
August 11, 2026 
Via Electronic Filing 
Matthew L. Homsher, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Re: Transource PA’s Certificate of Public 
Convenience Application for Franklin 
County; Docket No. A-2026-3062675;  

Transource PA’s Siting Application for 
Franklin County; Docket No. A-2026-
3062686; and, 

Transource PA’s Zoning Exemption 
Petition in Greene Township, Franklin 
County; Docket No. P-2026-3062687 

Dear Secretary Homsher: 

For electronic filing, enclosed please find the OCA’s Answer to Motion of Transource 
Pennsylvania, LLC for Relief in the Nature of an Order Directing Publication of Notice of 
the Filing of a Motion to Consolidate Proceedings. 

Copies have been served on the parties as indicated on the enclosed Certificate of Service. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Ryan Morden  
Ryan Morden, PA Attorney I.D. # 335679 
Assistant Consumer Advocate 

Enclosures 

cc: Administrative Law Judge Emily A. Farren (Via Email Only: efarren@pa.gov) 
Administrative Law Judge Steven K. Haas (Via Email Only: sthaas@pa.gov) 
Certificate of Service 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

Application of Transource Pennsylvania, 
LLC for All of the Necessary Authority, 
Approvals and Certificate of Public 
Convenience to Begin to Offer, Render, 
Furnish and/or Supply Transmission Service 
in portions of Franklin County, Pennsylvania 
Necessary to Operate Transmission Facilities 
for Project 9A West; and for any Other 
Approvals Necessary 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
:  
 

 
 
 
Docket No. A-2026-3062675 

Application of Transource Pennsylvania, 
LLC filed Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 
57, Subchapter G, for Approval of the Siting 
and Construction of the 230 kV 
Transmission Line known as Project 9A 
West in a Portion of Franklin County, 
Pennsylvania 
 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
  

 
 
 
Docket No. A-2026-3062686 

Petition of Transource Pennsylvania, LLC 
for Confirmation of an Exemption from 
Local Zoning Regulation and for the 
Construction of Buildings in connection with 
the Construction of a Proposed Electric 
Substation in Greene Township, Franklin 
County, Pennsylvania 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

 
 
 
Docket No. P-2026-3062687 

 
 

I hereby certify that I have this day filed electronically on the Commission’s electronic 

filing system and served a true copy of the following documents, the Office of Consumer 

Advocate’s Answer to Motion of Transource Pennsylvania, LLC for Relief in the Nature of an 

Order Directing Publication of Notice of the Filing of a Motion to Consolidate Proceedings upon 

parties of record in this proceeding in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code Section 

1.54 (relating to service by a participant), in the manner and upon the persons listed below. 

Dated this 11th day of August 2026. 
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SERVICE BY E-MAIL ONLY 

John F. Povilaitis, Esq. 
Alan M. Seltzer, Esq. 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney 
409 North Second Street 
Suite 500 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
john.povilaitis@bipc.com 
alan.seltzer@bipc.com 
Counsel for Transource PA 
 
NazAarah Sabree 
Office of Small Business Advocate 
555 Walnut Street 
1st Floor Forum Place 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
ra-sba@pa.gov 
Small Business Advocate 
 
 
Benjamin C. Dunlap, Jr., Esq. 
Cohen Seglias Pallas Greenhall & Furman PC 
240 North 3rd Street, 7th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
bdunlap@cohenseglias.com 
Counsel for Coalition to Protect Franklin 
County 
 
Mandy Mitchell 
818 Brookens Road 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
vanillagravity@hotmail.com 
Pro Se 
 
Edgar R. Hoffeditz, II 
Ruth S. Hoffeditz  
1520 Spring Side Drive East 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
mytuckeboy@gmail.com 
quilting316@comcast.net 
 Pro Se 
 
 

Jessica A. Cano, Esq. 
American Electric Power Service Corporation 
1 Riverside Plaza 
29th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 
jacano@aep.com 
Counsel for Transource PA 
 
Alison Kaster, Esq. 
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street 
2nd Floor, Room-N201 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
akaster@pa.gov 
Director of I&E 
 
