
OS-600C (12-15) 

Engineering District 12-0 
825 N. Gallatin Avenue Ext. | Uniontown, PA 15401 | 724.439.7190 | www.penndot.gov 

April 30, 2026 

Matthew L. Homsher, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Application of the Department of Transportation of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for 
approval to alter the public above grade crossing by placement of new ITS conduit line on 
existing structure where State Route 0070 crosses the track(s) of Norfolk Southern Railway 
Company, DOT Number 508 129 K in the Borough of Speers, Washington County and CSX 
Transportation, Inc., DOT 584 810 E in Rostraver Township, Westmoreland County and the 
allocation of costs incident thereto. 

Dear Secretary Homsher: 

Enclosed for filing, please find the Application of the Department of Transportation.   

A copy of this Application and Exhibits has been served upon the parties in the Certificate 
of Service to the Application. 

Sincerely,

Thomas A. Ryczek Jr. 
District Grade Crossing Administrator 
Engineering District 12-0 
Department of Transportation

Attachments 

cc: Parties of Record 
M. J. Chappell, P.E., Chief, Right-of-Way, Utilities and Grade Crossing Division
R. J. Kopacz, Senior Counsel, Office of Chief Counsel
W. M. Sinick, P.E., Rail Safety Engineering Section, PUC



BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

Application of the Department of Transportation of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for approval to 
alter the public above grade crossing by placement of 
new ITS conduit line on existing structure where State 
Route 0070 crosses the track(s) of Norfolk Southern 
Railway Company, DOT Number 508 129 K in the 
Borough of Speers, Washington County and CSX 
Transportation, Inc., DOT 584 810 E in Rostraver 
Township, Westmoreland County and the allocation 
of costs incident thereto. 

 
 

Application  
Docket No.____________________ 

Electronically Filed 

APPLICATION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION   

Applicant, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation, files this 

Application pursuant to the provisions of 66 Pa.C.S § 2702 and 52 Pa. Code § 5.13 for the alteration 

of the public above grade crossing where State Route 0070 crosses tracks of Norfolk Southern 

Railway Company, DOT Number 508 129 K in the Borough of Speers, Washington County and 

CSX Transportation, Inc., DOT 584 810 E in Rostraver Township, Westmoreland County as 

described below: 

1. The name and address of Applicant are Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of

Transportation, Jeremy M. Hughes, P.E., Assistant District Executive, Engineering District 12-0, 

PO Box 459, 825 North Gallatin Avenue, Uniontown, PA 15401.    

2. The name and address of the attorney for the Applicant is Elizabeth K. Rall, Assistant Counsel,

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation, Office of Chief Counsel, PO Box 

8212, Harrisburg, PA 17105-8212. 
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3. The Applicant is an agency of Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, organized and existing under

the Administrative Code of 1929, 71 P.S. § 511, et seq. and generally 36 P.S. § 670 - 401 et seq. 

4. The names and addresses of the persons, parties and entities concerned in, or affected by the

proposed construction, to the best of the Applicant’s knowledge, are shown in the certificate of 

service.  In addition to those served, the Applicant requests that the following also receive service 

of all documents in this matter: 

Mark Chappell P.E., Chief 
Right of Way, Utilities & Grade Crossing 
Division 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
PO Box 3362 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3362 
marchappel@pa.gov 

Robert Kopacz 
Counsel for Applicant 
Office of Chief Counsel 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
PO Box 8212 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8212 
kcummings@pa.gov

5. The Applicant is seeking approval to place a new ITS Conduit line on the existing structure

over Norfolk Southern Railway Company at LAT 40.12, LONG -79.88 and CSX Transportation, 

Inc. at LAT 40.13, LONG -79.88. A Location Map is attached hereto and marked as Exhibit “A” 

and the Conceptual ITS Conduit Plan marked as Exhibit “B”.  

6. The Applicant is aware of prior Public Utility Commission orders for this crossing/these

crossings at Docket Number(s): A-00109513 

7. The average daily traffic for State Route 0070 at this crossing is Eastbound 16,091 and

Westbound 16,387 vehicles with 25% trucks. 

mailto:marchappel@pa.gov
mailto:kcummings@pa.gov
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8. The estimated total cost for the project subject to the application and described above is

$200,000.00.  The Applicant anticipates that the funding for the project will be 100% federal funds 

9. This project is necessary and proper for the safety and convenience of the public.

10. A conference of all parties of interest should be held to discuss the proposed project

Wherefore, Applicant respectfully requests that the Public Utility Commission approve this 

Application. 

Respectfully Submitted: 

_____________________________ 
Jeremy M. Hughes, P.E. 
Assistant District Executive – Design 
Engineering District 12-0 
Department of Transportation 
825 N. Gallatin Ave. 
Uniontown, PA 15401 
Phone: (724) 429-7259 
Fax: (724) 430-4401 

Dated: _April 30, 2026__ Email:  jerhughes@pa.gov  
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VERIFICATION 

I, Thomas A. Ryczek Jr., hereby state that the facts above set forth are true and correct to 

the best of my knowledge, information, and belief and that I expect to be able to prove the same 

at a hearing held in this matter. I understand that the statements herein are made subject to the 

penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. §4904 (relating to unsworn falsification to authorities). 

