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Application of PPL Electric Utilities 
Corporation, Filed Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code 
Chapter 57 Subchapter G, for Approval to (1) 
Bifurcate and Rebuild 4.4 Miles of the 
Existing Sunbury-Susquehanna #1 230 kV 
Transmission Line; (2) Construct 0.9 Miles 
of New Transmission Line Tap for Future 
230 kV Double-Circuit Operation; (3) Raise 
Approximately 0.5 Miles of the Sunbury-
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A Finding And Determination That The 
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Of Eminent Domain To Acquire Certain 
Portions Of Lands in Hazle Township, 
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania For The 
Sugarloaf 500/230 kV Transmission Line 
Associated With The Proposed Sugarloaf 
500/230 kV Transmission Line Project Is 
Necessary Or Proper For The Service, 
Accommodation, Convenience, Or Safety Of 
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PREHEARING CONFERENCE ORDER 
 

You are receiving this order because you have been identified as a person who 

may have an interest in the proceedings filed with the Public Utility Commission listed in the 

captions above.  This order will describe the process the Commission will follow in considering 

the Applications and Petition, the different options you may have for involvement, and how to 

become a party to these cases.  There is no requirement that you participate; however, if you do 

not, then the cases will proceed and be decided without your input. 

 

On April 6, 2026, PPL filed an Application with the Commission for approval to: 

(1) rebuild approximately 4.4 miles of the existing single-circuit Sunbury-Susquehanna #1 230 

kV Transmission Line for double-circuit 230 kV operation (Susquehanna-Nescopeck #1 and #2 

230 kV Transmission Lines) from the existing Susquehanna Switchyard to the proposed 

Nescopeck 230 kV Switchyard (Nescopeck Switchyard); (2) construct a new approximately 0.9-

mile-long 230 kV transmission line tap for future 230 kV double-circuit operation (Sunbury-

Nescopeck #1 230 kV Transmission Line) from the existing single-circuit Sunbury-Susquehanna 

#1 230 kV Transmission Line to the new Nescopeck Switchyard; (3) raise approximately 0.5 

miles of the Sunbury-Susquehanna 500 kV Transmission Line to accommodate the 

undercrossing of the proposed Susquehanna-Nescopeck #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines 

and the proposed Sunbury-Nescopeck #1 230 kV Transmission Line; and (4) construct a new 

11.2-mile-long 230 kV transmission line (Sugarloaf 500/230 kV Transmission Line) for future 

double-circuit 500 kV capacity between the proposed Nescopeck Switchyard, new Tomhicken 

Switchyard, and the existing Harwood 230/69 kV Substation.  This Application was filed at 

Docket No. A-2026-3061547. 

Also on April 6, 2026, PPL filed: (1) a Petition for findings that a structure to 

shelter electrical and control equipment at the proposed Nescopeck Switchyard in Nescopeck 

Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania is reasonably necessary for the convenience or welfare 

of the public, at Docket No. P-2026-3061609; and (2) 30 Applications under 15 Pa.C.S. § 

1511(c) for a finding and determination that the service to be furnished by the applicant through 

its proposed exercise of the power of eminent domain to acquire a certain portion of the lands of 

various entities in Hazle, Sugarloaf and Nescopeck Townships, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, 
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for the Sugarloaf 500/230 kV Transmission Line project associated with the proposed Sugarloaf 

500/230 kV Transmission Line project is necessary or proper for the service, accommodation, 

convenience, or safety of the public, at Docket Nos. A-2026-3061549, A-2026-3061550, A-

2026-3061551, A-2026-3061552, A-2026-3061553, A-2026-3061554, A-2026-3061555, A-

2026-3061556, A-2026-3061557, A-2026-3061560, A-2026-3061561, A-2026-3061562, A-

2026-3061564, A-2026-3061566, A-2026-3061567, A-2026-3061568, A-2026-3061569, A-

2026-3061570, A-2026-3061571, A-2026-3061572, A-2026-3061573, A-2026-3061576, A-

2026-3061577, A-2026-3061578, A-2026-3061579, A-2026-3061581, A-2026-3061582, A-

2026-3061583, A-2026-3061584, and A-2026-3061585. 

