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VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Matthew L. Homsher, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street, 2nd Floor 
P.O. Box 3265 
Harrisburg, PA  17105-3265 

Re: Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, et al. v. National Fuel Gas Distribution 
Corporation 
Docket Nos. R-2025-3059428, et al. 
     

Dear Secretary Homsher: 

Enclosed for filing on behalf of National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation (“Distribution”), is 
the Affidavit of Donald Koch, with attachments, regarding compliance with public notice 
requirements in the above-referenced proceeding.  The Affidavit is filed pursuant to the 
Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 53.45(h) (regarding filing of an affidavit upon 
completion of notice requirements). 

Copies will be provided as indicated on the Certificate of Service.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Megan E. Rulli 

MER/sll 
Attachments 

cc: Honorable Katrina L. Dunderdale (via first-class mail; w/attachment) 
Certificate of Service 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been served upon the following 
persons, in the manner indicated, in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54 
(relating to service by a participant).   
 

VIA E-MAIL 
 
Scott B. Granger, Esquire 
Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement  
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street, 2nd Floor West 
P.O. Box 3265 
Harrisburg, PA  17105-3265 
E-mail: sgranger@pa.gov 
 
Joel H. Cheskis, Esquire  
Harrison W. Breitman, Esquire 
Ryan M. Morden, Esquire 
Olivia M. Spergel, Esquire 
Janna E. Williams, Esquire 
Crystal M. Zook, Esquire 
Office of Consumer Advocate 
555 Walnut Street 
Forum Place, 5th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA  17101-1923 
E-mail: JCheskis@paoca.org 
E-mail: HBreitman@paoca.org 
E-mail: RMorden@paoca.org 
E-mail: JWilliams@paoca.org 
E-mail: OSpergel@paoca.org 
E-mail: CZook@paoca.org 
E-mail: OCANFGBRC26@paoca.org 
 
Rebecca Lyttle, Esquire 
Office of Small Business Advocate  
555 Walnut Street 
Forum Place, 1st Floor 
Harrisburg, PA  17101 
E-mail: relyttle@pa.gov 
 
 
 

Joseph L. Vullo, Esquire 
Burke Vullo Reilly Roberts 
1460 Wyoming Avenue 
Forty Fort, PA 18704 
E-mail: jlvullo@bvrrlaw.com 
 
 
Levi A. Phillips, Esquire  
Ria M. Pereira, Esquire 
Elizabeth R. Marx, Esquire 
John W. Sweet, Esquire 
Lauren N. Berman, Esquire  
Pennsylvania Utility Law Project  
118 Locust Street  
Harrisburg, PA 17101  
E-mail: pulp@pautilitylawproject.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Date: March 24, 2026           ______________________________ 
            Megan E. Rulli 
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Bill Inserts  

  



 
To Our Customers:  
 
National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation (National Fuel or 
Company) is filing a request with the Pennsylvania Public 
Utility Commission (PUC) to increase your gas distribution 
rates as of March 29, 2026. This notice describes the 
Company’s rate request, the PUC’s role, and what actions 
you can take. 
 
The Company has requested a base rate increase of 
$19.7 million per year. This filing also includes a request 
for approval of the following alternative rate mechanisms 
in accordance with 66 Pa. C.S. § 1330: 1) Permanent 
Weather Normalization Adjustment; 2) Energy Efficiency 
(EE) pilot program for an additional $0.7 million per year 
to be recovered from residential customers through a 
separate rider. Additionally, the Company has proposed 
the reactivation of the OPEB rider I surcredit to refund $7.2 
million for customer bill relief. 
 
If the Company’s entire request is approved, the total bill for 
a residential customer using 80 ccf per month would increase 
from $83.49 to $90.28 per month, or by 8.1% including the 
proposed EE rider. From $83.49 to $88.44 per month, or by 
5.9% when including the proposed OPEB rider I surcredit 
extension.  
 
The total bill for a small commercial customer using 257 
ccf per month would increase from $189.24 to $201.21 per 
month or by 6.5%. From $189.24 to $198.11 per month, or 
by 5.1% when including the proposed OPEB rider I surcredit 
extension. 
 
The total bill for an intermediate volume industrial customer 
using 802 Mcf monthly would increase from $1,905.13 
to $2,039.29 per month, or by 7.0%. From $1,905.13 
to $1,984.36 per month, or by 4.2% when including the 
proposed OPEB rider I surcredit extension. 
 