Date: _____________________________ 
Thomas A. Ryczek Jr.  
District Grade Crossing Administrator 

April 30, 2026

Type text here
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I have this day served a true copy of the foregoing document upon the 
participants listed below, in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54, by electronic 
mail: 

D. Shawn Starling, P.E.
Senior Engineer – Public Improvements
Norfolk Southern Railway Company
650 West Peachtree Street NW – Box 45
Atlanta, GA 30308
Douglas.Starling@nscorp.com

Mr. Michael Sliper 
CSX Transportation, Inc. 
1 Bell Crossing 
Selkirk, NY 12158 
Michael_Sliper@csx.com 

Cynthia B. Griffin 
Washington County Commissioners 
95 W. Beau St, Suite 605 
Washington, PA 15301 
griffinc@co.washington.pa.us 

Vera Spina 
Westmoreland County Commissioners 
101 Courthouse Square 
2 N. Main Street 
Greensburg, PA 15601 
vspina@westmorelandcountypa.gov 

Jody Burkholder 
Borough of Speers 
300 Phillips Street 
Charleroi, PA 15022 
admin@bspeers.comcastbiz.net 

Pamela S. Beard 
Rostraver Township 
201 Municipal Drive 
Rostraver Township, PA 15012 
pbeard@rostraver.us 

Justin Nash 
Belle Vernon Boro Municipal Authority 
19 Main Street, PO Box 181 
Belle Vernon, PA 15012 
jnash@mabv15012.com 

Michael Kalamaras 
Authority of the Borough of Charleroi 
PO Box 211/3 McKean Avenue 
Charleroi, PA 15022 
michaelkalamaras@abcwater.org 

mailto:Douglas.Starling@nscorp.com
mailto:Michael_Sliper@csx.com
mailto:griffinc@co.washington.pa.us
mailto:vspina@westmorelandcountypa.gov
mailto:admin@bspeers.comcastbiz.net
mailto:pbeard@rostraver.us


Matt Blasinsky 
West Penn Power Company 
365 Washington Road 
Washington, PA 15301 
mblasinsky@firstenergycorp.com 

Gary Baird 
Peoples Natural Gas Company 
4534 Route 136, Suite 9 
Greensburg, PA 15601 
Gary.Baird@Peoples-Gas.com 

Clay Swenglich 
Columbia Gas of PA 
1452 Gun Club Road 
Uniontown, PA 15401 
CSwenglish@nisource.com 

Bryan Loughner 
Verizon 
27 West Church Street 
Uniontown, PA 15401 
Bryan.loughner@verizon.com

Dated this _______ Day of ___________, 2026   _______________________  
Thomas A. Ryczek Jr. 
District 12 Grade Crossing Administrator 
PO Box 459 
825 North Gallatin Avenue  
Uniontown, PA 15401 
(724) 439-7190
tryczek@pa.gov

30 April



WASHINGTON AND WESTMORELAND COUNTY 
SPEERS BOROUGH AND ROSTRAVER TOWNSHIP 

STATE ROUTE 70, SECTION 10K 
DOT # 508 129 K and 584 810 E 

LOCATION MAP - EXHIBIT “A” 
Sheet 1 of 1 

PROJECT 
LOCATIONS 
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Exhibit "B"
Sheet 1 of 3



F
ile

 n
a

m
e

: 
J:

\S
tr

u
ct

u
re

s\
D

is
t-

1
2

\S
R

0
0

7
0

\1
0

K
\B

e
lle

 V
e

rn
o

n
 B

ri
d

g
e

\P
la

n
s\

B
O

X
 M

O
U

N
T

 D
E

T
A

IL
S

.d
w

g
  
F

e
b
 2

2
, 
2
0
2
4
-1

:3
1
p
m

, 
p
e
su

ce
vi

c

Exhibit "B"
Sheet 2 of 3



F
ile

 n
a

m
e

: 
J:

\S
tr

u
ct

u
re

s\
D

is
t-

1
2

\S
R

0
0

7
0

\1
0

K
\B

e
lle

 V
e

rn
o

n
 B

ri
d

g
e

\P
la

n
s\

B
O

X
 M

O
U

N
T

 D
E

T
A

IL
S

.d
w

g
  
F

e
b
 2

2
, 
2
0
2
4
-1

:3
3
p
m

, 
p
e
su

ce
vi

c

Exhibit "B"
Sheet 3 of 3


	Exhibit B - Conceptual ITS Conduit Plan.pdf
	SR 70-10K ITS Plan Belle Vernon Bridge 
	Portion of Belle Vernon Bridge 2015 Preservation




