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 Deanne M. O’Dell 
717.255.3744 
dodell@eckertseamans.com 

September 2, 2026 
 
Via Electronic Filing 
Matthew Homsher, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA  17120 
 
Re: Petition of FirstEnergy Pennsylvania Electric Company for Approval of Its Default 

Service Program for the Period from June 1, 2027 to May 31, 2031  
Docket No. P-2026-3060298          

 
Dear Secretary Homsher: 
 
Spark Energy, LLC ("Spark") submits this response solely to the request for expedited relief 
contained in the Preliminary Objections filed by the Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and 
Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania ("CAUSE-PA") on September 1, 2026. Spark intends to file a 
substantive response to CAUSE-PA's Preliminary Objections within the response period provided 
by 52 Pa. Code § 5.101 and reflected in CAUSE-PA's Notice to Plead. 
 
CAUSE-PA nevertheless requests that oral argument be convened on September 3 or 4 and that 
Spark's Petition to Intervene be denied and its Exceptions struck before the September 8 deadline 
for Replies to Exceptions. Spark respectfully requests that no expedited ruling be entered before 
Spark has had the opportunity provided by the Commission's rules to respond. 
 
CAUSE-PA's requested schedule would truncate not only Spark's time to respond to the 
Preliminary Objections, but also the procedural period governing Spark's Petition itself. Section 
5.75(b) provides that the Commission or presiding officer will act on a petition to intervene "[a]s 
soon as practicable after the expiration of the time for filing answers to petitions" under Section 
5.66. Spark's Petition provides the twenty-day response period prescribed by that rule. CAUSE-
PA's request for disposition on September 3 or 4 would therefore seek resolution of Spark's Petition 
before expiration of the regulatory period for other parties to answer that Petition. 
 
CAUSE-PA's own Notice to Plead advised the parties that a reply to its Preliminary Objections is 
due within ten days under 52 Pa. Code § 5.101(b). The request that the presiding officers convene 
argument on September 3 or 4, and deny the Petition and strike Spark's Exceptions before Spark 
or any other party has answered, is inconsistent with that notice, with Sections 5.66 and 5.75(b), 
and with basic notice to a service list of this size. 



 

Matthew Homsher 
September 2, 2026 
Page 2 

 
 
 

126803346.1 

Expedition is also unnecessary to protect the existing schedule. Spark does not seek to reopen the 
record, take discovery, present witnesses, or extend any deadline fixed by the August 21, 2026 
Secretarial Letter. Although Spark acknowledges that its request for intervention is subject to the 
post-hearing standard in 52 Pa. Code § 5.74(c), Spark's Exceptions were filed within the exceptions 
period established by the Commission's August 21, 2026 Secretarial Letter and are confined to 
legal argument on the existing, closed record. The Petition to Intervene can remain pending 
through the regulatory answer period. Spark's Exceptions can remain lodged for the Commission's 
consideration of the Recommended Decision without a mid-week ruling that either admits Spark 
as a party or strikes the papers from the file. Parties who elect to address Spark's legal arguments 
in Replies to Exceptions may do so subject to a reservation of their objections; they are not required 
to treat those papers as operative in order to preserve their rights. 
 
Striking Exceptions is relief directed to what the Commission will consider on review of the 
Recommended Decision. That question should not be resolved on 48 hours' notice, before Spark 
has filed the answer CAUSE-PA's own notice invited, and before other parties have had the period 
Section 5.66 provides to answer the Petition to Intervene. 
 
Spark further notes that its alternative request that the Commission accept and consider Spark's 
Exceptions presents a question distinct from whether formal intervention is granted under Section 
5.74(c). Spark respectfully submits that the Commission should address that alternative request in 
connection with its review of the Recommended Decision. 
 
Accordingly, Spark respectfully requests that CAUSE-PA's request for expedited oral argument 
and disposition be denied and that Spark be afforded the response period provided by 52 Pa. Code 
§ 5.101 to file its substantive response to the Preliminary Objections. If the presiding officers 
nonetheless conclude that the request for expedition should be addressed before September 8, 
Spark requests that it be addressed on the papers, that Spark be permitted to file its substantive 
response to the Preliminary Objections by September 4, 2026, and that no argument or ruling be 
scheduled without reasonable prior notice. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Deanne M. O’Dell 
Counsel for Spark Energy, LLC 

 
cc: Honorable Mark A. Hoyer (via email)  
 Honorable Erin L. Gannon (via email) 
 Office of Special Assistants (via email) 
 Cert. of Service w/enc. 



 

126803346.1 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that this day I served a copy of Spark Energy’s Letter in Response to 

CAUSE-PA’s Request for Expedited Relief, upon the persons listed below in the manner 

indicated in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code Section 1.54. 

