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A DELAWARE LIMITED LIABILITY PARTNERSHIP 

 

April 15, 2026 

Via E-File  
Matthew L. Homsher, Secretary  
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17105 
 

Re: American Transmission Systems, Incorporated, Application for the 
Acquisition of Certain Real Property from The Cleveland Illuminating 
Company - Docket Nos. A-2026-3061170, G-2026-3061176  __ 

 
Dear Secretary Homsher: 
 

On behalf of American Transmission Systems, Incorporated and pursuant to the 
Commission’s letter dated March 19, 2026, enclosed please find the Affidavits of Publication for 
the above-referenced filing.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Courtney L. Schultz 

 
Encls. 
 
Cc:   Per Certificate of Service 
 

 

 

 



 

 

BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

 
APPLICATION OF AMERICAN 
TRANSMISSION SYSTEMS, 
INCORPORATED (“ATSI”) FOR 
EXPEDITED APPROVAL, PURSUANT 
TO 66 PA.C.S. §§ 1102(A)(3) AND 2102, 
OF ACQUISITION OF REAL 
PROPERTY FROM AFFILIATED 
INTEREST, CLEVELAND ELECTRIC 
ILLUMINATING COMPANY 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

 
 
Docket No.: A-2026-3061170 
 
 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I have this day served a true copy of the foregoing document upon 
the entities listed below in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. C.S. § 1.54 (relating to 
service by a participant) via email:

 
Darryl Lawrence 
Office of Consumer Advocate 
555 Walnut Street, 5th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 
dlawrence@paoca.org 
 
NazAarah Sabree 
Office of Small Business Advocate 
Suite 1102, Commerce Building 
300 North Second Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
Ra-sba@pa.gov  
 
Alison Kaster 
Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
P.O. Box 3265 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265 
akaster@pa.gov 
 
 

 
 
Paul Diskin, Director 
Darren Gill, Deputy Director 
Bureau of Technical Utility Services 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
pdiskin@pa.gov 
dgill@pa.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated: April 15, 2026 
 
/s/ Courtney L. Schultz    
Courtney L. Schultz, Esq. 
Devan McCarrie, Esq. 
Saul Ewing LLP 
Counsel for American Transmission 
Systems, Incorporated 





Herald broadsheet • Blox 2026-0210jz 6-col gray hdr • 2026_04_01_SHH_006_A

Wednesday 
April 1, 2026

Sharon, Pennsylvania	 A-6LIFELIFELIFE 

The term “Swiftie” may 
have started in the music 
world, but it’s now earn-
ing attention in academic 
circles. At Westminster 
College, professors Dr. 
Jamie Chapman and Dr. 
James Rhoads are ex-
ploring what it means to 
claim an identity that has 
become a global label for 
fans of pop star Taylor 
Swift.

Chapman, associate 
professor of sociology at 
Westminster, began the 
research in 2024 with 
support from Rhoads, 
political science professor 
and expert in Q meth-
odology, the research 
approach used in the 
study. The pair recently 
presented their findings 
at two academic con-
ferences: “What does it 
mean to be a ‘Swiftie’?” at 
the International Society 
for the Scientific Study of 
Subjectivity in Grenoble, 
France, and “Exploring 
the ‘Swiftie’ Social Iden-
tity: A Q-Methodology 
Study” at the Southwest 
Popular/American Cul-
ture in Albuquerque, 

N.M.
“The main findings 

of this project speak to 
the different ways that 
‘Swifties’ interact with 
and experience Swift’s 
music, as well as their 
own social identities,” 
Chapman said. “It is pow-
erful to acknowledge that, 
through her art, Swift’s 
willingness to explore her 
own traumas, disappoint-
ments, heartaches and 
love have given her fans 
reference points to com-
pare their own human ex-
periences.” The research 
challenges a common 
narrative about Swift’s 
songwriting. Participants 
pushed back against the 
idea that her music is pri-
marily crafted to embar-
rass her former partners 
through vindictive lyrics. 
Instead, many expressed 
frustrations with what 
they perceive as misogyny 
or bias against women in 
conversations with critics 
of the artist.

“The gender dynamics 
in the world of Taylor 
Swift are incredibly in-
teresting,” said Chapman. 

“More important than my 
gender, I feel as though 
the fact that I was fram-
ing discussions around 
Taylor Swift in positive 
and academically serious 
ways encouraged my par-
ticipants to share their 
thoughts freely, without 
worrying about being 
judged. The authenticity 
of these interactions is sa-
lient, especially given the 
finding in the research 
that ‘Swiftie’ fans often 
encounter blind rage or 
hate based on their love 
of the artist.”

To better understand 
these perspectives, the 
researchers used Q meth-
odology, a mixed-method 
approach designed to 
study subjective view-
points. The process in-
volves identifying useful 
statements and opinions, 
developing the Q set by 
narrowing down the list 
of potential statements 
to be used, asking partic-
ipants to rank each one 
and then analyzing the 
data to identify patterns 
and observations among 
participants.

“The study helps to illu-
minate how fans of Taylor 
Swift construct their fan 
identity and more gener-
ally, the power of Q meth-
odology to probe deeper 
into a subjective phenom-
enon,” said Rhoads.

Through conversations 
with participants, Chap-
man discovered that fans 
were eager to engage in 
thoughtful discussions 
that mirrored their own 
experiences with the 
Swift’s work.

“Through the emotional 
vulnerability she weaves 
into her music, Swift per-
petuates the idea that it is 
okay to be feminine and 
powerful,” said Chapman. 
“She gives listeners per-
mission to explore their 
strong emotions, instead 
of suppressing them to 
make other people feel 
comfortable. In the most 
extreme cases, her work 
also helps listeners pro-
cess their own trauma.”

That sense of connec-
tion extends beyond the 
music itself. Nearly 10 
million fans attended 
Swift’s nearly two-year-

long international Eras 
Tour. Taking inspiration 
from a Swift lyric, fans 
connected with one an-
other through friendship 
bracelets by making and 
trading them with each 
other at every stop world-
wide.

“In a social world per-
meated with devastating 
levels of loneliness, we 
could use more friendship 
bracelets,” said Chapman.

Following the project’s 
completion, Chapman 
was invited to submit her 
research for publication 
in the newly established 
Taylor Swift Studies Jour-
nal at Binghamton Uni-
versity in New York.

Chapman, who also 
serves as director of 

Westminster’s All-College 
Honors Program, joined 
the Westminster facul-
ty in 2014. She earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 
history and a master’s 
degree in social sciences 
from Edinboro University 
of Pennsylvania and her 
doctorate in sociology 
from the University of 
Akron.

Rhoads participates 
in several societies that 
study Q methodology and 
regularly presents at na-
tional and international 
conferences on Q meth-
odology. Rhoads, who 
joined the Westminster 
faculty in 1992, earned 
his undergraduate, mas-
ter’s and Ph.D. from Kent 
State University.

Herald staff

HERMITAGE — Organizers say this 
year’s Breakfast at Kitteny’s fundraiser 
was the most successful in the annual 
event’s history.

This latest event was held Saturday at 
the Avalon in Buhl Park in Hermitage 
and serves as the largest live fundraising 
event for Tails of Hope Inc. spay and neu-
ter clinic in Hermitage.

Breakfast at Kitteny’s offered partic-
ipants nine rounds of bingo, prizes and 
raffles, along with brunch.

Tails of Hope Executive Director 
Soraya Hejazi said more than 300 peo-
ple attended this year’s event, with more 
than 170 prizes and raffles won by partic-
ipants — with a total prize value of more 
than $24,000.

More than 50 sponsors helped make 

the event possible, with more than 
$35,000 raised to support Tails of Hope’s 
“lifesaving programs and mission,” Hejazi 
said.

“This is the highest net fundraising 
revenue for this event yet,” Hejazi said.

The special guest for the event was 
Scooter the Neutered Cat, the national 
“spokescat” for spaying and neutering. 
Scooter shared the message “it is hip to 
be snipped” and took photos with some 
of those present.

This latest event marked the fourth 
year in a row that tickets quickly sold out.

This year’s Breakfast at Kitteny’s saw 
such high attendance that organizers had 
to seek a larger venue, which led to the 
event being held at the Avalon.

FOR MORE INFO on Tails of Hope, visit tailsof-
hopewpa.org.

Dear Annie: My spouse 
and I chose to raise our 
kids in a neighborhood 
with excellent schools and 
a strong sense of commu-
nity. The downside is that 
it’s also a very affluent 
area, and many of the 
families around us are far 
wealthier than we are. We 
work hard and live com-
fortably enough, but we 
can’t provide the kinds of 
luxuries that some of our 
children’s friends take for 
granted — brand-name 
clothes, international 
vacations, new cars at 16 
and the latest electronics.

Lately, our kids have 
started acting embar-
rassed about what we 
can’t afford. They com-
plain that their friends 
have nicer things and 
sometimes act as if we’re 
failing them because we 
can’t keep up with the 
spending around us. It’s 
painful, because we’ve 
always tried to emphasize 
gratitude, responsibility 
and living within our 
means. We also worry 
that they’re losing sight of 
how fortunate they actu-
ally are.

I don’t want to dis-
miss their feelings, but I 
also don’t want to raise 
kids who think love and 
success are measured by 
material things. How can 
we help them develop 
a healthier perspective 
when they’re surrounded 
by so much wealth and 
comparison every day? — 
Feeling Outmatched

Dear Outmatched: 
Comparison is power-
ful, especially for kids 
surrounded by wealth. 
What your children are 
experiencing isn’t unusu-
al — but it doesn’t mean 
you’ve done anything 
wrong. As Theodore 
Roosevelt wisely said, 
“Comparison is the thief 
of joy.” Remind your kids 
(and yourself ) that mea-
suring life against others’ 
possessions only steals 
happiness.

Keep talking openly 
about your family’s values 
and the reasons behind 
your financial choices. 
Emphasize that character, 

kindness and responsi-
bility matter far more 
than status symbols. Over 
time, those lessons tend 
to stick, even if they roll 
their eyes now.

And 
remem-
ber, many 
parents 
with far 
more mon-
ey would 
gladly 
trade it for 
the kind of 
perspec-
tive you’re 
giving your 
children.

Dear 
Annie: I’m 
a compet-

itive athlete, and my life 
revolves around training, 
staying active and main-
taining a healthy lifestyle. 
I’ve recently fallen for a 
woman, and we have a 
lot in common — similar 
senses of humor, shared 
values, and she’s incred-
ibly kind. But there’s a 
problem: She’s not into 

physical activity at all. 
She doesn’t enjoy walking 
around the block, hiking 
or participating in the 
outdoor activities that are 
a big part of my life. Even 
casual things like biking 
on weekends feel like a 
chore for her.

I really like her, but I 
worry that our lifestyles 
are too different to be 
compatible long-term. I 
don’t want to pressure her 
into activities she dislikes, 
but I also can’t imagine 
giving up the physical 
side of my life that I love 
and rely on.