To find out your customer class or how the requested 
increase may affect your gas bill, contact National Fuel at 
1-800-365-3234. The rates requested by the Company may 
be found in Supplement No. 294 to Tariff Gas - Pa. P.U.C. 
No. 9. You may examine the material filed with the PUC, 
which explains the requested increase and the reasons for it. 
A copy of this material is kept at National Fuel’s Consumer 
Assistance Centers. Upon request, the Company will 
send you a statement of reasons for Supplement No. 294 
explaining why the Company requested the rate increase. 
 
The state agency which approves rates for public utilities 
is the PUC. The PUC will examine the requested rate 
increase and can prevent existing rates from changing 
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until it investigates and/or holds hearings on the request. 
The Company must prove that the requested rates are 
reasonable. After examining the evidence, the PUC may 
grant all, some, or none of the request or may reduce existing 
rates.  
 
The PUC may change the amount of the rate increase or 
decrease requested by the utility for each customer class. 
As a result, the rate charged to you may be different than the 
rate requested by the Company and shown above.  
 
There are three ways to challenge a company’s request to 
change its rates:  
	  
1. You can file a formal complaint. If you want a 	
hearing before a judge, you must file a formal complaint. By 
filing a formal complaint, you assure yourself the opportunity 
to take part in hearings about the rate increase request.
All complaints should be filed with the PUC before March 
29, 2026. If no formal complaints are filed, the Commission 
may grant all, some or none of the request without holding a 
hearing before a judge.  
 
2. You can send us a letter explaining why you object to the 
requested rate increase. Sometimes there is information 
in these letters that makes us aware of problems with the 
Company’s service or management. This information can be 
helpful when we investigate the rate request.  
 
Send your letter or request for a formal complaint form to 
the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, Post Office Box 
3265, Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265.  
 
3. You can be a witness at a public input hearing. Public input 
hearings are held if the Commission opens an investigation 
of the company’s rate increase request and if there is a 
large number of customers interested in the case. At these 
hearings you have the opportunity to present your views in 
person to the PUC judge hearing the case and the Company 
representatives. All testimony given “under oath” becomes 
part of the official rate case record. These hearings are held 
in the service area of the Company.   
 
For more information, call the PUC at 1-800-692-7380. You 
may leave your name and address so you can be notified of 
any public input hearings that may be scheduled in this case.
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To Our Customers:

 National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation (National Fuel or 
Company) has filed a request with the Pennsylvania Public 
Utility Commission (PUC) to increase your gas transportation 
rates as of March 29, 2026.  This notice describes the 
Company’s rate request, the PUC’s role, and what actions 
you can take.

 
National Fuel’s Request 
 
The Company has requested a base rate increase of 
$19.7 million per year. This filing also includes a request 
for approval of the following alternative rate mechanisms 
in accordance with 66 Pa. C.S. § 1330: 1) Permanent 
Weather Normalization Adjustment; and 2) Energy Efficiency 
(“EE”) pilot program for an additional $0.7 million per year 
to be recovered from residential customers through a 
separate rider. Additionally, the Company has proposed 
the reactivation of the OPEB rider I surcredit to refund $7.2 
million for customer bill relief. If the Company’s request is 
approved, total bills will increase as follows: 

•	 For a monthly metered large commercial/public 
authority transportation customer using 371 Mcf per 
month an increase from $802.92 to $883.14 per 
month, or by 10.0%. From $802.92 to $835.26 per 
month, or by 4.0% when including the proposed 
OPEB rider I surcredit extension.

•	 For a monthly metered intermediate volume industrial 
customer using 772 Mcf per month an increase 
from $1,342.35 to $1,471.04 per month, or by 9.6%. 
From $1,342.35 to $1,421.59 per month, or by 5.9% 
when including the proposed OPEB rider I surcredit 
extension.

•	 For a large industrial daily metered transportation 
customer using 30,860 Mcf per month an increase 
from $20,586.28 to $22,572.54 per month, or by 
9.6%. From $20,586.28 to $21,117.41 per month, or 
by 2.6% when including the proposed OPEB rider I 
surcredit extension.

 
To find out your customer class or how the requested 
increase may affect your gas bill, contact National Fuel at 
1-800-551-5991. The rates we requested are in Supplement 
No. 294 to Tariff Gas - Pa. P.U.C. No. 9. You may examine 
the material filed with the PUC, which explains the requested 
increase and the reasons for it.  A copy of this material is kept 
at each of National Fuel’s Consumer Assistance Centers. 
Upon request, the Company will send you a statement 
of reasons for Supplement No. 294 explaining why the 
Company requested the rate increase.

