
 
DOCUMENTO 1: CARTA DE PRESENTACIÓN (COVER LETTER) 

text 
BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
 
In the Matter of: 
Joint Application of American Water Works        : 
Company, Inc., Essential Utilities, Inc.,         : 
Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc., Aqua Pennsylvania        :   Docket No. A-2025-
3058927 
Wastewater, Inc., Peoples Natural Gas             : 
Company, LLC, and Alpha Merger Sub, Inc.        : 
 
June 8, 2026 
 
VIA eFILING 
 
Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 
RE: Joint Application of American Water Works Company, Inc., et al.  
    Docket No. A-2025-3058927 
    SUBMISSION OF PETITIONER’S REPLY BRIEF IN OPPOSITION TO JOINT 
APPLICANTS 
 
Dear Secretary Chiavetta: 
 
Enclosed for electronic filing with the Pennsylvania Public Utility 
Commission is my formal Reply Brief in Opposition to the Joint Applicants’ 
Brief filed on June 8, 2026, in the above-referenced docket.  
 
I am a Pro Se Petitioner in this matter. This filing explicitly addresses 
and refutes the procedural evasions and factual omissions presented by the 
Joint Applicants regarding the active, unliquidated First Mortgage Gold 
Bonds of 1911 and the associated Master Indenture encumbering the asset 
base subject to the proposed change of control. 
 
As a Pro Se litigant, and pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 1.2 (Liberal 
Construction), I request that this Commission accept this filing to 
preserve substantial rights and ensure the integrity of the Rate Base 
under review.  
 
A copy of this document has been served on the presiding Administrative 
Law Judges and the parties of record, as indicated on the attached 
Certificate of Service. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
__________________________________ 
Luis Francisco, Pro Se Petitioner 



[737 n lacrosse st Allentown pa 18109 
[tel4844560318 
Providence1133@gmail.com 
 

 

DOCUMENTO 2: ESCRITO DE RÉPLICA (REPLY BRIEF) 

text 
BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
 
Joint Application of American Water Works        : 
Company, Inc., Essential Utilities, Inc.,         : 
Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc., Aqua Pennsylvania        :   Docket No. A-2025-
3058927 
Wastewater, Inc., Peoples Natural Gas             : 
Company, LLC, and Alpha Merger Sub, Inc.        : 
 
PETITIONER LUIS FRANCISCO’S REPLY BRIEF IN OPPOSITION TO  
THE JOINT APPLICANTS’ BRIEF REGARDING INTERLOCUTORY REVIEW 
 
I. INTRODUCTION AND MATERIAL QUESTION PRESENTED 
 
Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 5.302, Petitioner Luis Francisco, appearing Pro 
Se, hereby submits this Reply Brief to destroy the procedural evasions and 
factual distortions presented by the Joint Applicants in their June 8, 
2026 filing.  
 
The Joint Applicants argue that the Petitioner has failed to state a 
material question and lacks a cognizable interest. To cure any alleged 
formatting deficiency, and to satisfy the strict requirements of 52 Pa. 
Code § 5.302(a), the Petitioner explicitly states the following Material 
Question for the Commission’s immediate review and answer: 
 
MATERIAL QUESTION:  
"Must the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission deny or stay a multi-
billion dollar Change of Control and Merger under Chapters 11 and 22 of 
the Public Utility Code when the physical Asset Base (Rate Base) sought to 
be transferred is legally encumbered by active, unliquidated First 
Mortgage Gold Bonds, and the Joint Applicants fail to produce any physical 
proof of payment, satisfaction of mortgage, or legal release of the senior 
debt?" 
 
II. PROCEDURAL SANEAMIENTO: THE ADMISSION OF EVIDENCE 
 
The Joint Applicants attempt to dismiss the Petitioner's evidence as late 
or procedurally defective due to the physical limitations of the 
Commission's electronic eFiling platform. This argument is legally 
bankrupt.  
 
1. Technical Deficiencies Are Cured: The physical size limitations of the 
eFiling platform for heavy PDF documents cannot be used as a weapon to 

mailto:Providence1133@gmail.com


strip a secured creditor of his rights. Petitioner has hand-delivered the 
comprehensive Master Indenture and copies of the senior certificates to 
the Secretary’s Bureau to cure the system's technical limits. 
2. Evidence is Already Part of the Record: On April 21, 2026, during the 
Public Input Hearing, the Petitioner testified and formally presented five 
(5) physical exhibits of the bonds. The Joint Applicants’ counsel was 
present and raised ZERO OBJECTIONS. The evidence was admitted into the 
official record. The Joint Applicants cannot now claim the evidence is 
non-cognizable after failing to object at the proper evidentiary hearing. 
 
III. ARGUMENT ON THE MERITS: THE LAW OF SUCCESSION UNIVERSAL 
 
The Joint Applicants’ summary of corporate history on page 7 of their 
Brief is an explicit admission of guilt and establishes the exact "link" 
the Administrative Law Judges required. 
 