Is it possible to build a 
lasting relationship when 
your passions and daily 
habits are so different, or 
is this a sign that we’re 
not meant for each other? 
— Caught Between Heart 
and Sweat

Dear Heart and Sweat: 
It’s possible to make it 
work, but it requires com-
promise and respect. Cel-
ebrate the activities you 
love without making her 
feel guilty, and find small 

ways to share experiences 
she enjoys. A lasting rela-
tionship doesn’t require 
identical lifestyles, but 
both partners need to 
honor each other’s pas-
sions. If your core values 
align and you communi-
cate openly, differences 
in activity levels can be 
managed rather than a 
deal-breaker.

SEND YOUR QUESTIONS 
for Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

Associated Press

DEAR  
ANNIE
Annie Lane

Kids’ privilege has distorted their perspectives

A brain that needs studied: Westminster professors explore the life of a Swiftie

100s attend Breakfast at Kitteny’s eventVisitors had 
the chance 
to get pho-

tos taken 
with Scoot-
er the Neu-
tered Cat, 

the national 
“spokes-

cat” for 
spaying and 

neutering, 
during the 

annual 
Breakfast 

at Kitteny’s 
fundraiser 
for Tails of 

Hope Satur-
day at the 
Avalon in 

Buhl Park.

Contributed

APRIL 15TH

 1004 East Lake Rd.,  1004 East Lake Rd., 
Transfer, PATransfer, PA

724-962-1230724-962-1230          
djsgreenhouse.comdjsgreenhouse.com

Call For Hours

OPENING DAYOPENING DAY
APRIL 15THAPRIL 15TH

Succulent Garden
Wednesday, April 8, 2026 

6:00 - 7:00 PM 
$35 per person. Materials included.  

Reservations required.

Afternoon Tea
Saturday, April 11 

3:00 - 4:00 PM  
$40 per person. Sweets and Savories. 

Reservations required.
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• Skilled Nursing/
Rehabilitation

• Personal Care

• Memory Care
• Home Health Care
• Hospice Care

Visit www.ConcordiaLM.org to learn more.

Award-Winning:

Notice of Proposed Annual Change in Natural Gas Rates
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (Columbia) has filed a request with the Pennsylvania Public Utility
Commission (PUC) for an increase in your gas cost rates as of October 1, 2026. This notice describes
the Company’s rate request, the PUC’s role, and what actions you can take.

Columbia has requested a gas cost rate increase of $18.6million per year. If Columbia’s entire request
is approved, the total bill for a residential customer who purchases 70 therms of gas from Columbia
would increase from $149.60 to $152.93 per month or by 2.23%. The total bill for a commercial
customer purchasing 150 therms of gas from Columbia would increase from $257.91 to $265.03
per month or by 2.76%. Rates effective for an industrial customer purchasing 1,215 therms of gas
from Columbia per month would produce a bill increase from $1,698.63 to $1,756.31 per month or
by 3.40%.

The gas cost rates reflect the reconciliation of previous gas purchases and higher projected gas
purchase costs. While this rate increase will primarily affect the rates of those customers who
purchase their gas from Columbia, it may also have an impact on the rates of those customers who
purchase their gas from other natural gas suppliers under Choice® service. In accordance with PUC
regulations, Columbia is permitted to revise its gas cost rates on a quarterly basis, if the recalculated
rate differs from the rate that is finally determined in this case by more than two percent.

To find out how the requested increase might affect your gas bill, contact Columbia at
1-888-460-4332. You may examine the material filed with the PUC that explains the requested
increase and the reasons for it. A copy of this material is kept at Columbia’s office and is available on
Columbia’s website, columbiagaspa.com.

The state agency that approves rates for public utilities is the PUC. The PUC will examine the
requested rate increase and can prevent existing rates from changing until it investigates and/or
holds hearings on the request. The Company must prove that the requested rates are reasonable. In
accordance with PUC regulations, Columbia revises its purchased gas costs on a quarterly basis.
After examining the evidence, the PUC may grant all, some, or none of the request. The PUC may
change the amount of the rate increase requested by the utility for each customer class. As a result,
the rate charged to you may be different than the rate requested by the Company and shown above.

There are three ways to challenge a company’s request to change its rates:

1. You can file a formal complaint. If you want a hearing before a judge, you must file a formal
complaint. By filing a formal complaint, you assure yourself the opportunity to take part in hearings
about the rate increase request. All complaints should be filed as soon as possible. If no formal
complaints are filed, the Commission may grant all, some or none of the request without holding a
hearing before a judge.

2. You can send the PUC a letter telling why you object to the requested rate increase. Sometimes
there is information in these letters that makes the PUC aware of problems with the Company’s
service or management. This information can be helpful when the PUC investigates the rate request.
Send your letter or request for a formal complaint form to the Secretary of theCommission, 400North
Street, Harrisburg, PA 17120. Your letter or formal complaint can be filed electronically with the PUC.
Information regarding electronic filing is available at https://efiling.puc.pa.gov/.

3. You can be a witness at a public input hearing. Public input hearings are held if the Commission
opens an investigation of the Company’s rate increase request and if there is a large number of
customers interested in the case. At these hearings you have the opportunity to present your views
in person to the PUC judge hearing the case and the company representatives. All testimony given
“under oath” becomes part of the official rate case record. These hearings are usually held in the
service area of the company but may also be held virtually.

Formore information, call the PUC at 1-800-692-7380. Youmay leave your name and address so that
you can be notified of any hearings that may be scheduled in this case.

BP-43705915

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC
UTILITY COMMISSION

NOTICE TO BE PUBLISHED
APPLICATION OF AMERICAN TRANSMISSION SYSTEMS,
INCORPORATED FOR EXPEDITED APPROVAL, PURSUANT TO 66 PA.C.S.
§§ 1102(A)(3) AND 2102, OF ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY FROM
AFFILIATED INTEREST, CLEVELAND ELECTRIC ILLUMINATING COMPANY
Docket Number: A-2026-3061170, G-2026-3061176
Formal protests and petitions to intervene must be filed in accordance with
Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Code, on or before April 20, 2026. All filings must
be made with the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission,
400 North Street, 2nd Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17120, with a copy served on the
Applicant. The documents filed in support of the Application are available ONLY
online for inspection and copying on the Commission’s website at www.puc.
pa.gov, and at the Applicant’s business address. ALL Parties to proceedings
pending before the Commission must open and use an e-filing account through
the Commission’s website at www.puc.pa.gov or you may submit the filing by
overnight delivery to: Secretary, Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, 400
North Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120. If a filing contains confidential or
proprietary material, the filing is required to be submitted by overnight delivery.
Large filings containing confidential or proprietary material may be submitted
through the Commission’s SharePoint File system with advanced notice to the
Commission prior to submittal.
Applicants: American Transmission Systems, Incorporated, 341 White Pond
Drive, Akron, Ohio 44320
Through and By Counsel for: Tori L. Giesler, Esquire, FirstEnergy Service
Company, 341 White Pond Drive, Akron, OH 44320, Phone: (717) 490-3292,
tgiesler@firstenergycorp.com
Courtney L. Schultz, Esquire, Devan A. McCarrie, Esquire, Saul Ewing LLP.,
1735 Market Street, Suite 3400, Philadelphia, PA 19103, Phone: (215)972-
7717, Courtney.shultz@saul.com, Devan.mccarrie@saul.com

BY THE COMMISSION

Matthew L. Homsher
Secretary

As winter loosens its
grip and the world begins
to get green again, spring
brings a sense of renewal
– not just for people, but
for our pets as well.
Nature wakes up with

fresh shoots, tender
herbs, and cleansing
plants that have long
been associated with
gentle detoxification. For
dogs and cats, this sea-
son offers a perfect op-
portunity to support the
body’s natural processes
of clearing waste, re-
freshing the skin and
coat, and boosting overall
vitality. A spring detox
doesn’t mean harsh
cleanses or extreme di-
ets; instead, it’s about
aligningwithwhatnature
already provides and of-
fering safe, nourishing
support.

Why spring is the
ideal detox season

In the wild, spring is
the time when animals
naturally shed, move
more, and graze on new
growth. Their bodies shift
out of winter’s slower
metabolism and into a
more active, cleansing
rhythm. Pets living in-
doors may not follow
thesepatterns as dramat-
ically as those that live
outdoors, but their bodies
still respond to seasonal
changes. Supporting gen-
tle detoxification in
spring helps:

h Support liver and
kidney functions

h Improve skin and
coat health

h Reduce sluggishness
h Support digestion
h Clear out the effects

of winter inactivity
Spring detoxing is not

about “flushing” the body
– it’s about nourishing
the organs that function
to do the work.

Spring herbs that
support natural
detoxification

Nature’s first plants of
spring are often the ones
traditionally used to sup-
port cleansing. These
herbs have been part of
natural wellness for gen-
erations.

1. My favorite spring
detox is dandelion leaf/
root
Dandelion is one of

spring’s earliest gifts. The
leavesare rich inminerals
and support healthy hy-
dration and kidney func-
tion. The root has been
traditionally used to sup-
port the liver. For pets,
small amounts of dried or
fresh dandelion (pre-
pared safely and in mod-
eration) can be a gentle
seasonal boost.

2. Nettle
Stinging nettle emerg-

es in early spring and has
long been valued for its
nutrient density. It’s rich
in chlorophyll, vitamins,
and minerals. Tradition-
ally, nettle has been used
to support skin health
and natural detox path-
ways. When dried or
cooked properly, it can be
incorporated into pet-
safe herbal blends.

3. Burdock Root

Burdock pushes up
strong shoots in spring
and has been used for
centuries to support the
skin and liver. It’s known
for its grounding, nour-
ishing qualities. In small,
prepared amounts, bur-
dock root can be part of a
gentle seasonal cleanse.

4. Parsley
Parsley is a familiar

kitchen herb that also ap-
pears early in the growing
season. It’s traditionally
used to support fresh
breath, digestion, and
kidney function. A small
sprinkle of fresh parsley
can be a simple spring-
time addition for many
pets.

Spring foods that
help the body reset

Food is one of the saf-
est and most natural
ways to support gentle
detoxification. Many
spring foods are naturally
hydrating, rich in antioxi-
dants, and supportive of
digestion.

1. Fresh greens
Spring greens– like ro-

maine, spinach, or pet-
safe microgreens – are
full of chlorophyll and fi-
ber. For dogs, finely
chopped greens can be
mixed into meals. Cats
may enjoy small amounts
of wheatgrass or cat
grass, which supports di-
gestion and hairball con-
trol.

2. Blueberries
Though not strictly a

spring plant, blueberries
are antioxidant power-
houses that help the body
manage oxidative stress.
A few fresh or frozen ber-
ries can be a bright,
cleansing treat for dogs.

Cats may enjoy them
blended into a small pu-
ree.