	  

Transportation Customers
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The PUC’s Role

 
The state agency which approves rates for public utilities 
is the PUC.  The PUC will examine the requested rate 
increase and can prevent existing rates from changing 
until it investigates and/or holds hearings on the request.  
The Company must prove that the requested rates are 
reasonable.  After examining the evidence, the PUC may 
grant all, some, or none of the request or may reduce existing 
rates.

 
The PUC may change the amount of the rate increase 
requested by the utility for each customer class.  As a result, 
the rate charged to you may be different than the rate the 
Company requested.

 
Actions You Can Take

 
There are three ways to challenge a requested rate change:

1. 	 You can file a formal complaint.  If you want a 
hearing before a judge, you must file a formal complaint.  
By filing a formal complaint, you assure yourself the 
opportunity to take part in hearings about the rate 
increase request.  All complaints should be filed with the 
PUC before March 29, 2026   If no formal complaints are 
filed, the PUC may grant all, some or none of the request 
without holding a hearing before a judge. 
 
2. 	 You can send the PUC a letter telling why you 
object to the requested rate increase.  Sometimes 
there is information in these letters that makes the 
PUC aware of problems with the Company’s service or 
management.  This information can be helpful when the 
PUC investigates the rate request. 
 
Send your letter or request for a formal complaint form to 
the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, Post Office 
Box 3265, Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265. 
 
3. 	 You can be a witness at a public input hearing.  
Public input hearings are held if the PUC opens an 
investigation of the Company’s rate increase request 
and if there is a large number of customers interested in 
the case.  At these hearings you have the opportunity to 
present your views in person to the PUC judge hearing 
the case and the Company representatives.  All testimony 
given “under oath” becomes part of the official rate case 
record.  These hearings are held in the service area of the 
Company.
 

For more information call the PUC at 1-800-692-7380.  You 
may leave your name and address so you can be notified of 
any public input hearings that are scheduled in this case.

	                
National Fuel
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Clay Solada is shown in action for the Dutchmen during the boys’ 200 medley relay.

Jeff Schaut is shown in action for the Dutchmen during the boys’ 200 medley relay.

Beau Schreiber is shown in action for the Dutchmen during the boys’ 200 medley relay.

Milo Brem is shown in action for the Dutchmen during the boys’ 200 medley relay.

SMA swim teams split with Bradford on Senior Night

The seven senior members of the St. Marys Area girls’ 
and boys’ swim and dive teams were recognized during 
Senior Night festivities during Tuesday’s meet with Brad-
ford. Pictured are, front row, from left, Jeff Schaut, Clay 
Solada, and Milo Brem; and back row, Miracle Johnson, 
Olivia Condon, Anna Babcock, and Giuliana Muccio.

















A2  recordargusnews.com	 The Record-Argus	 Saturday-Sunday, January 31-February 1, 2026

LOTTERIES
Friday

PENNSYLVANIA
Day

DAILY................................................................................... 0-8-6
BIG FOUR........................................................................0-7-6-4 
TREASURE HUNT..................................................1-8-9-10-29

Night
DAILY................................................................................... 3-7-4 
BIG FOUR........................................................................0-5-3-0 
CASH 5.....................................................................5-9-17-23-27
MATCH 6....................................................... 13-16-20-25-41-43

OHIO
Day

PICK 3 .................................................................................. 1-5-5 
PICK 4 ...............................................................................3-8-2-0 

Night
PICK 3................................................................................... 9-6-3 
PICK 4................................................................................7-9-4-2 
ROLLING CASH 5..............................................6-23-27-33-34

Dow Jones....48,892.47....-179.09
S&P 500 .........6,939.03......-29.98	
NASDAQ.....23,461.82....-223.30

GOLD.............4,854.14....-526.02
SILVER................84.29......-31.57
OIL.......................65.74....... +0.32

NEW YORK (AP) — Fi-
nancial markets churned 
on Friday as investors tried 
to figure out what President 
Donald Trump’s new nomi-
nee to lead the Federal Reserve 
will mean for interest rates.

The value of the U.S. dol-
lar rallied, but only after 
swiveling a couple times 
following Trump’s nomi-
nation of Kevin Warsh. And 
some of the wildest action 
was again in precious metals 
markets, where gold and sil-
ver prices plunged follow-
ing their stellar runs over 
the last year.

Whoever leads the Fed 
has a big influence on the 
economy and markets 
worldwide by helping to 
dictate where the U.S. cen-
tral bank moves interest 
rates. Such decisions lift or 

weigh on prices for all kinds 
of investments, as the Fed 
tries to keep the U.S. job 
market humming without 
letting inflation get out of 
control. Trump has been 
pushing for lower interest 
rates, which usually help 
goose the economy but can 
also cause higher inflation.