 

A Prehearing Conference for the referenced matters is scheduled for: Friday, 

July 10, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.    

 

To participate you must call the following and follow the prompts: 

 

Toll-free Conference Number:  888.387.8560 
Passcode Number:    69874953 
   

 

The Prehearing Conference is for the discussion and planning of the litigation of 

the case.  No testimony will be taken.  Only attorneys representing parties of record and 

individual persons representing themselves as full litigants/a party of record will be permitted to 

participate in the Prehearing Conference. 

 

In response to this Prehearing Order, you may proceed one of three ways: 

 

Do nothing.  If you do nothing after receiving this Prehearing Conference Order, 

your name will be removed from the service list.  After the Prehearing Conference, you will not 

receive any pleadings, filings, discovery requests, written testimony or orders and decisions in 

this matter.  You may still attend and testify at a public input hearing, if one is scheduled, as 

explained in the next paragraph.   



4 

Attend a public input hearing, if scheduled.  Public input hearings, if 

scheduled, may be held in geographical areas impacted by the filings for the purpose of giving 

those who do not wish to participate in the formal litigation process an opportunity to express 

their opinions regarding PPL Electric’s proposal.  If public input hearings are scheduled, the 

Commission will issue a notice which includes instructions for how to tell the Commission that 

you wish to testify.  If you testify at a public input hearing, you will not be permitted to testify at 

the evidentiary hearings.  The Commission notice will also include instructions if you wish to 

listen but do not wish to testify.  Notice of the public input hearings, if scheduled, will be 

published in your local newspaper two weeks prior to being held and on PPL Electric’s website. 

 

Become a party of record.  As a party of record, you will be served with all the 

pleadings, filings, discovery requests, written testimony and orders and decisions served and 

issued in this proceeding.  These documents will be voluminous.  Your rights as a party of record 

include the ability to present your own testimony or documents and to cross-examine other 

witnesses at the formal hearings, and to file exceptions to the Administrative Law Judges’ 

decision.  Your duties as a party of record are that you must answer all discovery requests served 

upon you in accordance with the rules.  You will be required to serve a copy of anything that you 

file upon the presiding officers and each party appearing on the service list, as modified after the 

Prehearing Conference, regardless of the cost of postage.  If you intend to present evidence at the 

evidentiary hearings, you will be required to submit your testimony and documents in writing, in 

advance, and in accordance with the schedule to be set at the Prehearing Conference and to 

provide a copy of your written testimony to each party on the service list.  You will be expected 

to participate in accordance with the rules of Commission practice appearing in Title 52 of the 

Pennsylvania Code (52 Pa. Code) at Chapters 1, 3 and 5. The Pennsylvania Code is available on-

line at www.pacodeandbulletin.gov. 

 

To become a party of record, you must file a formal protest or a petition to intervene.  

Formal protests and petitions to intervene must be filed in accordance with 52 Pa. Code (relating 

to public utilities) on or before Friday, July 3, 2026.  All filings must be made with the 

http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/
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Secretary of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, 400 North Street, Harrisburg, PA 

17120, with a copy served on the undersigned and the current parties to this proceeding.1   

 

The undersigned presiding officers accept service via email to: efarren@pa.gov 

and sthaas@pa.gov.  Email service to the presiding officers does not need to be followed by a 

hard copy unless specifically instructed.  

 

The documents filed in support of the Application are available for inspection and 

copying at the Office of the Secretary between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday 

through Friday, on the Commission’s website at www.puc.pa.gov, and at the Company’s 

business address. 

 

You are strongly encouraged to register for the Commission’s free e-Filing 

subscription service, which allows users to automatically receive an email notification whenever 

a document is added, removed, or changed on the Commission’s website regarding a specific 

case.  Instructions for subscribing to this service are on the Commission’s website at 

http://www.puc.pa.gov/Documentation/eFiling_Subscriptions.pdf.  

