Karen M. Kemerait. 
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If you have any questions with regard to this filing, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank 
you.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Samuel W Cortes 
 
SWC/tla 
Enclosure 
 

 

cc: (all w/encl.) 
 Kenneth M. Kulak, Esq.; Brooke E. McGlinn, Esq.  
 (via email: ken.kulak@morganlewis.com brooke.mcglinn@morganlewis.com) 
 Tori L. Giesler, Esq.; Angelina Umstead, Esq.  
 (via email: tgiesler@firstenergycorp.com; aumstead@firstenergycorp.com) 
 Elizabeth R. Marx, Esq.; Lauren N. Berman, Esq.; Ria M. Pereira, Esq.;   
 John W. Sweet, Esq.; Levi A. Phillips, Esq. 
 (via email: pulp@pautilitylawproject.org; emarx@pautilitylawproject.org 
 lberman@pautilitylawproject.org; rpereira@pautilitylawproject.org; 
 jsweet@pautilitylawproject.org;  
 Rebecca Lyttle, Esq. (via email: relyttle@pa.gov) 
 Steven C. Gray, Esq. (via email: sgray@pa.gov) 
 Harrison W. Breitman, Esq.; Katherine “Katie” Kennedy, Esq.; Olivia M. Spergel, Esq. 
 (via email: HBreitman@paoca.org; KKennedy@paoca.org; OSpergel@paoca.org)
  Melissa A Chapaska, Esq. (via email: machapaska@hmslegal.com) 
 Todd S. Stewart, Esq. (via email: tsstewart@hmslegal.com) 
 Susan E. Bruce, Esq.; Charis Mincavage, Esq.; Matthew Garber, Esq.; Rebecca Kimmel, 
 Esq. 
 (via email: sbruce@mcneeslaw.com; cmincavage@mcneeslaw.com)   
 mgarber@mcneeslaw.com; rkimmel@mcneeslaw.com) 
 Daniel B. Markind, Esq.; Mitchell H. Kizner, Esq. 
 (via email: Daniel.markind@flastergreenberg.com; 
 Mitchell.kizner@flastergreenberg.com)   
 Michael Gruin, Esq.; Donald Wagner, Esq.  
 (via email: Michael.gruin@stevenslee.com; Donald.wagner@stevenslee.com) 
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 Nicholas A. Stobbe, Esq. (via email: nicholas.stobbe@stevenslee.com) 
 Michael Gruin, Esq.; Donald Wagner, Esq. 
 (via email: Michael.gruin@stevenslee.com; Donald.wagner@stevenslee.com) 
 Whitney E. Snyder, Esq.; Erich W. Struble, Esq. 
 (via email: wesnyder@hmslegal.com ewstruble@hmslegal.com) 
 Administrative Law Judge Mark A. Hoyer; Administrative Law Juge Erin L. Gannon  
 (via email: mhoyer@pa.gov; egannon@pa.gov)  
 Colleen Kartychak, Esq.; Linda S. Kizuka, Esq.; Marsha D. Makel, Esq.) 
 (via email: colleen.kartychak@constellation.com; Linda.Kizuka@constellation.com  
 Marsha.Makel@constellation.com) 
 Allison C. Kaster, Esq. (via email: akaster@pa.gov) 
 John M. White, Esq. (via email: john.white@constellation.com) 
 Deanne M. O’Dell, Esq. (via email: dodell@eckertseamans.com) 
 Michael Gianantonio, Esq.; Robert F. Daley, Esq. 
 (via email: mgianantonio@peircelaw.com) 
 Aron J. Beatty, Esq.(via email: abeatty@duqlight.com) 
 Mitchell H. Kizner, Esq. (via email: mitchell.kizner@flastergreenberg.com) 
 Christopher O’Hara, Esq. (via email: christopher.ohara@pjm.com) 
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BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

 
Petition of FirstEnergy Pennsylvania 
Electric Company for Approval of its 
Default Service Program for the Period 
June 1, 2027 to May 31, 2031 

: 
: 
: 
: 

Docket No. P-2026-3060298 

 
NOTICE TO PLEAD 

 
Counsel of Record:  
 
You are hereby notified that the Solar Energy Industries Association (“SEIA”) and the Coalition 

for Community Solar Access (“CCSA”), has filed, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§ 5.103(a) and 

1.22(b), a Motion for Admission Pro Hac Vice (“Motion”) in the above-captioned proceeding. You 

may submit a response to the Motion within twenty (20) days pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 5.103(c). 