A fear in financial markets 
has been that the Fed will lose 
some of its independence be-
cause of Trump. That fear in 
turn helped catapult the price 
of gold and weaken the U.S. 
dollar’s value over the last year.

The longtime assump-
tion has been that the Fed 
should operate separate-
ly from the rest of Wash-
ington so that it can make 
moves that are painful in 
the short term but neces-
sary for the long term. 

US stocks fall while a 
break in gold fever sends 

metals prices plunging

STOCKS

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump 
on Thursday threatened 
Canada with a 50% tariff 
on any aircraft sold in the 
U.S., the latest salvo in 
his trade war with Ameri-
ca’s northern neighbor as 
his feud with Prime Minister 
Mark Carney expands.

Trump’s threat posted 
on social media came af-
ter he threatened over the 
weekend to impose a 100% 
tariff on goods imported 
from Canada if it went for-
ward with a planned trade 
deal with China. But Trump’s 
threat did not come with 
any details about when he 
would impose the import 
taxes, as Canada had al-
ready struck a deal.

In Trump’s latest threat, 
the Republican president 
said he was retaliating 
against Canada for refusing 
to certify jets from Savan-
nah, Georgia-based Gulfst-
ream Aerospace.

Trump said the U.S., in 
return, would decertify all 
Canadian aircraft, includ-
ing planes from its largest 
aircraft maker, Bombar-
dier. “If, for any reason, 
this situation is not imme-
diately corrected, I am go-
ing to charge Canada a 50% 
Tariff on any and all Air-
craft sold into the United 
States of America,” Trump 
said in his post.

Trump said he is “hereby 
decertifying” the Bombar-
dier Global Express business 
jets. There are 150 Global 
Express aircraft in service 
registered in the U.S., op-
erated by 115 operators, ac-
cording to Cirium, the avia-
tion analytics company.

Bombardier and Gulfst-
ream are head-to-head ri-
vals, with the Global series 
battling for market share 
against Gulfstream’s latest 
models.

Bombardier said in a 
statement that it has taken 
note of the president’s post 

and is in contact with the 
Canadian government. The 
Montreal-based company 
said its aircraft are fully 
certified to Federal Avia-
tion Administration stan-
dards and it is expanding 
U.S operations.

“Thousands of private 
and civilian jets built in 
Canada fly in the U.S. every 
day. We hope this is quick-
ly resolved to avoid a sig-
nificant impact to air traffic 
and the flying public,” the 
company said.

Spokespeople for the Ca-
nadian government didn’t 
respond to messages seek-
ing comment Thursday 
evening.

John Gradek, who teach-
es aviation management 
at McGill University, said 
certification is about safe-
ty and it would be unprec-
edented to decertify for 
trade reasons.

“Certification is not triv-
ial. It is a very important 
step in getting planes to op-
erate safely,” Gradek said. 
“Somebody is not picking 
on the Gulfstream. Decer-
tification for trade reasons 
does not happen.”

Gradek said many Gulf-
streams have been certified 
for years in Canada.

“This is really a smoke-
screen that’s basically 
throwing up another red flag 
in the face of Mr. Carney,” 
Gradek said. “This is taking 
it to the extreme. This is a 
new salvo in the trade war.”

The U.S. Commerce De-
partment previously put 
duties on a Bombardier 
commercial passenger jet 
in 2017 during the first 
Trump administration, 
charging that the Canadi-
an company was selling the 
planes in America below 
cost. The U.S. said then 
that Bombardier used un-
fair government subsidies 
to sell jets at artificially low 
prices.

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Senate voted Friday to 
fund most of the govern-
ment through the end of 
September while carving out 
a temporary extension for 
Homeland Security funding, 
giving Congress two weeks 
to debate new restrictions 
on federal immigration raids 
across the country.

With a weekend shut-
down looming, President 
Donald Trump struck the 
spending deal with Senate 
Democrats on Thursday in 
the wake of the deaths of 
two protesters at the hands 
of federal agents in Minne-
apolis. Democrats said they 
would not vote for the larg-
er spending bill unless Con-
gress considers legislation 
to unmask agents, require 
more warrants and allow 
local authorities to help in-
vestigate any incidents.

“The nation is reaching 
a breaking point,” Senate 
Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer said after the vote. 
“The American people are 
demanding that Congress 
step up and force change.”

As lawmakers in both 
parties called for investiga-
tions into the fatal shootings, 
Trump said he didn’t want a 
shutdown and negotiated the 
rare deal with Schumer, his 
frequent adversary. Trump 
then encouraged members of 
both parties to cast a “much 
needed Bipartisan ‘YES’ vote.”