3. Pumpkin or squash
These foods support

healthy digestion and
help the body eliminate
waste more efficiently. A
spoonful added to meals
can help pets transition
smoothly into spring.

4. Bone broth
Hydration is essential

for natural detoxification.
Bone broth provides
moisture, minerals, and
gentle nourishment. It
can help support diges-
tion and encourage picky
pets to drink more.

Supplements that
support gentle detox

While food and herbs
are foundational, certain
supplements can com-
plement a spring detox.

1. Milk thistle
Milk thistle has long

beenused to support liver
health. It’s often included
in gentle seasonal detox
blends for pets. Always
use pet-specific formula-
tions and follow general
guidance.

2. Probiotics and mi-
crobiome support for GI
health
A healthy gut supports

the body’s natural detox
pathways. Spring is a

great time to refresh the
microbiome with a pet-
appropriate probiotic.

3. Omega-3 fatty ac-
ids
Omega-3s support

skin, coat, and inflamma-
tion balance. As pets
shed winter coats, these
nutrients help the body
transition smoothly. Pets
thrive with diets rich in
healthy fats – this means
a variety of animal fat
sources which have been
raised outdoors, organi-
cally, feeding on grass.

Nature’s springtime
message

Spring is a season of
renewal, and pets feel
this shift just as we do.
The plants that emerge
first – dandelion, nettle,
burdock – are nature’s

way of offering gentle
cleansing and nourish-
ment. By incorporating
fresh foods, seasonal
herbs, and supportive
supplements, you can
help your dog or cat move
into spring with energy,
comfort, and vitality.
A spring detox isn’t a

strict regimen – it’s a cel-
ebration of the season
and a way to honor your
pet’s natural body
rhythms.

Dr. Cynthia Maro is a
veterinarian at the Ell-
wood Animal Hospital in
Ellwood City and the
Chippewa Animal Hospi-
tal in Chippewa Town-
ship. Shewrites a biweek-
ly column on pet care and
health issues. If you have
a topic you’d like to have
addressed, email ell-
woodvet@msn.com.

Spring is the best time to detox your pet’s body naturally

Pet Care
Dr. Cynthia Maro

Guest columnist

Sen. Cory Booker said the Democratic Party has
“failed this moment” in an interview, urging the left to
supportnew leadership to temper thenation’s deepdi-
vides.
Speaking to NBC News’ “Meet the Press” on

March 29, theNewJerseyDemocrat promotedhis new
book, “Stand,” in which he wrote that the Democratic
Party has stumbled in issuing “purity tests” for its
members. Booker argued those have created a coali-
tion that is “too small to make a big change.”
“I’m proud of so many things that my Democratic

colleagues are doing, but as a whole, our party has
failed this moment,” Booker said.

Expanding on that passage in his
book, the lawmaker told host Kristen
Welker that Democrats must have a
“generational renewal” in order to
bridge stark partisanship.
“This is one of our biggest crises. It is

time for a new vision of our country
that’s far more uniting, that brings peo-

ple together, doesn’t deepen divides,” Booker said. “I
really believe this is a timewherewe need new leader-
ship, new moral imagination, to pull our country to-
gether.”
Booker added that the Democratic Party’s chal-

lenges are larger thanPresidentDonaldTrumpandhis
administration, which the party, and Booker, have ar-
dently opposed. Booker delivered amarathon 25-hour

speech on the Senate floor in 2025 protesting the
president and channeling Democratic frustrations
with the administration’s policies.
“He shouldn’t be themain character of ournarrative

right now,” Booker said in the interview.
“We have real challenges from new technologies,

likeAI and robotics, newchallenges thatweneedmore
unity in our country, and a reminder that we are not
each other’s enemies, and in fact, our ability to fund
common ground has always been our greatest hope.”
The Democrat also did not rule out a presidential

bid in 2028when directly asked. He ran unsuccessful-
ly for his party’s nomination in 2020.
“I am running for reelection,” Booker said.
“I hope New Jersey will support me for another six

years.”

Senator says Democrats have ‘failed this moment’
Kathryn Palmer
USA TODAY

Booker





New Castle News - 04/01/2026 Page : A03

April 1, 2026 8:19 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

NEW CASTLE NEWS  XXXXXXXX     WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2026     A3NEW CASTLE NEWS  OBITUARIES     WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2026     A3

BarbaraG.Cotton
NewCastle

Barbara G. Cotton, age
99, of New Castle, passed
away March 28, 2026, at
Jameson Nursing and
Rehab.

Born May 2, 1926, she
was the daughter of Clay-
ton and Mary (Haynes)

Green.
Bar-

bara was
preceded
in death
Feb. 13,
2013, by
her hus-
band of

64 years, Clayton H. Cot-
ton, whom she married
March 27, 1948.

She was employed with
King's Jewelry as a
salesclerk for 25 years
and was a member of
Northminster Presbyte-
rian Church. Among her
interests were reading
and playing cards, but
Barbara enjoyed most
the time shared with
family and friends.

She is survived by two
daughters, Cathy A. Cot-
ton with whom she resid-
ed and Debi (Terry)
DeMaria of Greenville,

South Carolina; one sis-
ter, Susan Shipman of
New Castle; two grand-
daughters, Amanda
(Robert) Brevetta and
Katie (Jason) Currie,
both of Greenville, South
Carolina; seven great-
grandchildren; and nu-
merous nieces, nephews
and great-nephews.

In addition to her par-
ents and her husband,
she was preceded in
death by a great-nephew,
Matthew Criscito.

Cathy and Debi would
like to thank their won-
derful family and friends
for loving and support-
ing them during this 13-
year journey. Thank you,
also, to Three Rivers
Hospice and Jameson
Care for providing guid-
ance and support.

Per Barbara's wishes,
there will be no services.

Arrangements have
been entrusted to the R.
Cunningham Funeral
Home in New Castle,
where online condo-
lences may be offered to
the family at www.cunni
nghamfh.com.

AneudyRodriguezDavila
NewCastle

Aneudy Rodriguez
Davila, 16, of Halco
Drive, died Saturday,
March 28, 2026, at UPMC
Children's Hospital in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia.

He was born June 15,
2009, in
Manati,
Puerto
Rico, a
son of
Angel
Rodri-
guez and
Suly

Davila.
Aneudy loved to ride

motorcycles and play
video games, especially
Fortnite. He loved life
and loved laughing, and
he will be remembered as
a prankster.

In addition to his par-
ents, he is survived by
two sisters.

Visitation will be 4 to 6
p.m. Thursday, April 2,
2026, at the William F. &
Roger M. DeCarbo Fu-
neral Home, 926 Cun-
ningham Ave. A funeral
service will be celebrated
at 11 a.m. April 3, 2026, at
the William F. DeCarbo
Memorial Chapel. Rev.
Veronica DeLeón will of-
ficiate. Burial will be in
Parkside Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the
family asked that you do-
nate to the GoFundMe or
the Crowdfunding link
below the obituary.

Online condolences
can be offered at www.wi
lliamrogerdecarbo.com.

GraceA.Domenick
NewCastle

Grace A. Domenick, 86,
of New Castle passed
away the evening of
March 29, 2026, at her res-
idence with her loving
husband at her side.

Born Aug. 20, 1939, in
New Castle, Grace was

the
daughter
of the
late Car-
men and
Jessie
Lambo
Cook.

Grace
is survived by her loving
and devoted husband,
Frank C. Domenick. The
two were married June
20, 1964.

Grace had worked as
an executive secretary
for Prudential Insurance
Company for 35 years.

She was a member of
Holy Spirit Parish, St. Vi-
tus Church.

Grace was known as a
very sweet, kind and gen-
erous person. Her door
was always open, and ev-
eryone was welcome.
Grace was always ready
to make you eat and
drink a cup of coffee. You
never left her house hun-
gry. She was a great bak-
er and will be
remembered for her ap-
ple and lemon pies and
her cookies.

Above all else, Grace
loved spending time with
her family. Grace was
adored and loved by her
nieces and nephews, all
of whom were like her
children.

Grace is survived by
her brother, William
Cook (Cathy); her two
sisters, Patti Cozza and
Allie Annarella (Mick-
ey); her sister-in-law,
Louise McCready; and
her many nieces and
nephews who adored
her.

In addition to her par-
ents, Grace was preceded
in death by her sister,
Lucille Cimini; and
brother, James Cook.

Honoring her wishes, a
private Blessing Service
will be held at the Ed &
Don DeCarbo Funeral
Home & Crematory, 3000
Wilmington Road. Dea-
con John Carran will of-
ficiate. Burial will be in
Parkside Cemetery.

The family wishes to
thank the many care-
givers who took such
wonderful care of Grace,
including Devin, her hos-
pice nurse; Billie Jo, her
nurse's aide; and Dr. An-
thony Uberti.

Online condolences
may be offered at www.
decarbofh.com.

ElaineManginoPorterfield
NewWilmington

Elaine M. Mangino
Porterfield, 81, of New
Wilmington, Pennsylva-
nia, passed away the
morning of March 29,
2026, at Grove Manor
Nursing Center in Grove
City.

Born
June 26,
1944, in
New
Castle,
Elaine
was the
daughter
of the

late Frank "Snooky"
Mangino and Eleanor
Dettore Mangino.

In February 1963,
Elaine married her
beloved husband,
Charles D. Porterfield.
Charles preceded her in
death March 3, 2008.

In the early years,
Elaine had worked as a
clerk at May's Donuts
and then Bill's Bake
Shoppe.

Elaine was a member
of Holy Spirit Parish, St.
Vitus Church.

She was an avid Pitts-
burgh Steelers fan.

greatest joy was the time
she spent with her fami-
ly, especially her grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

Elaine is survived by
her three children, Traci
Fauzey (John), Dinene
Marshall-Quigley
(Charles) and Kristine
Porterfield King
(Shawn); six grandchil-
dren, Janele Fava
(Ryan), Jonathan Fauzey
(Claire), Ryan Maggie,
Dylan Marshall, Logan
Quigley and Peyton
Heath (Kirk); and six
great-grandchildren.

In addition to her par-
ents and husband, Elaine
was preceded in death by
her sister, Kathleen
Mangino.

Honoring her wishes, a
private Blessing Service
will be held at Parkside
Mausoleum with Father
Joseph Freedy officiat-
ing. Entombment will be
at Parkside Mausoleum.

Arrangements are en-
trusted to the Ed & Don
DeCarbo Funeral Home
& Crematory, 941 S. Mill
St.

NellieE.Doran
NewCastle

Nellie E. "Betty" Doran
passed away at her resi-
dence on Palm Sunday,
March 29, 2026.

She was born Jan. 5,
1925, in New Castle,
Pennsylvania, to Joseph
and Nellie (Dillow) Lal-

ley.
She

married
Regis
Paul Do-
ran Sr.,
on Sept.
30, 1946,
and they

were married until his
passing in 2001.

