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I would like to address the decision of the Pennsylvanian Utility Commission to bring older 
power plants back on line to serve data centers and other large load customers (as 
describer in the PATER report). It’s troubling that many of the power plants under 
consideration are gas or coal powered. It is my understanding that the coal plants have a 
capacity that is nearly the same as the coal plants currently in use. Adding more coal 
plants would be devastating to the climate (haven’t we had enough historic heat waves and 
wildfires already??) And gas plants are also harmful. Methane emissions from gas 
production cause even more damage to the climate than carbon dioxide. 

 

 

 

The effects- especially the potentially very real harms- from burning fossil fuels to power 
data centers(unpopular date centers at that) should be recognized and given serious 
attention. Indeed, the damage that fossil fuels cause makes it clear that the PUC should 
choose better and cleaner alternatives.