 
Seth A. Mendelsohn, Esq. 
Saxton & Stump, LLC 
4250 Crums Mill Road, Suite 201 
Harrisburg, PA 17112 
smendelsohn@saxtonstump.com 
Counsel for Chambersburg Area School 
District 
 
Karen I. Benedict 
Rodney A. Meyer 
5413 Manheim Road 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 
karrib@gmail.com 
hotrod.meyer@gmail.com 
 Pro Se 
 
DC Farms LLC 
5730 Orphanage Road 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 
allenr@dreamheifers.com 
 Pro Se 
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Allen Rice 
Lori Rice 
1430 Henry Lane 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
hs.salonandwellness@gmail.com 
 Pro Se 
 
Daniel Hartman 
5868 Olde Scotland Road 
Shippensburg, PA 17257 
danielrexhartman@gmail.com 
 Pro Se 
 
Mark Richard Flohr 
1479 Falling Spring Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
mflohr@flohrpools.com 
 Pro Se 

 
 
Laurie F. Viozzi 
2723 Newcomer Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
strongtaurus05@gmail.com 
 Pro Se 
 
David D. Rice 
Maria Elosia A. Rice 
3572 Church Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
RiceBusinessServices@gmail.com 
 Pro Se 
 
Ronald Swartz 
2209 Cider Press Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
RLSwartz@outlook.com 
 Pro Se 

    
  

 

  

SERVICE BY MAIL ONLY 

Amy Appleby 
9224 Newburg Road 
Newburg, PA 17240 
 
George E. Meckly 
817 North Penn Hall Drive 
Chambersburg, PA 17201 
 
Jacqueline Morrison 
2204 Sollenberger Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Cathy M. Prieston 
263 Westover Way 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Jody Mattison 
4680 Range Runner Drive 

Cindy L. Mason 
647 Wills Drive 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Mandy Mitchell 
818 Brookens Road 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Margaret E. Rettger 
2282 Adin Lane 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Kelly Eyer 
980 Cranberry Drive 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Shaun High 
6857 Penny Lane 
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Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Barbara Murdock 
3847 Farmstead Drive 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Jacob Rice 
3122 Black Gap Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Fred Rice 
Doreen K. Rice 
3210 Church Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Judy K. Sollenberger 
3262 Portrait Way 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Debra Taylor 
10516 Garnes Road 
Mercersburg, PA 17236 
 
Debra S. Kase 
3295 Springview Drive 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
Samuel L. Beard 
Kathleen McKenzie 
134 Onyx Drive 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Robert J. Nace 
Jody L. Nace 
6923 Saint Annes Drive 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Rose Ann C. Thompson 
165 Topaz Drive 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Brenda Fitzsimmons 
6828 Old Course Road 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Constance R. Funk 
John S. Funk 

Orrstown, PA 17244 
 
Sara Kitzmiller 
1037 Greystone Court 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Alice A. Noll 
3678 Cascades Drive 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Rebecca Zentz 
6416 Bent Oak Drive 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Dawn Buckner 
3675 Cascades Drive 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Shawn M. Corwell 
478 Allen Drive 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Anthony S. Nofi 
3898 Farmstead Drive 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Kathy Palmer 
347 Wagners Lane 
Newville, PA 17241 
 
Linda J. Greene 
6336 Green Briar Lane 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Debra Guyer 
38 Mcllvaine Lane 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Lewis D. Kauffman 
1179 Stanley Avenue 
Chambersburg, PA 17201 
 
Kelsie Rice 
1529 Linden Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
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260 Wilkinson Lane 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
Jill C. Kessler  
11415 Hearthwood Drive 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 
 
Nick Nalevanko 
389 Town Drive 
Greencastle, PA 17225 
 
Julie Nofi 
3898 Farmstead Drive 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Dennis E. Sirbaugh 
6835 St. Annes Drive 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Karen N. Diller 
1284 Falling Spring Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Julie Eckels 
19732 Swailes Road 
Willow Hill, PA 17271 
Dane Anthony 
Teresa C. Anthony 
21 Kensington Drive 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Kimberly Calimer 
3136 Church Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Constantine A. Cois 
112 Granny Smith Lane 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Cheryl Evans 
1061 Willowbrook Drive 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Maribeth A. Fish 
333 South Coldbrook Avenue 
Chambersburg, PA 17201 
 

