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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
COMMONWEALTH KEYSTONE BUILDING
400 NORTH STREET
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17120
	


IN REPLY PLEASE
REFER TO OUR FILE

A-2021-3027435

TO ALL PARTIES OF RECORD

Application of the York County Rail Trail Authority for approval to alter and suspend five (5) public crossings where Pine Avenue (DOT 535 218 Y) and South East Street (DOT 535 217 S) located in the Borough of Spring Grove and where Hershey Road (DOT 535 216 K) and Martin Road (DOT 535 215 D) located in Jackson Township cross, at grade, and where Sunnyside Road (DOT 535 214 W) crosses, below grade, a track of the York Railway Company, subsidiary of Genesee & Wyoming Railroad Inc., in York County. 


		By application filed with the Commission on July 22, 2021, York County Rail Trail Authority (YCRTA) sought Commission approval to alter and suspend five (5) public crossings, as listed in the table below, that cross a track of the York Railway Company, subsidiary of Genesee & Wyoming Railroad Inc., in York County.

	Crossing No.
	Road
	Municipality
	DOT
	Type

	1
	Pine Avenue
	Spring Grove Borough
	535 218 Y
	At-grade

	2
	South East Street
	Spring Grove Borough
	535 217 S
	At-grade

	3
	Hershey Road
	Jackson Township
	535 216 K
	At-grade

	4
	Martin Road
	Jackson Township
	535 215 D
	At-grade

	5
	Sunnyside Road
	Jackson Township
	535 214 W
	Below-grade



  	  	By Secretarial Letter dated January 25, 2023, the Commission directed items of work to be completed by the parties involved and assigned future maintenance responsibilities at the subject crossing. Per ordering paragraph no. 8, the Commission directed YCRTA to alter Crossing No. 5 by removing the existing railroad track, reusing the existing girders, abutments and pier and constructing a new concrete deck with pedestrian railings, all in accordance with the approved plans. Per ordering paragraph no. 8, the Commission directed YCRTA to request the affirmation of the existing below-grade crossing of the Hanover Trolley Trail located under a bridge of York Railway Company in the Borough of Spring Grove. Per ordering paragraph no. 15, all work required to suspend Crossing Nos. 3, 4 and 5 was to be completed on or before December 31, 2025.
  	  	A final inspection was held on May 21, 2026, to determine the acceptability of the completed work, discuss any outstanding matters, and close the proceeding. During the final inspection, it was observed that the trail has been closed on each approach to the bridge by a chain link fence that has been installed across the rail trail. The railroad tracks on the bridge over Sunnyside Road are intact and the new concrete deck has not been constructed. 

		 To avoid referral of this matter to the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement for compliance of the Secretarial Letter dated January 25, 2023, the Rail Safety Division of the Commission’s Technical Utility Services Bureau recommends the following safety, maintenance and compliance measures be completed. 

  	  	YCRTA is directed to 1) file a letter of petition requesting a time extension, 
2) file a letter requesting the affirmation of the below-grade trail crossing of the Hanover Trolley Trail located under the bridge of York Railway Company in the Borough of Spring Grove, 
3) provide an explanation as to why the superstructure improvements over Sunnyside Road, that were directed by the Commission, were not complied with, 4) request the affirmation of the closing of the rail trail at the Sunnyside Road crossing, 5) submit plans showing any barricades, fencing or signage used to close the approaches of the rail trail to the bridge over Sunnyside Road for approval.
   		
 	 	The Rail Safety Division directs YCRTA to complete the above tasks on or before July 17, 2026, to avoid the necessity of additional actions taken by the Commission. 
 	 
  	  	YCRTA is reminded that failure to comply with any Order or Secretarial Letter in this proceeding may result in an enforcement action seeking civil penalties and/or other sanctions pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. § 3301. 

  	  	All formal documents must be filed with the Secretary of the Commission. Documents must be eFiled, mailed or hand delivered. All filings should be addressed to the Secretary, PA Public Utility Commission, 400 North Street, Harrisburg, PA 17120. The Commission will not accept documents delivered by fax or by e-mail. Parties are encouraged to file formal documents by eFiling with the Secretary of the Commission by opening an eFiling account through the Commission’s website (the account is free of charge) and accepting eservice at https://www.puc.pa.gov/filing-resources/efiling/. 

  	  	If your filing contains confidential material, you are required to file by overnight delivery to ensure the timely filing of your submission. There are certain filings that cannot be eFiled, such as filings containing confidential or proprietary material. These must be submitted to the Secretary by overnight delivery, priority, or certified mail to allow tracking of your filing. 

						Very truly yours,
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								Andrew Reed, P.E.
Rail Section
Bureau of Technical Utilities
Phone (717) 787-4510
Email  andreed@pa.gov
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