Betty worked at vari-
ous jobs her entire life.
She enjoyed her last job
as secretary/reception-
ist for Dr. James P. Som-
merfield for 36 years.

She also enjoyed
dancing, cooking (espe-
cially her pies) and all ac-
tivities at Challenges in
New Castle.

She is survived and
deeply missed by her
three sons, Regis "Butch"
Doran, David Doran and
Jeffrey Doran. She also
stated, many times, that

she was blessed with the
best three daughters-in-
law you could ever have,
Carmen, Ann and Lori.

Betty is also survived
by her two grandchil-
dren, Shaun and Caitlyn
Doran; and many nieces
and nephews.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Regis Doran Sr., who
adored her; her parents;
two brothers, Joe and
John Lalley; and two sis-
ters, Mary Ellen Jessel
and Ethel Mae Lalley.

Visitation will be 1 to 2
p.m. Thursday, April 2,
2026, at the William F. &
Roger M. DeCarbo Fu-
neral Home, 926 Cun-
ningham Ave. A Funeral
Liturgy Outside of Mass
will be celebrated at 2
p.m. Thursday, April 2,
2026, at the William F.
DeCarbo Memorial
Chapel. Father Joseph
McCaffrey will officiate.
Burial will be in Clinton
Cemetery.

Online condolences
can be offered at www.wi
lliamrogerdecarbo.com.

WilmaM.Smith
NewCastle

Wilma M. Smith, age
84, of New Castle, passed
away the morning of
March 30, 2026, at UPMC
Jameson Hospital.

Born March 21, 1942, in
Wheatland, Pennsylva-
nia, she was the daughter

of Loyal
F. and
Minnie
M.
(Thell-
man)
Smith.

Wilma
was a

1960 graduate of New
Castle High School. She
went on to earn her busi-
ness associate degree
from New Castle School
of Business.

For several years, Ms.
Smith was the senior ad-
ministrative assistant
under the Secretary of
Defense of Middle East-
ern Affairs. She worked
at the Pentagon during
the time of the 9/11 at-
tacks.

During her employ-
ment, she was a member
of the Pentagon Garden
Club.

Wilma was a member
of the Pulaski Red Hat
Society, loved animals,
and enjoyed spending

time with her nieces and
nephews, whom she
treated like her own chil-
dren.

Survivors include one
sister, Carolyn (James)
Budzowski of New Cas-
tle, Pennsylvania; sever-
al nieces, nephews, great
-nieces, and great-
nephews.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in
death by one brother,
Wesley Smith; and
nephew, Allison Smith.

Visitation will be 4 to 6
p.m. Thursday, April 2,
at the R. Cunningham
Funeral Home & Crema-
tory, Inc., 2429 Wilming-
ton Road, New Castle.

A funeral service will
take place immediately
following visitation at 6
p.m. with Pastor John
Yergan, officiating.

Burial will be at Oak
Park Cemetery.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be offered to
Presbyterian SeniorCare
Foundation by visiting
www.givetosrcare.org.

Online condolences
may be offered to the
family by visiting
www.cunninghamfh.
com.

News Tip Hotline
(724) 654-6651,
extension 180

The state police will 
conduct sobriety check-
points in Lawrence 
County during Easter 
weekend.

The checkpoints 
will be set up April 3 
through April 5. The 
locations have not been 
disclosed.

According to a news 
release, the checkpoints 

will be in conjunction 
with other sobriety 
checkpoints in the 
Troop D area, which 
includes Butler, Beaver, 
Lawrence, Mercer and 
Armstrong counties.

Other enforcement 
details will also be 
ongoing, according to 
the state police news 
release.

State police plan Easter 
weekend checkpoints

BY ASSOCIATED PRESS

Vice President JD 
Vance has a new book 
coming out that will 
explore his religious 
faith and his conver-
sion to Catholicism as 
an adult.

“Communion: Find-
ing My Way Back to 
Faith” comes out June 
16, the HarperCollins 
Publishers imprint 
Harper revealed to The 
Associated Press on 
Tuesday.

HarperCollins also 
released “Hillbilly 
Elegy,” the million-sell-
ing memoir from 2016 
that helped make Vance 
a national figure.

“The story of how I 
regained my faith, of 
course, only happened 
because I had lost it to 
begin with,” Vance, 41, 
said in a statement.

“The interesting 
question that hangs 
over this book, and over 
my mind, is why I ever 
strayed from the path. 
Why the Christian faith 
of my youth failed to 
properly take root,” he 
wrote.

The announcement 
Tuesday is likely to 
ramp up speculation 
that Vance will seek the 
presidency in 2028 — a 
possibility the Republi-
can vice president has 
said he’s not focused on 

right now, indicating 
he’d wait until after the 
2026 midterm elections 
to decide on a cam-
paign.

JD Vance has a new book 
about his religious faith

BRIDGE OUT SALE

BOGO FREE
On ALL

Wooster Products

$1999
per can

Regardless of Sheen

724-
652-5522

318 E. Washington Street
New Castle, PA 16101
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DUBAI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — Pres-
ident Donald Trump 
lashed out Tuesday at 
allies who have been 
unwilling to do more 
to support the U.S. war 
effort against Iran, tell-
ing them to “go get your 
own oil” and declaring 
that securing the Strait 
of Hormuz is “not for us.”

The president esti-
mated that the Ameri-
can military will be done 
attacking in two to three 
weeks and said the U.S. 
“will not have anything 
to do with” what hap-
pens in the strait that 
has been closed by the 
Islamic Republic. In-
stead, he told reporters 
that the responsibili-
ty for keeping the vital 
waterway open will rest 
with countries that rely 
on it.

There’s “no reason for 
us to do this,” Trump 
said after signing an ex-
ecutive order that seeks 
to restrict mail-in vot-
ing. “That’s not for us. 
That’ll be for France. 
That’ll be for whoever’s 
using the strait.”

In other develop-
ments, the closure of 
the strait sent average 
U.S. gas prices past $4 a 
gallon, and U.S. strikes 
hit the central city of 
Isfahan, sending a mas-
sive fireball into the sky. 
Tehran attacked a fully 
loaded Kuwaiti oil tanker 
in the Persian Gulf.

The attacks showed 
the intensity of the war 
more than a month af-
ter the U.S. and Israel 
launched it. The con-
flict has left more than 
3,000 dead and caused 
major disruptions to 
the world’s supply of oil 
and natural gas, roil-
ing global markets and 
pushing up the cost of 
many basic goods.

Fuel prices 
rise, rattling 

global markets
Iran’s stranglehold on 

the strait, the waterway 
leading out of the Per-
sian Gulf through which 
a fifth of the world’s oil 
is transported during 

peacetime, has driven up 
global oil prices, as have 
Tehran’s attacks on 
regional energy infra-
structure.

Spot prices of Brent 
crude, the internation-
al standard, hovered 
around $107 a barrel 
Tuesday, up more than 
45% since the war start-
ed Feb. 28.

In a social media 
post, Trump directed 
blame at U.S. allies like 
the United Kingdom 
and France that have re-
fused to enter a war with 
no clear endgame that 
they were not consulted 
on.

“You’ll have to start 
learning how to fight 
for yourself, the U.S.A. 
won’t be there to help 
you anymore, just like 
you weren’t there for us. 
Iran has been, essential-
ly, decimated. The hard 
part is done. Go get your 
own oil!” Trump wrote.

He singled out France 

for not letting planes 
fly over French territo-
ry while taking military 
supplies to Israel.

France has allowed 
the U.S. Air Force to use 
the Istres base in south-
ern France because it 
had guarantees that 
planes landing there 
would not be involved 
in carrying out strikes.

Allies have 
refused to get 

involved
Spain, which has 

emerged as Europe’s 
loudest critic of the war, 
said Monday that it had 
closed its airspace for U.S. 
planes involved in the 
conflict.

Italy recently refused 
to allow U.S. military as-
sets to use the Sigonella 
air base in Sicily for an 
operation linked to the 
offensive, an official 
with knowledge of the 
matter said, confirm-
ing a local press report. 

The official spoke on 
condition of anonym-
ity because they were 
not authorized to speak 
publicly.

Italian Defense Min-
ister Guido Crosetto 
wrote on X that Italy is 
still allowing the U.S. 
to use its bases, adding 
that there has been no 
cooling of relations be-
tween the two countries.

Journalist kid-
napped in Iraq 
identified

An American jour-
nalist was kidnapped 
Tuesday in Baghdad, and 
Iraqi security forces are 
pursuing her captors, 
Iraqi officials said. The 
journalist was identified 
as freelancer Shelly Kit-
tleson by Al-Monitor, 
one of the news outlets 
she worked for.

A U.S. official blamed 
the Iranian-backed 
Iraqi militia Kataib 
Hezbollah.

172 Main Street | Downtown Greenvillle
Wednesday Nights 6:30pm

The Greenville Area Historical SocietyThe Greenville Area Historical Society
will be offering monthly History Programswill be offering monthly History Programs

at Fresh Grounds Coffeehouseat Fresh Grounds Coffeehouse

The Greenville Area Historical Society
will be offering monthly History Programs

at Fresh Grounds Coffeehouse

April 8 -
Bill Sumners, Old Car Dealerships in Greenville

May 13 – Sam & Chaz Salkin, The Jewish Life – Early  Greenville Merchants
June 18 - Dinner at Thiel College Lutheran Hall Celebrating
 Waugh House 200th 
Sept. 9 – Judy Beuchat,  The Many Schools of Greenville
 Oct. 14 – Let’s Talk About Christmases in Greenville!
 Nov. 11 – Col. Suellyn Wright, Veteran’s Day

No programs
June, July, August

Brett E. 
McClimans
Brett E. McClimans, 

age 64, of Depot Street, 
J a m e s -
t o w n , 
p a s s e d 
away Tues-
day morn-
ing, March 
31, 2026, 
in his resi-
dence.

He was 
born in 
Greenville 
on Nov. 
28, 1961, 
to Paul E. and Esther L. 
(Fielding) McClimans.

Brett graduated from 
Jamestown High School 
in 1979.

He had been employed 
as a residential construc-
tion worker in Arizona 
and Pennsylvania.

Brett was of the Cath-
olic faith, and he enjoyed 
woodworking.

He is survived by his 
mother, Esther McCli-
mans; a daughter, Nico-
lette; a sister, Kimberly 
McClimans; and three 
brothers: Gary (Luisa) 
McClimans, Michael 
(Maureen) McClimans, 
and Paul (Crystal) Mc-
Climans Jr.; four niec-
es; five nephews; and 
many great-nieces and 
great-nephews.

Brett was preceded in 
death by his father and a 
nephew, Joshua McCli-
mans.

McClimans

DEATHS

NOTICES
MCCLIMANS — Brett E., age 
64, of Depot Street, James-
town.