If no response is submitted, the presiding officer may rule on the Motion without a response from 

you. All pleadings, such as a response to the Motion, must be filed with the Secretary of the 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, with a copy served on the undersigned counsel for SEIA 

and CCSA, the Administrative Law Judges, and all other parties. 

Respectfully submitted,   

 

             
     Samuel W. Cortes (Atty No. 91494) 
     FOX ROTHSCHILD LLP 
     747 Constitution Drive, Suite 100 
     Exton, PA 19341 

Telephone: (610) 458-7500 
Email: scortes@foxrothschild.com 

 
Dated:  March 18, 2026   Counsel for SEIA and CCSA 
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BEFORE THE 

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
 

Petition of FirstEnergy Pennsylvania 
Electric Company for Approval of its 
Default Service Program for the Period 
June 1, 2027 to May 31, 2031 

: 
: 
: 
: 

Docket No. P-2026-3060298 

 
MOTION FOR ADMISSION PRO HAC VICE OF  

R. TAYLOR SPEER AND KAREN M. KEMERAIT 
 

Pursuant to the Rules of Administrative Practice and Procedure of the Pennsylvania Public 

Utility Commission (“Commission”), 52 Pa. Code § 1.22(b), and the Pennsylvania Bar Admission 

Rules, Samuel W. Cortes, Esq., an attorney in good standing and authorized to practice in the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, hereby moves for the admission pro hac vice of R. Taylor Speer, 

Esq. and Karen M. Kemerait, Esq. to appear and participate on behalf of the Solar Energy 

Industries Association (“SEIA”) and the Coalition for Community Solar Access (“CCSA”) in the 

above-captioned matter.  

The Verified Statements of Samuel W. Cortes, R. Taylor Speer, and Karen M. Kemerait are 

attached hereto and relied upon in support of this motion.   

I certify that copies of this motion and the attached Verified Statements have been served 

on all parties of record in the above-captioned matter, and a certificate of service is attached hereto. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Samuel W. Cortes 
PA Attorney I.D. No. 91494 
747 Constitution Drive 
Suite 100 
Exton, PA 19341 
Telephone: (610) 458-4966 
E-Mail: scortes@foxrothschild.com 

 
Dated: March 18, 2026    Counsel for SEIA and CCSA
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BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

 
Petition of FirstEnergy Pennsylvania 
Electric Company for Approval of its 
Default Service Program for the Period 
June 1, 2027 to May 31, 2031 

: 
: 
: 
: 

Docket No. P-2026-3060298 

 
 

VERIFIED STATEMENT OF R. TAYLOR SPEER 

 
I, R. Taylor Speer, submit the following verification pursuant to 231 Pa. Code § 1012.1 and 

in support of the motion filed by Samuel W. Cortes, Esq. for my admission pro hac vice in the 

above-captioned matter. I hereby state as follows: 

1. I am admitted to practice and am a member in good standing of the South Carolina 

State Bar (Attorney ID No. 100455) and the Florida State Bar (Attorney ID No. 0057427). 

2. I have never been suspended, disbarred, or otherwise disciplined in South Carolina 

or Florida, nor am I currently the subject of any proceedings for suspension, disbarment, or 

disciplinary action. 

3. I shall comply with and be bound by the applicable statutes, caselaw, and procedural 

rules of the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, including the Pennsylvania Rules of 

Professional Conduct and the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission Rules of Practice and 

Procedure. 

4. I shall submit to the jurisdiction of the Pennsylvania courts and the Pennsylvania 

Disciplinary Board with respect to acts and omissions occurring during my appearance in this 

matter. 

5. I have not previously been admitted pro hac vice before the Pennsylvania Public 

Utility Commission or any courts of record in Pennsylvania. 
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BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

 
Petition of FirstEnergy Pennsylvania 
Electric Company for Approval of its 
Default Service Program for the Period 
June 1, 2027 to May 31, 2031 
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VERIFIED STATEMENT OF KAREN M. KEMERAIT 

 
I, Karen M. Kemerait, submit the following verification pursuant to 231 Pa. Code § 1012.1 

and in support of the motion by Samuel W. Cortes for my admission pro hac vice in the above-

captioned matter. I hereby state as follows: 

1. I am admitted to practice and am a member in good standing of the North Carolina 

State Bar (Attorney ID No. 18270). 