 

The parties are further directed to comply with the following requirements:  

 

1. Each party must prepare and distribute a prehearing memorandum on or 
before Wednesday, July 8, 2026.  Prehearing memorandum shall set forth a brief history of the 

 
1  Currently, the Formal Protestants to the Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, Filed 

Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G, for Approval to (1) Bifurcate and Rebuild 4.4 Miles of the 
Existing Sunbury-Susquehanna #1 230 kV Transmission Line; (2) Construct 0.9 Miles of New Transmission Line Tap 
for Future 230 kV Double-Circuit Operation; (3) Raise Approximately 0.5 Miles of the Sunbury-Susquehanna 500 kV 
Transmission Line; and (4) Construct 11.2 Miles of New Double-Circuit 230 kV Transmission Line for Future 
Double-Circuit 500 kV Capacity, Located in Black Creek, Hazle, Hollenback, Nescopeck, and Sugarloaf Townships 
in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, at Docket No. A-2026-3061547 are OCA, John and Jill Zola, and Richard and 
Bridget Caputo.  John and Jill Zola and Richard and Bridget Caputo also filed a Protest of the Application of PPL 
Electric Utilities Corporation Under 15 Pa.C.S. § 1511(c) For A Finding And Determination That The Service To Be 
Furnished By The Applicant Through Its Proposed Exercise Of The Power Of Eminent Domain To Acquire Certain 
Portions Of Lands of John F. Zola & Jill M. Zola in Sugarloaf Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania For The 
Sugarloaf 500/230 kV Transmission Line Associated With The Proposed Sugarloaf 500/230 kV Transmission Line 
Project Is Necessary Or Proper For The Service, Accommodation, Convenience, Or Safety Of The Public, at Docket 
No. A-2026-3061579. 

 

mailto:efarren@pa.gov
mailto:sthaas@pa.gov
http://www.puc.pa.gov/
http://www.puc.pa.gov/Documentation/eFiling_Subscriptions.pdf
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proceeding, the issues you intend to present, a list of your proposed witnesses and the subject of 
their testimony, a list of any exhibits or documents you intend to present at the hearing in this 
proceeding, the party’s position2 on public input hearings, and a proposed litigation schedule.   

 

PPL Electric is expected to confer with Formal Protestants and attempt to agree to a 

proposed litigation schedule in advance of the Prehearing Conference. 

 

Review the regulations pertaining to prehearing conferences, 52 Pa. Code §§ 

5.221-5.224, particularly Section 5.222(d) which provides, in part: 

 
(d)  Parties and counsel will be expected to attend the conference 
fully prepared for a useful discussion of all problems involved in 
the proceeding, both procedural and substantive, and fully 
authorized to make commitments with respect thereto.  

 

Review the regulations relating to discovery, specifically Section 5.331(b), which 

provides, inter alia, that “a party shall endeavor to initiate discovery as early in the proceedings as 

reasonably possible,” and Section 5.322, which encourages parties to exchange information on an 

informal basis.  52 Pa. Code §§ 5.331(b), 5.322.  All parties are urged to cooperate in discovery and 

advise the presiding officers at the Prehearing Conference of discovery problems which have not 

been resolved.  There are limitations on discovery and sanctions for abuse of the discovery process.  

52 Pa. Code §§ 5.361, 5.371-5.372. 

 

4. If you are an individual, you may represent yourself, or you may be 

represented by an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or 

admitted pro hac vice.  52 Pa. Code §§ 1.21, 1.22.  However, if you are a partnership, corporation, 

trust, association, or governmental agency or subdivision, you must be represented in this 

proceeding by an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or 

admitted pro hac vice.  Unless you are an attorney, you may not represent someone else.  Attorneys 

shall enter her/his appearance in accordance with the provisions of  Section 1.24(b), 52 Pa. Code § 

1.24(b).  

 
 2  Include proposed dates, times and locations, if applicable. 
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5. Failure of a party to attend the prehearing conference, or notify the 

presiding officers of the desire to fully participate without good cause shown, shall constitute a 

waiver of all objections to the agreements reached and matters decided at the prehearing 

conference, including, but not limited to, any special discovery rules and the litigation schedule 

established for this case.  52 Pa. Code §§ 5.222(e), 5.224. 