Per Brett’s wishes, crema-
tion was chosen, and a Cele-
bration of his Life will be held 
at the convenience of the 
family.

Inurnment will be in Park 
Lawn Cemetery.

Memorial Contributions 
may be made to Jamestown 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
406 Jackson St., P.O. Box 188, 
Jamestown, PA 16134 or 
Gateway Jamestown, 4045 
East Lake Road, Jamestown, 
PA 16134.

Online visitors are wel-
come to sign the guest book 
at www.loutzenhiserfuneral-
home.com.

Arrangements have been 
entrusted to Loutzenhis-
er-Randall Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services, 
416 Liberty St., Jamestown.

Trump lashes out at allies, says securing 
the Strait of Hormuz  ‘not for us’

Thousands more US troops 
are heading to Middle East
W A S H I N G T O N 

(AP) — Thousands of 
additional U.S. troops 
are heading to the 
Middle East as the 
Trump administration 
has insisted that prog-
ress has been made in 
talks with Iran and has 
threatened to escalate 
the war if a deal is not 
reached soon.

The aircraft carri-
er USS George H.W. 
Bush deployed Tues-
day and is slated to 
go to the Middle East 
along with three de-
stroyers, two U.S. offi-
cials said. The carrier 
strike group consists 
of more than 6,000 
sailors.

It comes as thou-
sands of soldiers from 
the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion also have begun 
arriving in the Middle 
East, according to two 
other U.S. officials, 
who, like the others, 
spoke on condition 
of anonymity to dis-

cuss sensitive military 
plans.

While the majority 
of those troops are part 
of a rotation of forc-
es planned before the 
war, some are among 
roughly 1,500 para-
troopers the Trump 
administration decid-
ed to surge into the re-
gion last week.

The Trump admin-
istration has not said 
what those troops will 
be doing, but the 82nd 
Airborne is trained to 
parachute into hostile 
or contested territory 
to secure key territory 
and airfields. A U.S. 
Navy ship carrying 
about 2,500 Marines 
recently arrived in the 
Middle East, and an-
other 2,500 Marines 
also are being deployed 
from California.

The extra forces, on 
top of tens of thou-
sands of service mem-
bers already in the re-
gion, come as Defense 

Secretary Pete Hegseth 
and other adminis-
tration officials have 
avoided questions 
about whether or not 
the U.S. military will 
deploy ground troops 
against Iran.

“You can’t fight and 
win a war if you tell 
your adversary what 
you are willing to do 
or what you are not 
willing to do to include 
boots on the ground,” 
Hegseth told reporters 
Tuesday.

He added, “Our 
adversary right now 
thinks there are 15 dif-
ferent ways we could 
come at them with 
boots on the ground. 
And guess what? There 
are.”

But he also said the 
goal is to reach a deal 
with Iran through 
talks because “we 
don’t want to have 
to do more militarily 
than we have to.”

HARRISBURG, Pa. 
(AP) — A federal judge 
on Tuesday ordered 
the University of 
Pennsylvania to hand 
over records about 
Jewish employees on 
campus to a federal 
agency as part of an 
investigation into antise-
mitic discrimination but 
said it did not have to 
reveal any employee’s 
affiliation with a spe-
cific group.

U.S. District Judge 
Gerald Pappert said 
employees can refuse 
to take part in the U.S. 
Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission 
investigation but the 
agency “needs the 
opportunity to talk to 
them directly to learn 
if they have evidence 
of discrimination.”

He mostly upheld 
an administrative 
subpoena but said 
Penn does not have 
to disclose any work-
er’s affiliation with a 
Jewish-related orga-
nization nor must it 
provide information 
about three Jewish-af-
filiated groups. He set 
a deadline of May 1 to 
comply.

A university 
spokesperson said in 
an emailed response 
that the school is com-
mitted to confronting 
antisemitism and all 
forms of discrimina-
tion.

“While we acknowl-
edge the important 
role of the EEOC to 
investigate discrimi-
nation, we also have 
an obligation to pro-
tect the rights of our 
employees. We con-
tinue to believe that 
requiring Penn to 
create lists of Jewish 
faculty and staff, and 
to provide personal 
contact information, 
raises serious privacy 
and First Amendment 
concerns. The Univer-
sity does not maintain 
employee lists by reli-
gion,” the university’s 
statement read.

It is not unusual for 
federal investigators 
looking into employ-
ment discrimination 
to request identities 
of employees of a 
particular religion, to 
facilitate outreach to 
people who may have 
been victims, accord-
ing to a former federal 
official. 

Judge: Penn 
must turn 
over info 

about Jewish 
employees

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— A federal judge on 
Tuesday ordered the 
Trump administration to 
suspend construction 
of a $400 million ball-
room it demolished the 
East Wing of the White 
House to make space 
for, barring work from 
proceeding without con-
gressional approval.

U.S. District Judge 
Richard Leon in Wash-
ington granted a preser-
vationist group’s request 
for a preliminary injunc-
tion that temporarily 
halts President Donald 
Trump’s White House 
ballroom project.

The White House 
quickly filed a notice 
to appeal while Trump 
fumed at the ruling. “We 
built many things at the 
White House over the 
years. They don’t get 
congressional approval,” 
he told reporters in the 
Oval Office a short time 
later.

He also noted that the 
ruling will allow work 
on underground bun-
kers and other security 
measures around the 
White House grounds to 
continue — even though 
those will be paid for by 
taxpayers, not the pri-
vate donors and Trump 
himself that the presi-
dent has promised will 
cover the cost of the ball-
room.

Leon, who was nom-
inated to the bench by 
Republican President 
George W. Bush, con-

cluded that the National 
Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation is likely to suc-
ceed on the merits of 
its claims because “no 
statute comes close to 
giving the President the 
authority he claims to 
have.”

“The President of 
the United States is the 
steward of the White 
House for future gener-
ations of First Families. 
He is not, however, the 
owner!” the judge wrote 

at the beginning of his 
opinion.

The ruling was the first 
major rebuke of Trump’s 
sweeping efforts to over-
haul the White House. 
But it wasn’t immedi-
ately clear what it would 
mean for a sprawling 
project in which crews 
have long since torn 
down the East Wing, 
radically transforming 
the look and feel of the 
historic grounds.

The White House has 

only released a partial 
list of the companies and 
individuals donating to 

build the ballroom, and 
not said how much each 
is giving.

Judge orders White House ballroom 
construction to halt
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LAWSUIT, FROM A-1

Former official
files suit, claims
discrimination

Jacob Kupferman/Associated Press
Line judge Robin DeLorenzo
officiates a game between
the Carolina Panthers and the
Dallas Cowboys on Dec. 15,
2024, in Charlotte, N.C. Ms.
DeLorenzo, who was fired af-
ter the 2024 season, is suing
the NFL, alleging years of dis-
crimination and harassment.

statement.  “Ms.  DeLorenzo
was  terminated  following
three seasons of documented
underperformance.  The  alle-
gations  in  this  lawsuit  are
baseless,  and  we  will  vigor-
ously defend against them in
court.”

One  of  the  earliest  inci-
dents,  Ms.  DeLorenzo wrote,
happened at Steelers’ training
camp ahead of the 2022 NFL
season  and  involved  Mr.
Anderson,  then  the  senior
vice  president  of  officiating.
According to the lawsuit, it is
common  practice  for  rookie
players to have to “embarrass
themselves as a [rite] of pas-
sage”  in  front  of  the  team,
coaches  and  staff.  Most,  ac-
cording  to  the  filing,  choose
to sing.

At some point during that
year’s  training  camp,  Ms.
DeLorenzo’s  crew  chief  in-
formed  then-head  coach
Mike Tomlin that “the offici-
ating crew also had a rookie …
and that she should be made
to sing in front of everyone as
well.”

Ms.  DeLorenzo  did  not
want  to  participate,  she
wrote,  but  “felt  she  had  no
choice  and  wanted  to  be  a
good sport.”

When  her  time  came,  ac-
cording  to  the  lawsuit,  Mr.
Anderson attended the meet-
ing and made it clear he was

“there to watch.” The lawsuit
claimed he also recorded the
“utterly  humiliating  singing
performance”  after  Ms.
DeLorenzo  specifically  asked
him not to.

Rarely,  according  to  the
lawsuit,  was  she  given
women’s-sized  clothing,
and she often had to buy her
own  and  apply  an  iron-on
NFL logo. It further claimed
she was denied learning and
training  opportunities,  and
her  calls  were often subject
to  far  more  stringent  grad-
ing  than  her  male  counter-
parts.

During one offseason, the
lawsuit  alleged,  she  was
forced  to  attend  a  college-
level refereeing clinic put on
by  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.
Boston that involved “differ-
ent rules,  different mechan-
ics,  and  different  philoso-
phies  as  compared  to  the
NFL.

“The  clinic  had  nothing
to  do  with  helping  [Ms.
DeLorenzo]  in  her  NFL  ca-
reer,”  the  filing  continued,
“it  was  a  male  power  play
that  served  its  purpose  of
humiliating  [Ms.
DeLorenzo],  shattering  her
confidence,  and  signifi-
cantly  hindering  her  NFL
career.”

The  union  representing
NFL  officials  ultimately  filed
and  won  a  grievance  on  her
behalf,  and  the  league  reim-

bursed what she’d paid out of
pocket  to  attend  low-level
training  she  said  she  was
forced into.

Ms. DeLorenzo was termi-
nated in February 2025 for her
cumulative performance over
the previous three seasons —
“meaning  the  seasons
wherein she was harassed and
discriminated  and  retaliated
against,  was  suffering  men-
tally,  was  graded  by  Mr.
Anderson,  complained,  and
filed  a  grievance,”  according
to the lawsuit.

The lawsuit alleges gender
discrimination,  harassment
and  retaliation  against  the
league and the two named of-
ficials.

Ms.  DeLorenzo  is  seeking
reinstatement,  back  pay  and
other damages.

One of the earliest incidents, Robin DeLorenzo wrote,
happened at Steelers training camp ahead of the 2022

NFL season and involved Walter Anderson, then the
senior vice president of officiating. According to the
lawsuit, it is common practice for rookie players to

have to “embarrass themselves as a [rite] of passage”
in front of the team, coaches and staff. Most,

according to the filing, choose to sing.
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offering to host her so 
she can continue her 
practice. However, she 
said she needed to con-
firm with the state cos-
metology board whether 
she is actually able to do 
so.

She said the hardest 
part of the experience is 
having to disappoint her 
clientele, many of which 
are regulars.

“It’s a hit on everybody. 
Our clients have been 
faithful to us and we try 
to be faithful to them,” 
Davis said.

She also commended 
the first responders who 
were able to get the fire 
under control quickly, 
calling it a “miracle” the 
fire did not spread to the 
neighboring buildings.

“The first responders 
were amazing to localize 
it and get that fire out al-
most immediately,” she 
said.