2. I have never been suspended, disbarred, or otherwise disciplined in North Carolina, 

nor am I currently the subject of any proceedings for suspension, disbarment, or disciplinary 

action. 

3. I shall comply with and be bound by the applicable statutes, caselaw, and procedural 

rules of the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, including the Pennsylvania Rules of 

Professional Conduct and the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission Rules of Practice and 

Procedure. 

4. I shall submit to the jurisdiction of the Pennsylvania courts and the Pennsylvania 

Disciplinary Board with respect to acts and omissions occurring during my appearance in this 

matter. 

5. I have not previously been admitted pro hac vice before the Pennsylvania Public 

Utility Commission or any courts of record in Pennsylvania. 
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6. I consent to the appointment of Samuel W. Cortes, Esq. as the agent upon whom 

service of process shall be made for all actions, including disciplinary actions, which may arise 

out of my practice of law in this matter. 

7. It is my understanding that a pro hac vice appearance before the Commission is the 

equivalent of appearance before a special court as defined in 204 Pa. Code § 81.501(g). As such, 

a pro hac vice candidate's appearance in this proceeding pro hac vice does not require the payment 

of any fee to the Pennsylvania Interest on Lawyers' Trust Accounts Board ("IOLTA Board") 

pursuant to 204 Pa. Code § 81.505(c) or the filing of an informational form with the IOLTA Board 

pursuant to 204 Pa. Code § 81.503( c) and 204 Pa. Code § 81.504. I note that the website for IOLTA 

Board provides information that a payment form and payment of a pro hac vice fee to the IOLTA 

Board is not required for administrative agency proceedings.2 In the event that a payment form 

and admission is in fact required, I will promptly file the form and make the payment. 

8. I verify that the foregoing statement is true to the best of my knowledge, 

information and belief.  I understand that the statements are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. 

C.S. § 4904, relating to unsworn falsification to authorities. 

   
      Karen M. Kemerait 
      301 Hillsborough St. 
      Suite 1120 
      Raleigh, NC 27603 
      Telephone: (919) 703-2248 
      E-Mail: KKemerait@FoxRothschild.com 
 
Dated: March 18, 2026    Pro Hac Vice Candidate 
 

 
2 The “Frequently Asked Questions” on the IOLTA Board’s website provides: “Is a payment form and admission fee 
required for state agency appearances . . . .? No. The rule does not apply to administrative agency proceedings . . . .”    
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BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

 
Petition of FirstEnergy Pennsylvania 
Electric Company for Approval of its 
Default Service Program for the Period 
June 1, 2027 to May 31, 2031 

: 
: 
: 
: 
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VERIFIED STATEMENT OF SAMUEL W. CORTES 
 

I, Samuel W. Cortes, hereby state as follows: 

1. I am counsel for SEIA and CCSA in the above-captioned matter currently pending 

before the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

2. I am admitted to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and am in 

good standing with all courts and administrative agencies of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

3. In addition to my sponsorship of R. Taylor Speer and Karen M. Kemerait in this 

proceeding, I am acting as a sponsor of a candidate for pro hac vice admission in the Court of 

Common Pleas of Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

4. I have never been suspended, disbarred, or disciplined by any court or 

administrative agency, nor am I subject to any proceedings for suspension, disbarment, or 

disciplinary action. 

5. After reasonable investigation, I believe that R. Taylor Speer and Karen M. 

Kemerait, the candidates for admission pro hac vice before the Pennsylvania Public Utility 

Commission, are reputable and competent attorneys. 

6. I am in a position to recommend the admission pro hac vice of R. Taylor Speer and 

Karen M. Kemerait. 
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7. If there are any proceeds from the settlement of this matter, such proceeds shall be 

received, held, distributed and accounted for in accordance with Rule 1.15 of the Pennsylvania 

Rules of Professional Conduct, including the IOLTA provisions thereof, if applicable. 

8. I shall remain the attorney of record for this case, in accordance with the 

Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure. 

9. I verify that the foregoing statement is true to the best of my knowledge, 

information, and belief. I understand that the statements are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. 

C.S. § 4904, relating to unsworn falsification to authorities. 