 
 
Mike D. Casey 
2204 Sollenberger Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Jeri Hartman 
5868 Olde Scotland Road 
Shippensburg, PA 17257 
 
Marie Lanser Beck 
12005 Gehr Road 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 
 
William K. Nitterhouse 
33 Acres Coder Press Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17201 
 
Nicholas A. Haines 
Detta Wolfe 
217 West Gay Street 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 
 
Ralph W. Thompson 
165 Topaz Drive 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Dawn Noyes 
Mary A. Noyes 
426 West Main Street 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Sandra Fielhauer 
7128 Sandwich Lane 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Anne H. Finucane 
2760 Springview Drive 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Brittany Hutoon 
1444 Scotland Avenue 
Chambersburg, PA 17201 
 
Colby Nitterhouse 
Leah Nitterhouse 
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Shawn M. Gerhart 
2381 Sollenberger Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Vicki Gibbs 
969 Crestwood Drive 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Nathan Graybill 
Savannah Graybill 
Jacob Graybill 
Jennifer Graybill 
611 Forest Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Carol Gribble 
5805 White Church Road 
Shippensburg, PA 17257 
 
Grace Hammond 
17894 Amberson Road 
Spring Run, PA 17262 
 
Kelsey Hammond 
1004 South 4th Street 
Chambersburg, PA 17201 
 
Chad Slegenweit 
1049 Bedford Street 
Claysburg, PA 16625 
 
Alec Yohn 
683 Raeann Drive 
Greencastle, PA 17225 
 
Spencer Pheil 
Brechyn Chace 
6167 Greenbriar Terrace 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Jennifer Culbertson 
7599 Nyesville Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 

2479 Newcomer Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
Pam Stitely 
3344 Anthony Highway 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Kathy B. Stratton 
1301 Stanley Avenue 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Betty L. Baker 
237 Justine Drive 
Chambersburg, PA 17201 
 
Linda K. Gayman 
2560 Edenville Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Marlene Mitchell 
Steven Mitchell 
3663 Cascades Drive 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 
 
Janice L. Schwanebeck 
8797 Hades Church Road 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 
Donna Hildebrand 
305 Martin Lane 
Wallingford, PA 19086 
 
Shannon M. Jackson  
333 South Coldbrook Avenue 
Chambersburg, PA 17201 
 
Bill Mann 
Tracy Mann 
466 Bear Valley Road 
Fort Loudon, PA 17224 
 
Kyle McCausland  
35674 Kanawha Valley Road 
Pliny, WV 25082 
 
Andrew S. Newman  
493 Sollenberger Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
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Christine E. Elmer 
1452 Nittany Drive 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Erika Martelli 
183 Harvest Lane 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Edmund J. Daly 
614 East Catherine Street 
Chambersburg, PA 17201 
 
Joy Holloway 
3895 Alfalfa Lane 
Fayetteville, PA 17222 

 
 
Marina R. Putt 
Terence Putt 
528 Briar Lane 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Cheyanne Rice 
3122 Black Gap Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17201 
 
Emily Rice  
1877 Stitely Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Milton N. Schwanebeck 
8797 Hades Church Road 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 
 
Leslie Sease 
1061 Willowbrook Drive 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
 
Melody Shuman 
14 Cambridge Court 
Chambersburg, PA 17201 
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Counsel for: 
Darryl A. Lawrence 
Consumer Advocate 
 
Office of Consumer Advocate 
555 Walnut Street 
Forum Place, 5th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 
717-783-5048 
 
Dated: August 11, 2026 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Ryan Morden   
Ryan Morden, PA Attorney I.D. #335679 
Assistant Consumer Advocate 
 
Melanie Joy El Atieh, PA Attorney I.D. #209323 
Deputy Consumer Advocate 
 
Jacob Guthrie, PA Attorney I.D. # 334367 
Assistant Consumer Advocate 
 
Email: OCATransource2026@paoca.org 
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BEFORE THE 

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

 

Application of Transource Pennsylvania, 

LLC for All of the Necessary Authority, 

Approvals and Certificate of Public 

Convenience to Begin to Offer, Render, 

Furnish and/or Supply Transmission Service 

in portions of Franklin County, Pennsylvania 

Necessary to Operate Transmission Facilities 

for Project 9A West; and for any Other 

Approvals Necessary 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

:  