1. Corporate Genealogy Confessed: The Joint Applicants admit that 
Harrisburg Suburban Water Company was formerly the Rutherford Water 
Company (the original issuer of the bonds). They further admit a chain of 
continuous mergers leading from Harrisburg Suburban to United Water 
(1962), SUEZ (2015), and Veolia (2022).  
2. Statutory Assumption of Liability under 15 Pa.C.S. § 1929: Under the 
Pennsylvania Associations Code, the principle of Universal Succession 
dictates that a surviving corporation in a merger automatically absorbs 
all property rights AND all outstanding debts, liabilities, and duties of 
the constituent entities.  
3. The Burden of Proof: The Joint Applicants have provided a list of 
corporate name changes, but they have failed to produce the only two 
documents that could legally invalidate the Petitioner's claim: (a) a 
Certified Proof of Full Payment of the bonds, or (b) a recorded 
Release/Satisfaction of Mortgage from the Recorder of Deeds of Dauphin 
County. Evasive corporate history is not a legal substitute for a 
satisfaction of mortgage. 
 
IV. DEMONSTRATION OF SUBSTANTIAL PREJUDICE AND EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES 
 
Interlocutory review is absolutely mandatory in this instance under 52 Pa. 
Code § 5.302(a) to prevent immediate, substantial, and irreparable 
prejudice that cannot be cured at the end of the proceeding. 
 
If the Commission approves the Joint Application under Sections 1102(a)(3) 
and 2210(c) without addressing this unliquidated senior debt, the Joint 
Applicants will successfully transfer physical distribution assets that 
are legally gravados (encumbered) into a new shell entity (Alpha Merger 
Sub, Inc.). This will dilute the secured rights of the bondholder, distort 
the true valuation of the "Rate Base" used to calculate consumer tariffs, 
and allow the Joint Applicants to enrich themselves unjustly by earning a 
regulated rate of return on infrastructure funded by unredeemed capital.  
 
V. CONCLUSION AND RELIEF SOUGHT 
 
For the reasons set forth above, and pursuant to the mandates of 52 Pa. 
Code § 1.2 requiring a liberal construction of rules for Pro Se 



participants, Petitioner Luis Francisco respectfully requests that the 
Administrative Law Judges and the Commission: 
 
1. GRANT Interlocutory Review of the Material Question presented. 
2. ORDER the Joint Applicants to produce immediate, unevasive proof of 
payment or satisfaction of the 1911 First Mortgage obligations within ten 
(10) days. 
3. STAY all merger proceedings under Docket No. A-2025-3058927 until a 
comprehensive audit of the unliquidated debt in the Joint Applicants’ Rate 
Base is finalized. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Luis Francisco  
 
__________________________________ 
Luis Francisco, Pro Se Petitioner 
Dated: June 8, 2026 
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Company, Inc., Essential Utilities, Inc.,         : 
Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc., Aqua Pennsylvania        :   Docket No. A-2025-
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
I hereby certify that I have this day served a true copy of the foregoing 
Reply Brief upon the parties of record listed below, in accordance with 
the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54 (relating to service by a 
participant). 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL (E-MAIL): 
 
[Aquí debes escribir el correo electrónico del abogado de la empresa de 
agua, por ejemplo: Attorney Lent o el bufete que firma el escrito del 
lunes] 
Counsel for Joint Applicants 
 
Administrative Law Judges assigned to Docket No. A-2025-3058927 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
 



Dated: June 8, 2026 
 
___luis Francisco_______________________________ 
Luis Francisco, Pro Se Petitioner 
 

 

V. THE JOINT APPLICANTS FAILED TO SUSTAIN THEIR BURDEN OF PROOF AND RELIED 
SOLELY ON UNVERIFIED STATEMENTS OF COUNSEL The Petitioner respectfully requests 
that the Presiding Administrative Law Judges (ALJs) reject the Joint Applicants' June 8, 
2026, Brief in its entirety, as it consists exclusively of unverified narrative assertions and 
legal arguments of counsel without a single piece of physical, documentary evidence 
attached to support their claims. 1. Statements of Counsel Are Not Evidence: Under long-
standing Pennsylvania jurisprudence, it is a fundamental rule of law that statements, 
assertions, and historical narratives made by attorneys in legal briefs or pleadings do not 
constitute competent evidence. The Joint Applicants cannot merely state that a mortgage 
was foreclosed or a debt was extinguished; they must prove it with certified physical 
records. 2. Statutory Burden of Proof Under 66 Pa. C.S. § 315(a): Pursuant to Section 315(a) 
of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code, the burden of proof in any proceeding involving the 
valuation of properties or the restructuring of regulated utilities rests strictly and 
unshiftingly upon the Joint Applicants. They are the parties seeking a Certificate of Public 
Convenience under Chapters 11 and 22, and they bear the absolute burden to demonstrate 
that the Asset Base (Rate Base) to be transferred is legally clean and free of unliquidated 
senior liabilities. 3. Complete Failure to Produce Physical Proof of Payment or Satisfaction: 
While the Petitioner has placed physical, uncancelled, senior First Mortgage Gold Bond 
certificates and 53 unredeemed interest coupons into the official record, the Joint 
Applicants have failed to produce: a. Any physical bank redemption receipt or accounting 
ledger showing full payment of these specific titles. b. A certified recorded Satisfaction of 
Mortgage or Release of Lien from the Recorder of Deeds of Dauphin County. Conclusion on 
this Point: The Presiding ALJs cannot legally accept the Joint Applicants' evasive legal prose 
as a substitute for physical evidence. Because the Joint Applicants have chosen to rely on 
mere words instead of physical proof to challenge a live, uncancelled senior debt currently 
sitting in the infrastructure grid under review, they have failed to sustain their statutory 
burden of proof. Consequently, the Jueza must deny or stay the proposed Joint 
Application./ Luis Francisco #4 
 

 

 










































