The bill passed 71-29 and 
will now head to the House, 
which is not due back until 
Monday. That means the 
government could be in a 
partial shutdown tempo-
rarily over the weekend un-
til they pass it.

Speaker Mike Johnson, 
who held a conference call 
Friday with GOP lawmak-
ers, said he expects the 
House to vote Monday eve-

ning. But what is uncertain 
is how much support there 
will be for the package.

Johnson’s right flank has 
signaled opposition to lim-
its on Homeland Security 
funds, leaving him reliant on 
Democrats who have their 
own objections to funding 
U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement without 
immediate restraints.

Two-week debate 
over ICE

It was unclear how in-
volved Trump will be in the 
negotiations over new re-
strictions on immigration 
arrests — or if Republicans 
and Democrats could find 
any points of compromise.

Senate Democrats will 
not support an extension of 
Homeland Security fund-
ing in two weeks “unless it 
reins in ICE and ends vio-
lence,” Schumer said. “If 
our colleagues are not will-
ing to enact real change, 
they should not expect 
Democratic votes.”

Similarly, House Demo-
cratic Leader Hakeem Jef-
fries told reporters that any 
change in the homeland 
bill needs to be “meaning-

ful and it needs to be trans-
formative.”

Absent “dramatic 
change,” Jeffries said, “Re-
publicans will get another 
shutdown.”

Senate Majority Leader 
John Thune, R-S.D., said 
the two sides will “sit down 
in good faith,” but it will be 
“really, really hard to get 
anything done,” especially in 
such a short amount of time.

“We’ll stay hopeful, but 
there are some pretty sig-
nificant differences of opin-
ion,” Thune said.
Democrats demand 

change
Irate Democrats have 

asked the White House to 
“end roving patrols” in cities 
and coordinate with local law 
enforcement on immigration 
arrests, including requiring 
tighter rules for warrants.

They also want an en-
forceable code of conduct 
so agents are held account-
able when they violate 
rules. Schumer said agents 
should be required to have 
“masks off, body cameras 
on” and carry proper iden-
tification, as is common 
practice in most law en-

forcement agencies.
Alex Pretti, a 37 year-old 

ICU nurse, was killed by a 
border patrol agent on Jan. 
24, two weeks after protest-
er Renee Good was killed 
by an ICE officer. Admin-
istration officials, including 
Homeland Security Secre-
tary Kristi Noem, originally 
said Pretti had aggressively 
approached officers, but 
multiple videos contradict-
ed that claim.

Republican
 pushback

The president’s con-
cessions to Democrats 
prompted pushback from 
some Senate Republicans, 
delaying the final votes 
and providing a preview 
of the coming debate over 
the next two weeks. In a 
fiery floor speech, Trump 
ally Sen. Lindsey Graham 
of South Carolina warned 
that Republicans should 
not give away too much.

“To the Republican par-
ty, where have you been?” 
Graham said, adding that 
ICE agents and Border Pa-
trol agents have been “slan-
dered and smeared.”

Several Republicans have 
said that if Democrats are 
going to push for restric-
tions on ICE, they will push 
for restrictions on so-called 
“sanctuary cities” that they 
say do not do enough to en-
force illegal immigration.

“There no way in hell we’re 
going to let Democrats knee 
cap law enforcement and stop 
deportations in exchange for 
funding DHS,” said Missou-
ri Sen. Eric Schmitt, R-Mo., 
ahead of the vote.

Still, some Republi-
cans said they believe that 
changes to ICE’s operations 
were necessary, even as they 
were unlikely to agree to all 
of the Democrats’ requests.

PORTLAND, Maine 
(AP) — The Farmers’ Al-
manac isn’t going out of 
business after all, but it 
is leaving Maine for the 
bright lights of New York 
City and a new owner.

Beloved by farmers 
and gardeners, the alma-
nac was first printed in 
1818 and — like the argu-
ably more famous Old 
Farmer’s Almanac — re-
lies on a secret formula of 
sunspots, planetary po-
sitions and lunar cycles 
to generate long-range 
weather forecasts.

It’s been acquired by 
Unofficial Networks, a 
digital publisher focused 
on skiing and outdoor 
recreation. That means 
the almanac will keep op-
erating despite announc-
ing in November that its 
208-year run was coming 
to an end.

A new Farmers’ Al-
manac website will be “a 
living, breathing publica-
tion with fresh, daily con-
tent” and there are plans 
to bring back a print edi-
tion, said Tim Konrad, 
founder and publisher of 
New York-based Unoffi-
cial Networks.