 

 

 

 

Docket No. A-2026-3062675 

Application of Transource Pennsylvania, 

LLC filed Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 

57, Subchapter G, for Approval of the Siting 

and Construction of the 230 kV Transmission 

Line known as Project 9A West in a Portion 

of Franklin County, Pennsylvania 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

  

 

 

 

Docket No. A-2026-3062686 

Petition of Transource Pennsylvania, LLC for 

Confirmation of an Exemption from Local 

Zoning Regulation and for the Construction 

of Buildings in connection with the 

Construction of a Proposed Electric 

Substation in Greene Township, Franklin 

County, Pennsylvania 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

 

 

 

Docket No. P-2026-3062687 

 

           

 

ANSWER OF THE OFFICE OF CONSUMER ADVOCATE 

TO MOTION OF TRANSOURCE PENNSYLVANIA, LLC. FOR RELIEF IN THE NATURE 

OF AN ORDER DIRECTING PUBLICATION OF NOTICE OF THE FILING OF A 

MOTION TO CONSOLIDATE PROCEEDINGS 

           

TO ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES EMILY A. FARREN AND STEVEN K. HAAS: 

Pursuant to Sections 5.61 of the Public Utility Commission’s regulations, the Pennsylvania 

Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) files this Answer to Motion of Transource Pennsylvania, 

LLC (Transource or Company) for Relief in the Nature of an Order Directing Publication of Notice 
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of the Filing of a Motion to Consolidate Proceedings (Motion).1 The OCA takes no position on the 

Company’s request for an Order Direction Publication of Notice as outlined in its Motion, so long 

as parties have the opportunity to (1) submit an answer  to the Motion to Consolidate in writing by 

the end of the newly established protest period, (2) answer the Motion to Consolidate in writing in 

their Prehearing Memo, and/or (3) respond orally to the Motion to Consolidate at the on-the-record 

prehearing conference scheduled for October 29, 2026. In light of the extended protest period 

established in Interim Order #1, the OCA believes that the Company’s request to shorten the 

response period to the Company’s Motion is no longer necessary.  

I. INTRODUCTION 

On May 21, 2026, Transource filed a Certificate of Public Convenience (CPC) Application, 

pursuant to Sections 1101 and 1103 of the Public Utility Code, seeking approval and authority to 

furnish and supply electric transmission service and operate transmission facilities in Franklin 

County.  

Also on May 21, 2026, Transource filed a Siting Application, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code 

Section 57.72,2 seeking approval and authority for the siting and construction of the new Rice-

Ringgold 230 kV transmission line that would extend approximately 28.8 miles to connect the 

existing Ringgold Substation located near Smithsburg, Washington County, MD and the new Rice 

Substation to be located in Franklin County, PA. The proposed transmission line, inclusive of both 

the Pennsylvania and Maryland portions, is referred to as “Project 9A West” or the “9A West 

Project.” Approximately 24.4 miles of the 9A West Project will be located in PA and 4.4 miles 

 
1 52 Pa. Code § 5.61. 
2 52 Pa. Code § 57.72.  
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will be located in MD. The PA portion will extend from the New Rice Substation to the PA-MD 

border.3  

Also on May 21, 2026, Transource filed the Zoning Exemption Petition, pursuant to 

Section 619 of the Municipal Planning Code,4 in connection with the proposed construction of a 

proposed above-ground electric substation in Greene Township, Franklin County.  

Simultaneously, on May 21, 2026, Transource filed a Motion, requesting that the CPC 

Application, Siting Application, and the Zoning Exemption Petition be consolidated for all 

purposes (Motion to Consolidate).5  

On May 26, 2026, the Commission’s Secretary’s Bureau issued a Letter acknowledging 

receipt of the CPC Application, Siting Application, and the Zoning Exemption Petition and 

indicating that the filings would be published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on June 13, 2026, and 

setting the deadline for responses to the CPC Application, Siting Application, and the Zoning 

Exemption Petition to be filed no later than August 12, 2026.  