As for the future, Da-
vis said she is deeply 
committed to getting the 
business back up and 
running as soon as pos-
sible, whether it’s at the 
salon or at a temporary 
location.

Stylin’ with Sherri was 
not the only place af-
fected by Monday’s fire. 
Flowers by M.E. is a flo-
rist that shares the loca-
tion, while the second 
floor was occupied by a 
resident.

While nobody was hurt 
and both businesses 
were closed, Davis said 
she heard the tenant had 
been displaced.

Nearby businesses 
react

The ravages of Mon-
day’s fire still lingered 
on Zelienople’s Main 
Street Tuesday. 

When approaching the 
block where the build-
ing is located, a burning 
smell filled the noses of 
passersby. Some stopped 
to gawk at the damage, 
while others quickly 
walked through the slim 
section of still-open 
sidewalk. Soot was still 
littered across the side-
walk and roads while 
the larger shingles were 
neatly piled into a near-
by wheelbarrow. Parents 
walking with their chil-
dren were asked what 
happened while the chil-
dren pointed at the black-
ened roof, now covered 
with a blue tarp. 

Two doors north of the 
salon sits The Munching 
Moose bakery. Co-owner 
Nicole Hall said her fa-
ther, Michael Hall, set up 
a table Monday evening 
to offer free cookies to 
first responders.

An employee, Amy 
Leech, said the experi-
ence was quite the scare.

“I thought we were 
in a cloud. You literally 
couldn’t see across the 
street. It was so smoky 
and it smelled horrid,” 
she said.

She said she’s never 
seen a serious fire before, 
so seeing a multidepart-
ment response to her was 
like something out of a 
TV show.

“If you went around 
back and looked at the 
building, you could just 
see smoke. The only 
flames I saw were out 
front,” she said.

Across the street from 
the fire, employees of El-
luinger’s Meat Deli & Ca-
tering said they watched 
the fire for some time, 
but the sheer amount of 
smoke filling the Main 
Street corridor forced 

them inside.
“Even being out in the 

fresh air, we couldn’t 
breathe. We had to come 
in and shut the door,” deli 
employee Kathy Skocich 
said.

She complimented the 
speed with which first 
responders were able 
to get to the scene, shut 
down Main Street and 
control the fire.

“They got here and it 
was out super quick,” 
she said.

Skocich said she felt 
bad for the tenant and 
saw a number of people 
offer him a place to stay 
or to pay for a hotel 
room. From what she 
had heard, the American 
Red Cross is supporting 
him in getting back on 
his feet.

Next door to the flo-
rist, at C.T. McCormick 
Hardware, employee 
Steve McCormick said he 
didn’t even realize there 
was a fire next door un-
til he saw the trucks and 
smoke. He called his wife 
to tell her, but she actu-
ally knew before him.

He said the fire had 
minimal impact on busi-
ness Monday and Tues-
day, but a lot of the cus-
tomers who stopped in 
asked if he knew any de-
tails. He said there were 
also a lot of rumors flying 
around.

“We’ve had people 
calling and they think 
we’ve caught on fire and 
then all the rumors start. 
People said they heard 
an explosion,” he said.

Joseph Arduini, owner 
of Impact ATA Martial 
Arts in Northgate Plaza 
in Jackson Township, 
said he was notified by 
some of his earlier class-
es about the fire and they 

warned him to expect 
smaller classes in the 
evening.

“In my last class, I had 
like four kids. Typically, 
it will get anywhere be-
tween 16 and 20 students. 
During spring break, 
my classes are usually 
small, but they’re not 
that small,” he said.

Tuesday’s classes had 
yet to begin, but Arduini 
said he expected normal 
class sizes since traffic 
was no longer impacted.

As for next steps, Joel 
Grobe with the Zelieno-
ple Area Business As-

sociation said Tuesday 
evening the organization 
met briefly Monday eve-
ning to discuss the fire. 
He said representatives 
will be reaching out to 
both businesses this 
week to see what help it 
can provide.

“(The florist) is new 
to Zelienople. They’ve 
only been here for a few 
months now, so we’re 
looking to reach out 
here probably tomorrow 
and see what we can do 
to help them. Same with 
the salon. They’ve been 
here a long time and (Da-

vis) previously served on 
our board,” he said.

As for Bill Vogel, the 
tenant of the upstairs 
apartment, Grobe said 
he heard there is a Go-
FundMe to support get-
ting him back on his feet. 

As of Tuesday evening, 
the “Help Bill Vogel Re-
build After Apartment 
Fire” fundraiser has 
brought in over $1,600.

“That’s the thing about 
Zelienople. It’s so tight 
knit and everyone comes 
together during times 
like these to support 
each other,” Grobe said.

Zelie
From Page 1

Sherri Davis stands outside her salon Stylin’ with Sherri one day after a fire caused severe 
damage to the inside of the building in Zelienople.� ROB MCGRAW/BUTLER EAGLE

Above, Kristy Love’s class races to grab eggs during an Easter egg hunt at Knoch Primary School on Tuesday. At left, kindergartener Owen 
Henry picks up an egg.� PHOTOGRAPHY BY MATTHEW BROWN/BUTLER EAGLE

Students at Knoch 
Primary School 
hopped into the 

holiday spirit a little 
early Tuesday as they 
participated in an 
Easter egg hunt at the 
school.

Students will have 
some time off after the 
excitement as the school 
will be holding its 
spring break Thursday 
through Tuesday.

For more photos, visit 
photos.butlereagle.com.

residents. Every delay 
increases strain on our 
aging unit and increases 
risk to both patients and 
provider,” Scherer wrote 
in a March 30 letter to 
congressional represen-
tatives.

Maintaining Sugar-
creek’s existing ambu-
lance, a 2006 model with 
more than 250,000 miles 
on the odometer, is ex-
pensive. Scherer said 

$2,000 was recently spent 
on repairs and more 
money might have to be 
spent to keep it on the 
road until the grant mon-
ey arrives.

If the ambulance 
breaks down and can’t 
be fixed or fixed quickly, 
Karns City Regional Am-
bulance Service would 
cover Sugarcreek’s calls, 
Scherer said. Karns 
City’s ambulance station 
is a little more than 9 
miles from Sugarcreek’s 

station, he noted. 
“We hope people real-

ize this shutdown affects 
more than just ICE (the 
U.S. Department of Im-
migration and Customs 
Enforcement). It also af-
fects local fire and EMS 
agencies,” Scherer said.

The ambulance ser-
vice mostly works in 
Armstrong County, but 
serves Butler County 
by covering calls when 
needed for the Karns 
City department, he said.

Ambulance
From Page 1

LOCALLOCAL

West Liberty mayor 
Kreutz, 81, dies

A longtime local gov-
ernment official for West 
Liberty Borough has 
died after 30 years of 
service, including stints 
as mayor and judge of 
elections. 

Betty Grace Kreutz 
died Monday. She was 81.

Kreutz was born in 
Butler in 1945. She lived 
in West Liberty with her 
husband, Raymond Lou-
is “Pooch” Kreutz, who 
died in 2017. 

Leading a nearly 11 

square-mile borough of 
335 people, she was also 
a member of West Lib-
erty United Methodist 
Church. 

She won her last elec-
tion unopposed. 

Her obitauary appears 
on Page 14.

EASTER 
FUN
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pending before the Commission must open and use an e-filing account through 
the Commission’s website at www.puc.pa.gov or you may submit the filing by 
overnight delivery to: Secretary, Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, 400 
North Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120. If a filing contains confidential or 
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The following are today’s television 
listings for the local PBS stations:

7 p.m. — PBS Newshour
8 p.m. — Nature
9 p.m. — NOVA

10 p.m. — Our New World
11 p.m. — Amanpour and Company

7 p.m. — PBS News hour
8 p.m. — Nature
9 p.m. — NOVA

10 p.m. — Our New World

7 p.m. — PBS Newshour
8 p.m. — Nature
9 p.m. — NOVA
10 p.m. — Our New World

PBS SCHEDULE

Editor’s Note: The above television schedule is provided by the FYI Television Inc. syndicate. Some programming changes 
may not be reflected in the schedule due to last-minute decisions by television networks.

Third grade: Carson Lake, Lincoln 
Schwab

Fourth grade: Penelope Advent, Abigail 
Heim, Kenzie Richardson, Donovan Yoder

Fifth grade: Sadie Bickel, Micah Geer, 
Joshua McGill

Sixth grade: Mac Flinchbaugh, Anna 
Kluck, Allison Martin, Jacob Peters

Seventh grade: Parker Bickel, Gabriel 
Gramley, Sebastian Simon

Eighth grade: Joshua Heckethorn, Lydia 
Tygert

10th grade: Jana Henry, Zachary Mayrant

12th grade: Andrew Henry, Jacqueline 
Mayrant, Laney Smedley

Third grade: Charlotte Advent, Ty Harry, 
Lydia Yoder

Fourth grade: Josiah Taggart
Sixth grade: Erica Tygert
Seventh grade: Gabrielle Dumot
Eighth grade: Isaac Yost
10th grade: Emily Heim
11th grade: Joseph Sorensen
12th grade: Ethan Dumot, Carmondy 

Johnson, Wesley Scheer

CHRISTIAN LIFE ACADEMY HONOR ROLL

LOS ANGELES (TNS) 
— A dream team has as-
sembled to bring a script-
ed series based on the book 
“Perversion of Justice: The 
Jeffrey Epstein Story” from 
the drawing board to the 
small screen.

Oscar-winning actor Laura 
Dern has signed on to portray 
Miami Herald investigative 
journalist Julie K. Brown, 
whose tireless reporting on 
the Epstein sex-trafficking 
case exposed how federal 
prosecutors approved what 
many have referred to as a 
“sweetheart” plea deal for Ep-
stein in 2008.

Per Variety, the official de-
scription of the series reads: 
“An explosive account of 
an investigative reporter ex-

posing the secret plea deal 
between Epstein and federal 
prosecutors. Drawing from 
Brown’s experience as a 
groundbreaking reporter for 
the Miami Herald, the book 
and the limited series follow 
her relentless years-long in-
vestigation that identified 80 
victims, persuaded key survi-
vors to go on the record, and 
led to Epstein[‘s] and Ghis-
laine Maxwell’s arrests.”

Co-showrunners for the 
project are Eileen Myers, 
known for “American Hos-
tage,” and Sharon Hoffman, 
best known for her work on 
“House of Cards” and who 
is adapting Brown’s book for 
television. Dern will also ex-
ecutive produce, along with 
Adam McKay and Kevin 
Messick, known for “The Big 
Short,” “Don’t Look Up” and 
“Succession.” Brown is also 

executive producing.
Although Sony Pictures 

Television is still pitching the 
series to networks and stream-
ers, industry insiders predict 
that, with Dern and McKay 
on board, a green light is on 
the horizon.