 
      

_____________________________  
Samuel W. Cortes (Atty No. 91494) 
FOX ROTHSCHILD LLP 
747 Constitution Drive  
Suite 100 
Exton, PA 19341 
Telephone: (610) 458-7500 
E-Mail: SCortes@FoxRothschild.com 
 

Dated:  March 18, 2026   Counsel for SEIA and CCSA
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ORDER GRANTING MOTION FOR ADMISSION PRO HAC VICE OF 

R. TAYLOR SPEER AND KAREN M. KEMERAIT 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Upon consideration of the Motion for Admission Pro Hac Vice of R. Taylor Speer and 

Karen M. Kemerait, on this ___ of March, 2026, it is hereby 

ORDERED that the Motion is hereby GRANTED; and   

ORDERED that R. Taylor Speer and Karen M. Kemerait are admitted pro hac vice for 

the purposes of representing that the Solar Energy Industries Association and the Coalition for 

Community Solar Access in the above-captioned action. 

 
 

 _________________________ 
Administrative Law Judge 
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BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

 
Petition of FirstEnergy Pennsylvania Electric 
Company for Approval of its Default Service 
Program for the Period June 1, 2027 to May 31, 
2031 
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: 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that I have this day served a true copy of the foregoing document upon 

the parties listed below in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54 (relating to 

service by a party). 

Via Electronic Mail 

Kenneth M. Kulak, Esq.  
Brooke E. McGlinn, Esq.  
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP  
2222 Market Street  
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
ken.kulak@morganlewis.com 
brooke.mcglinn@morganlewis.com 
 
Counsel for FirstEnergy Pennsylvania 
Electric Company 

Tori L. Giesler, Esq.  
Angelina Umstead, Esq.  
FirstEnergy Service Company  
341 White Pond Drive  
Akron, OH 44320  
tgiesler@firstenergycorp.com 
aumstead@firstenergycorp.com 
 
Counsel for FirstEnergy Pennsylvania 
Electric Company 
 

Elizabeth R. Marx, Esq.  
Lauren N. Berman, Esq.  
Ria M. Pereira, Esq.  
John W. Sweet, Esq.  
Levi A. Phillips, Esq.  
Pennsylvania Utility Law Project  
118 Locust Street  
Harrisburg, PA 17101   
pulp@pautilitylawproject.org 
emarx@pautilitylawproject.org 
lberman@pautilitylawproject.org 
rpereira@pautilitylawproject.org; 
jsweet@pautilitylawproject.org;  
 
Counsel for CAUSE-PA 

Rebecca Lyttle, Esq.  
Assistant Small Business Advocate  
Office of Small Business Advocate  
Forum Place  
555 Walnut Street, 1st Floor  
Harrisburg, PA 17101  
relyttle@pa.gov 
 
Counsel for the  Office of Small Business 
Advocate 
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Steven C. Gray, Esq.  
Senior Attorney  
Assistant Small Business Advocate  
Office of Small Business Advocate Forum 
Place  
555 Walnut Street, 1st Floor  
Harrisburg, PA 17101  
sgray@pa.gov 
 
Counsel for The Office of Small Business 
Advocate 

Harrison W. Breitman, Esq.  
Katherine M. Kennedy, Esq.  
Olivia M. Spergel, Esq.  
Office of Consumer Advocate 
555 Walnut Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 
HBreitman@paoca.org  
OSpergel@paoca.org  
KKennedy@paoca.org  
 
 
Counsel for the Consumer Advocate 

Melissa A Chapaska, Esq,  
HMS Legal LLP  
501 Corporate Circle 
Suite 302  
Harrisburg, PA 17110  
 machapaska@hmslegal.com 
 
Counsel for Penn Renewables LLC 

Todd S. Stewart, Esq. 
HMS Legal LLP  
501 Corporate Circle, Suite 302  
Harrisburg, PA 17110  
tsstewart@hmslegal.com 
 
Counsel for Shipley Choice, LLC d/b/a 
Shipley Energy and Interstate Gas Supply, 
LLC d/b/a IGS Energy 

Susan E. Bruce, Esq.  
Charis Mincavage, Esq. 
Matthew Garber, Esq. 
Rebecca Kimmel, Esq.  
McNees Wallace & Nurick LLC  
100 Pine Street  
P.O. Box 1166  
Harrisburg, PA 17108 
sbruce@mcneeslaw.com 
cmincavage@mcneeslaw.com 
mgarber@mcneeslaw.com 
rkimmel@mcneeslaw.com 
 
