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BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

 
 
 

Joint Application of American Water   : 
Works Company, Inc., Essential Utilities,  : 
Inc., Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc., Aqua   : 
Pennsylvania Wastewater, Inc., Peoples  :  A-2025-3058927 
Natural Gas Company LLC and Alpha   :  A-2025-3058928 
Merger Sub, Inc. for a Certificate of   :  A-2025-3058929 
Public Convenience under Sections   : 
1102(a)(3) and 2210(c) of the Public   : 
Utility Code and All Other Necessary  : 
Approvals to Effect a Change of Control   : 
Of Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc., Aqua   : 
Pennsylvania Wastewater, Inc., and   : 
Peoples Natural Gas Company LLC   : 
 
 
 

INTERIM ORDER  
CLOSING THE RECORDAND GRANTING THE PETITION OF THE COUNTY OF 
DELAWARE, COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY, AND EAST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP 
TO MARK PRINCIPAL BRIEF FILED NUNC PRO TUNC 
 

Note:  Please refer to the Commission’s docket for a complete list of all filings, parties, and 

events. 

 

An evidentiary hearing was held in the above-captioned matter on  

August 4, 2026.  The following parties were present and represented by counsel: American 

Water Works Company, Inc., Alpha Merger Sub, Inc., Essential Utilities, Inc., Aqua 

Pennsylvania, Inc., Aqua Pennsylvania Wastewater, Inc., Peoples Natural Gas, LLC. 

(collectively, Joint Applicants); the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (BIE); the Office 

of Consumer Advocate (OCA); the Office of Small Business Advocate (OSBA); the Coalition 

for Affordable Utility Service and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania (CAUSE-PA); and the City 

of Butler, City of Delaware, Whiteland Township, Manchester Township, Spring Garden 

Township, West Manchester Township, and York Township.  The following parties were not 
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present: East Norriton Township, the Chester Water Authority, Upland Borough, Township of 

Lower Makefield, and the International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 542.    

 

On August 25, 2026, the presiding Administrative Law Judges (ALJs) issued an 

Interim Order providing instructions for briefs. 

 

On August 25, 2026, counsel for the Joint Applicants contacted the ALJs via 

email and indicated the Joint Applicants reached a Non-Unanimous Settlement with OCA and 

BIE.  Counsel further indicated CAUSE-PA, East Norriton Township, and Local 612 did not 

oppose the settlement and other parties were in the process of confirming their position regarding 

the settlement.  Counsel noted Chester Water Authority was the only party that had confirmed it 

would oppose the settlement.  

 

On August 27, 2026, counsel for the Joint Applicants provided additional 

information via email, and indicated that Manchester Township, North York Borough, Spring 

Garden Township, West Manchester Township, and York Township would be joining the 

settlement.   

 

On August 28, 2026, the ALJs issued an Interim Order providing updated 

instructions for briefs.  The Interim Order indicated the Joint Petition for Non-Unanimous 

Settlement and Statements in Support were due September 15, 2026, Main Briefs were due 

September 22, 2026, and Reply Briefs were due September 29, 2026. 

 

On September 15, 2026, a Joint Petition for Non-Unanimous Settlement was filed. 

 

On September 15, 2026, CAUSE PA filed a letter of non-opposition to the Joint 

Petition for Settlement. 

 

On September 22, 2026, letters indicating parties were not filing Main Briefs were 

filed by OSBA, BIE, OCA, and CAUSE-PA.   
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On September 22, 2026, Joint Applicants and the Chester Water Authority filed 

Main Briefs. 

 

On September 22, 2026, Delaware County, Montgomery County and East 

Whiteland Township (Objecting Intervenors) filed a Certificate of Service for their Main Brief 

(and emailed a copy of their Main Brief to the parties and ALJs.) 

 

On September 23, 2026 Objecting Intervenors filed their Main Brief with the 

Secretary of the Commission.   

 

On September 23, 2026, Manchester Township, North York Borough, Spring 

Garden Township, West Manchester Township and York Township (York Intervenors) filed a 

Statement of Partial Joinder to Joint Applicants’ Proposed Non-Unanimous Settlement 

Agreement. 

 

On September 28, 2026, Objecting Intervenors filed a Petition to Mark Principal 

Brief of Intervenors Filed Nunc Pro Tunc.  Objecting Intervenors reported their Main Brief was 

inadvertently not filed with the Commission timely.  Instead, only the Certificate of Service 

indicating that the Main Brief had been served on all parties was filed on the September 22, 2026 

due date.  Objecting Intervenors indicated their Main Brief was timely served on all parties, and 

requested that the Main Brief be marked as nunc pro tunc. 

 

On September 29, 2026, letters indicating parties would not file Reply Briefs were 

filed by OSBA, BIE, CAUSE-PA, and OCA. 

 

On September 29, 2026, Reply Briefs were filed by the Objecting Intervenors and 

the Joint Applicants. 