Last week, Brown joined 
veteran journalist Katie 
Couric live on Substack to 
discuss her reporting on Ep-
stein, and how the disgraced 
financier and his camp under-
estimated her. “I don’t think 
he worried about the little old 
reporter from the Miami Her-
ald,” she said.

“When you have a sex 
predator of children who 
is — at the time I wrote this 
story, he was out there, you 
know, he was free — and he 
was still, as we now know, 
harming children,” Brown 
told Couric. “And so my goal 

at the time was to look at how 
this happened.

“Where was the break-
down? Was there someone 
who ... was powerful who let 
him off the hook, and I just 
thought it was a good time 
to take a new look at it like a 
cold case detective would.

“By the time I decided 
to reopen the case, these 
women, these victims who 
were 13, 14, 15 years old, 
were now in their late 20s 
and early 30s, and Donald 
Trump became president 
right around this time. And 
ironically, as I was already 
looking at this story, he 
nominated Alexander Acos-
ta to be his Labor secretary, 
and I knew at the time that he 
was the very person who had 
let [Epstein] off the hook. 
And so that’s where I started 
looking at this case.”

Laura Dern will play journalist who 
investigated Epstein crimes in new series

NEW YORK (TNS) — The 
United States 
Army has 
suspended the 
aircrew mem-
bers responsi-

a pair of heli-
copters by Kid 
Rock’s White 
House replica 
mansion in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, according to a report.

In video posted to X on Sat-
urday, Kid Rock can be seen 
standing by the pool at his 
“southern White House” — 
designed to resemble the pres-
ident’s residence in Washing-
ton — as a helicopter hovers 
nearby, with a second one not 
far behind it.

At one point, the musician, 
whose real name is Robert 
Ritchie, salutes the aircraft 
as it moves out of frame and 

“This is a level of respect 
that s– for brains governor of 
California will never know,” 
he captioned the clip, which 
has been viewed more than 
10 million times. “God Bless 
America and all those who 

have made the ultimate sacri-

A military spokesman on 
Monday told NBC the air-
crafts, both AH-64 Apache 

Campbell, Kentucky, to the 
Nashville area. He added 
that “appropriate action will 
be taken if any violations are 
found.”

Few other details have been 
provided, but Maj. Jonathan 

-
cer for the 101st Airborne 
Division, in a statement to 

probe had been launched. 
“Army aviators must adhere 

to strict safety standards, pro-
fessionalism, and established 

said. “An administrative re-
view is underway to assess 
the mission and verify com-
pliance with regulations and 
airspace requirements.”

quickly went viral online, 
occurred as a “No Kings” 
protest unfolded in Nashville 
over the weekend. A spokes-
man for the 101st Airborne 
Division, at Fort Campbell, 

-
copters were not related to the 
demonstration.

Army suspends aircrew 
members behind Kid 
Rock mansion flyover

NEW YORK (TNS) — 
Former “Dancing with the 
Stars” pro Charlotte Jør-
gensen recounted surviving 
the Air Canada flight that 
killed two pilots when it col-
lided with a truck crossing 
the LaGuardia runway earlier 
this month.

The Danish ballroom 
dancer, 54, on Sunday shared 
a photo of the mangled Air 
Canada Express plane, as 
she commemorated a week 
since the deadly incident and 
paid tribute to the “two brave 
souls” Capt. Antoine Forest 
and First Officer Mackenzie 
Gunther, who died saving 74 
others.

“By now, probably most 
of you have heard of the 
collision that happened with 
a firetruck on the runway. 
I owe my life to two brave 
souls Captain Antoine For-
est and First Officer Mack-
enzie Gunther — they made 
the ultimate sacrifice so that 
we all could live,” wrote 
Jørgensen. “I am indebted 
to them and my thoughts are 
with their families.”

Though Jørgensen “felt 
nothing” in the immediate 

aftermath, which she credit-
ed to “adrenaline … rushing 
through my body,” she said 
she’s been struggling “phys-
ically, mentally and emo-
tionally” in the “tough” days 
since and “will be taking time 
to heal.”

Jørgensen, who has ap-
peared on 10 episodes of the 
ABC dancing competition 
since 2005, thanked her “fam-
ily” from the show for their 
“care and concern.”

Passengers previous-
ly spoke of having felt the 
jolt of braking upon land-
ing in Queens, just before 
a Port Authority fire truck 
crossed paths with the flight 
at 11:35 p.m. on March 22, 
destroying the front of the 
plane.

Forty-one of the surviv-
ing 74 aboard were trans-
ported to nearby hospitals, 
and by Friday, just one flight 
attendant and four passen-
gers remained hospitalized, 
according to The New York 
Times.

Hundreds of delays and 
cancellations upended the air-
port in the two days following 
the collision, whose cause is 
still under investigation by the 
National Transportation Safe-
ty Board.

‘DWTS’ alum recounts 
surviving deadly Air 
Canada runway collision

LOS ANGELES (TNS) — 
Even Lara Croft needs time to 
rest and recover.

Prime Video’s upcoming 
TV adaptation of the adven-
ture video game “Tomb Raid-
er” has hit pause on filming 
after star Sophie Turner, who 
plays the iconic archaeolo-
gist, experienced a “minor” 
injury, a spokesperson for the 
streamer confirmed in a state-
ment Monday. The pause in 
production is to give Turner 
time to recover, according to 
the statement. No additional 
information about Turner’s 
injury was revealed.

A representative for Turn-

er, 30, did not immediately 
respond to a request for com-
ment on Monday.

Prime Video confirmed in 
September that Emmy-nom-
inee Turner — she received 
a nod in 2019 for her turn 
as Sansa Stark in “Game 
of Thrones” — would be 
the latest actor to step into 
Croft’s all-terrain boots. An-
gelina Jolie notably played 
Croft in two film adaptations 
in the early aughts, Alicia 
Vikander played the beloved 
video game character in 
2016’s “Tomb Raider,” and 
“Mission Impossible” actor 
Hayley Atwell lent her voice 
to Croft for Netflix’s ani-
mated series.

Prime Video’s take on 

“Tomb Raider” will see 
Emmy-winning “Fleabag” 
creator-star Phoebe Waller-
Bridge take the reins as its 
creator, writer, executive 
producer and co-showrunner. 
Chad Hodge is also co-show-
runner and executive produc-
er, and Jonathan Van Tullek-
en is executive producer and 
director.

The streamer teased 
Turner’s Croft costume ear-
lier this year, sharing a still 
of the actor in a fitted dark 
green tank, shorts and round 
sunglasses with gun holsters 
on her legs. The first look at 
the newest “Tomb Raider” 
was met by reactions rang-
ing from hype to misogynis-
tic comments.

Sophie Turner sustains ‘minor’ injury, 
pausing filming for ‘Tomb Raider’ series
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Trump lashes out at allies, says securing Strait of Hormuz is ‘not for us’
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DUBAI, United Arab 
Emirates — President Donald 
Trump lashed out Tuesday at 
allies who have been unwill-
ing to do more to support the 
U.S. war effort against Iran, 
telling them to “go get your 
own oil” and declaring that 
securing the Strait of Hormuz 
is “not for us.”

The president estimated 
that the American military 
will be done attacking in two 
to three weeks and said the 
U.S. “will not have anything 
to do with” what happens in 
the strait that has been closed 
by the Islamic Republic. In-
stead, he told reporters that 
the responsibility for keep-
ing the vital waterway open 
will rest with countries that 
rely on it.

There’s “no reason for us 
to do this,” Trump said after 
signing an executive order 
that seeks to restrict mail-in 
voting. “That’s not for us. 
That’ll be for France. That’ll 
be for whoever’s using the 
strait.”

In other developments, the 
closure of the strait sent aver-
age U.S. gas prices past $4 a 
gallon, and U.S. strikes hit the 
central city of Isfahan, send-
ing a massive fireball into the 
sky. Tehran attacked a fully 
loaded Kuwaiti oil tanker in 

the Persian Gulf.
The attacks showed the in-

tensity of the war more than a 
month after the U.S. and Is-
rael launched it. The conflict 
has left more than 3,000 dead 
and caused major disruptions 
to the world’s supply of oil 
and natural gas, roiling global 
markets and pushing up the 
cost of many basic goods.

Trump, who has vacillat-
ed between insisting there is 
progress in diplomatic talks 
with Iran and threatening to 
widen the war, had earlier 
shared footage of the attack 
on Isfahan.

Iran’s stranglehold on the 
strait, the waterway lead-
ing out of the Persian Gulf 
through which a fifth of the 
world’s oil is transported 
during peacetime, has driven 
up global oil prices, as have 
Tehran’s attacks on regional 
energy infrastructure.

Spot prices of Brent crude, 
the international standard, 
hovered around $107 a bar-
rel Tuesday, up more than 45 
percent since the war started 
Feb. 28.

In a social media post, 
Trump directed blame at U.S. 
allies like the United King-
dom and France that have re-
fused to enter a war with no 
clear endgame that they were 
not consulted on.

“You’ll have to start learn-
ing how to fight for yourself, 
the U.S.A. won’t be there to 
help you anymore, just like 
you weren’t there for us. Iran 
has been, essentially, deci-
mated. The hard part is done. 
Go get your own oil!” Trump 
wrote.

He singled out France for 
not letting planes fly over 
French territory while taking 
military supplies to Israel.

France has allowed the 
U.S. Air Force to use the Is-
tres base in southern France 
because it had guarantees that 
planes landing there would 
not be involved in carrying 
out strikes.

Spain, which has emerged 
as Europe’s loudest critic of 

the war, said Monday that 
it had closed its airspace for 
U.S. planes involved in the 
conflict.

Italy recently refused to 
allow U.S. military assets to 
use the Sigonella air base in 
Sicily for an operation linked 
to the offensive, an official 
with knowledge of the matter 
said, confirming a local press 
report. The official spoke on 
condition of anonymity be-
cause they were not autho-
rized to speak publicly.

Italian Defense Minister 
Guido Crosetto wrote on X 
that Italy is still allowing the 
U.S. to use its bases, adding 
that there has been no cooling 
of relations between the two 
countries.

An American journalist 
was kidnapped Tuesday in 
Baghdad, and Iraqi security 
forces are pursuing her cap-
tors, Iraqi officials said. The 
journalist was identified as 
freelancer Shelly Kittleson by 
Al-Monitor, one of the news 
outlets she worked for.

A U.S. official blamed the 
Iranian-backed Iraqi militia 
Kataib Hezbollah.

Two cars were involved in 
the kidnapping, one of which 
crashed, and a person inside 
was apprehended. The jour-
nalist was then transferred 
to a second car that fled the 
scene, according to two Iraqi 
security officials who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because they were not au-
thorized to speak publicly 
about the case.

Dylan Johnson, U.S. as-
sistant secretary of state for 
public affairs, said on X that 
the State Department had 
“fulfilled our duty to warn 
this individual of threats 
against them.”

A suspect with ties to 
Kataib Hizbollah was taken 
into custody by Iraqi author-
ities, Johnson added.