“I saw the announce-
ment that one of Ameri-
ca’s most enduring publi-
cations was set to close,” 
Konrad said, “and it felt 
wrong to stand by while 
an irreplaceable piece of 
our national heritage dis-
appeared.”

The deal will priori-
tize “preserving and sus-
taining the iconic pub-
lication,” according to a 
statement from Unoffi-
cial Networks and Peter 
Geiger, the almanac’s 
longtime publisher.

Senate passes Trump-backed 
government funding 

deal, sending to House

J. Scott Applewhite/AP

WASHINGTON — The Capitol is seen from the Russell Sen-
ate Office Building as lawmakers argue on whether to move 
forward with the spending legislation that funds the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, at the Capitol on Thursday.

Trump threatens 
Canada with 50% tariff 
on aircraft sold in US, 
expanding trade war

After 200 years, the 
Farmers’ Almanac 
bets on a digital 

reboot, new owner











Herald broadsheet • Blox 2026-0126jz ins6 BW • 2026_01_31_SHH_001_A

sharonherald.com	 THE HERALD | Sharon, Pa.	 Saturday, January 31, 2026 A-3

NEWS ROUNDUP
Full versions of these 

stories are available on The 
Herald’s website, sharonher-
ald.com.

Senate passes government 
funding despite backlash

WASHINGTON — The 
Senate voted Friday to 
fund most of the govern-
ment through the end of 
September after Presi-
dent Donald Trump made 
a deal with Democrats to 
carve out Homeland Se-
curity funding and allow 
Congress to debate new 
restrictions on federal im-
migration raids across the 
country.

With a weekend shut-
down looming, Trump 
made the rare deal with 
Senate Democrats on 
Thursday in the wake of 
the deaths of two protest-
ers at the hands of federal 
agents in Minneapolis. 
Under the agreement, the 
Homeland Security mon-
ey will continue at cur-
rent levels for two weeks 
while lawmakers consider 
Democratic demands to 
unmask agents, require 
more warrants and allow 
local authorities to help 
investigate any incidents.

The bill passed in a 71-
29 vote. It will now head 
to the House, which is not 
due back until Monday. 
That means the govern-
ment could be in a partial 
shutdown temporarily 
over the weekend until 
they pass it.

As lawmakers in 
both parties called for 
investigations into the 
fatal shootings by federal 
agents, Trump said he 
didn’t want a shutdown 
and encouraged members 
of both parties to cast a 
“much needed Bipartisan 
‘YES’ vote.”

The president’s con-
cessions to Democrats 
prompted pushback from 
some Senate Republicans, 
delaying the final votes 
and providing a preview 
of the coming debate over 
the next two weeks. In a 
fiery floor speech, Trump 
ally Sen. Lindsey Graham 
of South Carolina warned 
that Republicans should 
not give away too much.

“To the Republican par-
ty, where have you been?” 
Graham said, adding that 
Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement agents 
and Border Patrol agents 
have been “slandered and 
smeared.”

Still, some Republicans 
said they believe that 
changes to ICE’s opera-
tions were necessary, even 
as they were unlikely to 
agree to all of the Demo-
crats’ requests.
East Coast face arctic  
blast without power

BELZONI, Miss. — 
As tens of thousands of 
people endured nearly a 
week with no electricity, 
another storm loomed 
on the East Coast where 
residents braced for 
near-hurricane force 
winds, heavy snow and 
potential flooding.

More than 230,000 
homes and businesses 
were without electricity 
Friday, with the vast ma-
jority of those outages 
in Mississippi and Ten-
nessee, according to the 
outage tracking website 
poweroutage.us.

In Mississippi’s Lafay-
ette County, where about 
12,000 people were still 
without electricity mid-
day Friday, emergency 
management agency 
spokesperson Beau 
Moore said he knows not 
everyone will get power 
back before the cold hits.

“It’s a race against time 
to get it on for those we 
can get it on for,” Moore 
said.

Workers are attacking 
the project by ground and 
air. A video on the Ten-

nessee Valley Authority’s 
Facebook page shows 
a worker sitting on the 
skids of a hovering heli-
copter so they can repair 
a giant power structure.

Arctic air moving into 
the Southeast will cause 
already frigid tempera-
tures to plummet into the 
teens (minus 10 Celsius) 
on Friday night in cities 
like Nashville, Tennessee, 
where many still lacked 
power nearly a week after 
a massive storm dumped 
snow and ice across the 
eastern U.S., the National 
Weather Service said.