 

On September 29, 2026, Counsel for Chester Water Authority indicated to the 

ALJs via email that Chester Water Authority does not object to the Objecting Intervenors’ 

Petition to Mark Principal Brief of Intervenors Filed Nunc Pro Tunc. 
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Discussion 

 

52 Pa. Code § 1.2(c) allows a presiding officer to disregard procedural defects 

when doing so does not adversely affect the substantive right of any party.  The filing of the 

Main Brief of Objecting Intervenors a day late does not delay the proceeding.  There have been 

no assertions that there is a due process concern due to the late filing.  While an error on the part 

of counsel is not a sufficient reason to excuse a late filing, the late filing has no apparent 

consequence of significance on any party.  Accordingly, Objecting Intervenors’ Main Brief will 

be marked as nunc pro tunc filed on September 22, 2026. 

 

Additionally, upon a review of the hearing transcript and the evidentiary record, it 

appears that it is appropriate to close the evidentiary record and to issue a recommended decision 

in this proceeding.   

 

THEREFORE,  

 

  IT IS ORDERED: 

 

1. That the Main Brief of Delaware County, Montgomery County and East 

Whiteland Township is considered to be nunc pro tunc filed on September 22, 2026. 

 

2. That the record at Docket Nos. A-2025-3058927, A-2025-3058928, and 

A-2025-3058929 is closed. 

 

3. That a Recommended Decision will be entered in this proceeding.  

 

Date:  October 1, 2026   /s/    
       Emily I. DeVoe 
       Administrative Law Judge 
 
         /s/    
       Ann Quimby 
       Administrative Law Judge 
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A-2025-3058927, A-2025-3058928, & A-2025-3058929 - JOINT APPLICATION OF AMERICAN 
WATER WORKS COMPANY, INC., ESSENTIAL UTILITIES, INC., AQUA PENNSYLVANIA, 
INC., AQUA PENNSYLVANIA WASTEWATER, INC., PEOPLES NATURAL GAS COMPANY 
LLC AND ALPHA MERGER SUB, INC. FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE 
UNDER SECTIONS 1102(A)(3) AND 2210(C) OF THE PUBLIC UTILITY CODE AND ALL 
OTHER NECESSARY APPROVALS TO EFFECT A CHANGE OF CONTROL OF AQUA 
PENNSYLVANIA, INC., AQUA PENNSYLVANIA WASTEWATER, INC., AND PEOPLES 
NATURAL GAS COMPANY LLC 
Revised May 6, 2026 
 
 
KENNETH M. KULAK ESQUIRE 
MARK A. LAZAROFF ESQUIRE 
CATHERINE G. VASUDEVAN ESQUIRE 
BROOKE E. MCGLINN ESQUIRE 
MORGAN LEWIS AND BOCKIUS LLP 
2222 MARKET STREET 
PHILADELPHIA PA  19103-2921 
215.963.5384 
215.963.4603 
215.963.5952 
215.963.5404 
ken.kulak@morganlewis.com  
mark.lazaroff@morganlewis.com  
catherine.vasudevan@morganlewis.com 
bmcglinn@morganlewis.com  
Served via eService  -- Served 10/1/2026 
(Counsel for American Water Works Company, 
Inc. and Alpha Merger Sub, Inc.) 
 
 
ALEXANDER R. STAHL ESQUIRE 
KIMBERLY JOYCE ESQUIRE 
762 WEST LANCASTER AVENUE 
BRYN MAWR PA  19010 
610.645.1130 
610.645.1077 
astahl@aquaamerica.com  
kajoyce@aquaamerica.com  
Served via eService  -- Served 10/1/2026 
(Counsel for Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc. and 
Essential Utilities, Inc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ANTHONY D. KANAGY ESQUIRE 
GARRETT P. LENT ESQUIRE 
HAYLEY E. WILBURN ESQUIRE 
EMILY GRECU ESQUIRE 
17 NORTH 2ND STREET, 12TH FLOOR 
HARRISBURG PA  17101-1601 
717.612.6034 
717.612.6032 
412.506.6362 
412.506.6368 
akanagy@postschell.com  
glent@postschell.com  
hwilburn@postschell.com  
egrecu@postschell.com  
Served via eService  -- Served 10/1/2026 
(Counsel for Essential Utilities, Inc., Aqua 
Pennsylvania, Inc., Aqua Pennsylvania 
Wastewater, Inc., and Peoples Natural Gas 
Company LLC)  
 
MEAGAN MOORE ESQUIRE 
PEOPLES NATURAL GAS COMPANY LLC 
375 NORTH SHORE DRIVE 
PITTSBURGH PA  15212 
412.208.6527 
814.490.4153 
meagan.moore@peoples-gas.com  
Served via eService  -- Served 10/1/2026 
(Counsel for Peoples Natural Gas Company) 
 
