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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
COMMONWEALTH KEYSTONE BUILDING
400 NORTH STREET
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17120
	


IN REPLY PLEASE
REFER TO OUR FILE

A-2023-3038119

TO ALL PARTIES OF RECORD

Application of North East Borough for approval of the alteration of the public crossing (DOT 524 029 W) where Loomis Street crosses, at grade, two (2) tracks of CSX Transportation Inc., and one (1) track of Norfolk Southern Railway Company, located in North East Borough in Erie County. 


		By application filed with the Commission on February 6, 2023, 
North East Borough sought Commission approval for the alteration of the public crossing  
(DOT 524 029 W) where Loomis Street crosses, at grade, two (2) tracks of CSX Transportation 
Inc. (CSXT), and one (1) track of Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSRC), located in North 
East Borough, Erie County.

  	  	By Secretarial Letter dated July 31, 2023, the Commission directed items of work to be completed by the parties involved and assigned future maintenance responsibilities at the subject crossing.

  	  	A final inspection was held on May 12, 2026, to determine the acceptability of the completed work,  discuss any outstanding matters,  and close the proceeding, if possible.  At the final inspection, the parties discussed outstanding compliance and punch list items that were necessary to be completed prior to the proceeding being closed out. 

During the final inspection, it was observed that the previously painted dynamic envelope pavement markings at the subject crossing were no longer visible, and several timbers in CSXT’s crossing surfaces were loose. Additionally, before the meeting adjourned, the attending parties observed a west-bound tractor-trailer stop between the tracks while the flashing lights and gates were activated.  The truck began to enter the crossing as the devices were activating, then hesitated and came to a complete stop between the tracks instead of continuing through the crossing. Although the truck ultimately proceeded past the deployed gate arm before the train’s arrival, the incident demonstrated the continued existence of safety concerns at the crossing.

		 To avoid referral of this matter to the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement for compliance of the Secretarial Letter dated July 31, 2023, the Rail Safety Division of the Commission’s Technical Utility Services Bureau recommends the following safety, maintenance and compliance measures be completed. 

  	  	CSXT and NSRC are directed to 1) continue to provide flagging at their sole cost and expense, to accommodate North East Borough’s paint crew, and 2) continue to cut the existing brush and trees which are growing within their shared common property line between the two railroads, as well as cutting the brush growing along their outermost property lines to improve vehicular sight distance.
   		
CSXT and NSRC are directed to provide copies of their current situation and circuitry plans for the subject crossing to the Commission, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation and to North East Borough as per Numbered Paragraphs 9 and 10 of the Commission’s Secretarial Letter dated July 31, 2023.  

		North East Borough is directed to 1) refresh/repaint the dynamic envelope pavement markings and stop bars as soon as possible, and 2) provide all parties a copy of the completed engineering traffic study with the recommended option to reduce accidents and improve safety at the crossing as per Numbered Paragraphs 13 and 22 of the Commission’s Secretarial Letter dated July 31, 2023.  

CSXT is further directed to maintain its crossing surface by securing or replacing  all loose timbers and tightening or replacing any protruding bolt heads in their existing timber and asphalt crossing surfaces as per Numbered Paragraph 20 of the Commission’s Secretarial Letter dated July 31, 2023.  	  	 

 	 	The Rail Safety Division directs the parties to complete the above tasks on or before July 13, 2026, to avoid the necessity of additional actions taken by the Commission and to continue to promote public safety at the public crossing (DOT 524 029 W). 

Following the July 13, 2026 date, a Commission staff engineer will schedule a virtual Microsoft Teams meeting with all parties of record to further discuss the implementation of the safety improvements recommended in North East Borough’s engineering traffic study and the potential filing of a new application.
  	 
  	  	The Parties are reminded that failure to comply with any Order or Secretarial Letter in this proceeding may result in an enforcement action seeking civil penalties and/or other sanctions pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. § 3301. All formal documents must be filed with the Secretary of the Commission. Documents must be eFiled, mailed or hand delivered. All filings should be addressed to the Secretary, PA Public Utility Commission, 400 North Street, Harrisburg, PA 17120. The Commission will not accept documents delivered by fax or by e-mail. Parties are encouraged to file formal documents by eFiling with the Secretary of the Commission by opening an eFiling account through the Commission’s website (the account is free of charge) and accepting eservice at https://www.puc.pa.gov/filing-resources/efiling/. 






  	  	If your filing contains confidential material, you are required to file by overnight delivery to ensure the timely filing of your submission. There are certain filings that cannot be eFiled, such as filings containing confidential or proprietary material. These must be submitted to the Secretary by overnight delivery, priority, or certified mail to allow tracking of your filing. 

  	  	

						Very truly yours,
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								Andrew Reed, P.E.
Rail Section
Bureau of Technical Utilities
Phone (717) 787-4510
Email  andreed@pa.gov
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