On June 3, 2026, a Notice of Telephonic Prehearing Conference was issued, scheduling a 

Prehearing Conference for August 19, 2026.  

On June 13, 2026, the Siting Application and Zoning Exemption Petition6 and the CPC 

Application7 were published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.  

On June 25, 2026, the OCA filed Protests to the CPC Application and the Siting 

Application and an Answer to the Zoning Exemption Petition.  

 
3 Transource PA CPC Application at 6. 
4 53 P.S. § 10619.  
5 Motion ¶ 9.  
6 56 Pa.B. 3592 (including notice of both the Siting Application and Zoning Exemption Petition).  
7 56 Pa.B. 3593.  
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On July 2, 2026, Transource filed a letter (July 2, 2026 Letter Request) in response to the 

OCA’s Answer in Opposition to inform the Commission that Transource: (1) intended to file and 

serve a timely reply to the OCA’s Answer in Opposition; and, (2) requested that the Commission 

publish Notice of the Motion to Consolidate Proceedings and for Timely Disposition in the 

Pennsylvania Bulletin as soon as possible and direct Transource to publish such Notice in 

newspapers of general circulation 

Also on July 2, 2026, Transource filed Affidavits of Publication (Affidavits) of the Notice 

of the Application of Transource Pennsylvania, LLC filed Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57, 

Subchapter G, for Approval of the Siting and Construction of the 230 kV Transmission Line 

Known as Project 9A West in a Portion of Franklin County, Pennsylvania, at Docket No. A-2026-

3062686, along with Notice of the Petition of Transource Pennsylvania, LLC for Confirmation of 

an Exemption from Local Zoning Regulation and for the Construction of Buildings in Connection 

with the Construction of a Proposed Electric Substation in Greene Township, Franklin County, 

Pennsylvania, at Docket No. P-2026-3062687.  

On July 15, 2026, Transource filed a document titled the Reply of Transource 

Pennsylvania, LLC to New Matter of Office of Consumer Advocate.  

On July 29, 2026, Transource filed this Motion and served it to the parties using first-class 

mail. The OCA received this Motion on August 4, 2026.  

On Monday, August 3, 2026, the ALJs filed two Orders, each titled Interim Order #1, that 

extended the Protest deadline to October 15, 2026, and rescheduled the Prehearing Conference to 

October 29, 2026.8 

 
8 The two Orders are docketed at:  

1. Application of Transource Pennsylvania, LLC filed Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57, Subchapter G, for 

Approval of the Siting and Construction of the 230 kV Transmission Line Known as Project 9A West in a 
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II. ANSWER 

The allegations in Transource’s Motion are admitted and denied by the OCA consistent 

with the discussion below in this Answer. In addition, the OCA further states that: (a) no response 

is required to the legal conclusions in the Motion; and (b) as to any remaining factual averments 

contained in the Motion which are not expressly addressed by this Answer, the OCA denies them 

consistent with the responses and discussion herein. 

1. Transource’s Request for Publication 

The OCA takes no position on Transource’s Motion requesting Commission direction to 

publish notice of its prior Motion to Consolidate the CPC Application, Siting Application and the 

Zoning Petition. The Company made this Motion, requesting a Commission Order directing it to 

publish notice of its Motion to Consolidate, purportedly out of procedural due process concerns.9 

According to Transource, due to the considerable number of Protests and Petitions to Intervene 

which  expressed that the Commission should not grant the Company’s Motion to Consolidate, the 

Company views the need to publish notice of its Motion to Consolidate to provide timely notice 

to all potentially impacted parties.10 The Company further requested that the publication of its 

Motion to Consolidate come through a Commission Order granting this Motion.11 

The OCA takes no position on the Company’s Motion, so long as parties have the 

opportunity to: (1) submit an answer in writing to the Motion to Consolidate by the end of the 

 
Portion of Franklin County, Pennsylvania, et al., Docket Nos: A-2026-3062686, et al., Interim Order # 1 

(Aug. 3, 2026). 

 

2. Application of Transource Pennsylvania, LLC for All of the Necessary Authority, Approvals and Certificate 

of Public Convenience to Begin to Offer, Render, Furnish and/or Supply Transmission Service in portions of 

Franklin County, Pennsylvania Necessary to Operate Transmission Facilities for Project 9A West; and for 

any Other Approvals Necessary, Docket No. A-2026-3062675, Interim Order #1 (Aug. 3, 2026). 