 

6. You must serve the presiding officers directly with a copy, via email to 

efarren@pa.gov and sthaas@pa.gov, of any document that you file in this proceeding.  If you send 

the undersigned any correspondence or document, you must send a copy to all other parties.  For 

your convenience, a copy of the Commission’s current service list of the parties to this proceeding is 

enclosed with this order. 

 

7. If you need an interpreter, please contact the Scheduling Office at least ten 

(10) days before the scheduled Prehearing Conference to make your request.  The TTY-based 

Telecommunications Relay Service number for persons who are deaf,  hard of hearing, or have a 

speech disability is 711. 

 

Scheduling Office: (717) 787-1399 

 

 
 
Date: June 24, 2026       /s/    
       Emily A. Farren 
       Administrative Law Judge 
 
         /s/    

Steven K. Haas 
       Administrative Law Judge

 

mailto:efarren@pa.gov
mailto:sthaas@pa.gov
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Baidwan Investments LLC 
9 Jennifer Lane 
Sugarloaf, PA 18249 
 
Donald Karpowich, Esq. 
85 Drasher Road 
Drums, PA 18222 
Atty for Baidwan Investments LLC 
 
Michael & Deena Bereznak 
6 Second St 
Sugarloaf, PA 18249 
 
Francis J. & Jennifer P. Broyan 
718 Zenith Rd. 
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Mark L. Clark 
80 Red Rock Road 
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Anthony J. & Erika L. Cook 
38 Red Rock Rd. 
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3 Second St. 
McAdoo, PA 18237 

 
Vincent & Veronica Dagostin 
136 Hilltop Road 
Hazleton, PA 18201-5609 
 
Joseph A. & Deborah A. Disabella Sr 
437 Rock Glen Road 
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Chris Slusser, Esq. 
1620 N. Church Street, Suite 1 
Hazle Township, PA 18202 
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Humboldt Realty 
c/o Romark Management LLC 
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Landsdale, PA 19446 
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William John & Cynthia A. Tressler 
Tressler Family Living Trust 
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James J. & Wendy M. Wolk 
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Sugarloaf, PA 18249 
 
 
Jason D. & Daniel E. Zola 
P.O. Box 466 
Conyngham, PA 18219 
 
Lynn R. & Jane A. Reakes  
& Glenda R. Johnson 
196 Sugarloaf Mountain Dr. 
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John F. & Jill M. Zola 
17 Dagostin Rd. 
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Richard & Bridget Caputo 
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NP Hazleton Holdings 1 LLC  
c/o Northpoint Development LLC  
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Timothy E. & Heather M. Dunn  
91 Cross Valley Road  
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Ralph and Nancy Ide  
77 Cross Valley Road  
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1485 Zenith Road  
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Mark D. & Victoria J. Hileman  
704 Berwick Hazleton Highway  
Nescopeck, PA 18635 
 
Raymond E. & Nada N. Ryman, et al.  
51 Church Road  
Nescopeck, PA 18635 
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500/230 kV Transmission Line Associated With The Proposed Sugarloaf 500/230 kV Transmission Line Project Is 
Necessary Or Proper For The Service, Accommodation, Convenience, Or Safety Of The Public, Docket Nos. A-2026-
3061549, A-2026-3061550, A-2026-3061551, A-2026-3061552, A-2026-3061553, A-2026-3061554, A-2026-3061555, A-
2026-3061556, A-2026-3061557, A-2026-3061560, A-2026-3061561, A-2026-3061562, A-2026-3061564, A-2026-
3061566, A-2026-3061567, A-2026-3061568, A-2026-3061569, A-2026-3061570, A-2026-3061571, A-2026-3061572, A-
2026-3061573, A-2026-3061576, A-2026-3061577, A-2026-3061578, A-2026-3061579, A-2026-3061581, A-2026-
3061582, A-2026-3061583, A-2026-3061584, and A-2026-3061585 
 
(Revised June 22, 2026) 
 