STEVEN C. GRAY ESQUIRE 
OFFICE OF SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE 
FORUM PLACE 
555 WALNUT STREET, 1ST FLOOR 
HARRISBURG PA  17101 
717.783.2525 
717.783.2831 
sgray@pa.gov  
Served via Email - Served 10/1/2026 
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HARRISON W. BREITMAN ESQUIRE 
*JOEL H. CHESKIS ESQUIRE 
JOHNATHAN LONGHURST ESQUIRE 
CRYSTAL M. ZOOK ESQUIRE 
OFFICE OF CONSUMER ADVOCATE 
FORUM PLACE 
555 WALNUT STREET, 5TH FLOOR 
HARRISBURG PA  17101 
717.780.4536 
717.783.5048 
hbreitman@paoca.org  
jcheskis@paoca.org  
jlonghurst@paoca.org  
czook@paoca.org  
pawcaquaexternal@paoca.org  
Served via eService – Served 10/1/2026 
*Served via Email  - Served 10/1/2026 
 
ALEX J. BAUMLER ESQUIRE 
LAMB MCERLANE PC 
24 EAST MARKET STREET, BOX 565 
WEST CHESTER PA  19381 
 
610.701.3277 
alex@skilkennylaw.com  
Served via eService  - Served 10/1/2026 
(Solicitor for East Norriton Twp) 
 
RIA PEREIRA ESQUIRE 
LAUREN BERMAN ESQUIRE 
ELIZABETH R. MARX ESQUIRE 
JOHN SWEET ESQUIRE 
LEVI PHILLIPS ESQUIRE 
PA UTILITY LAW PROJECT 
118 LOCUST STREET 
HARRISBURG PA  17101 
717.710.3825 
717.236.9486 
717.701.3837 
rpereira@pautilitylawproject.org  
lberman@pautilitylawproject.org  
emarx@pautilitylawproject.org  
jsweet@pautilitylawproject.org  
lphillips@pautilitylawproject.org  
Served via eService  - Served 10/1/2026 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THOMAS WYATT ESQUIRE 
MATTHEW OLESH ESQUIRE 
JAMES G. PRINGLE ESQUIRE 
*MATTHEW SELMASSKA ESQUIRE 
OBERMAYER REBMANN MAXWELL & 
HIPPEL LLP 
CENTER SQUARE WEST 
1500 MARKET STREET, SUITE 3400 
PHILADELPHIA PA  19102 
215.665.3200 
215.665.3043 
215.665.3209 
215.665.3001 
thomas.wyatt@obermayer.com  
matthew.olesh@obermayer.com  
james.pringle@obermayer.com  
matthew.selmasska@obermayer.com  
Served via eService - Served 10/1/2026 
*Served via Email  Served 10/1/2026 
(Counsel for York Twp., West Manchester Twp., 
Spring Garden Twp., Manchester Twp., East 
Whiteland Twp., County of Delaware, and City 
of Butler) 
 
JOSEPH W. JESIOLOWSKI ESQUIRE 
*KEVIN D. KENT ESQUIRE 
CLARK HILL PLC 
CLARK HILL TWO COMMERCE 
SQUARE 
2001 MARKET STREET, SUITE 2620 
PHILADELPHIA PA  19103 
215.640.8500 
jjesiolowski@clarkhill.com  
kkent@clarkhill.com  
Served via eService – Served 10/1/2026 
*Served via Email – Served 10/1/2026 
(Counsel for Chester Water Authority) 
 
SAMUEL J. PASQUARELLI ESQUIRE 
SHERRARD GERMAN & KELLY PC 
535 SMITHFIELD STREET, SUITE 300 
PITTSBURGH PA  15222 
412.355.0200 
412.606.2041 
samuel.pasquarelli@sgkpc.com  
Served via eService – Served 10/1/2026 
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ALLISON C. KASTER RATE COUNSEL 
PA PUC BIE LEGAL TECHNICAL  
400 NORTH STREET, 2ND FLOOR WEST 
HARRISBURG PA  17120 
717.783.7998 
717.787.4887 
akaster@pa.gov  
Served via eService – Served 10/1/2026 
 
SCOTT B. GRANGER ESQUIRE 
PA PUC BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
& ENFORCEMENT 
400 NORTH STREET, 2ND FLOOR 
WEST 
HARRISBURG PA  17120 
717.425.7593 
sgranger@pa.gov  
Served via eService – Served 10/1/2026 
 
MICHAEL MADDREN ESQUIRE 
MURPHY MADDREN LTD 
6 DICKINSON DRIVE, SUITE 115 
CHADDS FORD PA  19317 
610.565.1210 
mike@murphymaddren.com  
Served via eService – Served 10/1/2026 
(Counsel for Upland Borough) 
 
MAUREEN B. CARLTON ESQUIRE 
*ANDREW GRIFFIN ESQUIRE 
*AARON NELSON ESQUIRE  
CURTIN & HEEFNER LLP  
1040 STONY HILL ROAD  
YARDLEY PA 19067 
215.736.2521 
mbc@curtinheefner.com 
apg@curtinheefner.com 
adn@curtinheefner.com  
Served via eService – Served 10/1/2026  
*Served via Email – Served 10/1/2026 
(Counsel for Twp of Lower Makefield) 
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