 
9 Motion ¶ 25.  
10 Id. 
11 Motion ¶¶ 27-28. 
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newly established protest period of October 15, 2026; (2) answer the Motion to Consolidate in 

writing in their Prehearing Memorandum, and/or (3) respond orally to the Motion to Consolidate 

at the on-the-record prehearing conference scheduled for October 29, 2026. 

The OCA believes this is in line with the stated reasoning provided by the Company: “the 

Protest Period in these proceedings has not yet closed and the identity of potential future parties is 

not presently known.”12 Indeed, maintaining an open window for parties to respond to the Motion 

to Consolidate allows any new interested parties the opportunity to file a Protest or Petition to 

Intervene with time to analyze the proceedings, including all filings, motions, and other matters. 

Consolidation of proceedings is routinely addressed in matters before the Commission at the first 

Prehearing Conference convened for the proceeding, and the significant number of parties 

proceeding pro se may prefer to make argument regarding whether the Motion to Consolidate 

should be granted or denied orally at the Prehearing Conference instead of submitting formal, legal 

pleadings regarding their positions. No party would be prejudiced if the presiding officers 

permitted parties to make argument on-the-record at the Prehearing Conference scheduled for this 

matter on the Motion to Consolidate before a disposition on the Motion to Consolidate is reached. 

Therefore, the OCA respectfully request that if the ALJs grant the request in this Motion, it do so 

with the additional considerations outlined above by the OCA.  

2. Transource’s Request for a Shortened Answer Period 

The Company made its Motion with the additional request for a shortened Answer period; 

however, the OCA believes the reason for the shortened answer period is no longer at issue, as  

each Interim Order #1 extended the protest period extended until October 15, 2026 for the CPC 

Application, Siting Application, and Zoning Petition. Therefore, this request should be denied. 

 
12 Motion ¶ 26 
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According to the Commission’s regulations, Answers to Motions shall be filed within 20 days.13 

The Company requested that the Answer period be reduced to 10 days.14 The Company’s stated 

reason for requesting a shortened Answer period in response to this Motion was so it could publish 

notice of its Motion to Consolidate before the previous August 12, 2026, Protest deadline to 

provide interested parties as much time as possible to be aware of the Motion to Consolidate.15 In 

the August 3, 2026, Interim Orders #1, the ALJs extended the Protest and Intervention filing date 

from August 12, 2026 to Thursday, October 15, 2026, for all three, unconsolidated proceedings. 

This means the urgency for the shortened Answer period is no longer present, and therefore the 

request should be denied. 

 

  

 
13 52 Pa. Code § 5.61. 
14 Motion ¶ 30. 
15 Motion ¶ 19. 
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III. CONCLUSION 

For the reasons set forth above, the Office of Consumer Advocate respectfully requests that 

if the ALJs grant the Company’s Motion, they do so  subject to the following assurances, that 

parties will be able to: (1) submit an answer in writing to the Motion to Consolidate by the end of 

the newly established protest period of October 15, 2026; (2) answer the Motion to Consolidate in 

writing in their Prehearing Memorandum, and/or (3) respond orally to the Motion to Consolidate 

at the on-the-record prehearing conference scheduled for October 29, 2026. The OCA also 

respectfully request that the ALJs deny the Company’s request for a shortened Answer period to 

its Motion in light of the Protest period being extended until October.  

 

 

Counsel for: 

Darryl A. Lawrence 

Consumer Advocate 

 

Office of Consumer Advocate 

555 Walnut Street 

Forum Place, 5th Floor 

Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 

717-783-5048 

 

Dated: August 11, 2026 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/Ryan Morden   

Ryan Morden 

Assistant Consumer Advocate 

PA Attorney I.D. # 335679 

 

Jacob Guthrie 

Assistant Consumer Advocate 

PA Attorney I.D. # 334367 

 

Melanie Joy El Atieh 

Deputy Consumer Advocate 

PA Attorney I.D. # 209323 

 

Email: OCATransource2026@paoca.org 
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