Served via mail June 24, 2026 
 
Hannah N. Ryman & John P. Mentrikoski  
42 Church Road  
Nescopeck, PA 18635 
 
Denise Shelhamer  
58 Church Road  
Nescopeck, PA 18635 
 
Claudia Kline  
70 Church Road  
Nescopeck, PA 18635 
 
Dennis J. & Bonnie J. Superko  
28 Church Road  
Nescopeck, PA 18635 
 
Tammy B. Logan  
PO Box 10  
Willow, AK 99688 
 
Kevin C. Drasher  
114 W Cherry Road  
Nescopeck, PA 18635 
 
Julie Rosato & Lee V. Rosato  
102 Church Road  
Nescopeck, PA 18635 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, Filed Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G, for 
Approval to (1) Bifurcate and Rebuild 4.4 Miles of the Existing Sunbury-Susquehanna #1 230 kV Transmission Line; 
(2) Construct 0.9 Miles of New Transmission Line Tap for Future 230 kV Double-Circuit Operation; (3) Raise 
Approximately 0.5 Miles of the Sunbury-Susquehanna 500 kV Transmission Line; and (4) Construct 11.2 Miles of 
New Double-Circuit 230 kV Transmission Line for Future Double-Circuit 500 kV Capacity, Located in Black Creek, 
Hazle, Hollenback, Nescopeck, and Sugarloaf Townships in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, Docket No. A-2026-
3061547  
 
Petition Of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation For Findings That A Structure To Shelter Electrical And Control 
Equipment At The Proposed Nescopeck Switchyard In Nescopeck Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania Is 
Reasonably Necessary For The Convenience Or Welfare Of The Public, Docket No. P-2026-3061609 
 
Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation Under 15 Pa.C.S. § 1511(c) For A Finding And Determination That 
The Service To Be Furnished By The Applicant Through Its Proposed Exercise Of The Power Of Eminent Domain 
To Acquire A Certain Portion Of The Lands in Hazle Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania For The Sugarloaf 
500/230 kV Transmission Line Associated With The Proposed Sugarloaf 500/230 kV Transmission Line Project Is 
Necessary Or Proper For The Service, Accommodation, Convenience, Or Safety Of The Public, Docket Nos. A-2026-
3061549, A-2026-3061550, A-2026-3061551, A-2026-3061552, A-2026-3061553, A-2026-3061554, A-2026-3061555, A-
2026-3061556, A-2026-3061557, A-2026-3061560, A-2026-3061561, A-2026-3061562, A-2026-3061564, A-2026-
3061566, A-2026-3061567, A-2026-3061568, A-2026-3061569, A-2026-3061570, A-2026-3061571, A-2026-3061572, A-
2026-3061573, A-2026-3061576, A-2026-3061577, A-2026-3061578, A-2026-3061579, A-2026-3061581, A-2026-
3061582, A-2026-3061583, A-2026-3061584, and A-2026-3061585 
 
(Revised June 22, 2026) 
 
Eserved & emailed  6/24/2026 
 
Jacob Guthrie, Esq. 
Josiah B. Harmar, Esq. 
Melanie Joy El Atieh, Esq. 
Office of Consumer Advocate  
555 Walnut Street Forum Place, 5th Floor  
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 
JGuthrie@paoca.org 
JHarmar@paoca.org 
MElAtieh@paoca.org 
 
Michael J. Shafer, Esq.  
PPL Services Corporation  
645 Hamilton Street, Suite 700  
Allentown, PA 18101  
mjshafer@pplweb.com  
 
John G. Dean, Esq. 
ELLIOTT GREENLEAF, P.C. 
15 Public Square, Suite 210 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701 
jgd@elliottgreenleaf.com 
Atty for John F. & Jill M. Zola  
and Richard & Bridget Caputo 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Louise A. Knight, Esq. 
36110 Logan Ct., Unit 3B 
Camp Hill, PA 17011 
attylknight@gmail.com 
Atty for John F. & Jill M. Zola  
and Richard & Bridget Caputo 
 
*David B. MacGregor, Esq.  
Garrett P. Lent, Esq.  
Lindsay A. Berkstresser, Esq.  
Megan E. Rulli, Esq. 
Hayley E. Wilburn, Esq.  
Post & Schell, P.C.  
17 North Second Street, 12th Floor  
Harrisburg, PA 17101  
*dmacgregor@postschell.com  
glent@postschell.com  
lberkstresser@postschell.com  
mrulli@postschell.com 
hwilburn@postschell.com  
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