Via Email Only 
 
Tori L. Giesler, Esquire  
Angelina Umstead, Esquire  
FirstEnergy  
341 White Pond Drive  
Akron, OH 44320 
tgiesler@firstenergycorp.com  
aumstead@firstenergycorp.com   
 
Elizabeth R. Marx, Esquire  
Lauren N. Berman, Esquire  
Ria M. Pereira, Esquire  
John W. Sweet, Esquire  
Levi Phillips, Esquire  
Pa Utility Law Project  
118 Locust Street  
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
pulp@pautilitylawproject.org    
 
Kenneth M. Kulak, Esquire  
Brooke E. McGlinn Esquire  
Maggie E. Curran, Esquire 
Morgan Lewis And Bockius LLN  
2222 Market Street  
Philadelphia PA 19103-2921  
ken.kulak@morganlewis.com  
bmcglinn@morganlewis.com  
maggie.curran@morganlewis.com 
 
Daniel Markind, Esquire  
Flaster Greenberg, PC  
1717 Arch Street, Suite 3300  
Philadelphia, PA 19103   
daniel.markind@flastergreenberg.com 
 
 
 

 
Harrison W. Breitman, Esquire 
Katherine M. Kennedy, Esquire 
Olivia M. Spergel, Esquire 
Office Of Consumer Advocate 
555 Walnut Street 
5th Floor Forum Place 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 
hbreitman@paoca.org  
kkennedy@paoca.org 
ospergel@paoca.org 
 
Rebbeca Lyttle, Esquire 
Office of Small Business Advocate 
555 Walnut Street, 1st Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
relyttle@pa.gov  
 
Susan E. Bruce, Esquire 
Charis Mincavage, Esquire 
Matthew Garber, Esquire 
Rebecca Kimmel, Esquire  
McNees Wallace & Nurick LLC 
100 Pine Street, P.O. Box 1166 
Harrisburg, PA 17108 
sbruce@mcneeslaw.com  
cmincavage@mcneeslaw.com   
mgarber@mcneeslaw.com  
rkimmel@mcneeslaw.com 
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Whitney E. Snyder Esquire  
Erich Struble Esquire  
Melissa A. Chapaska, Esquire  
Todd S. Stewart, Esquire  
HMS Legal LLP  
501 Corporate Circle, Suite 302  
Harrisburg, PA 17110 
wesnyder@hmslegal.com  
ewstruble@hmslegal.com  
machapaska@hmslegal.com 
tsstewart@hmslegal.com 
 
Michael Gianantonio, Esquire  
Robert F. Daley Esquire  
Robert Peirce & Associates  
707 Grant Street, Gulf Tower Suite 125  
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
mgianantonio@peircelaw.com  
rdaley@peircelaw.com  
 
Colleen Kartychak, Manager 
Marsha Makel, Esquire  
Constellation Energy 
1310 Point Street 8th Floor  
Baltimore, MD 21231 
colleen.kartychak@constellation.com  
marsha.makel@constellation.com  
 
John M. White, Esquire  
Constellation Energy Generation LLC  
Constitution Avenue NW 400 East  
Washington DC, 20001  
john.white@constellation.com  
 
Linda Kizuka, Esquire  
Constellation Energy  
250 Massachusetts Avenue, NW Suite 760 
Washington DC, 20001  
linda.kizuka@constellation.com  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Aron J. Beatty, Esquire 
Duquesne Light Company  
800 N. Third Street  
Harrisburg, PA 17402 
abeatty@duqlight.com 
 
Jamie L. Martines, Esquire  
SPILMAN THOMAS & BATTLE, PLLC 
301 Grant Street, Suite 3440  
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
jmartines@spilmanlaw.com 
 
Samuel W. Cortes, Esquire 
R. Taylor Speer, Esquire 
Karen M. Kemerait, Esquire  
Ashley L. Beach, Esquire 
Fox Rothschild LLP  
747 Constitution Drive Suite 100  
Exton, PA 19341 
scortes@foxrothschild.com 
tspeer@foxrothschild.com 
kkemerait@foxrothschild.com 
abeach@foxrothschild.com 
 
Barry A. Naum, Esquire  
Steven W. Lee, Esquire 
SPILMAN THOMAS & BATTLE, PLLC  
1100 Bent Creek Boulevard, Suite 101 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 
bnaum@spilmanlaw.com  
slee@spilmanlaw.com   
 
Michael A. Gruin, Esquire 
Donald Wagner, Esquire 
Nicholas A. Stobbe, Esquire 
Stevens And Lee PC 
17 North 2nd Street, 16th Floor  
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
michael.gruin@stevenslee.com  
donald.wagner@stevenslee.com  
nicholas.stobbe@stevenslee.com 
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Mitchell H. Kizner, Esquire  
Flaster Greenberg PC 
1810 Chapel Avenue  
West Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 
mitchell.kizner@flastergreenberg.com 

 
  
  
 

 
 
 
 
Date: September 2, 2026   ___________________________________ 

Deanne A. O’Dell    
 