Forecasters say the 
subfreezing weather will 
persist in the eastern U.S. 
into February and there’s 
high chance of heavy 
snow in the Carolinas, 
Virginia and northeast 
Georgia this weekend, 
possibly up to a foot (30 
centimeters) in parts of 
North Carolina. Snow is 
also possible along the 
East Coast from Mary-
land to Maine.

On Saturday night and 
early Sunday, forecasters 
expect wind and snow 
that could lead to blizzard 
conditions before the 
storm starts to move to 
sea.

White House approves new 
$6.67B arms sales to Israel

WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration 
has approved a new arms 
sales package to Israel 
totaling $6.67 billion, in-
cluding 30 Apache attack 
helicopters and related 
equipment and weapons, 
as well as 3,250 light tac-
tical vehicles.

The State Department 
announced the four sep-
arate sales to Israel late 
Friday amid rising ten-
sions in the Middle East 
over the possibility of U.S. 
military strikes in Iran.

The sales also were 
announced as President 
Donald Trump pushes 
ahead with his ceasefire 
plan for Gaza that is 
intended to end the Is-
rael-Hamas conflict and 
reconstruct and redevelop 
the Palestinian territory 
after two years of war left 
it devastated, with tens of 
thousands dead.

The Apache helicopters, 
which will be equipped 
with rocket launchers and 
advanced targeting gear, 
are the biggest part of the 
total package, coming to 
$3.8 billion, according 
to the State Department, 
which notified Congress 
of its approval of the sales 
on Friday.

The next largest por-
tion is the light tactical 
vehicles, which will be 
used to move personnel 
and logistics “to extend 
lines of communication” 
for the Israel Defense 
Forces and will cost $1.98 
billion, it said.

Israel will spend an ad-
ditional $740 million on 
power packs for armored 
personnel carriers it has 
had in service since 2008, 
the department said. The 

remaining $150 million 
will be spent on a small 
but unreported number 
of light utility helicopters 
to complement similar 
equipment it already has, 
it said.

Huge cache of Epstein 
documents released

WASHINGTON — A 
huge new tranche of files 
on millionaire financier 
and sex offender Jeffrey 
Epstein released Friday 
revealed details of his 
communications with the 
wealthy and powerful, 
some not long before he 
died by suicide in 2019.

The Justice Depart-
ment said it was disclos-
ing more than 3 million 
pages of documents, 
as well as thousands of 
videos and photos, as re-
quired by a law passed by 
Congress. By Friday eve-
ning, more than 600,000 
documents had been pub-
lished online. Millions of 
files that prosecutors had 
identified as potentially 
subject to release under 
the law remain under 
wraps, however, drawing 
criticism from Democrats.

Here’s what we know 
so far about the files now 
being reviewed by a team 
of Associated Press re-
porters:

The documents show 
Epstein exchanged hun-
dreds of friendly texts 
with Steve Bannon, a top 
advisor to President Don-
ald Trump, some months 
before Epstein’s death.

They discussed politics, 
travel and a documentary 
Bannon was said to be 
planning that would help 
salvage Epstein’s reputa-
tion.

In March 2019, Bannon 
asked Epstein if he could 
supply his plane to pick 
him up in Rome.

A couple of months 
later, Epstein messaged 
to Bannon: “Now you can 
understand why trump 
wakes up in the middle of 
the night sweating when 
he hears you and I are 
friends.”

The context is unclear 
from the documents, 
which were released with 
many redactions and little 
clear organization.
8 inmates escape from 
rural Louisiana jail

LAKE PROVIDENCE, 
La. — Louisiana authori-
ties said Friday that eight 
inmates escaped from a 
rural jail, including some 
facing murder charges, 
setting off another man-
hunt in a state where bold 
jail breakouts over the 
past year have exposed 
security breakdowns.

Officials have not said 
how the escape unfolded 
in East Carroll Parish, 
an area of about 7,000 
residents along the state’s 
borders with Arkansas 
and Mississippi. The Lou-
isiana State Police said 
three of the inmates had 
been captured as of Fri-
day afternoon and that all 
were considered violent 

offenders.
“Do not approach un-

der any circumstances,” 
state police said in a 
statement posted to social 
media.

The inmates were re-
ported missing from the 
Riverbend Detention 
Center in Lake Provi-
dence around 1:20 a.m. 
Friday, according to state 
police.

Last year in Louisiana, 
10 inmates broke out of 
a New Orleans jail after 
crawling through a hole 
behind a toilet. It wasn’t 
until five months later 
that all of them were cap-
tured following a search 
that spanned multiple 
states.