In a statement, Al-Monitor 
said it stands by her “vital re-
porting.” Kittleson has been 
a longtime freelancer in the 
region, reporting extensively 

from Syria and Iraq.
The aircraft carrier USS 

George H. W. Bush deployed 
Tuesday from Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, and is slated to head 
to the Middle East, two U.S. 
officials said. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss sensitive military plans.

It would be the third aircraft 
carrier sent out to support the 
Iran war, along with the USS 
Gerald R. Ford, which is now 
undergoing repairs, and USS 
Abraham Lincoln, which ar-
rived in the region in January.

Trump warned this week 
that if a ceasefire is not 
reached “shortly,” and if the 
strait is not reopened, the U.S. 
would broaden its offensive, 
including by attacking the 
Kharg Island oil export hub 
and possibly desalination 
plants.

Speaking at the Penta-
gon, Defense Secretary Pete 
Hegseth would not say if U.S. 
ground forces would enter the 
war. “We don’t want to have 
to do more militarily than we 
have to,” he said.

A ground invasion could 
alienate Iranians who despise 
the ruling theocracy and who 
rose up in mass protests that 
were crushed earlier this year. 
Some could see it as an attack 
on Iran itself and rally around 
the flag.

Associated Press
A man inspect the wreckage of an Iranian missile that landed near the 
West Bank village of Marda on Tuesday.

Judge orders White House ballroom construction 
to halt in a ruling that leaves Trump seething

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — A federal judge 
on Tuesday ordered the Trump adminis-
tration to suspend construction of a $400 
million ballroom it demolished the East 
Wing of the White House to make space 
for, barring work from proceeding with-
out congressional approval.

U.S. District Judge Richard Leon in 
Washington granted a preservationist 
group’s request for a preliminary in-
junction that temporarily halts President 
Donald Trump’s White House ballroom 
project.

The White House quickly filed a notice 
to appeal while Trump fumed at the ruling. 
“We built many things at the White House 
over the years. They don’t get congressio-
nal approval,” he told reporters in the Oval 
Office a short time later.

He also noted that the ruling will allow 
work on underground bunkers and oth-
er security measures around the White 
House grounds to continue — even 
though those will be paid for by taxpay-
ers, not the private donors and Trump 
himself that the president has promised 
will cover the cost of the ballroom.

Leon, who was nominated to the bench 
by Republican President George W. Bush, 
concluded that the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation is likely to succeed on 
the merits of its claims because “no statute 
comes close to giving the President the au-
thority he claims to have.”

“The President of the United States 

is the steward of the White House for 
future generations of First Families. He 
is not, however, the owner!” the judge 
wrote at the beginning of his opinion.

The ruling was the first major rebuke 
of Trump’s sweeping efforts to overhaul 
the White House. But it wasn’t imme-
diately clear what it would mean for a 
sprawling project in which crews have 
long since torn down the East Wing, rad-
ically transforming the look and feel of 
the historic grounds.

The White House has only released a 
partial list of the companies and individ-
uals donating to build the ballroom, and 
not said how much each is giving. Still, 
Trump rejected Leon’s ruling, saying, 
“This is being financed privately. It’s a 
donation.”

Construction of the ballroom would 
mark the most significant structural 
change to the White House since Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman added a balcony 
on the south side of the mansion.

The judge’s decision came two days 
before the National Capital Planning 
Commission, the agency that signs off 
on construction on federal property in 
the Washington region, is expected to 
approve the addition. Stephen Staudigl, 
a spokesperson for the commission, said 
the judge’s ruling does not affect the 
schedule for Thursday.

Carol Quillen, president and CEO of 
the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion, which filed the lawsuit prompting 

Leon’s ruling, said, “We are pleased with 
Judge Leon’s ruling today to order a halt 
to any further ballroom construction un-
til the Administration complies with the 
law and obtains express authorization to 
go forward.”

“This is a win for the American people 
on a project that forever impacts one of 
the most beloved and iconic places in our 
nation,” Quillen said in a statement. The 
group had sued in hopes of obtaining an 
order pausing the ballroom project until it 
undergoes multiple independent reviews 
and receives congressional approval.

The judge suspended enforcement of 
his order for 14 days, acknowledging 
that the case “raises novel and weighty 
issues, that halting an ongoing construc-
tion project may raise logistical issues.” 
He also recognized that the administra-
tion would appeal his decision.

Leon ruled that any construction work 
that’s necessary to ensure the safety and 
security of the White House is exempt 
from the scope of the injunction. Leon 
said he reviewed material that the gov-
ernment privately submitted to him be-
fore concluding that halting construction 
wouldn’t jeopardize national security.

Trump brought handwritten notes 
into the Oval Office that referenced that 
part of the ruling, saying, “It talks about 
we’re allowed to continue building.”

He then offered an exhaustive list of 
what’s being done to enhance security 
while the ballroom is built.

Trump signs order directing creation of national voter list
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Tues-
day signed an executive order 
to create a nationwide list of 
verified eligible voters and to 
restrict mail-in voting, a move 
that swiftly drew legal threats 
from state Democratic offi-
cials as the president demands 
further limitations on voting 
ahead of this year’s midterm 
elections.

The order, which voting 
law experts say violates the 
Constitution by attempting to 
seize the power to run elec-
tions from states, is the latest 
in a torrent of efforts from 
Trump to interfere with the 
way Americans vote based on 
his false allegations of fraud.

It calls on the Department of 
Homeland Security, working 
in conjunction with the Social 
Security Administration, to 
make the list of eligible vot-
ers in each state, according to 
the text of the executive order 
released Tuesday. It also seeks 
to bar the U.S. Postal Service 
from sending absentee ballots 
to those not on each state’s ap-
proved list, although the pres-
ident likely lacks the power to 
mandate what the Postal Ser-
vice does.

Trump is also calling for bal-
lots to have secure envelopes 
with unique barcodes for track-
ing, according to the executive 
order, which was first reported 
by the Daily Caller.

“The cheating on mail-in 
voting is legendary. It’s horrible 
what’s going on,” Trump said, 
repeating his false allegations 
about mail ballots as he signed 
the order. “I think this will help 

a lot with elections.”
Within minutes of Trump 

signing the order, top elec-
tions officials in Oregon 
and Arizona, two states that 
rely heavily on mail ballots, 
pledged to sue. Trump is try-
ing to illegally encroach on 
the right of states to run elec-
tions, they said.

“We don’t need decrees 
from Washington, D.C.,” said 

Tobias Read, the Democratic 
secretary of state in Oregon, 
which votes entirely by mail. 
“My message to the Presi-
dent: We’ll see you in court.”

Trump has repeatedly lied 
about the outcome of the 2020 
presidential campaign and the 
integrity of state-run elec-
tions, asserting again Tuesday 
that he won “three times” and 
continuing to cite accusations 

of voter fraud that numerous 
audits, investigations and 
courts have debunked.

Meadville Overhead
Door Company

winner of the Meadville Tribune Readers’ 
Choice Award for 20 consecutive years

was sold in January 2025 to MC Overhead 
Door in Cochranton. The company was
founded in 1964 by George and Lottie 

Schmalzried. Donald Schmalzried purchased 
the business in 1999 and continued his

father’s commitment to excellence. Don, his 
wife Laura and the entire Schmalzried family 
extend their sincere gratitude and thanks for 

the patronage of their loyal customers.

NOW SHOWING  4/1 – 4/2

MEADVILLE
814-333-2727

MINNESOTA AXE AT MEADVILLE
FOR YOUR AXE THROWING ADVENTURE ONLY $15 AN HOUR PER PERSON

GO TO WWW.MNAXE.COM

WED 10AM - 8PM, THURS 10AM - 9PM

SECRET CINEMA – FIRST THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH @ 7PM
NEXT MYSTERY FILM IS APRIL 2nd

THE MUMMY RETURNS - 25TH ANNIVERSARY
WED. APRIL 1 - 4:00PM & 7:00PM

FLASHBACK CINEMA

THE SUPER MARIO GALAXY MOVIE – 2D (PG)
10:00 • 10:30 • 12:00 • 1:00 • 1:30 • 3:00

4:00 • 4:30 • 6:00 • 7:00 • 7:30 • 9:00

THE SUPER MARIO GALAXY MOVIE – 3D (PG)
11:00 • 2:00 • 5:00 • 8:00

PROJECT HAIL MARY (PG-13)
10:30 • 12:30 • 2:30 • 4:00 • 7:30

NO 2:30 SHOW ON 4/1

REMINDERS OF HIM (PG-13)
10:45 • 1:35 • 4:25 • 7:15

HOPPERS (PG)
10:05 • 12:30 • 2:55 • 5:20 •7:45

 

www.themoviesat.com

THEY WILL KILL YOU (R)
6:15 • 8:35

THE POUT POUT FISH (PG)
10:20 • 12:45 • 3:30

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC 
UTILITY COMMISSION 

NOTICE TO BE PUBLISHED
APPLICATION OF AMERICAN TRANSMISSION SYSTEMS, 
INCORPORATED FOR EXPEDITED APPROVAL, PURSUANT TO 66 PA.C.S. 
§§ 1102(A)(3) AND 2102, OF ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY FROM 
AFFILIATED INTEREST, CLEVELAND ELECTRIC ILLUMINATING COMPANY 
Docket Number: A-2026-3061170, G-2026-3061176
Formal protests and petitions to intervene must be filed in accordance with 
Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Code, on or before April 20, 2026. All filings must 
be made with the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, 
400 North Street, 2nd Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17120, with a copy served on the 
Applicant. The documents filed in support of the Application are available ONLY 
online for inspection and copying on the Commission’s website at www.puc.
pa.gov, and at the Applicant’s business address. ALL Parties to proceedings 
pending before the Commission must open and use an e-filing account through 
the Commission’s website at www.puc.pa.gov or you may submit the filing by 
overnight delivery to: Secretary, Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, 400 
North Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120. If a filing contains confidential or 
proprietary material, the filing is required to be submitted by overnight delivery. 
Large filings containing confidential or proprietary material may be submitted 
through the Commission’s SharePoint File system with advanced notice to the 
Commission prior to submittal.
Applicants: American Transmission Systems, Incorporated, 341 White Pond 
Drive, Akron, Ohio 44320
Through and By Counsel for: Tori L. Giesler, Esquire, FirstEnergy Service 
Company, 341 White Pond Drive, Akron, OH 44320, Phone: (717) 490-3292, 
tgiesler@firstenergycorp.com
Courtney L. Schultz, Esquire, Devan A. McCarrie, Esquire, Saul Ewing LLP., 
1735 Market Street, Suite 3400, Philadelphia, PA 19103, Phone: (215)972-
7717, Courtney.shultz@saul.com, Devan.mccarrie@saul.com

BY THE COMMISSION

Matthew L. Homsher 
Secretary

TECNAVIA
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