Counsel for Industrial Customer Groups 

Daniel B. Markind, Esq.  
Mitchell H. Kizner, Esq. 
Flaster Greenberg, PC  
1717 Arch Street, Suite 3300  
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Daniel.markind@flastergreenberg.com 
Mitchell.kizner@flastergreenberg.com 
 
Counsel for Dimension PA 1 LLC 
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Michael Gruin, Esq.  
Donald Wagner, Esq.  
Stevens & Lee, P.C.  
17 N. 2nd St., 16th Fl.  
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
Michael.gruin@stevenslee.com 
Donald.wagner@stevenslee.com 
 
Counsel for WGL Energy Services, Inc. 
 

Nicholas A. Stobbe, Esq.  
Stevens & Lee, P.C.  
17 N. 2nd St., 16th Fl.  
Harrisburg, PA 17101 Tel. 
nicholas.stobbe@stevenslee.com 
 
Counsel for Customer-Generator Coalition 

Michael Gruin  
Donald Wagner  
Stevens & Lee, P.C.  
17 N. 2nd St., 16th Fl.  
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
Michael.gruin@stevenslee.com 
Donald.wagner@stevenslee.com 
 
Counsel for Town Square Energy East, LLC 

Whitney E. Snyder, Esq. 
Erich W. Struble, Esq. 
HMS Legal LLP  
501 Corporate Circle, Suite 302  
Harrisburg, PA 17110  
wesnyder@hmslegal.com 
ewstruble@hmslegal.com 
 
Counsel for the Pennsylvania State University 

Mark A. Hoyer 
Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge 
mhoyer@pa.gov 
  
Erin L. Gannon 
Administrative Law Juge  
egannon@pa.gov 

Colleen Kartychak, Esq.  
Linda S. Kizuka, Esq. 
Marsha D. Makel, Esq. 
Constellation Energy Generation, LLC  
1310 Point Street  
Baltimore, MD 21231 
colleen.kartychak@constellation.com 
linda.kizuka@constellation.com; 
Marsha.Makel@constellation.com 
 
Counsel for Constellation Energy Generation, 
LLC and Constellation NewEnergy, Inc. 

Allison C. Kaster, Esq.  
Director & Chief Prosecutor  
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement 
Commonwealth Keystone Building  
400 North Street  
Harrisburg, PA 17120  
akaster@pa.gov 
 
Counsel for PAPUC 

John M. White, Esq.  
Constellation Energy Generation, LLC  
101 Constitution Avenue, N.W. Suite 400 East 
Washington, DC 20001 
john.white@constellation.com   
 
Counsel for Constellation Energy Generation, 
LLC and Constellation NewEnergy, Inc. 
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Deanne M. O’Dell, Esq.  
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC  
213 Market Street, 8th Floor  
P.O. Box 1248  
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
dodell@eckertseamans.com  
 
Counsel for RESA and NRG Energy, Inc. 

Michael Gianantonio, Esq.  
Robert F. Daley, Esq.  
Robert Peirce & Associates, P.C.  
707 Grant Street Gulf Tower, Suite 125 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
mgianantonio@peircelaw.com  
 
Counsel for John Bevec and Sunrise Energy, 
LLC 

Aron J. Beatty, Esq.  
Duquesne Light Company  
800 North Third Street  
Harrisburg, PA 17402  
abeatty@duqlight.com  
 
Counsel for Duquesne Light 
 

Mitchell H. Kizner, Esq.  
Flaster Greenberg, PC  
Commerce Center  
1810 Chapel Avenue West  
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 
mitchell.kizner@flastergreenberg.com  
 
Counsel for Dimension 

Christopher O’Hara, Esq.  
PJM Interconnection LLC  
2750 Monroe Boulevard  
Audubon, PA 19403 
christopher.ohara@pjm.com  
 
Counsel for PJM 

 

         
 
       
            

Samuel W. Cortes (Atty No. 91494) 
FOX ROTHSCHILD LLP 
747 Constitution Drive, Suite 100 
Exton, PA 19341 
Tel. (610) 458-7500 
SCortes@FoxRothschild.com 

 
Dated:  March 18, 2026    Counsel for SEIA and CCSA 
     

 

 
 