In December, three in-
mates escaped from a dif-
ferent Louisiana jail after 
removing concrete blocks 
from a deteriorating wall.

Louisiana Attorney 
General Liz Murrill post-
ed on X that she had “of-
fered the full assistance of 
my office” and had been 
in contact with the local 
sheriff and president of 
the state’s sheriff ’s associ-
ation.

Mayors: immigration  
tactics could dent trust

WASHINGTON — 
Elizabeth Kautz says she 
now carries her passport 
around the Minneapolis 
suburb where she’s been 

the mayor since 1995.
“Those ICE agents don’t 

know that I’m the mayor 
of the city of Burnsville,” 
Kautz, a Republican who 
has occasionally diverted 
from the Trump admin-
istration’s views, said 
Wednesday as the United 
States Conference of May-
ors opened its meeting in 
Washington. “I could be 
coming out of a store and 
be harassed so I need to 
make sure that I have cre-
dentials on me.”

Her comments reflect-
ed a sense of frustration 
and exasperation hang-
ing over the gathering 
of mayors, which would 
typically be a venue for 
leaders to strategize over 
issues ranging from af-
fordable housing and 
transit to climate change 
and addressing urban 
violence.

But much of that was 
overshadowed by the 
fallout from the killing 
of Alex Jeffrey Pretti by 
two federal agents in 
Minneapolis on Saturday, 
reigniting a national de-
bate over the Trump ad-
ministration’s aggressive 
law enforcement tactics, 
which have often focused 
on cities.

“There has been no 
more urgent challenge 
facing all Americans these 
past few weeks than the 
chaos in Minnesota stem-
ming from an unprece-
dented surge in immigra-
tion enforcement,” said 
Oklahoma City Mayor 
David Holt, a Republican 
who is the conference’s 
president this year.

Multiple mayors said 
they appreciated Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s 
nod this week toward 
deescalating the federal 
government’s operation 
in Minnesota, adding 
that they agreed with the 
administration’s goal of 
deporting undocumented 
immigrants who have 
committed crimes.
Boat was carrying 7 people 
when it sank off Mass.

GLOUCESTER, Mass. 
— A commercial fishing 
vessel that was presumed 
to sink off the coast of 
Massachusetts on Friday 
was carrying a crew of 
seven people and the U.S. 
Coast Guard was expect-

ed to maintain a search 
for survivors around the 
clock.

The Coast Guard 
launched a search and 
rescue mission early 
Friday after receiving an 
alert from the 72-foot Lily 
Jean about 25 miles off 
Cape Ann. They located 
a debris field near where 
the alert was sent along 
with a body in the water.

“We will continue to 
search throughout the 
night with the cutter, 
hoping to find additional 
folks as we continue,” the 
Coast Guard’s Timothy 
Jones said, adding that 
the crew was “coming 
back full of fish” and may 
have had problems with 
their fishing gear that re-
quired them to return for 
repairs.

The Lily Jean, its cap-
tain, Gus Sanfilippo, and 
his crew were featured 
in a 2012 episode of the 
History Channel show 
“Nor’Easter Men.” San-
filippo is described as a 
fifth-generation commer-
cial fisherman, fishing 
out of Gloucester, Massa-
chusetts, in the Georges 
Bank. The crew is shown 
working in dangerous 
weather conditions for 
hours on end, spending 
as many as 10 days at 
sea on one trip fishing 
for haddock, lobster and 
flounder.

Gloucester is often 
described as America’s 
oldest working seaport, 
with a fishing industry 
that goes back more than 
400 years.

The city, where the real-
ity television show “Wick-
ed Tuna” about Atlantic 
bluefin tuna fishermen 
was based, has been the 
site of maritime tragedy 
over the years. Among 
them was the FV Andrea 
Gail, which went miss-
ing at sea in 1991. The 
loss of the Andrea Gail 
was the basis of the 1997 
book and 2000 movie 
“The Perfect Storm.” In 
another tragedy, four 
fishermen died when the 
Emmy Rose sank in 2020 
off Provincetown, Mas-
sachusetts. on its way to 
Gloucester.

AP file
With a partial government shutdown looming by week’s end, Senate Majority Lead-
er John Thune, R-S.D., speaks to reporters following a closed-door meeting with 
fellow Republicans on spending legislation that funds the Department of Homeland 
Security and a swath of other government agencies as the country reels from the 
deaths of two people at the hands of federal agents in Minneapolis, at the Capitol 
in Washington, Wednesday.

AP file
A person walks their dog in the snow after a storm in Portsmouth, N.H. Jan. 26.
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